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9 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

9.1 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, CAPITAL WORKS MONTHLY REPORT - OCTOBER 2021 

Date Prepared: 20 October 2021 

Author: Director Infrastructure Services 

Attachments: 1. Capital Works Highlights - October 2021   
2. Capital Works Summary - October 2021    

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on capital works projects undertaken by the 
Infrastructure Services Department during the month of October 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services Capital Works Monthly Report for the month of 
October 2021. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council's Capital Works program is focussed on renewal and upgrade of Council infrastructure to 
achieve Council's corporate vision of "A growing, confident and sustainable Shire". The program is 
funded through a combination of Council's own funding and external grants and subsidies. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Financial 

The capital works program is tracking within budget. 

Infrastructure and Assets 

Projects included in the current capital works program were identified through Council's Project 
Prioritisation Tool (PPT) which uses a risk-based, multi-criteria approach to rank projects in order of 
priority. The PPT is aligned with Council's Long-Term Financial Plan and Asset Management 
sub-plans, which focus of renewal of existing assets. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
All capital works are listed in and funded by the 2021/22 Capital Works Program. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 
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9.3 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, TECHNICAL SERVICES OPERATIONS REPORT - OCTOBER 2021 

Date Prepared: 20 October 2021 

Author: Manager Technical Services 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to outline Council's Fleet, Design, Soils Lab, Survey, Quality, GIS, Project 
Management, Facilities and Investigation Services activities undertaken by Infrastructure Services 
during the month of October 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Technical Services Operations Report for 
October 2021. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Technical Services  

Design, quality and investigations: 

Investigation activities undertaken in October included:  

Activity Current Requests Closed Requests 
Road Infrastructure Review 71 59 
Drainage Investigations 8 0 
NHVR Permit Applications 0 15 
Aerodrome Investigations 2 0 
Traffic Count Surveys 0 14 
Parks Investigations 2 1 
Dial Before You Dig Requests 0 153 

 

Soil Laboratory: 

Council's Soil Laboratory provides NATA-accredited soil and material testing for internal and 
external services. The laboratory completed the following testing in the month of October: 

Supplier No. of Tests 
Internal 94 
External 133 

 

Asset Inspections: 

Scheduled inspections of Council's transport infrastructure assets have been undertaken during the 
month of October. Field inspections were directed towards culvert crossings of roads within the 
shire. In addition to these field inspections, work was completed towards improving data collected 
for the footpath, water, sewerage, roads and kerbs.  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 17 November 2021 
 

Item 9.3 Page 236 

Inspections planned for November will continue to focus on the culvert crossings of roads, kerb and 
channelling, underground stormwater network as well as inspection of Council roads and other 
transport infrastructure. 

Operational Works and Subdivisions 

To ensure ongoing compliance with development conditions, both during construction and 
on-maintenance, Council undertakes routine inspection and monitoring of sites. The following 
developments remain current: 

Locality Subdivisions Name Status 
Mareeba Kenneally Estate Stage 4 On-maintenance 
Mareeba The Edge Stage 3 Under construction 
Mareeba The Edge Stage 3A Under construction 
Mareeba Amaroo Stage 11 On-maintenance  
Mareeba The Edge Stage 2B On-maintenance 
Mareeba Mareeba Roadhouse and Accommodation Park, Williams Close On-maintenance -

Monitoring 
Kuranda 72 - 76 Mason Road Stage 1 On-maintenance 
Kuranda 112 Barnwell Road widening Monitoring 
Koah 123 Fantin Road (Two Chain Road) Under construction 

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) 

The DRFA is jointly funded by the Commonwealth and Queensland governments to help alleviate 
the costs of relief and recovery activities undertaken in disaster-affected communities by delivering 
recovery activities to return affected eligible assets back to pre-event condition. The status of 
declared disaster events currently being managed are provided below: 

Program Status 

2021 DRFA 
Program 
General 

Mareeba Shire activated DRFA assistance measures linked to Tropical Cyclone 
Imogen and associated Low Pressure System that occurred 2- 12 January 2021.  
A consultant has been engaged to assist with delivery of the 2021 DRFA 
Program. Betterment projects are to be identified and submitted in future 
funding rounds. 

