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8 CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

8.1 T SAMMUT - RECONFIGURING A LOT - BOUNDARY REALIGNMENT - LOT 2 ON RP737779 
AND LOT 254 ON NR6764 - 5985 KENNEDY HIGHWAY & 6 HENRY HANNAM DRIVE, 
MAREEBA - RAL/20/0004 

Date Prepared: 19 August 2020 

Author: Planning Officer 

Attachments: 1. Proposal Plan ⇩   
  

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT T Sammut ADDRESS 5984 Kennedy Highway & 
6 Henry Hannam Drive, 
Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 24 June 2020 RPD Lot 2 on RP737779 & Lot 
254 on NR6764  

TYPE OF APPROVAL Development Permit 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary Realignment 

FILE NO RAL/20/0005 AREA Lot 2 - 10.49 ha 
Lot 254 - 52.67 ha 

LODGED BY T Sammut OWNER Lot 2 - T Sammut 
Lot 254 - Rockley 
Farming Pty Ltd, G & 
L Rockley 

PLANNING SCHEME Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 

ZONE Rural 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Impact Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS No properly made submissions 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of an impact assessable development application described in the above 
application details. The application is impact assessable due to recent changes to the Planning 
Scheme as a result of Temporary Local Planning Instrument (TLPI) No. 01 of 2019 (Subdivision in 
Rural zone). No submissions were received during the mandatory public notification period. 

The applicant proposes to reconfigure the two (2) allotments, by way of a boundary realignment 
only (no additional allotment created) whereby 8.095 hectares of agricultural land will be 
transferred from Lot 2 to Lot 254. The realignment will leave proposed Lot 22 with an area of 2.395 
hectares and will increase the area of Lot 254 to 60.76 hectares. The 8.095 hectares of land to be 
transferred is currently leased by the owners of Lot 254 and contains avocado and mango trees that 
are cropped in conjunction with the "Zebra Orchards" farming operation established on Lot 254. 
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The proposed boundary realignment is sought to obtain title and ownership over this currently 
leased portion of farm land. 

The application and supporting material has been assessed against the Mareeba Shire Council 
Planning Scheme 2016 and is in conflict with certain purpose statements in the Rural zone code, as 
well as performance outcomes contained within the Reconfiguring a lot code which seek to 
discourage the creation of any lot below 60 hectares within the Rural zone.  

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of arable land from Lot 2, and 
in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254. Furthermore, the proposed boundary 
realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, nor does it create the 
opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. 

The Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 contains a hierarchy of assessment benchmarks. 
The Strategic Framework are the highest order assessment benchmarks contained in the Planning 
Scheme and hold more weight than the Rural zone code and Reconfiguring a lot code. An officer 
assessment has determined that despite the identified conflicts with the lower order Rural zone 
code and Reconfiguring a lot code provisions mentioned above, the proposed boundary realignment 
meets the intent of the Strategic Framework, in that the development will not further fragment, 
compromise or alienate productive agricultural land, and will only increase the agricultural viability 
of an existing farming enterprise. 

It is recommended that the application be approved. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

(A) That in relation to the following development application: 

 

and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016, the applicant be notified that the application for a 
development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 

Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject to 
assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), relevant period in (E), 
further permits in (F), and further approvals from Council listed in (G); 

And 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT T Sammut ADDRESS 5984 Kennedy Highway 
& 6 Henry Hannam 
Drive, Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 24 June 2020 RPD Lot 2 on RP737779 & 
Lot 254 on NR6764  

TYPE OF APPROVAL Development Permit 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary Realignment 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

 

Item 8.1 Page 9 

The assessment manager does not consider that the assessment manager’s decision conflicts with 
a relevant instrument. 

(B) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary 
Realignment 

(C) APPROVED PLANS: 

 

(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 

(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 

1. Development must be carried out generally in accordance with the approved plans and 
the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted with the application, and subject 
to any alterations: 

- found necessary by the Council’s delegated officer at the time of examination of 
the engineering plans or during construction of the development because of 
particular engineering requirements; and 

- to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 

2. Timing of Effect 

2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the endorsement of the plan of 
survey, except where specified otherwise in these conditions of approval. 

3. General 

3.1 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary alterations to 
existing public utility mains, services or installations required by works in relation 
to the proposed development or any works required by condition(s) of this 
approval. 

3.2 All payments or bonds required to be made to the Council pursuant to any 
condition of this approval must be made prior to the endorsement of the plan of 
survey and at the rate applicable at the time of payment. 

3.3 The developer must relocate (in accordance with FNQROC standards) any 
services such as water, sewer, drainage, telecommunications and electricity that 
are not wholly located within the lots that are being created/serviced where 
required by the relevant authority, unless approved by Council’s delegated 
officer. 

3.4 Where utilities (such as sewers on non-standard alignments) traverse lots to 
service another lot, easements must be created in favour of Council for access 
and maintenance purposes. The developer is to pay all costs (including Council’s 
legal expenses) to prepare and register the easement documents. 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

8316 - LL2 Proposed Reconfiguration 
of a Lot (2 Lots into 2 Lots) 

Twine Surveys Pty Ltd 28/06/2019 
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3.5 Where approved existing buildings and structures are to be retained, setbacks to 
new property boundaries are to be in accordance with Planning Scheme 
requirements for the relevant structure and/or Queensland Development Code. 
A plan demonstrating compliance must be submitted prior to endorsement of 
the plan of survey 

3.6 Charges 

All outstanding rates, charges and expenses pertaining to the land are to be paid 
in full. 

(E) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 

(a) Endorsement Fees 

Council charges a fee for the endorsement of a Survey Plan, Community Management 
Statements, easement documents, and covenants. The fee is set out in Council’s Fees 
& Charges Schedule applicable for each respective financial year. 

(b) Compliance with applicable codes/policies  

The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions of 
Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and Planning Scheme 
Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition of this approval. 

(c) Transportation of Soil  

All soil transported to or from the site must be covered to prevent dust or spillage 
during transport. If soil is tracked or spilt onto the road pavements as a result of works 
on the subject site, it must be removed prior to the end of the working day and within 
four (4) hours of a request from a Council Officer.  

(d) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are likely 
to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental significance. Further 
information on these matters can be obtained from www.environment.gov.au 

(e) Cultural Heritage 

In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the “cultural 
heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural heritage duty of care 
if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural heritage duty of care 
guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against the duty of care guidelines 
will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal cultural heritage may be harmed 
by the activity. Further information on cultural heritage, together with a copy of the 
duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage search forms, may be obtained from 
www.datsip.qld.gov.au 

(F) RELEVANT PERIOD 

When approval lapses if development not started (s.85) 

• Reconfiguring a Lot – four (4) years (starting the day the approval takes effect). 

 

http://www.environment.gov.au/
http://www.datsip.qld.gov.au/
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(G) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 

• Nil 

(H) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 

• Nil 

 
THE SITE 

The subject land comprises two adjoining allotments situated at 5985 Kennedy Highway and 6 Henry 
Hannam Drive, and described as Lot 2 on RP737779 and Lot 254 on NR6764. Lot 2 and 254 have 
areas of 10.49 hectares and 52.67 hectares respectively and are both zoned Rural under the 
Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016.  

 
Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) (2009). In 
consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in relation to the 
data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including without limitation, 
liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not 
be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) (2009). In 
consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in relation to the 
data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including without limitation, 
liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not 
be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

Nil 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS & APPROVALS 

Nil 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

The development application seeks a Development Permit for Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary 
Realignment in accordance with the plans shown in Attachment 1. 

The applicant proposes to reconfigure the two allotments, by way of a boundary realignment only 
(no additional allotment created) whereby 8.095 hectares of agricultural land will be transferred 
from Lot 2 to Lot 254. The realignment will leave proposed Lot 22 with an area of 2.395 hectares 
and will increase the area of proposed Lot 254 to 60.76 hectares. The 8.095 hectares of land to be 
transferred is currently leased by the owners of Lot 254 ("Zebra Orchard") and is improved by a 
mango and avocado tree orchard that they farm in conjunction with the cropping activities on Lot 
254. 

Proposed Lot 22 will remain as a lifestyle allotment adjacent an existing lifestyle allotment (Lot 1 on 
RP737779) and will continue to be accessed from the Kennedy Highway. 
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REGIONAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

The subject site is included within the Regional Landscape and Rural Production Area land use 
category in the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031. The Regional Plan Map 3- ‘Areas of 
Ecological Significance’ also identifies the site as containing: 

• Strategic Rehabilitation Area 
• State & Regional Conservation Corridors 
• Terrestrial Area of General Ecological Significance 

PLANNING SCHEME DESIGNATIONS 

 

RELEVANT PLANNING INSTRUMENTS 

Assessment of the proposed development against the relevant planning instruments is summarised 
as follows:- 

(A) Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 

Separate assessment against the Regional Plan is not required because the Mareeba Shire Council 
Planning Scheme appropriately advances the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031, as it 
applies to the planning scheme area. 

