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Explanatory Statement 
 
This Explanatory Statement is produced as supporting material to Major Amendment No.1 of 
2020 to the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016. 

The amendment is proposed in accordance with section 20 of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act) and 
the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules which sets out the minimum requirements for a local 
government when amending a planning scheme for section 20 of the Act. 

The purpose of this document is to provide context and background to Major Amendment No.1 of 
2020 and will assist readers in understanding the nature of the changes. 

Major Amendment No.1 of 2020 specifically addresses: 

 Nullinga Dam development area 

Nullinga Dam development area 

A detailed business case for the proposed Nullinga Dam was prepared by Building Queensland 
and completed in June 2019. The business case concluded that the dam was not currently 
financially or economically viable and consequently construction should not progress at this time. 

In August 2019, the State Government endorsed the findings of the detailed business case for 
the Nullinga Dam and decided that construction would not proceed at this time. The State 
Government recommended, however, the Coordinator-General, in conjunction with the 
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) take immediate steps to protect 
the proposed Nullinga Dam site (dam site) as a strategic precautionary measure, including 
investigation and potential declaration of a State Development Area. 

The Office of the Coordinator General (OCG) has completed an investigation and concluded that 
amendments to Council’s planning scheme are the most appropriate the protection for dam site 
in the long term. 

The OCG, in consultation with the Regional Water Supply Infrastructure team of DNRME, 
identified three distinct categories of activities which are potentially incompatible with a future 
dam: 

 activities that physically impact the structure/geology of the land 

 activities that may potentially increase the cost of land acquisition in the future 

 activities that may affect water quality. 

Major Amendment No.1 of 2020 would establish a new planning scheme overlay to control new 
development within the proposed dam site. 

The overlay would make all development, except for a dwelling house and associated 
outbuilding/s, impact assessable development with the Nullinga Dam development area. 

A key requirement of the planning scheme amendment would be to ensure any new development 
within the Nullinga Dam development area is limited in size and designed to be relocatable. 

Subdivision to create any new lots within the Nullinga Dam development area would not be 
supported by the planning scheme amendment. 
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Part 1 Preliminary 
 
 

Clause 1 Short title 

This amendment may be cited as Major Amendment No.1 of 2020 –
Nullinga Dam development area. 

Clause 2 Adoption 

Mareeba Shire Council adopted this planning scheme amendment on 17 
February 2021. 

Clause 3 Commencement 

This amendment took effect on 26 February 2021. 
 
 

Part 2 Amendment of the Planning Scheme 

 
Clause 4 Amendment of the Planning Scheme 

Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 is amended in the 
manner set out in this part. 

Clause 5 Amendment of Preliminaries - Contents 

(1) Contents 

omit, insert – amended Contents, generally in accordance with 

attached Appendix A. 

Clause 6 Amendment of Preliminaries - Tables 

(1) Tables 

omit, insert – amended Tables, generally in accordance with 

attached Appendix B. 

Clause 7 Amendment of Part 1 – About the planning scheme 

(1) Part 1, 1.2 – Planning scheme components 

insert – (1)(h)(xiii) Nullinga dam overlay. 

Clause 8 Amendment of Part 3 - Strategic framework 

(1) Part 3, 3.6 Transport and infrastructure, 3.6.1 Strategic outcomes 

insert 

(11) Regional water supply needs, including the Mareeba Shire's 
future agricultural water supply needs are secured through the 
identification of the Nullinga dam development area and its 
protection from incompatible and inappropriate development. 
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(2) Part 3, 3.6.7 Element-Water supply and wastewater services, 
3.6.7.1 Specific outcomes 

insert 

(7) Development within the Nullinga dam development area does 
not include: 
(a) activities that physically impact the structure/geology of 

the land, in particular excavation activities in areas 
where the dam wall and any spillways are proposed to 
be sited; 

(b) activities and development that increase the number of 
buildings, lots; and 

(c) activities that may affect surface water and groundwater 
quality. 

 

Clause 9 Amendment of Part 5 - Tables of assessment 

(1) Part 5, 5.10 Categories of development and assessment - Overlays 

omit Table 5.10.1-Assessment benchmarks for overlays 

insert - amended Table 5.10.1- Assessment benchmarks for overlays as 
attached in Appendix C. 
 

Clause 10 Amendment of Part 8 - Overlays 

(1) Part 8, following 8.2.12 Transport infrastructure overlay code 
 
insert new 8.2.13 Nullinga dam overlay code as attached in Appendix D. 
 

Clause 11 Amendment to Schedule 2 - Mapping 

(1) Schedule 2, SC2.1 Map index 
 
insert, in Overlay maps: 
 

 OM-013 Nullinga dam overlay map 
 

(2) Schedule 2, SC2.5 Overlay maps 
 
insert new OM-013 Nullinga dam overlay map, generally in accordance 
with plan attached in Appendix E. 
 
(Note: the extent of the Nullinga dam development area is as per the 
predicted lake water level and buffer. 
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Appendix A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
 

Note: For the purpose of ease of understanding by Council, the changes are indicated by 
“Strikeout” (denoting deletion) and “Underline” (denoting insertion). 
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Appendix B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tables 
 

Note: For the purpose of ease of understanding by Council, the changes are indicated by 
“Strikeout” (denoting deletion) and “Underline” (denoting insertion). 
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Appendix C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 5.10.1-Assessment benchmarks for overlays 
 

Note: For the purpose of ease of understanding by Council, the changes are indicated by 
“Strikeout” (denoting deletion) and “Underline” (denoting insertion). 
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Appendix D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.2.13 Nullinga dam overlay code 
 

Note: For the purpose of ease of understanding by Council, the changes are indicated by 
“Strikeout” (denoting deletion) and “Underline” (denoting insertion). 
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Appendix E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draft OM-013 - Nullinga dam overlay map 
 

(Note: the extent of the Nullinga dam development area is as per the predicted lake water level 
and buffer. 
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