2021 DRFA 
REPA Program 

High priority sites have been awarded to successful contractors, following 
notification from QRA of eligible activities. A number of activities on 
Tinaroo Creek and Leafgold Weir Road were deemed ineligible by QRA, 
however, to ensure the integrity of the network, it is proposed to complete 
the original intended scope of works via complimentary Council funding. 
Tenders for the greater part of the REPA works, closed Monday 8 November 
and will be considered by Council at its next Ordinary Meeting, 15 December 
2021. One remaining package of works, being the Culvert Restoration Program 
is to be submitted to QRA for assessment in December 2021. 

2019 DRFA Gamboola Crossing remains the only site not yet completed. Commencement 
occurred in late October, with completion expected prior to December 2021, 
weather dependant.  
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Program Status 

2019 
Betterment 

Fossilbrook Crossing remains the only site not yet completed.  
Commencement occurred mid-October, with completion expected prior to 
end of November 2021, weather dependant 

 

Facilities  

Community Halls: 

Maintaining safe and efficient access to Council Community Halls is recognised as an important 
aspect for the community's ongoing wellbeing. All facility users are required to comply with the 
conditions set out by the State Government's COVID-19 Restrictions Roadmap. 

Generally, October hall hires remained steady across the portfolio, although Koah Hall provided a 
significant increase to utilisation. The Mareeba Cedric Davies Community Hub is still new to 
tracking, however interest continues to improve in its access.  

As of 9 July, the "Check In Qld" App was made mandatory in Council's Facilities.  

 
Swimming Pools 

All Pools were open to the public with the new Managing Lessee undertaking a ground up review of 
practices at all facilities, which has (and will further) resulted in a number of changes, including gate 
entry practices at all facilities. School swimming lessons has commenced, and squad training is 
increasing at Mareeba and Kuranda Pool. 
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Caravan Parks: 

 
 

 
 

Vandalism & Graffiti:  

During October six, (6) reports of vandalism/graffiti were recorded for Council facilities, with annual 
costs provided below; 

Financial Year Actuals Comments 
2015/16 $   2,134.00 Mareeba Rankin Street - vandalism 

Mareeba Arnold Park toilets - graffiti 
Mareeba CWA Toilets - vandalism  
Mareeba Gymnastics Hall - vandalism and graffiti 
Mareeba Pool secret garden - graffiti 
Kuranda Centenary Park toilets - vandalism 

2016/17 $ 16,546.00 
2017/18 $ 23,948.00 
2018/19 $ 14,851.00 
2019/20 $ 14,211.18 
2020/21 $ 62,199.62  
2021/22 $12,617.92 

Note - actuals for vandalism/graffiti do not reflect costs to repairs during that period. Incoming expenses for repairs carry over until 
works are completed. 

 

Aerodromes 
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Mareeba Aerodrome recorded a reduction in activity for October, generally owing to the weather 
conditions. Chillagoe Aerodrome has only minor activity recorded for the period, however with 
consideration to month on month reporting, it has reflected significant growth.  

 

 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

COVID-19 impacts in relation to closure and re-opening of facilities will be managed in line with 
Queensland Government requirements. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Additional costs associated with graffiti and vandalism is expected and will be accommodated within 
existing budget allocations. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously operates in a cost-effective manner while 
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Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Community: An informed and engaged community which supports and encourages effective 
partnerships to enhance the liveability of the Shire. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 
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9.6 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE OPERATIONS REPORT - OCTOBER 2021 

Date Prepared: 20 October 2021 

Author: Manager Water and Waste 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Infrastructure Services Department during the month of October 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Operations Report for 
October 2021. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Water and Wastewater Treatment: 

All treatment plants are performing satisfactorily. Water demand was slightly higher across all 
schemes with higher than average consumption per connection, which may be attributed to the dry 
conditions currently being experienced.  

Routine environmental monitoring did not detect any exceedances of environmental discharge 
limits. No anomalies or reportable notifications were reported in relation to routine water quality 
testing conducted during the month. 