Strategic Framework: 

Land Use Categories 

• Rural Agricultural Area 

• Rural Other 

Natural Environment Elements 

• Biodiversity Area 

• Ecological Corridor 

• Habitat Linkage 

Transport Elements 

• State Controlled Road 

• Local Collector Road 

• B-double Route 

• Principal Cycle Routes 

• Railway Network 

Zone: Rural zone 

Precinct: No Precinct 

Overlays: 

• Agricultural Land Overlay 

• Airport Environs Overlay 

• Bushfire Hazard Overlay 

• Environmental Significance 
Overlay 

• Hill and Slope Overlay 

• Transport Infrastructure 
Overlay 
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(B) State Planning Policy 

Separate assessment against the State Planning Policy (SPP) is not required because the Mareeba 
Shire Council Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the SPP. 

(C) Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 

Strategic Framework 

3.3 Settlement Pattern and built environment 

3.3.1 Strategic outcomes 

(5)  Primary industries in Rural areas are not compromised or fragmented by incompatible and/or 
unsustainable development, including but not limited to subdivision that results in a 
detrimental impact on rural productivity or fragments large land holdings. The valued, relaxed 
rural character and scenic qualities of the rural area are preserved and enhanced. The rural 
area is largely maintained to its current extent, while accommodating development directly 
associated with or reliant on natural resources including rural activities and tourism. Rural 
areas protect the shire's agricultural area and ensure food security. Other rural areas 
predominantly remain agricultural grazing properties. 

Comment 

The proposed development is for a "boundary realignment" only, so does not constitute a 
"subdivision" by definition. 

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of good farming land from 
Lot 2, and in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254.  

The proposed boundary realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, 
nor does it create the opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. 

The proposed development will not further fragment agricultural land or compromise agricultural 
activity in the immediate locality and is therefore considered to comply with Strategic outcome 5. 

(6) New subdivisions which propose lots less than the minimum lot size of 60ha are not supported 
within the Rural zone. 

Comment 

The proposed development is for a "boundary realignment" only, so does not constitute a 
"subdivision" by definition. 

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of good farming land from 
Lot 2, and in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254.  
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The proposed boundary realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, 
nor does it create the opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. The 
proposed development does not conflict with Strategic Outcome 6. 

3.3.11 Element - Rural areas 

3.3.11.1 Specific outcomes 

(2)  Land in rural areas is maintained in large (60ha or greater) lot sizes to ensure that regional 
landscape and rural production values are not compromised by fragmentation, alienation or 
incompatible land uses. Subdivision of land is not supported on lots less than 60ha in the Rural 
zone. 

Comment 

The proposed development is for a "boundary realignment" only, so does not constitute a 
"subdivision" by definition. 

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of good farming land from 
Lot 2, and in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254.  

The proposed boundary realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, 
nor will it create the opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. 
Although a smaller rural lifestyle allotment will be created as a result of the realignment, the 
resultant benefit of strengthening the agricultural viability of larger Lot 254 is considered to 
outweigh this fact. Smaller proposed Lot 22 will be sited adjacent an existing 5,000m2 lifestyle lot 
which will further reduce the likelihood of land use conflict. 

The proposed development will not compromise, fragment or alienate agricultural land and is 
therefore considered to satisfy Specific Outcome 2. 

(3)  Other rural areas will be largely maintained in their current configuration, only being 
subdivided where large land holdings of 60ha or greater can be achieved and the infrastructure 
base of rural operations including workers accommodation, airstrips and farm infrastructure 
is provided. 

Comment 

The proposed development is for a "boundary realignment" only, so does not constitute a 
"subdivision" by definition. 

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of good farming land from 
Lot 2, and in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254.  
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The proposed boundary realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, 
nor will it create the opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. 
Although a smaller rural lifestyle allotment will be created as a result of the realignment, the 
resultant benefit of strengthening the agricultural viability of larger Lot 254 is considered to 
outweigh this fact. Smaller proposed Lot 22 will be bounded to the east by an existing 5,000m2 
lifestyle lot and to the north by the Kennedy Highway. Furthermore, the dwelling on proposed Lot 
22 will be reasonably setback and buffered from agricultural activity on newly proposed Lot 254, so 
the risk of ongoing land use conflict is minimal. 

The proposed development will not compromise, fragment or alienate agricultural land and is 
therefore considered to satisfy Specific Outcome 3. 

3.6 Transport and infrastructure 

3.6.1 Strategic outcomes 

(6) New development is appropriately sequenced and coordinated with existing and future water, 
wastewater, stormwater and transport infrastructure, to ensure the operations of existing 
infrastructure are not compromised and community needs continue to be met. New 
infrastructure is provided to development in accordance with the council's desired standards 
of service and supports a consolidated urban form to maximise return on investment. The 
ongoing operation of key infrastructure elements is not prejudiced by inappropriate 
development. Subdivision of land in the Rural zone to create lots less than 60ha is not 
consistent with facilitating appropriately sequenced and coordinated development. 

Comment 

The proposed development is for a "boundary realignment" only, so does not constitute a 
"subdivision" by definition. No additional title will be created, and no change to the service 
arrangement of each lot will occur as a result of the development. 

The proposed development does not compromise Strategic Outcome 6. 

Relevant Developments Codes (as amended by TLPI No. 01 of 2019) 

The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the 
application: 

6.2.9 Rural zone code 
8.2.1 Agricultural land overlay code 
8.2.2 Airport environs overlay code 
8.2.3 Bushfire hazard overlay code 
8.2.4 Environmental significance overlay code 
8.2.8 Hill and slope overlay code 
8.2.12 Transport infrastructure overlay code 
9.4.2 Landscaping code 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
9.4.4 Reconfiguring a lot code 
9.4.5 Works, services and infrastructure code 
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The application did not include a planning report and assessment against the planning scheme. An 
officer assessment has found that the application would conflict with assessment benchmarks 
contained in the Rural zone code and Reconfiguring a lot code as a result of Temporary Local 
Planning Instrument No. 01 of 2019 (Subdivision in Rural zone). Despite the identified conflicts, it is 
considered that the proposed development will comply with the higher order strategic/specific 
outcomes contained within the Planning Scheme Strategic Framework. 
 

Relevant Codes Comments 

Rural zone code The application conflicts with 6.2.9.2 Purpose (3) (a) of the code 
as proposed Lot 22 will be under 60 ha is size. 

Despite this conflict, it is considered that the proposed 
development complies with the higher order strategic/specific 
outcomes contained in the Planning Scheme's Strategic 
Framework. Refer to planning discussion section of report for 
commentary. 

Agricultural land overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

Airports environs overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

Bushfire hazard overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

Environmental 
significance overlay code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

Hill and slope overlay code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

Transport infrastructure 
overlay code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

Landscaping code Not applicable for boundary realignment 

Parking and access code Not applicable for boundary realignment 

Reconfiguring a lot code 
The application conflicts with the following performance 
outcomes: 
• PO1.1 

• PO1.2 

Despite conflicting with the abovementioned performance 
outcomes, it is considered that the proposed development 
complies with the higher order strategic/specific outcomes 
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contained in the Planning Scheme's Strategic Framework. Refer 
to planning discussion section of report for commentary. 

Works, services and 
infrastructure code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes (or performance outcomes where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code. 

 

(D) Planning Scheme Policies/Infrastructure Charges Plan 

The following planning scheme policies are relevant to the application: 

Planning Scheme Policy 4 - FNQROC Regional Development Manual  

A condition will be attached to any approval requiring all development works be designed and 
constructed in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards. 

REFERRAL AGENCY 

This application did not trigger referral to any Referral Agencies. 

Internal Consultation 

Not Applicable 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

The development proposal was placed on public notification from 22 July 2020 to 13 August 2020. 
The applicant submitted the notice of compliance on 16 August 2020 advising that the public 
notification requirements were carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Act.  

No submissions were received. 

PLANNING DISCUSSION 

Non-compliance with assessment benchmarks contained within the Rural zone code and 
Reconfiguring a lot code are discussed below: 

6.2.9 Rural zone code 

6.2.9.2 Purpose 

(3) (a) Areas for use for primary production are conserved and new allotments below the 
minimum lot size identified in Table 9.4.4.3B is not supported. 

