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9 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

9.1 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, CAPITAL WORKS MONTHLY REPORT - JANUARY 2021 

Date Prepared: 18 January 2021 

Author: Director Infrastructure Services 

Attachments: 1. Capital Works Highlights - January 2021   
2. Capital Works Summary - January 2021    

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on capital works projects undertaken by the 
Infrastructure Services Department during the month of January 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services Capital Works Monthly Report for the month of 
January 2021. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council's Capital Works program is focussed on renewal and upgrade of Council infrastructure to 
achieve Council's corporate vision of "A growing, confident and sustainable Shire". The program is 
funded through a combination of Council's own funding and external grants and subsidies. 

Partial funding has been secured for the upgrade of Mason Street Sewer Main through the Local 
Economic Recovery (LER) program for Queensland, which is jointly funded by the Commonwealth 
and Queensland Governments under the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements, with Council to 
co-contribute remaining costs toward the project. Allocation and timing of Council's financial 
contribution will be considered in a future report to Council.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Financial 

The capital works program is tracking within budget. 

Infrastructure and Assets 

Projects included in the current capital works program were identified through Council's Project 
Prioritisation Tool (PPT) which uses a risk-based, multi-criteria approach to rank projects in order of 
priority. The PPT is aligned with Council's Long-Term Financial Plan and Asset Management 
sub-plans, which focus of renewal of existing assets. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
All capital works are listed in and funded by the 2020/21 Capital Works Program. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 
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9.3 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, TECHNICAL SERVICES OPERATIONS REPORT - JANUARY 2021 

Date Prepared: 18 January 2021 

Author: Manager Technical Services 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council's Fleet, Design, Soils Lab, Survey, Quality, GIS, 
Project Management, Facilities and Investigation Services activities undertaken by Infrastructure 
Services during the month of January 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Technical Services Operations Report for 
January 2021. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Technical Services  

Design, quality and investigations: 

Investigation activities undertaken in January included:  

Activity Current Requests Closed Requests 

Road Infrastructure Review 67 32 

Drainage Investigations 5 8 

NHVR Permit Applications 0 16 

Aerodrome Investigations 1 0 

Traffic Count Surveys 0 0 

Parks Investigations 6 0 

Rural Address Requests 0 2 

Dial Before You Dig Requests 0 36 

 

Soil Laboratory: 

Council's Soil Laboratory provides NATA-accredited soil and material testing for internal and 
external services. The laboratory personnel took leave during the January period due to minimal 
works being programmed, and as such, no testing was undertaken during the month of January. 

Asset Inspections: 

Scheduled inspections of Council's transport infrastructure assets focussed primarily on the road 
network during the month of January: 

Inspection Type No. of roads inspections 
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Roads 118 

Subtotal 118 
 

In addition to field inspections, work was completed towards improving data collected for the 
footpath, water, sewerage, roads, kerbs and stormwater network.  

Inspections planned for February will continue to focus on the annual inspection of Council roads. 
 
Operational Works and Subdivisions 

To ensure ongoing compliance with development conditions, both during construction and 
on-maintenance, Council undertakes routine inspection and monitoring of sites. The following 
developments remain current: 

Locality Subdivisions Name Status 

Mareeba Kenneally Estate Stage 4 Under construction 

Mareeba The Edge Stage 3A Under construction 

Mareeba Amaroo Stage 11 Under construction 

Mareeba The Edge Stage 2B On-maintenance 

Kuranda 3 Hilltop Close On-maintenance 

Mareeba Mareeba Roadhouse & Accommodation Park, Williams Close On-maintenance 

Mareeba Clean Choices Car Wash On-maintenance 

Kuranda 72 - 76 Mason Road Stage 1 On-maintenance 

Kuranda 112 Barnwell Road widening Monitoring 

 

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA - previously NDRRA) 

The DRFA is jointly funded by the Commonwealth and Queensland governments to help alleviate 
the costs of relief and recovery activities undertaken in disaster-affected communities by delivering 
recovery activities to return affected eligible assets back to pre-event condition. The status of 
declared disaster events currently being managed are provided below: 

Program Status 

2021 DRFA Mareeba Shire activated DRFA assistance measures associated with Tropical 
Cyclone Imogen and Associated Low Pressure System, 2 - 12 January 2021. 
DRFA has been approved for Counter Disaster Operations (CDO) and 
Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets (REPA). 