Water Treatment Mareeba Kuranda Chillagoe Dimbulah Mt Molloy* 

Water Plant average 
daily production (kL) 

9,959 1,433 434 480 112 

Number of Connections 4,385 982 157 272 113 

Average daily water 
consumption per 
connection (L) 

2,271 1,459 2,764 1,765 991 

* Mt Molloy is an untreated, non-potable water supply 

Wastewater Treatment Mareeba Kuranda 

Wastewater Plant average daily treatment (kL) 2,021 229 

Number of Connections 3,424 346 

Average daily inflow per connection (L) 590 662 
 

Water and Wastewater Reticulation: 

Council's water reticulation crew attended to six (6) water main breaks and small water leaks and 
four (4) sewer main breaks this month, and average response times were within targets set out in 
Council's customer service standard for water services.  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 17 November 2021 
 

Item 9.6 Page 248 

Monthly statistics are shown on the water reticulation main breaks and sewerage main breaks and 
chokes:

 

Waste Operations: 

All transfer stations and Mareeba landfill are currently operational. 

Recycling 

Waste material collected at each of the waste transfer stations are either deposited directly to the 
Mareeba landfill, recycled or transported to the SUEZ Advanced Resource Recovery Facility (ARRF) 
in Cairns for processing.  
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Waste to Mareeba Landfill 

Mareeba Landfill is no longer receiving residual waste from the SUEZ Advanced Resource Recovery 
Facility (ARRF) plant in Cairns. Landfill waste in October includes minor quantities received from the 
waste transfer stations (Mareeba included), commercial and industrial waste, and waste that 
Mareeba Shire Council produces from its own activities. 
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Illegally Dumped Waste 

Council received three (3) illegally dumped tyres and one (1) illegally dumped vehicle and a fridge 
through Mareeba Waste Transfer Station during the month of October.  

 
Green Waste 

Council received a total of 105 tonnes of green waste in the month of October. Green waste was 
mulched in October, and there were 4 mulch sales. A Free Green Waste disposal day will be held 
on Saturday, 4  December 2021 and Sunday, 5 December 2021 for all transfer stations. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Environmental 

Council holds an Environmental Authority issued under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to 
operate landfill facilities. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously operates in a cost-effective manner while 
rves to ensure a sustainable future. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance while delivering affordable levels of identified services within the 
Shire. 
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9.7 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WORKS SECTION ACTIVITY REPORT - OCTOBER 2021 

Date Prepared: 8 November 2021 

Author: Manager Works 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council's Transport Infrastructure, Parks and Gardens, 
and Bridge operational activities undertaken by Infrastructure Services during the month of 
October 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Works Progress Report for the month of 
October 2021. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Transport Infrastructure 
Road Maintenance Activities 
Unsealed road maintenance grading continued within the Shire in September, with the following 
roads being graded. 

Area 
Dimbulah/Western Eastern 

Crystalbrook Road Oak Forest Road 
Maniopota Road Armstrong Road 
 Austin Road 
 Jeffery Road West 
 Mona Mona Road 
 Black Mountain Road 

 

During the month, other operational activities included: 

Cleaning of drains at the Mareeba Airport and installation of rock protection at drainage 
structures in the Mareeba area.  
Bitumen patching and isolated sealed pavement defect repairs in Mareeba and Kuranda 
areas.  
Gravel road patching on unsealed roads in the Kuranda area.  
A number of damaged signs were replaced, and 'No Camping' signs were installed at the John 
Doyle Bridge and the Brewery Hole in Mareeba.  
Vegetation management, slashing and herbicide spraying was carried out on rural roads in 
the Julatten, Mt Molloy and Kuranda areas; and  
Removal of the shade sail and fencing at the old Liberty Swing site in Centenary Park, 
Mareeba. 
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Customer Requests 

Since the beginning of 2021, the Works Group has received 1,773 Customer Requests (CRs) with 
1,731 of these requests resolved. The table below shows the number of requests lodged per month 
and the number of requests that were resolved. 

Month CRs Lodged CRs Resolved 
January 2021 269 197 
February 2021 204 229 
March 2021 196 195 
April 2021 193 172 
May 2021 167 177 
June 2021 168 147 
July 2021 144 154 
August 2021 153 160 
September 2021 154 190 
October 2021 125 110 
Total 1,773 1,731 

 

At the time of reporting, the Works Group had 52 open (unresolved) requests. 

Bridges and Major Culverts 

Maintenance and inspections were carried out on the following bridges, causeways and major 
culverts during the month of October. 