Comment 

Table 9.4.4.3B dictates a minimum reconfiguring lot size of 60 hectares for land within the Rural 
zone. Proposed Lot 22 is significantly less than 60 hectares in size with an area of just 2.395 hectares.  

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
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create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of arable land from Lot 2, and 
in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254. 

The proposed boundary realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, 
nor will it create the opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. 
Although a smaller rural lifestyle allotment will be created as a result of the realignment, the 
resultant benefit of increasing the agricultural viability of larger Lot 254 is considered to outweigh 
this fact. Smaller proposed Lot 22 will be bounded to the east by an existing 5,000m2 lifestyle lot 
and to the north by the Kennedy Highway. Furthermore, the dwelling on proposed Lot 22 will be 
reasonably setback and buffered from agricultural activity on newly proposed Lot 254, so the risk of 
ongoing land use conflict is minimal. 

Despite not complying with Purpose (3)(a) of the Rural zone code, it is considered that the proposed 
boundary realignment meets the intent of the higher order Strategic Framework, in that the 
development will not further fragment, compromise or alienate productive agricultural land, and 
will only increase the agricultural viability of an existing farming enterprise. 

9.4.4 Reconfiguring a lot code 

Area and frontage of lots - Rural zone 
 
PO1.1 
No lots are created with an area of less than 60 ha 
Note: This also applies to applications for boundary realignment 

 
AO1.1 
No acceptable outcome is provided. 

Comment 

Proposed Lot 22 will have an area of just 2.395 hectares and is therefore non-compliant with PO1.1.  

In their current configuration, both lots are less than 60 hectares in size with Lot 2 considered a rural 
living allotment with an area of just 10.49 hectares and questionable stand-alone agricultural 
viability (evidenced by the current farming lease in place). The proposed boundary realignment will 
create a compliant 60 hectare allotment by recovering 8.095 hectares of arable land from Lot 2, and 
in-turn strengthening the agricultural viability of Lot 254. 

The proposed boundary realignment will not result in any new or additional rural living allotment, 
nor will it create the opportunity for another dwelling house to be built within the Rural zone. 
Although a smaller rural lifestyle allotment will be created as a result of the realignment, the 
resultant benefit of increasing the agricultural viability of larger Lot 254 is considered to outweigh 
this fact. Smaller proposed Lot 22 will be bounded to the east by an existing 5,000m2 lifestyle lot 
and to the north by the Kennedy Highway. Furthermore, the dwelling on proposed Lot 22 will be 
reasonably setback and buffered from agricultural activity on newly proposed Lot 254, so the risk of 
ongoing land use conflict is minimal. 

Despite not complying with PO1.1, it is considered that the proposed boundary realignment meets 
the intent of the higher order Strategic Framework, in that the development will not further 
fragment, compromise or alienate productive agricultural land, and will only increase the 
agricultural viability of an existing farming enterprise. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

 

Item 8.1 Page 20 

PO1.2 
No lots are created with a frontage less than 400m 
Note: This also applies to applications for boundary realignment. 
 

AO1.2 
No acceptable outcome is provided. 

 

Comment 
 
Proposed Lot 254 complies with frontage well in excess of 400 metres. Proposed Lot 22 would have 
a frontage of approximately 215 metres. This frontage is adequate to provide for access, whilst 
maintaining a regular lot shape. 
 
Insisting on an additional 185 metres of frontage would reduce the amount of agricultural land 
available for transfer to Lot 254. 
 
The frontage proposed for each lot is appropriate. 
 

 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

 

Item 8.1 - Attachment 1 Page 21 

 





Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

 

Item 8.2 Page 23 

8.2 NON-CURRENT ASSET POLICY 

Date Prepared: 3 September 2020 

Author: Manager Finance 

Attachments: 1. Non-Current Asset Policy ⇩   
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As part of the ongoing organisation-wide compliance policy review work, newly created instruments 
are presented to Council for consideration. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopts the Non-Current Asset Policy. 

 
BACKGROUND 

This policy seeks to put forth a framework to guide the over-arching financial management of non-
current assets held by Council, in terms of the recognition, treatment and subsequent 
derecognition.  

In addition, this policy addresses compliance with the Local Government Regulation 2012 and the 
relevant Australian accounting standards 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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8.3 SOLE SUPPLIER REGISTER 2020/21 

Date Prepared: 3 September 2020 

Author: Manager Finance 

Attachments: 1. Sole Supplier Register 2020-21 Details - Confidential (under separate 
cover)    

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to recommend Council empanel contractors to its register of Sole 
Suppliers for the 2020/21 financial year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council empanels the contractors listed below for the purpose of providing a register of Sole 
Suppliers during the 2020/21 financial year. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council's Procurement Policy prescribes the methods for purchasing goods and services.  

In accordance with Section 235 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 titled "Other exceptions", 
Council is able to empanel the contractors that Council deems to be a Sole Supplier if: 

a) Council resolves that, it is satisfied that there is only one supplier who is reasonably available; 
or, 

b) Council resolves that, because of the specialised or confidential nature of the services that 
are sought, it would impractical or disadvantageous to invite quotes or tenders. 

This report recommends that Council empanel contractors to its register of Sole Suppliers for the 
2020/21 financial year. There are currently 41 suppliers considered sole suppliers which are listed 
below. This listing will be reviewed periodically and at a minimum brought to Council annually. 

 

Sole Supplier Register 2020/21 

Company Name Company Name 

AAB Office Equipment Pty Ltd Hach Pacific Pty Ltd 

ABB Australia Pty Limited HMA Flow & Industrial Pty Ltd 

APRA Ltd Trading as One Music Australia IDEXX Laboratories Pty Ltd 

Avdata Australia - Septic Receival Management Independent Aviation Pty Ltd 

Buda Dji Aboriginal Development Association IPWEA 

Buluwai Indigenous Corporation Locus Global Australia Pty Ltd 

Cairns Scuba Air Pty Ltd Mareeba International Club 

Civil Survey Solutions Merck Pty Limited 

Dial Before You Dig National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) 

Elster Metering Pty Ltd - Honeywell NBN Co Limited 

Emerson Automation Solutions NCH Australia Pty Ltd 

Ergon Energy  Northern Groundwater Services 

ESRI Australia Pty Ltd NHP Electrical Engineering Products Pty 
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Sole Supplier Register 2020/21 

Company Name Company Name 

Noy Pty Ltd Schneider Electric IT Australia Pty Ltd 

NQ Wastetrans Sewer Equipment Company (Aust) 

Outback Imaging Pty Ltd Siemens Ltd 

Prominent Fluid Controls Pty Ltd Taggle Systems Pty Ltd 

RM Ritchie Trility Solutions Australia Pty Ltd 

Royce Water Technologies Pty Ltd Tyrecycle 

Safetylec Management Solutions Water Treatment Services Aust Pty Ltd 

SAI Global  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Procurement Policy 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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8.4 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERIOD ENDING 31 AUGUST 2020 

Date Prepared: 2 September 2020 

Author: Manager Finance 

Attachments: 1. Budgeted Income Statement August 2020 ⇩  
2. 2020/21 capital works program ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of financial matters for the period 
1 July 2020 to 31 August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Note the Financial Report for the period ending 31 August 2020; and 

2. Approve the amended 2020/21 Capital Works Program to include carry overs from 2019/20 
and additional capital projects. 

 

 
BACKGROUND 

Each month, year to date financial statements are prepared in order to monitor actual performance 
against budgets. 

For the period ending 31 August 2020, the actual results are in line with the year to date budget. 

The budgeted figures reflect the 2020/21 Budget as adopted by Council at the 17 June 2020 meeting. 
There are no issues or concerns to discuss or highlight at this stage. The surplus is due to the rates 
notices being issued in August 2020, which represents 50% of annual rate levies. 

 

 August 2020 - Snapshot  

 

Total Operating Income  $             18,574,676 

Total Operating Expenditure   $               7,042,596 

Operating Surplus/(Deficit)  $              11,532,080 

Total Capital Income (grants, developer contributions)  $                 2,636,674 

Net Result - Surplus/(Deficit)  $          14,168,753 
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Income Analysis 

Total income (including capital income of $2,636,674) for the period ending 31 August 2020 is 
$21,211,349 compared to the YTD budget of $18,495,247. 

The graph below shows actual income against budget for the period ending 31 August 2020 

 

 

 

Notes: 

1. Rates for the half year ending 31 December 2020 were levied in August. The favourable 
variance relates to the rates discount, which is only recorded when rate payments are made.  
As more rate payments are received before discount dates, this variance will reduce. 

