
Relevant Development Codes – 2 Debel Close MAREEBA 4880
The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the
application:
6.2.4 Emerging community zone code
6.2.8 Recreation and open space zone code

6.2.4 Emerging community zone code
6.2.4.1 Application
(1) This code applies to assessing development where:
(a) located in the Emerging community zone; and
(b) it is identified in the assessment benchmarks for assessable development and 
requirements
for accepted development column of an assessment table in Part 5 of the planning scheme.

6.2.4.2 Purpose
(1) The purpose of the Emerging community zone code is to:
(a) identify land that is suitable for urban purposes and protect land that may be suitable for
urban development in the future
(b) manage the timely conversion of non-urban land to urban purposes.
(c) prevent or discourage development that is likely to compromise appropriate longer term 
land use.

(2) Mareeba Shire Council’s purpose of the Emerging community zone code is to provide for 
the sequenced release of land to meet community need and market demand for new urban 
development in designated urban growth areas.
Urban development may occur in the zone in accordance with an approved structure plan
but the primary purpose of the zone and the code is to reserve land for future urban
development, the majority of which is likely to occur beyond the life of the planning
scheme. Urban growth areas are identified within the towns of Kuranda and Mareeba. 
These areas are subject to Local plan codes which include further provisions.
(3) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes:
(a) Land that has the potential for development for urban purposes although may contain
pockets of land unsuitable for development due to scenic or environmental constraints is
preserved until detailed planning studies have occurred;
(b) Interim development does not compromise the future development potential of the land 
for urban purposes;
(c) Development of land is based upon the provision of infrastructure, consideration of
environmental constraints and desired settlement pattern for the area;
(d) Development is supported by necessary transport infrastructure which is designed to 
provide and promote safe and efficient public transport use, walking and cycling;
(e) Development is supported by an internal road network and does not compromise the 
safety or efficiency of State-controlled or Local government collector roads;
(f) Land is developed in an orderly sequence and, for all but minor proposals, in accordance
with a structure planning process;
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(g) Land is developed in a sustainable manner to reflect the desired land use pattern of the 
local government area by integrating development sites, community infrastructure, open 
space and important natural features;
(h) Non-residential development may be supported where such uses directly support
the day to day needs of the immediate residential community or the precinct is
identified for non-residential uses and is planned for as part of a structure plan;
(i) Significant historical, architectural, topographic, landscape, scenic, social, recreational 
and cultural features, as well as natural habitat areas, wildlife corridors, wetlands and 
waterway corridors are protected and enhanced as part of the development of the zone; 
and

(j) Roads and other transport corridors are coordinated and interconnected to ensure
pedestrian, cyclists, public transport and private vehicles have accessibility between
neighbourhoods, centres and other locations.

6.2.4.3 Criteria for assessment
Table 6.2.4.3—Emerging community zone code - For accepted development subject to 
requirements and assessable development

HEIGHT

PO1
Building height takes into consideration and respects the following:
(a) the height of existing buildings on adjoining premises;
(b) the development potential, with respect to height, on adjoining premises;
(c) the height of buildings in the vicinity of the site;
(d) access to sunlight and daylight for the site and adjoining sites;
(e) privacy and overlooking; and
(f) site area and street frontage length.

AO1.1
Development, except where involving industrial activities, has a maximum building height of:
(a) 8.5 metres; and
(b) 2 storeys above ground level.

The proposed development will be single storey only, maximum height approximately 4 
metres above ground level.

AO1.2
Industrial development has a maximum building height of 10 metres.

Not applicable to the proposed development

OUTBUILDINGS AND RESIDENTIAL SCALE

PO2
Domestic outbuildings:
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(a) do not dominate the lot on which they are located; and
(b) are in scale with the character and amenity of the area.

AO2.1
On lots less than 2 hectares, domestic outbuildings do not exceed:
(a) 150m 2 in gross floor area; and
(b) 5.5 metres above natural ground level.

The proposed development on a 4000+m2 block will have a primary residential house of 
less than 250m2, a secondary building ‘granny flat’ of approximately 70m2 and a shed of 
approximately 100m2.

AO2.2
On lots greater than 2 hectares, domestic outbuildings do not exceed 200m 2 in gross floor 
area.

Not applicable

6.2.8 Recreation and open space zone code
6.2.8.1 Application
(1) This code applies to assessing development where:
(a) located in the Recreation and open space zone; and
(b) it is identified in the assessment benchmarks for assessable development and 
requirements
for accepted development column of an assessment table in Part 5 of the planning scheme.