2019 DRFA Works at all locations completed, with the exception of a small creek crossing 
repair in the Mareeba area, which will be completed after the wet season 
and prior to end of financial year; and Gamboola Crossing which will 
commence after the wet season. 

2019 Betterment Preparation for delivery of the 2019 Betterment works is underway; 
Fossilbrook Road, Lynd Crossing - Tender Award approved, works to 
commence after wet season. 
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Program Status 

Shanty Creek Road, Creek Crossing - Council consideration at February 
Council Meeting. 
Clacherty Road, Creek Crossing - Council consideration at February 
Council Meeting. 

QRA provided preliminary approval of these projects in early September 
2020.  Other betterment projects to be identified and submitted in future 
funding rounds. 

 

Facilities  

Community Halls: 

Maintaining safe and efficient access to Council Community Halls is recognised as an important 
aspect for the community's ongoing wellbeing. All facility users are required to comply with the 
conditions set out by the State Government's COVID-19 Restrictions Roadmap.   

January utilisation indicates a decline compared with previous months, however the contraction in 
utilisation aligns with historical data from previous years. It is noted that some clubs are yet to 
recommence following the emergence of COVID-19. 

 
 

Swimming Pools: 

All three (3) pools are now operational, with public safety restrictions remaining in force in line with 
the State Government's COVID-19 Requirements. Reduced attendance numbers reflect the storms 
and the reduced pool hours at the beginning of the year. Schools are to return in February.  
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Caravan Parks: 

Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park utilisation has reduced when compared to both last month and the 
similar period for previous year, which at this time is contributed to the COVID-19 restrictions to 
travellers and the borders closure.  

 
 

Dimbulah Caravan Park utilisation has also reduced slightly compared to last month and the similar 
period for the previous year. Figures compared to last year in some areas are still down which is still 
contributed to the COVID-19 restrictions for travellers.  
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Vandalism & Graffiti:  

During January, twelve (12) reports of vandalism/graffiti were recorded, with annual costs provided 
below; 

Financial Year Actuals Comments 
2015/16 $   2,134.00 Mareeba Arnold Park ladies' toilets - graffiti  

Mareeba CWA Toilets - cistern ripped off the wall 
Mareeba Theatre Hall x2 - holes in walls 
Mareeba Sports Hall x2 - exterior graffiti and damage to 
building internal and external 
Mareeba Rankin Street Office x5 - over a period of 10 days. 
Carport damaged, graffitied, vehicles vandalised and 
infrastructure damaged. 
Mareeba Davies Park - vehicle damaged fence Jasper Street 

2016/17 $ 16,546.00 
2017/18 $ 23,948.00 
2018/19 $ 14,851.00 
2019/20 $ 14,211.18 
2020/21 $ 14 724.56  

Note - actuals for vandalism/graffiti do not reflect costs to repairs during that period. Incoming 
expenses for repairs carry over until works is completed. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

COVID-19 impacts in relation to closure and re-opening of facilities will be managed in line with 
Queensland Government requirements. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Additional costs associated with graffiti and vandalism is expected and will be accommodated within 
existing budget allocations. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
-effective manner. 
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Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Community: An engaged community which supports and encourages effective partnerships to 
enhance the liveability of the shire and the wellbeing of residents in communities which are resilient 
and prepared for unforeseen events. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 
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9.9 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WORKS SECTION ACTIVITY REPORT - JANUARY 2021 

Date Prepared: 7 February 2021 

Author: Manager Works 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council's Transport Infrastructure, Parks and Gardens, 
Bridge and Pest Management operational activities undertaken by Infrastructure Services during 
the month of January 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Works Progress Report for the month of 
January 2021. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Transport Infrastructure 

Road Maintenance Activities 

Mareeba Shire was activated by the Queensland Government for Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA) assistance measures associated with Tropical Cyclone Imogen and Associated 
Low Pressure System, 2 - 12 January 2021. DRFA has been approved to enable Council to access 
funding assistance for undertaking Counter Disaster Operations (CDO) for approved activities that 
were undertaken immediately prior to, during or immediately after an eligible disaster and 
Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets (REPA) for temporary emergency repair works and 
permanent reconstruction of eligible infrastructure. 