2. The unfavourable variance is a timing issue in relation to RMPC works (Road Maintenance 
Performance Contract). The budget is apportioned evenly over 12 periods however the 
actuals do not reflect this trend.   

3. Council has already received $2.59M in capital grants towards W4Q4, TIDS and R2R plus $41k 
in developer contributions.  

 

$0

$2,000,000

$4,000,000

$6,000,000

$8,000,000

$10,000,000

$12,000,000

$14,000,000

$16,000,000

$18,000,000

Net Rates &
Utility Charges

Fees & Charges Operating
Grants, Subsidies
 & Contributions

Interest
Revenue

Works for Third
Parties

Other
Revenue

Capital Income

Actual Income V Budget Income YTD Actual - August

YTD Budget - August

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Note 

Net Rates & Utility Charges 16,180,147 16,040,708 1 

Fees & Charges 403,717 375,091  

Operating Grants, Subsidies & Contributions 1,209,266 1,085,708  

Interest Received 23,676 83,417  

Works for Third Parties 143,856 305,583 2 

Other Revenue 614,014 604,740  

Capital Income 2,636,674 0 3 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

 

Item 8.4 Page 33 

Expenditure Analysis 

Total expenses for the period ending 31 August 2020 is $7,042,596 compared to the YTD budget of 
$8,311,247. 

The graph below shows actual expenditure against budget for the period ending 31 August 2020. 

 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Note 

Employee expenses 2,772,714 3,084,374  

Materials & Services 2,556,854 3,497,742  

Depreciation expenses 1,712,932 1,712,932   

Finance & Borrowing costs 96 16,198  

 
There are no issues to highlight, or variances at this stage are due to either budget allocation timing 
issues and year-end journals that have not been finalised yet until audit has been completed and 
financial statements signed off. 
 
Capital Expenditure 

Total capital expenditure of $3,265,683 (including commitments) has been spent for the period 
ending 31 August 2020 against the 2020/21 annual capital budget of $15,720,000.  
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Carry over capital works from 2019/20 of $14,928,673 are proposed to be added to the 2020/21 
program. In addition to these carry overs, additional capital projects totalling $91,634 are proposed 
to be included in the amended program for 2020/21 totalling $30,740,307. 

 

Loan Borrowings 

Council's loan balance is as follows:  

QTC Loans $8,459,455 

 

Rates and Sundry Debtors Analysis 

Rates and Charges 

The total rates and charges payable as at 31 August 2020 are $13,818,937 which is broken down as 
follows: 

 31 August 2020 31 August 2019 

Status No. of 
properties 

Amount No. of 
properties 

Amount 

Valueless land  18 728,875 17 855,373 

Payment Arrangement 63 162,857 84 133,018 

Collection House  214 1,081,272 251 1,015,704 

Exhausted – awaiting sale of land  9 158,032 9 108,489 

Sale of Land  - - - - 

Other (includes current rates) 7,278 11,687,901 7,098 11,372,340 

TOTAL 7,582 13,818,937 7,459 13,484,924 
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The Rate Notices for the period ending 31 December 2020 were issued on 10 August 2020 with the 
discount due date being 18 September 2020. Total Gross Rates and Charges levied for this six (6) 
month period totalled $17,189,439.  

Collection House collected $98,032 for the month of August 2020. 

  
Sundry Debtors 

The total outstanding for Sundry Debtors as at 31 August 2020 is $991,202 which is made up of the 
following: 

Current 30 days 60 days 90 + days 

$231,560 $694,756 $5,446 $59,440 

23% 70% 1% 6% 

 

The majority of the 30 days total relates to the TIDS claim from the Department of Main Roads. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

Legal/Compliance/Policy Implications 

Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the financial report to be presented 
to local government if the local government holds its ordinary meetings more frequently (than once 
per month) - to a meeting in each month. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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8.5 LEASE OF LOT 888 NR7943 

Date Prepared: 7 September 2020 

Author: Manager Development and Governance 

Attachments: Nil 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Bartter Enterprises Pty Limited ("Bartter"), have approached Council seeking an extension to their 
deadline from the 31 August 2020 to 30 September 2020 to execute proposed land tenure 
arrangement on Lot 888 NR7943 and the associated tenure arrangements for the proposed pipeline. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council requires Bartter Enterprises to execute its agreement in association to Lot 888 NR7943 
by the 30 September 2020. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council at its ordinary meeting on 10 October 2019 delegated authority to the CEO to negotiate a 
lease arrangement with Bartter for tenure over a 46-hectare area within Lot 888 NR7943 and the 
route for the pipe work from Lot 69 SP108023. At the ordinary meeting of 2 July 2020 Council moved 
a motion for Bartter to execute the tenure arrangements by 31 August 2020. 

Currently, Bartter and Council have agreed on the content of the instruments and we are waiting 
on final Survey Plans and Drawings to execute the agreements. The reason for the request for an 
extension has been brought about due to a recent receipt of correspondence raising Native Title 
Concerns that the Council were responsible for addressing. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Bartter has agreed to increase their reimbursement of legal expenditure from $5,000 to $15,000 to 
cover the additional costs incurred in preparing the instruments. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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8.6 MAREEBA AND DISTRICT PONY CLUB INC PROPOSED MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
NORTH QUEENSLAND WORKING HORSE ASSOCIATION INC.  

Date Prepared: 25 August 2020 

Author: Manager Development and Governance 

Attachments: 1. Mareeba & District Pony Club Inc writes to Council to propose an 
agreement with North Queensland Working Horse Association Inc. ⇩  

2. Borzi Park Survey Plan ⇩  
3. Borzi Park Aerial View of Leased Areas ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council currently has a Trustee Lease with Mareeba and District Pony Club Incorporated (MDPC) 
over Lease area J Lot 421 on SP254843. MDPC has approached Council to seek permission to enter 
into a tenure agreement with North Queensland Working Horse Association Incorporated (NQWHA) 
over their currently leased area (formerly known as Lot 421 on NR4771, currently known as Lease J 
in Lot 421 on SP254843 as shown on Survey Plan SP297027), corner of Hales Street and Chewko 
Road, Mareeba. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approves of Mareeba and District Pony Club Incorporated entering into a tenure 
arrangement, being a Licence Agreement, with North Queensland Working Horse Association 
Incorporated over part of the land currently leased known as Lease area J Lot 421 on SP254843. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Mareeba and District Pony Club (MDPC) currently holds a Trustee Lease with Mareeba Shire Council 
on a large section of Borzi Park, the lease is due to expire 31 August 2029. MDPC has been 
approached by another local equine club to enter into an agreement allowing the club to utilise 
their land and facilities.  
 
The land where North Queensland Working Horse Association (NQWHA) has been operating at 
Biboohra for the past six (6) years has been sold and the club is needing to vacate the premises and 
find an alternative location for their future operations.  
 
MDPC and NQWHA propose a mutually beneficial agreement whereby both clubs can share the 
grounds, ultimately hosting equine sports at one (1) venue for the Mareeba and district community. 
 
Due to the land at Borzi Park being Reserve land of which Council is the Trustee, it is recommended 
MDPC enter into a Licence Agreement with NQWHA allowing the equine clubs to jointly utilise the 
land. MDPC will hold the overarching tenancy agreement being the Trustee Lease and be 
responsible for overseeing the arrangements of the Licence Agreement with NQWHA.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
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FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Community: An engaged community which supports and encourages effective partnerships to 
enhance the liveability of the shire and the wellbeing of residents in communities which are resilient 
and prepared for unforeseen events. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

MDPC to be advised of Council resolution and where required Council Officers to assist MDPC with 
drafting of Management Agreement. 

Nil 
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8.7 DELEGATIONS UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2020 

Date Prepared: 1 September 2020 

Author: Manager Development and Governance 

Attachments: 1. Instrument of Delegation Land Regulation 2020 ⇩  
2. Table of Delegable Powers ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As part of the monthly delegations update service provided by MacDonnells Law, Council is advised 
of amendments to various pieces of legislation that require amendments to existing delegations or 
new delegations to be made by Council.  