6.2.8.2 Purpose
(1) The purpose of the Recreation and open space zone code is to provide for a range of
sporting, recreation, leisure, cultural and educational activities.
It may provide for local, district and regional scale parks that serve the recreation needs of
residents and visitors and may include areas for conservation of natural values.
Areas such as parks, playing fields and playgrounds are generally accessible to the
public. However, access may be limited in certain areas and at certain times.
Where required to meet community needs, development may include structures such as
shelters, amenity facilities, picnic tables, clubhouses, gymnasiums, swimming pools,
tennis courts and other infrastructure to support recreational or sporting activities.
(2) Mareeba Shire Council&#39;s purpose of the Recreation and open space zone code is to
ensure that:
(a) suitable areas of open space are available for the wide range of recreational
activities pursued and enjoyed by the residents of the shire;
(b) appropriate open space linkages are provided and maintained; and
(c) the natural, environmental, scenic and recreational values of open space are
protected and enhanced where possible.

(3) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes:
(a) Areas are provided for active sport and recreation to meet community needs,
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including playing fields, equestrian facilities, outdoor cultural facilities, educational
activities, public swimming pools and outdoor courts;
(b) Impacts on adjacent areas from development and activities within the zone are
managed through buffering to adjacent sensitive land uses and appropriate design,
siting and operation of facilities and infrastructure;
(c) Opportunities for sporting clubs using playing fields to establish club facilities are
facilitated;
(d) Open space is accessible to the general public for a range of outdoor sport and
recreation activities;
(e) A range of functional and accessible open spaces, including local and regional parks
and linkages, are available for the use and enjoyment of residents and visitors;
(f) Development is supported by necessary transport infrastructure that is designed to
provide and promote safe and efficient public transport use, walking and cycling;
(g) Ancillary structures and buildings such as shelters, amenity facilities, picnic tables
and playgrounds are provided where necessary;

(h) Where sport and recreation areas include natural habitats such as bushland,
wetlands or waterways, or act as a buffer between natural and developed areas,
adverse impacts on ecological values are avoided or minimised;
(i) Sport and recreation areas are planned and designed to enhance community
livability and scenic amenity; and
(j) The use of sport and recreation areas does not affect the amenity of adjacent areas.

6.2.8.3 Criteria for assessment
Table 6.2.8.3—Recreation and open space zone code - For accepted development subject
to requirements and assessable development

HEIGHT

PO1
Building height takes into consideration and respects the following:
(a) the height of existing buildings on adjoining premises;
(b) the development potential, with respect to height, on adjoining premises;
(c) the height of buildings in the vicinity of the site;
(d) access to sunlight and daylight for the site and adjoining sites;
(e) privacy and overlooking; and
(f) site area and street frontage length.

AO1
Development has a maximum building
height of:
(a) 8.5 metres; and
(b) 2 storeys above ground level.

The proposed development will be single storey only, maximum height approximately 4 
metres above ground level.
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SITING

PO2
Development is sited in a manner that considers and respects:
(a) the siting and use of adjoining premises;
(b) access to sunlight and daylight for the site and adjoining sites;
(c) privacy and overlooking;
(d) opportunities for casual surveillance of adjoining public spaces;
(e) air circulation and access to natural breezes;
(f) appearance of building bulk; and
(g) relationship with road corridors.

AO2.1
Buildings and structures include a minimum setback of:
(a) 10 metres from a State-controlled road frontage;
(b) 6 metres from any other road frontage; and
(c) 3 metres from side and rear boundaries.

All buildings are set back from the boundary by over three metres, the road frontage (Debel 
Close) by six metres and well over 10 metres from the nearest state-controlled road 
(highway).

AO2.2
Car parking and set down areas are set back:
(a) 3 metres from the road frontage; and
(b) 2 metres from side and rear boundaries.

All car-parking is within property boundaries so more than three metres from road frontage 
and more than two metres from the boundaries.

SITE COVER

PO3
Buildings and structures occupy the site in a manner that:
(a) makes efficient use of land for recreation purposes;
(b) appropriately balances built and natural features.

AO3
No acceptable outcome is provided.

The total building space occupies 400-450m2 of land, approximately 10% of the total land 
area. Existing large trees will be maintained where possible.

AMENITY

PO6
Development must not detract from the amenity of the local area, having regard to:

Version: 1, Version Date: 31/08/2023
Document Set ID: 4269632



(a) noise;
(b) hours of operation;
(c) traffic;
(d) advertising devices;
(e) visual amenity;
(f) privacy;
(g) lighting;
(h) odour; and
(i) emissions.

AO6
No acceptable outcome is provided.

The proposed development is a single residential building only so will have minimal impact 
on the local area.

PO7
Development must take into account and seek to ameliorate any existing negative 
environmental impacts, having regard to:
(a) noise;
(b) hours of operation;
(c) traffic;
(d) advertising devices;
(e) visual amenity;
(f) privacy;
(g) lighting;
(h) odour; and
(i) emissions.

AO7
No acceptable outcome is provided.

The proposed development is a single residential building only on a large block on the 
corner of the street so will likely reduce noise etc from the adjacent highway for existing 
properties. The building itself will have minimal environmental impacts on the area.
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