Council's Construction and Maintenance staff have been carrying out emergency repairs of road and 
drainage assets for much of January. As well as Council staff, two (2) contractors have been engaged 
to assist in the repair activities.  

At the time of reporting, staff were still unable to travel past Wrotham Park, north west of Chillagoe, 
so there are still parts of Council's local road network that are yet to be inspected for damage. 
Currently, all accessible local roads to this point are in an open and safe condition, however 
motorists need to drive to the prevailing conditions. 
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                                    Fossilbrook Road                                                                                               Wolfram Camp Road 

 

  
                                    Bolwarra Road                                                                                                   Morrish Road 

Bridges and Major Culverts 

Rain over the month of January has seen the Bridge and Concrete crews concentrate their efforts 
on the cleaning and clearing of debris from major culverts inlets and outlets and emergency 
repairing. These activities will continue in the coming weeks along with scheduled bridge and major 
culvert inspections and maintenance.  

  
                         Inlet/Outlet Clearing Ada Creek                                                              Leadingham Creek Road Causeway 
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TMR Routine Maintenance Performance Contract (RMPC) 

RMPC crews ceased work for 2020 on 18 December and have been returning from leave during 
January. Operational works on state-controlled roads under Council's stewardship during the month 
of January have been restricted to emergent works and as resources become available the normal 
maintenance programs will resume.  

Parks and Open Spaces  

Regular rainfall during January has ensured that mowing will be the primary task for Parks and Open 
Spaces in all areas of the shire for the coming months. Contractors have been engaged to attempt 
to keep pace with the rapidly growing vegetation. 

In late 2020, it was identified that a fig tree in the heritage-listed Kuranda Fig Tree Avenue on 
Coondoo Street is dying. The tree is located adjacent to 21 Coondoo Street. 

An arborist was engaged to inspect the tree and has reported that a combination of age and other 
factors such as restricted growing space have caused the demise of the tree and that it will not 
recover. The arborist has recommended that the tree be removed before it becomes a safety hazard 
to pedestrians and vehicles. 

Council officers have lodged an application for an Exemption Certificate with the Department of 
Environment and Science (DES) in accordance with the heritage listing requirements to have the 
tree removed. Council is waiting on further advice from the Queensland Government in relation to 
the application. 

 
Fig Tree at 21 Coondoo Street, Kuranda 
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Land Protection  

Prickle Trees (Prickly acacia, Mimosa, Parkinsonia): Ootann, Fossilbrook and Springfield Roads have 
been surveyed and all prickle trees have been removed and their locations mapped. 

Frogbit: Land Protection officers have established four (4) sentinel sites on Two Mile Creek, 
Four Mile Creek and Lake Mitchell. Staff visit these sites four (4) times per year and spray all the 
invasive weedy grasses to maintain a clear water space so that any Frogbit that washes down will 
be highly visible. The first treatment has been undertaken and officers report that no new incursions 
of this aggressive water weed were located. 

Gamba Grass: Land Protection field staff have commenced Mareeba Shire Council's annual roadside 
spray treatment of Gamba Grass. 

Town Weeds: Goats head burr, Bindii, Rats Tail Grass and other pests have been treated on town 
street verges, parks and gardens and Council reserves. 

Siam Weed Infestation on Sandy Creek at Mount Molloy 

In July 2019 Council was contacted by a resident from this area reporting a new weed that was 
invading their pastures, creek bed and banks and climbing into trees on Sandy Creek. 

Council's Land Protection staff attended the site to assess and identified Siam weed to be present. 
Plant samples were collected and sent off to the Queensland Government Herbarium for 
confirmation. 

Together with the affected landowners and some of the downstream neighbours, officers initiated 
an extended survey in order to gauge the extent of the weed.  It was found to be infesting 
238 hectares of the river riparian, extending to forested lagoons and anabranches as well as invading 
grazing land. It posed a serious threat to the entire Mitchell River Catchment due to flowing water 
carrying seeds downstream. 

The initial infestation was proven to be from a stone pitched causeway on one (1) of the property 
fire trails. It is highly probable that the stone sourced for the causeway was from a Siam infested 
rockpile. Officers were unable to determine the source of the material or who had installed the 
causeway. 