Additionally, propose the appoint of Director Corporate & Community Services as an acting Chief 
Executive Officer per section 195 (b) Local Government Act 2009. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That:  

1. Council delegates the exercise of the powers contained in the attached Instrument of 
Delegation, and Table of Delegable powers, with such powers to be exercised subject to any 
limitations and conditions; and 

2. Any prior delegations of power relating to the same matters are revoked; 

3. Council appoints the Director Corporate & Community Services as acting Chief Executive Officer 
for all periods when the Chief Executive Officer is absent from duty or can not, for another 
reason, perform the Chief Executive Officer's responsibilities per section 195 (b) Local 
Government Act 2009; and 

4. Council delegates authority to the Mayor or Chief Executive Officer to appoint an acting Chief 
Executive Officer in the event that the Director Corporate & Community Services is absent from 
duty or can not, for another reason, perform the Chief Executive Officer's responsibilities per 
section 195 (b) Local Government Act 2009 . 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council has delegated to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) the necessary statutory powers under 
various pieces of legislation to enable him to effectively perform the requirements of the role and 
efficiently manage the operations of the Council. All delegations are made subject to the limitations 
on the attached documentation.  

This report and the recommended delegations of power to the CEO if executed by resolution of 
Council, will provide a base for good decision making and accountability while maintaining statutory 
compliance by the Mareeba Shire Council.  

The attached Instrument of Delegation displays the list of powers that have been identified as 
requiring delegation to the CEO. 

The attached Table of Delegable Powers displays the list of amendments to powers that have been 
identified as requiring delegation to the CEO. 
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Land Act 1994 (Qld) (LANA)  

The LANA was amended by the Natural Resources and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2019 by 
proclamation on 1 July 2020. The amendments to the Act were made to ensure the clear and 
effective application of the Act, improve administrative efficiency and reduce regulatory burden 
across a number of policy issues. The amendments to our documents relate to a change of decision-
making responsibilities from the Minster to the Chief Executive to allow for an increase in 
administrative efficiency of the Land Act 

Land Regulation 2020 

The Land Act 1994 (Qld) provides the mechanisms for Council business functions on matters of land 
tenure such as Trustee Leases, Permits to Occupy, relinquishments, acquisitions and valuations of 
Reserve lands for which Council is assigned as Trustee under Deed instrument from the State. 

The Land Regulation 2020 (Qld) (LANR 2020) commenced on 1 July 2020 and repealed the Land 
Regulation 2009 (Qld). The LANR 2009 automatically expired on 1 September 2020 due to an 
automatic sunset review in accordance with section 54(1) of the Statutory Instruments Act 1992 
(Qld). The LANR 2020 remakes the LANR 2009 with some amendments relating to simplifying 
processes and updating the regulation generally for consistency across provisions and other Acts. 

Mineral Resources Act 1989 (Qld) (MIRA)  

The MIRA was amended by the Mineral and Energy and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2020 
which commences 7 September 2020. The amendment has resulted in some minor changes. The 
amendments consist of the removal of Chapter 13, Part 2 as a consequential change to consolidating 
the conference provisions in the Mineral and Energy Resources (Common Provisions) Act 2014. 

Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) (LOGR) 

The LOGR will be amended by the Local Government Legislation (Integrity) Amendment Regulation 
2020 which commences on 12 October 2020, immediately after the commencement of section 81 
of the Electoral and Other Legislation (Accountability and Other Matters) Amendment Act 2020 
(Qld). The amendments to the Act consist of changes to: 

1. promote transparency, accountability and consistency in relation to the requirements for the 
organisation and conduct of meetings of a local government and a committee of the local 
government (local government meetings);  

2. promote transparency, accountability and consistency in relation to registers of interests;  

3. provide for the following matters in relation to councillor advisors:  

(a) prescribe which local governments may engage advisors and the maximum number of advisors 
that may be appointed by councillors in those local governments;  

(b) the criteria to which the Remuneration Commission must have regard when making a 
recommendation to the Minister about making a regulation relating to advisors;  

(c) register of interests requirements for advisors and persons related to them;  

4. approve a new Code of Conduct for Councillors under the LGR to implement recommendation 2 
of the Government’s response to the Yabber Report and to reflect the new process in the Integrity 
Act for managing councillors’ conflict of interest; and  

5. make other minor and/or consequential amendments as necessary.  

The changes to the Table of Delegable Powers are minor to reflect the publishing of a notice for 
Council meetings. 
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Acting CEO Delegation 

The CEO during periods of the year may be absent from the Council office for personal or Council 
related activities. To act as acting CEO council must make a resolution per section 195 Local 
Government Act 2009 (a) if the position is vacant (b) if the CEO is absent or unable to fulfil their 
duties. It's appropriate that Council has a standing resolution appointing an acting CEO under 
section 195 (b) to ensure Council operations are not interrupted. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are legal implications for local government if management is not aware of the delegated 
powers and powers of authorised persons that are required for their sections to operate efficiently. 

The statutory powers of employees, whether delegated to their position by the CEO or obtained as 
a result of an appointment as an authorised person under particular statutes, will be invalid if they 
cannot be supported by an instrument documenting the particulars. 

In the case where Council is challenged on an action taken or a decision made by its employees, 
there needs to be proof that the employee held the powers required to do so. Such documentation 
is known as the instrument and is required for delegations, sub-delegations and appointments. 
Section 260 requires the CEO to establish and maintain a register of delegations and make it 
available to the public. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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8.8 COMMUNITY HOUSING SERVICE 

Date Prepared: 10 August 2020 

Author: Senior Community Wellbeing Officer 

Attachments: 1. Community Housing for Seniors Policy ⇩  
2. Community Housing for Seniors Rent Procedure (under separate cover)   
3. Community Housing Tenant Information Guide & Procedures (under 

separate cover)    
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council the revised Community Housing for Seniors Policy, 
a new Community Housing Rent Procedure and the updated Community Housing for Seniors Tenant 
Information Guide and Procedures. The updates to the policy and procedures and development of 
a standalone Community Housing Rent Procedure allows Council to maintain compliance as a 
registered housing provider.  

This report also details a proposed change to the garden waste collection arrangements from 
common sites in Mareeba. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Repeals the Community Housing for Seniors Policy adopted on 20 September 2017; and 

2. Adopts the Community Housing for Seniors Policy (the Policy); and  

3. Ceases the collection of garden waste from common sites in Mareeba and removal of the sign 
on the fence behind the unit at 7 Close Avenue.  

 
BACKGROUND 

Mareeba Shire Council is the largest local government provider of community housing in the region, 
and the second largest community housing provider in Far North Queensland, with 108 units 
situated in the towns of Mareeba, Mount Molloy, Dimbulah and Kuranda. Of these 108 properties, 
there are 84 which have received funding by the Department of Housing and Public Works (DHPW).  
 
This means that Council has contractual, reporting and compliance obligations to DHPW for these 
84 units, whilst maintaining a consistent approach to managing all 108 properties in the service.  
 
A departmental service review and audit conducted onsite on 20 September 2019 concluded the 
service was compliant with a recommendation that the Community Housing for Seniors Policy is 
reviewed and updated to include a statement regarding complaints and appeals. The existing 
Community Housing for Seniors Policy has been updated and restructured into: 
 

i. An updated Community Housing for Seniors Policy;  
ii. A new Community Housing Rent Procedure; and  
iii. An updated Community Housing for Seniors Tenant Information Guide & Procedures. 
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Community Housing for Seniors Policy 
To address the Service Review recommendation by DHPW, the revised Policy includes the following 
statement: 

 
"3.7 COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS 
Mareeba Shire Council is committed to quality customer service by resolving complaints 
and appeals as quickly and effectively as possible. If a tenant or applicant is dissatisfied 
with the service or actions of the Council or Council staff, the tenant or applicant can 
lodge a complaint or an appeal against that decision in accordance with Council's 
Administrative Action Complaint Policy and procedures.  
 
If the affected person is not satisfied that a complaint has been satisfactorily resolved, 
he/she will be informed of any further review mechanisms that are available and given 
the details of any statutory right of review. This may include a review by the Department 
of Housing and Public Works, Queensland Human Rights Commission or Queensland 
Ombudsman." 

 
This is repeated in the Guide, along with Council's contact details. In addition to addressing the 
DHPW Service Review recommendation, the original Policy was revised to include high-level 
information, with operational information transferred into the new Procedure or the Guide. 

 
Community Housing Rent Procedure 
The Queensland Housing Regulation 2015 requires community housing providers to implement a 
community housing rent policy/procedure which addresses setting the amount of rent; calculating 
rent payments; collecting rent; managing rent arrears; and provides for explaining rent calculations 
to the tenant and dealing with their queries about rent; giving the tenant a choice of ways to pay 
rent; preventing the tenant from getting into serious arrears of rent. 
 
The rent section which was extracted from the original Policy addressed each of these requirements, 
therefore only minor clarifications have been made with the new standalone Procedure. 

 
Community Housing for Seniors Tenant Information Guide & Procedures 
The existing Guide has been extended with procedural information extracted from the original 
Policy. This document explains in detail the level of service provided by Council.  
 
