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Explanatory Statement 
 
This Explanatory Statement is produced as supporting material to Proposed Planning Scheme 
Policy 10 - Advertising Devices with an Electronic Display Component of the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme 2016. 

The Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 categorises permanent advertising devices as 
operational work. 

The definition of advertising device is as follows: 

Advertising Device - Any permanent structure, device, sign or the like intended for 
advertising purposes. It includes any framework, supporting structure or building feature that 
is provided exclusively or mainly as part of the advertisement. 

Advertising devices may either be Accepted development subject to requirements, or Code 
Assessable, depending on the particular sign and its location. 

Regardless of the level of assessment, the Planning Scheme's Advertising Devices Code is 
applicable. 

To date, most advertising device applications within Mareeba Shire have been for conventional 
signs with fixed printed/painted advertisements. 

Changing trends in the advertising industry has seen a rise in the use digital advertising signage 
elsewhere and it is only a matter of time before Council is required to consider an application for 
digital advertising signage. 

The primary causes for concern with the use of digital advertising signage are moving imagery and 
the luminance or brightness factor that can contribute to visual and cognitive distractions for the 
driver and road user. It is important to ensure the right balance of brightness and to avoid creating 
unnecessary distractions. 

To ensure that appropriate guidance material is available for future digital advertising signage, 
proposed Planning Scheme Policy 10 has been drafted. 

The proposed policy is intended to inform the assessment of an application for Operational Works 
(Advertising Device) where the proposed advertising device includes an Electronic Display 
Component (EDC). 

The proposed policy requires an applicant to provide the nominated information to demonstrate 
compliance with performance outcomes PO1, PO2(a), (d), (e) and PO4(a), (b) of the Advertising 
devices code. 
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