The initial control/removal program was paid for by Council and affected property owners. As it was 
a large site and potentially expensive removal program, $20,000 funding was applied for and 
approved in August 2019 through the Australian Governments Communities Environment Program. 
Land Protection staff have completed a further three (3) full control programs during this time. 

Although the four (4) treatments have dramatically reduced the area and density of the weed, the 
area will need to be monitored and treat as necessary all seedling plants that emerge. With the 
property owners' continued assistance, officers are confident that they will be able to manage the 
area until it has been completely removed from the site. Continued extended surveys looking for 
seedlings and out breaks will continue, as will public awareness and education further down the 
catchment. 

The grant has been acquitted and Council has reported back to the funding body showing before 
and after photos, maps, financial costings, the benefits to the community and the health of the river 
system. 

Through the public awareness program that was an integral part of the project, is expected that 
local residents and landowners will be able to recognise Siam weed and know who to notify should 
further suspected Siam outbreaks occur. 
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    Treating Siam Weed-Sweet William Pocket, Mt Molloy                                                  Treated Site (pink) 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

COVID-19 impacts in relation to closure and re-opening of facilities will be managed in line with 
Queensland Government restrictions. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Operating 
All operational works are funded by the section specific 2020/21 maintenance budgets. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
-effective manner. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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9.8 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE OPERATIONS REPORT - JANUARY 2021 

Date Prepared: 18 January 2021 

Author: Manager Water and Waste 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Infrastructure Services Department during the month of January 2021. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Operations Report for 
January 2021. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Water and Wastewater Treatment: 

All treatment plants performing satisfactorily. Water demand for December was similar to the 
previous month's consumption.  

Inflows through the wastewater treatment plants have remained steady with a slight decrease in 
inflows at the Mareeba WWTP and Kuranda WWTP towards the end of December. 

Routine environmental monitoring did not detect any exceedances of environmental discharge 
limits. No anomalies or reportable notifications were reported in relation to routine water quality 
testing conducted during November. 

 

Water Treatment Mareeba Kuranda Chillagoe Dimbulah Mt Molloy* 

Water Plant average 
daily production (kL) 

5,082 763 211 190 53 

Number of Connections 3,922 1,010 123 247 123 

Average daily water 
consumption per 
connection (L) 

1,296 755 1,715 769 423 

* Mt Molloy is an untreated, non-potable water supply 

 

Wastewater Treatment Mareeba Kuranda 

Wastewater Plant average daily treatment (kL) 7,474 230 

Number of Connections 3,507 348 

Average daily inflow per connection (L) 2131 661 
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Water and Wastewater Reticulation: 

Council's water reticulation crew attended to seven (7) water main breaks and small water leaks 
and three (3) sewer main breaks, and average response times were within targets set out in Council's 
customer service standard for water services.  

Monthly statistics are shown on the water reticulation main breaks and sewerage main breaks and 
chokes: 

 
Waste Operations: 

All transfer stations and Mareeba landfill are currently operational. 

Recycling 

Waste material collected at each of the waste transfer stations are either deposited directly to the 
Mareeba landfill, recycled or transported to the SUEZ Advanced Resource Recovery Facility (ARRF) 
in Cairns for processing.  
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Waste to Mareeba Landfill 

Waste directed to Mareeba Landfill is primarily residual waste from the SUEZ Advanced Resource 
Recovery Facility (ARRF) plant in Cairns, with minor quantities received from the waste transfer 
stations (Mareeba included), commercial and industrial waste, and waste that Mareeba Shire 
Council produces from its own activities. 
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Illegally Dumped Waste 

Council received no illegally dumped waste through Mareeba Waste Transfer Station during the 
month of January. 
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Queensland State Waste Levy  

Earlier last year, the Queensland Government deferred the increase of levy rates from 1 July 2020 
to 1 January 2021 as part of a suite of measures to support Queensland businesses during COVID-19. 
 
In line with the original decision and as scheduled in the Waste Reduction and Recycling Regulation 
2011, levy rates have increased by $5 per tonne on 1 January 2021. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Environmental 

Council holds an Environmental Authority issued under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to 
operate landfill facilities. 

The Environmental Authority amendment process is underway. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
-effective manner. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 
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