Green waste collection 
The collection of green waste from common sites near some of the community housing properties 
was identified by Housing Officers as being outside the scope of the service, and it is recommended 
that this practice does not continue. This level of service exceeds the State Government's 
requirements of registered housing providers and is inequitable because it is not available to all of 
Council's community housing tenants in Mareeba, nor to any tenants in the other towns.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Financial 

The Community Housing for Seniors Policy and Community Housing Tenant Information Guide & 
Procedures establish Council's service-level for delivery of the housing service. This has a direct 
impact on the operational cost of the service.  
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While there is no regular schedule of green waste collection, Council's Parks and Gardens officers 
monitor the amount of green waste and arrange collection and dumping of the material when it is 
necessary.  

Environmental 

The piles of green waste can attract pests, vermin or snakes resulting in a biosecurity and safety risk. 
Additionally, the green waste dries out and may result in a fire hazard. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Council's community housing service is delivered in accordance the relevant State Government 
legislation and policies, including the Housing Act 2003 (Queensland) and the State Government's 
Social Housing Program Specifications.  

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Community: An engaged community which supports and encourages effective partnerships to 
enhance the liveability of the shire and the wellbeing of residents in communities which are resilient 
and prepared for unforeseen events. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Council will provide a formal response to DHPW including the Policy, Procedure and Guide to close 
out the final recommendation under the Service Review.  

Council will post a copy of the documents to all tenants and arrange targeted engagement with 
tenants impacted by any changes to the documents.  

Council will write to the tenants living nearby to the green waste dump sites to inform them of the 
change and the sign behind Close Avenue will be removed.  
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9 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

9.1 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, CAPITAL WORKS MONTHLY REPORT - AUGUST 2020 

Date Prepared: 14 August 2020 

Author: Director Infrastructure Services 

Attachments: 1. Capital Works Highlights - August 2020 ⇩  
2. Capital Works Summary - August 2020 ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on capital works projects undertaken by the 
Infrastructure Services Department during the month of August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services Capital Works Monthly Report for the month of 
August 2020. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council's Capital Works program is focussed on renewal and upgrade of Council infrastructure to 
achieve Council's corporate vision of "A growing, confident and sustainable Shire". The program is 
funded through a combination of Council's own funding and external grants and subsidies. 

Council has secured funding under the Queensland Government's Works for Queensland (W4Q) 
Round 4 and the Australian Government's Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program 
(LRCIP) to deliver various capital works projects in the 2020/21 financial year. Council has received 
approval of all W4Q projects, with approval of LRCIP projects anticipated to be received in 
September 2021. 

Funding has also been secured through the Australian and Queensland governments for 
replacement of the drinking water reservoirs in Chillagoe.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Financial 

The capital works program is tracking within budget. 

Infrastructure and Assets 

Projects included in the current capital works program were identified through Council's Project 
Prioritisation Tool (PPT) which uses a risk-based, multi-criteria approach to rank projects in order of 
priority. The PPT is aligned with Council's Long-Term Financial Plan and Asset Management 
sub-plans, which focus of renewal of existing assets. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
All capital works are listed in and funded by the 2020/21 Capital Works Program. 
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Is the expenditure noted above included in the current budget? 
Yes 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 
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9.2 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, TECHNICAL SERVICES OPERATIONS REPORT - AUGUST 2020 

Date Prepared: 14 August 2020 

Author: Manager Technical Services 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council's Fleet, Design, Soils Lab, Survey, Quality, GIS, 
Project Management, Facilities and Investigation Services activities undertaken by Infrastructure 
Services during the month of August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Technical Services Operations Report for 
August 2020. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Technical Services  

Design, quality and investigations: 

Investigation activities undertaken in August included:  

Activity Current Requests Closed Requests 

Road Infrastructure Review 43 39 

Drainage Investigations 0 0 

Building 0 1 

Cemeteries 0 1 

Park Investigations 1 0 

NHVR Permit Applications 5 10 

Aerodrome Investigations 1 0 

Traffic Count Surveys 7 7 

Rural Address Requests 4 4 

Dial Before You Dig Requests 0 31 

 

Soil Laboratory: 

Council's Soil Laboratory provides NATA-accredited soil and material testing for internal and 
external services. The laboratory completed the following testing in the August period: 

Supplier August 2020 

Internal 74 

External 232 
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Asset Inspections: 

Scheduled inspections of Council's transport infrastructure assets have been varied during the 
month of August: 

Inspection Type Each 

Gates & Grids 88 

QR Open Level Crossings 28 

Roads 1 

Culverts 28 

Subtotal 145 

 

In addition to field inspections, work was completed towards improving the footpath, water, 
sewerage, roads, kerbs and stormwater network.  

Footpaths data was also updated with more accurate information received from Survey and GPS. 

Inspections planned for September will continue to focus on the auditing of Queensland Rail open 
level crossings in coordination with Queensland Rail, as well as the completion of the annual 
inspection of gates and grids on Council roads. 
 

Operational Works and Subdivisions 

To ensure ongoing compliance with development conditions, both during construction and 
on-maintanence, Council undertakes routine inspection and monitoring of sites. The following 
developments remain current: 

Locality Subdivisions Name Status 

Kuranda 72 - 76 Mason Road Stage 1 Under construction 

Kuranda 3 Hilltop Close On-maintenance 

Mareeba The Edge Stage 2B Under construction 

Mareeba Clean Choices Car Wash On-maintenance 

Mareeba Mareeba Roadhouse & Accommodation Park, Williams Close On-maintenance 

Mareeba Bundanoon Stage 2 On-maintenance 

Mareeba The Edge Stage 2A Off-maintenance 

Kuranda 112 Barnwell Rd widening Monitoring 

 

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA - previously NDRRA) 

The DRFA is jointly funded by the Commonwealth and Queensland governments to help alleviate 
the costs of relief and recovery activities undertaken in disaster-affected communities by delivering 
recovery activities to return affected eligible assets back to pre-event condition. The status of 
declared disaster events currently being managed are provided below: 
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Program Status 

2018 NDRRA All works completed. Final claims lodged with QRA for reimbursement of 
costs in accordance with 30 June 2020 deadline. 

2019 DRFA Works currently underway include:  

• Eastern Roads Package - Gregg Constructions continued works in 
August, with completion targeted for September.  

• Western Roads Package: Errol Fitzgerald continued works in August, 
with completion targeted for September. 

• Mid-Western & Dimbulah Roads Packages: Watto's Earthmoving 
continued works in August, with completion targeted for September. 
Bowers Street: Being finalised. 

Gamboola Crossing: QRA has approved an amended scope of works and 
budget for repair of the concrete causeway. Detailed design & procurement 
activities to commence. An extension of time may be required due to 
limitations with dry season access. 

2019 Betterment Various submissions prepared and lodged with QRA, being; 

• Fossilbrook Road, Lynd Crossing. 

• Shanty Creek Road, Creek Crossing. 

• Clacherty Road, Creek Crossing 

QRA have provided approval of these projects in early September 2020. 

Other betterment projects to be identified and submitted in future funding 
rounds. 

 

Facilities  

Community Halls: 

Community Halls are available for use by the public; however, uptake has generally remained low 
which is likely due to COVID-19 restrictions. Utilisation of Council Facilities is conditional on hall 
users complying with the State Government's COVID-19 Restrictions Roadmap. A total of 
19 bookings made were cancelled due to COVID-19. 
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Swimming Pools: 

Kuranda Aquatic Centre opened 4 August 2020 and Mareeba on 18 August 2020. Dimbulah is due 
to open 1 October 2020.   

 

Caravan Parks: 

Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park utilisation numbers remain low which is assumed to be a 
continuation of the impacts affecting the region from COVID-19. Indications are that there are 
currently fewer grey nomads taking up residence than in previous years. 

