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 Amazon Frogbit (Limnobium laevigatum)  

Amazon Frogbit was imported to Australia as an 
aquarium plant and has naturalised in a range of 
aquatic habitats and locations. It's rapid growth rate 
and ability to reproduce both from seed and division 
assist it to rapidly colonise in still and slowly moving 
waterways. It can grow either anchored to the bottom 
in shallow water, or floating in deep water. 

What does it look like?  

The plant initially forms rosettes before branching out 
on runners to produce new plants. It can resemble 
duckweed when it is juvenile or water hyacinth when 
it is in adult form. Key features to look for when 
identifying Amazon Frogbit include spongey 
undersides to juvenile leaves and small white flowers 
with a berry-like capsule which is usually held under 
the water or in the mud. Mature plants may reach up 
to 50cm tall. 

Each flower produces pods which hold up to 100 small 
hairy seeds around 1mm long which disperse by 
floating on the water. 

 
 
Failure to remove Amazon Frogbit from your 
property, or selling or propagation of Amazon 
Frogbit could result in the issuing of a Penalty 
Infringement Notice. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 Where is it found in the Mareeba Shire?  
There is currently an infestation in Granite Creek that 
has been surveyed and treated several times.  
However, due to flood waters, it has now entered the 
Barron River.  
 
There are also isolated infestations in Cairns and the 
Tablelands. 

 

 Impact on the environment  

Amazon Frogbit is a floating aquatic weed that can 
smother and choke waterways. It floats on still or 
slow-moving water and can grow rapidly to cover the 
entire water surface with a thick mat of vegetation. 
This shades out any submerged plant life and impedes 
oxygen exchange impacting fish and aquatic 
organisms. 

Control Methods                                                                      

Please do not attempt to treat or dispose of this weed 
yourself. Report this plant if you see it anywhere 
within the Mareeba Shire to Council on 1300 308 461 
or info@msc.qld.gov.au and Council's authorised 
officers will provide the land owner with suitable 
control methods for the situation. 

To help prevent the spread of Amazon Frogbit, 
washdown/clean all gear (eg yabby pots, canoes, 
fishing gear etc) that has been used in the creeks and 
rivers within the Shire before you leave the location.

www.msc.qld.gov.au  

DECLARED LOCAL PEST - AMAZON FROGBIT (Limnobium laevigatum) 
Local Law No 3 (Community and Environmental Management) 2018. 
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