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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

McPeake Town Planning QLD Pty Ltd as applicant on behalf of the property owners Jaques Australian Coffee 

Pty Ltd (tte) for Kelsey and Luke Anderson submit this Development Application for Material Change of Use for 

Special Industry (Distillery) at 137 Leotta Road, Mareeba, Lot 232 on NR4837. 

The proposed small­scale boutique distillery ‘The Lukure Collection’ is to be located within a small section of 

the Jaques Coffee Plantation, just outside of Mareeba. The head distiller is Mr Luke Andersen who is also the 

Operations Manager at Jaques Coffee Plantation.

The distillery is to utilise the coffee bean husk and pulp waste from the production of the coffee beans during 

the manufacturing process. The main distilled product to be produced by The Lukure Collection is a Coffee 

Liqueur. However, as the primary outcome of a distillery is the creation of alcohol its intended that in the 

future the distillery may also produce other spirits including whiskey, gin and vodka.

This innovative re­use of farm waste will be used in the distilling process to produce alcohol. It is considered 

that the introduction of another distillery in the Mareeba shire cements the region as a regional hub for 

distillation in Northern Queensland. Furthermore, reinforcing the regions food and wine trail credentials.

A small area of the existing Jaques Café will be used to sell the distillery products. And a small section of the 

existing cafe area will be utilised for tasting. The distilling area is to be located adjacent to the existing 

caretaker’s residence as it is the most practical location to access existing infrastructure including a large coffee 

bean hopper.

As distillery infrastructure isn’t much different to a brewery, the distillery may also (in future) when distillation 

isn’t occurring, produce beer from the coffee bean waste product. Its determined that the inclusion of a 

brewery is consistent with the definition of Special Industry if the total volume of alcohol produced doesn’t 

exceed 2,500L per year.

The Distillery and Retail component is intended to operate with 2 employees (being the applicants), during the 

same operational hours of the Jaques Coffee Plantation Cafe (7 days per week 10am­4pm). It’s expected that 

the distillery will result in a very small increase in visitation to the site. With visitation not expected to impact 

negatively upon on­site car parking or noticeable increased vehicular movements along Leotta Road.

The proposed land use and activities are deemed impact assessable under the Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme 

2016. The development requires a period of public notification period of 15 business days. The proposed 

development does not trigger any state or federal government referrals. The proposed development is compliant 

with the relevant Codes; Polices and Conditions under the Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme 2016, and where 

reasonable and relevant can be appropriately conditioned. 

DA forms completed supporting this Development Application include:

� DA Form 1

� Owners Consent
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The following plans and drawings supporting this Development Application are attached in Appendix B: 

� Site and locality plan

� Distillery floor plan

2. Site Characteristics

McPeake Town Planning QLD Pty Ltd as applicant on behalf of the property owners Jaques Australian Coffee 

Pty Ltd (tte) for Kelsey and Luke Anderson and submit this Development Application for Material Change of Use 

for Special Industry (Distillery) at 137 Leotta Road, Mareeba, Lot 232 on NR4837. 

Address and Property Description

� Lot 232 on NR4837

� Total land area – 2199m2

Local Planning Authority

� Mareeba Shire Council

� Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016

3.2  Site Tenure 

The subject site is held in freehold tenure by Jaques Australian Coffee Pty Ltd (tte) who have consented to the 

making of this development application (see attached).

Zoning of the Subject Site ­ Rural
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3.3 Physical Characteristics and Surrounding Land Uses

The subject site is located in the rural zone of the Mareeba Shire. The site is surrounded by rural operations 

including cropping. The site is currently utilised as a coffee plantation with complimentary tourism operations 

(farm tours) and a café and small shop.  The shop currently sells coffee liqueur which is manufactured offsite. 

Offsite sensitive land uses are located in excess of 500m from the proposed development.

Figure 2 Aerial image of the subject site and its locality

Source: Google earth/Queensland Globe, accessed 15/05/2018
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3. PLANNING ASSESSMENT

4.1 Introduction

This proposed Material Change of Use (Distillery) is assessed in accordance with the relevant policies 

of the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 and any other planning documents relevant to 

the application. 

4.2 Level of Assessment and Applicable Codes

In accordance with the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 the development assessment 

needs to address the following local codes/policies as well as the relevant Strategic Outcomes:

� Zone: Rural Zone

� Use Code: Industrial Activities Code

� Overlays: Agricultural Land (Class A), Environmental Significance ­ Waterways,

� General Codes: Infrastructure Works Code, Landscaping Code, Parking and Access Code. 

Strategic Intent: Specific Outcomes Related to this Development Application:

Settlement Pattern and Built Environment

3.3.11 – Rural Areas

Response: 

The proposal is not in conflict with 3.3.11 with the proposal considered to be a complimentary use to 

the existing rural and commercial operations on the site. 

Economic Development

3.7.2 – Rural and Agricultural Land

Response: 

The proposal supports 3.7.2 and is not in conflict with the rural land use, instead complimenting the 

existing use by using the agricultural by products from the coffee bean production. 

3.7.3 – Rural Enterprise

Response: 

The proposal is an excellent example of innovative rural enterprise for the region by utilising the 

coffee by products to produce another output from the existing rural site. 
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3.7.7­ Tourism

The distillery will support the existing tourism operations on the site. It is considered that the 

introduction of another distillery in the Mareeba shire cements the region as a regional hub for 

distillation in Northern Queensland. Furthermore, reinforcing the regions food and wine trail 

credentials.

Rural Zone Code:

� –

�

—

�

Version: 1, Version Date: 16/05/2018

Document Set ID: 3387426



8

�
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Agricultural Land Overlay Code

within the ‘Class A’ area or 

‘Class B’ area 

is 

the ‘Class A’ area or ‘Cl

B’ area 

�

‘Class A’ area, ‘Class B’ 

or the ‘Broadhectare rural’ 

�
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Development in the ‘Class A’ 
area or ‘Class B’ area 

�

–

Environmental Significance Overlay Code - Waterways

General Statement of Compliance:

The proposal complies with the code.  The distillery area is to be located within an area previously 

used for rural purposes and located a significant distance from the waterway. 
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Industrial Activities Code

accepted development subject to requirements

—

–

–

–

�

�
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�

–

Works, services and infrastructure code

–

�

farm

s
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that demonstrates that the 
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�

�

�

–

� N/A 

�
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�

–

Parking and Access Code

General Statement of Compliance:

The proposal is considered to be minor and ancillary to the existing uses and additional carparking is 

not required specifically for the use.  Jacques has sufficient carparking spaces on the property, being 

in excess of 30 spaces. It’s expected that the distillery will result in a very small increase in visitation 

to the site. With visitation not expected to impact negatively upon on­site car parking or a noticeable 

increase in vehicular movements along Leotta Road.

Landscaping Code

General Statement of Compliance:

The proposed distillery is of very small scale and located away from the main commercial and dining 

areas of Jacques and will not be visible from those areas. It will also not be visible from any of the 

boundaries or outside of the site. No further landscaping is proposed. 

5.0 CONCLUSION

It’s considered that the proposed development is consistent with the strategic intent of the planning 

scheme and Codes applicable to this development application. No major non­compliances have been 

observed.  This proposal is not inconsistent with the surrounding area and will be a low impact use.  

The site is of sufficient area and provides ample on­site car parking and have a minimal impact to 

Leotta Road and surrounding properties.
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Locality and site plan – “The Lukure Collection” Proposed Distillery.

137 Leotta Road, Mareeba, Lot 232 on NR4837.

© google, QLD government, mcpeake town planning 2018, V1 ­ 15/5/2018. [__________]_________] ~20m
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