 

 

Dimbulah Caravan Park utilisation experienced a slight decrease in the powered and unpowered 
sites compared to last month, but numbers are generally higher than this time last year. Due to the 
contractors working in the area, occupancy in the demountables has increased. 
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Vandalism & Graffiti:  

During August, nine (9) reports of vandalism were recorded, with annual costs provided below; 

Financial Year Actuals August Comments 

2015/16 $   2,134.00 • Mareeba Theatre Hall  

• Mareeba CWA Toilets x 3  

• Mareeba Arnold Park Toilet 

• Mareeba Davies Park Toilet 

• Mareeba Mary Andrews Toilets 

• Desailly Range Bob's Lookout 

• Mutchilba Hall 
 

2016/17 $ 16,546.00 

2017/18 $ 23,948.00 

2018/19 $ 14,851.00 

2019/20 $ 14,211.18 

2020/21 $ 504.72 

 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

COVID-19 impacts in relation to closure and re-opening of facilities will be managed in line with 
Queensland Government requirements. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Additional costs associated with graffiti and vandalism is expected and will be accommodated within 
existing budget allocations. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Community: An engaged community which supports and encourages effective partnerships to 
enhance the liveability of the shire and the wellbeing of residents in communities which are resilient 
and prepared for unforeseen events. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 
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9.3 TMSC2020-17 CHILLAGOE RESERVOIR UPGRADE 

Date Prepared: 26 August 2020 

Author: Manager Water and Waste 

Attachments: Nil 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Chillagoe Critical Water Infrastructure Project (Chillagoe Reservoir Upgrade) will see the 
construction of a new 500 kilolitre reinforced concrete water reservoir including all associated pipe 
work, electrical, SCADA and telemetry connections. This project is co-funded through the 
Queensland Government's Building our Regions (BOR) Program and the Australian Government's 
Building Better Regions Funding Program (BBRF). 

Tenders for TMSC2020-17 Chillagoe Reservoir Upgrade closed at 11:00am Tuesday, 11 August 2020 
and 10 responses were received. The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the assessments 
of tender submissions and provide a recommendation on award of the tender. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Awards the tender for Contract TMSC2020-17 Chillagoe Reservoir Upgrade to King Concreting 
Pty Ltd T/A Civform for the sum of $1,097,577.47 (including GST); and 

2. Acknowledges the funding received from the following bodies:  

• $450,000 through the Queensland Government's Building Our Regions (BOR) Program;   

• $600,000 through the Australian Government's Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF). 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council has previously engaged Aurecon Consulting Engineering to undertake an assessment of the 
water storage requirements throughout Mareeba Shire. One of the projects this assessment 
identified was the need for one (1) new 500 kilolitre reservoir at Chillagoe to meet current and 
future water storage requirements, and in order to achieve required storage reserves for 
firefighting.  

The existing two (2) steel water reservoirs located at Chillagoe have reached their useful life 
expectancy and will be replaced with a new 500 kilolitre reinforced concrete water reservoir 
including all associated pipe work, electrical, SCADA and telemetry connections. This project is co-
funded through the Queensland Government's Building our Regions (BoR) Program and the 
Australian Government's Building Better Regions Funding Program (BBRF). 

Tenders for TMSC2020-17 Chillagoe Reservoir Upgrade closed at 11:00am Tuesday, 11 August 2020 
and ten (10) responses were received.  
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The below Table 1 provides an indication on all tender pricings at opening. 

Tenderer 
Pricing 

excl. GST 
Pricing 

incl. GST 

Beep Beep Pty Ltd T/A Richardson's Building Service $926,721.00 $1,019,393.10 

DCG Company Pty Ltd T/A Absolut Constructions $1,163,226.71 $1,279,549.38 

GPB Constructions Pty Ltd $1,842,875.00 $2,027,162.50 

King Concreting Pty Ltd T/A Civform $997,797.70 $1,097,577.47 

LDI Constructions Civil Pty Ltd $1,090,783.00 $1,199,861.30 

M&J Arthur Pty Ltd $906,000.00 $996,600.00 

Neater Constructions (Q) Pty Ltd $1,473,630.00 $1,620,993.00 

Pensar Building Pty Ltd $1,666,052.87 $1,832,658.16 

Celtic Construction & Utility Services $1,619,072.10 $1,780,979.31 

WHF Group Pty Ltd $1,333,661.55 $1,467,027.70 
 

DETAILED TENDER EVALUATION: 

A detailed tender evaluation was undertaken to compare the tenderers based on criteria and 
associated weightings, to provide a total weighted score. These are shown in the following Table 2: 

 

Criteria Weightings 

Tendered Price 40% 

Local Content 10% 

Key Personnel Skills and Experience 20% 

Tenderer's Resources 10% 

Demonstrated Understanding 20% 

Total 100% 
 

The tendered price score is a calculated formula dependent on the actual tender received against 
the median of all prices received. Scores for the remaining criteria are subject to the level of detail 
provided in the tenderer’s proposal and the knowledge of the tenderer's performance on previous 
projects. 

Tenderer Total Weighted Score Rank 

Beep Beep Pty Ltd T/A Richardson's Building Service 7.4 6 

DCG Company Pty Ltd T/A Absolut Constructions 7.95 4 

GPB Constructions Pty Ltd 4.24 10 

King Concreting Pty Ltd T/A Civform 9.22 1 

LDI Constructions Civil Pty Ltd 8.99 2 

M&J Arthur Pty Ltd 8.65 3 

Neater Constructions (Q) Pty Ltd 7.02 8 

Pensar Building Pty Ltd 7.19 7 

Celtic Construction & Utility Services 7.56 5 

WHF Group Pty Ltd 6.67 9 
 

Since the project inception, Council sought grants to assist with delivery of the project, and in early 
2020 was successful in securing a total of $1,050,000 of grant funding for this project, with any 
additional costs to be met by Mareeba Shire Council:  

• $450,000 through the Queensland Government's Building our Regions (BoR) Program; and  
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• $600,000 through the Australian Government's Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF). 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Infrastructure and Assets 

Existing infrastructure is urgently in need of replacement. 

Political and Reputational 

Potential of existing infrastructure to fail. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Externally funded through the Queensland State Government's Building Our Regions Program (BoR) 
and the Australian Government's Building Better Regions Funding Program (BBRF), with any 
additional costs to be met by Mareeba Shire Council. 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the current budget? 
Yes 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Community: An engaged community which supports and encourages effective partnerships to 
enhance the liveability of the shire and the wellbeing of residents in communities which are resilient 
and prepared for unforeseen events. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Consult with the local Chillagoe Township residents and advise them on the project. 
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9.4 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE OPERATIONS REPORT - AUGUST 2020 

Date Prepared: 1 September 2020 

Author: Manager Water and Waste 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council’s Water and Waste activities undertaken by the 
Infrastructure Services Department during the month of August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Operations Report for 
August 2020. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Water and Wastewater Treatment: 

All treatment plants performing satisfactorily. Water demand has continued to increase for all 
schemes, with significant increases in consumption noted in Dimbulah (35% increase) Chillagoe 
(20% increase) compared with last month. Inflows through the wastewater treatment plants have 
remained steady since April. 

Routine environmental monitoring did not detect any exceedances of environmental discharge 
limits. No anomalies or reportable notifications were reported in relation to routine water quality 
testing conducted during August. 

 

Water Treatment Mareeba Kuranda Chillagoe Dimbulah Mt Molloy* 

Water Plant average 
daily production (kL) 

8,495 1,104 326 567 122 

Number of Connections 3,922 1,010 123 247 123 

Average daily water 
consumption per 
connection (L) 

2,087 1,093 2,650 2,296 992 

* Mt Molloy is an untreated, non-potable water supply 

 

Wastewater Treatment Mareeba Kuranda 

Wastewater Plant average daily treatment (kL) 2,156 179 

Number of Connections 3,507 348 

Average daily inflow per connection (L) 615 514 
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Water and Wastewater Reticulation: 

Council's water reticulation crew attended to several small water leaks and average response times 
were within targets set out in Council's customer service standard for water services. 

Monthly statistics are tabled on the reticulation main breaks, unplanned interruptions and sewerage 
main breaks and chokes. 

 

Water Mains Jan  
2020 

Feb  
2020 

Mar 
2020 

April 
2020 

May 
2020 

June   
2020 

July  
2020 

August 
2020 

Water main breaks 4 9 11 10 8 8 6 4 

Unplanned water 
interruptions 

4 9 11 10 8 8 6 4 

Sewerage main 
breaks & chokes 

3 3 5 4 4 2 4 3 

 

Waste Operations: 

All transfer stations and Mareeba landfill are currently operational. 

Recycling 

Waste material collected at each of the waste transfer stations are either deposited directly to the 
Mareeba landfill, recycled or transported to the SUEZ Advanced Resource Recovery Facility (ARRF) 
in Cairns for processing.  
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Waste to Mareeba Landfill 

Waste directed to Mareeba Landfill is primarily residual waste from the SUEZ Advanced Resource 
Recovery Facility (ARRF) plant in Cairns, with minor quantities received from the waste transfer 
stations (Mareeba included), commercial and industrial waste, and waste that Mareeba Shire 
Council produces from its own activities. 
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Illegally Dumped Waste 

Council received 10 illegally dumped tyres (less than one (1) tonne) and less than one (1) tonne of 
illegally dumped general waste through Mareeba Waste Transfer Station during the month of 
August.  
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Environmental 

Council holds an Environmental Authority issued under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to 
operate landfill facilities. 