Location Structure 
Emerald Falls Road Causeway 
Sabin Road West Causeway 
Tinaroo Creek Road Causeway 
Wright Road Causeway 
Trimble Road Causeway 
Martin Avenue Major Culvert 
Kovacic Road Bridge 
Adil Road Major Culvert 
Seary Road Major Culvert 
Malone Road Major Culvert 
Henry Hannam Drive Causeway 
Emerald Falls Road Causeway 
Tinaroo Creek Road Causeway 
McIver Road Causeway 
Keeble Street Major Culvert 
Fichera Road Bridge 
Douglas Track East Major Culvert 
George Fabris Road Causeway 
Davies Creek Road Causeway 
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The bridge crews have now commenced fabrication of the concrete girders for the Davies Creek 
Bridge Upgrade on Kanervo Road. It is anticipated that the fabrication process will take 
approximately five (5) weeks. 

 

TMR Third Party Works 

TMR Contract Number CN-14155: Burke Developmental Road Re-sheet Ch 440.42 to Ch 443 and 
Ch 448.99 to Ch 468.94 

In March 2020, representatives of the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) met with 
Council officers to discuss the re-sheeting of 22.53km of unsealed running surface on the 
Burke Developmental Road. Council's contract price was accepted in August 2020; however, a lack 
of construction water forced the project to be postponed until July 2021. 

The project was completed mid-October and realised a total of 23,940m3 of road base carted, mixed, 
laid and compacted over a total distance of 19.57km. Included in these quantities is an additional 
561.32m3of road base to provide 300mm cover to existing culverts that occurred within the 
sections. 

 

  
 Table drain clearing and installation   Back watering operation 

  
                  Completed running surface and table drain     Completed running surface 
 

TMR Routine Maintenance Performance Contract (RMPC) 
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A medium formation grade was carried out between Almaden and Chillagoe in late October to 
coincide with the Chillagoe Rodeo. Approximately 700 tonnes of type 4.3 gravel was imported to 
cover exposed rock bars east of Chillagoe township on the Burke Developmental Road (BDR). 

Medium formation grading commenced on unsealed sections of the BDR between Chillagoe and 
Fergu
November.  

Pipe and culvert inlet, outlet, headwall repairs and inspections have been completed on the 
Mareeba - Dimbulah Road, the Mulligan Highway and also the Herberton - Petford Road. Pipe 
inspections are continuing on the BDR.  

Parks and Open Spaces 

The Mareeba, Kuranda, Mt Molloy, Dimbulah and Chillagoe Parks and Gardens staff carried out 
regular programmed duties for the month of October. Mowing, slashing, irrigation repairs and 
cleaning making up the bulk of duties. 

A full audit of public bins in the Mareeba township was undertaken during the month with findings 
and recommendations to be presented to Council in the future. 

Land Protection 

Parthenium Weed: Monthly inspections carried out on 12 sites. All landholders are complying with 
their biosecurity obligation. Council officers continue to monitor 11 of the sites every three (3) 
weeks. 

Multi species weeds Emu Creek/Walsh River catchment: Work has continued along Emu Creek on 
the Walsh River catchment targeting two (2) Jatropha species, Rubber Vine and Siam Weed. 

Amazon Frogbit: Land Protection staff are continuing to inspect our sentinel sites on the 
Mitchell River catchment and report that, to date, no Amazon Frogbit has been detected. Land 
Protection officers have been working with a local traditional owner organisation who are in the 
process of applying for grant funding to work on the Barron River catchment. 

Pond Apple and Siam Weed: A joint taskforce of Mareeba Shire Council (MSC) and Tablelands 
Regional Council (TRC) are surveying and treating these two species that have been recently 
detected along Rocky Creek near the MSC/TRC boundary. Plants were found and treated in the MSC 
area and staff are hopeful the outbreak has not established into the Barron River. A follow up 
treatment will be necessary in the short term, working with TRC and State Government agencies. 

Wild dogs: Baiting has been carried out on six (6) properties on the upper reaches of the Walsh and 
Lynd River catchments totalling 382,300 hectares of land.  

Rabbits: Officers have undertaken two (2) releases of Calisivirus in October. One (1) at Mutchilba 
and one (1) at Irvinebank. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

COVID-19 impacts in relation to closure and re-opening of facilities will be managed in line with 
Queensland Government restrictions. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Operating 
All operational works are funded by the section specific 2021/22 maintenance budgets. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously operates in a cost-effective manner while 
 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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