The Environmental Authority amendment process is underway. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 
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9.5 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WORKS SECTION ACTIVITY REPORT - AUGUST 2020 

Date Prepared: 6 September 2020 

Author: Manager Works 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council's Transport Infrastructure, Parks and Gardens, 
Bridge and Pest Management operational activities undertaken by Infrastructure Services during 
the month of August 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Works Progress Report for the month of 
August 2020. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Transport Infrastructure 

Road Maintenance Activities 

Council maintains approximately 340 kilometres of unsealed roads in the northern part of the shire, 
loosely defined as the area east of the Walsh River Bridge on the Mareeba - Dimbulah. The table 
below shows a breakdown of unsealed road length by locality. 

Locality Length (km) 

Arriga 14.9 

Biboohra 38.3 

Chewko 5.8 

Glen Russell 3.2 

Julatten 37.7 

Koah 21.4 

Kuranda 29.5 

Mareeba 71.6 

Mona Mona 23.9 

Mount Carbine 23.4 

Mount Molloy 36.0 

Mutchilba 15.1 

Paddys Green 12.6 

Southedge 1.1 

Speewah 5.5 

TOTAL 340.0 

Council has one (1) maintenance grading crew that works generally in a cyclic pattern from the 
Mt Carbine Cemetery Access Road in the Shire's northern reaches to Black Mountain Road in the 
Kuranda area. This calendar year, to the end of August, approximately 190 kilometres of unsealed 
road have been graded in the northern area. 
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The maintenance grading crew are currently in the Koah locality and will be moving to Speewah and 
Kuranda areas in September. It is estimated that by the Christmas close-down, the crew will in the 
Mt Carbine locality; weather, breakdown and resource dependent. 

Bridges and Major Culverts 

The bridge crew resources will be allocated to construction of the John Doyle Bridge for the next 
two (2) months. As such only emergency maintenance will be undertaken on Council bridges and 
major culverts during this time. 

TMR Routine Maintenance Performance Contract (RMPC) 

During August, RMPC activities on the Herberton - Petford Road were mainly pipe and culvert 
inspections and subsequent inlet and outlet cleaning. This activity should be completed by 
mid-September. 

A medium formation grade from Chillagoe to King Vol mine on the Burke Developmental Road (BDR) 
was completed in late August and the grading crew relocated to Council's Gamboola camp and 
started the first of two 10-day work shifts. The contract grading crew, under the supervision of 
Council, has reached Turkey Creek and it is estimated that between these two crews the final 50 
kilometres of maintenance grading on the BDR will be completed by late September. 

Parks and Open Spaces  

During August, Parks and Open Spaces staff concentrated their efforts on tree trimming, hedge 
maintenance and irrigation repair. 

Kuranda Parks and Open spaces staff have changed out spider lilies that were impacting on the 
seating in Therwine Street for lower growing plants. 

In September, the street artwork in Coondoo Street that was vandalised will be repaired. Staff will 
provide barricading around the artistic mosaic columns to allow the contractor room to work and 
provide safety to the public. 

Parks and Open Spaces staff noted several failed solar lights at Bicentennial Lakes in July and these 
were replaced by the original supplier in August. Council is awaiting a report on the cause of the 
failures and at this time, no cost has been attributed to Council. 

Land Protection  

Parthenium Weed: There are 10 known active Parthenium Weed sites within Mareeba Shire and 
currently seven (7) are almost eradicated. Land Protection staff visit these sites every three (3) to 
four (4) weeks to ensure that all affected landowners are complying with their obligation to treat all 
incursions in a timely way that prevents the plants from flowering and seeding. While there, officers 
inspect all neighbouring landholders and adjoining roads and creek lines to be sure no weed seeds 
have spread. 

Land Protection staff are always alert for new sites in their day-to-day activities and carry fact sheets 
and photos to show the public and ask them if they have seen the plant in their travels. Sites have 
been previously found in this way and early detection is necessary to prevent long term and 
expensive removal programs.  
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Navua sedge: Council have targeted this weed for removal in and around Julatten and Mt Molloy. 
Officers have treated all roadsides in the region and TMR have provided funding for the treatment 
of state-controlled land within the target area. 

Multi Species Weeds Clean-up on the Upper Walsh River: The project area for this program starts 
in Irvinebank township and moves downstream through Gibb and Emu Creeks and stops at the 
junction with the Walsh River. Council collaborate with affected landowners, Mitchell River 
Catchment Group, Northern Gulf Resource Management Group and Biosecurity Queensland. 
Biosecurity Queensland provide a control operator and The Charters Towers Tropical Weeds 
Research Centre are trialling potential biological agents on the target weeds namely Bellyache Bush, 
Physic Nut, Rubber Vine and Siam Weed. 

Rabbits: Land Protection Officers have introduced the K5 Callisivirus into rabbit populations on 
McBean and Leafgold Weir Roads as well as in Watsonville town area.  

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

COVID-19 impacts in relation to closure and re-opening of facilities will be managed in line with 
Queensland Government restrictions. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Operating 
All operational works are funded by the section specific 2019/20 maintenance budgets. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability: A council that continuously looks for savings and opportunities while 
managing council’s assets and reserves to ensure a sustainable future in a cost-effective manner. 

Transport and Council Infrastructure: The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Environment: A resilient economy that promotes and supports the shire's natural 
assets and local industry and encourages investment while preserving and future proofing for 
generations to come. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 

   





Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 16 September 2020 

 

Item 10.1 Page 115 

10 OFFICE OF THE CEO 

10.1 ENDORSEMENT OF MAREEBA LOCAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Date Prepared: 3 September 2020 

Author: Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: 1. Mareeba Local Disaster Management Plan 2020/21 ⇩   
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Mareeba Local Disaster Management Plan (LDMP) provides the framework for a multiagency 
response and recovery operations. 

This plan has been developed by, and with the authority of, Mareeba Shire Council pursuant to 
sections 57 and 58 of the Disaster Management Act 2003. The plan conforms to the state planning 
guidelines. 

The plan was endorsed by the Mareeba Local Disaster Management Group on 31 August 2020. 

Section 80(1)(b) requires Council to approve its Local Disaster Management Plan (LDMP). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council endorses the Mareeba Local Disaster Management Plan.  

 
BACKGROUND 

The LDMP is an overarching document that details the structure, management arrangements and 

governance provisions which underpin the process. It gives an overview of the arrangements in place for 

dealing with disasters and sets out the role of the LDMG. 

The plan is designed to be flexible so it can be adapted to any disaster event affecting the region to ensure 

an integrated, coordinated and timely response. 

The LDMP is complemented by operational sub plans which are designed to expand on information 

contained in the LDMP. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

If approved, updated plan will be placed on Council's website. 
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10.2 BEQUEST FROM LAURENCE JOHN TRACONA TO COUNCIL 

Date Prepared: 8 September 2020 

Author: Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: 1. Apels Solicitors and Notary on behalf of Executor Peter Apel for the 
Estate of the late Laurence John Tracona ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The late Mr Laurence (Laurie) John Tracona very kindly made a bequest of $55,000 to Council in his 
Will. Councillors have had discussions of how best to use the funds and it is now proposed that they 
are used to enhance the Mareeba Library for the youth of the town.  

This proposal has been discussed with the Executor of his estate, Mr Peter Apel, and he has indicated 
that he believes this is an appropriate use of the bequest. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council applies the generous bequest from the late Mr Laurence John Tracona to enhance the 
experience of youth in the Mareeba Library. 

 
 

BACKGROUND 

Following Laurie Tracona's passing Council was informed by the Executor of his estate, Mr Peter 
Apel, that he had made a bequest of $55,000 to Council. Various discussions were had as how the 
funds could be utilised in such a way as to recognise Mr Tracona that would be meaningful and long 
lasting.  

It is acknowledged that the funds were originally bequeathed for the beautification of the CBD. 
However no long lasting suitable project could be identified in the CBD and given Mr Tracona's 
fondness of literature, reading and his career working with youth, it was concluded that an 
appropriate way to use his generous bequest would be providing resources for young people at the 
Mareeba Library. 

The concept was discussed with the Executor of Mr Tracona's estate who has agreed that this would 
be an appropriate use of the bequest. A letter from Mr Apel in this regard is attached. 

A suitable plaque will be erected in the Library recognising Mr Tracona's contribution and the funds 
will be utilised in such a way that there is a long lasting benefit to the youth of the town. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil, as the Executor has agreed to the proposed usage. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil, as the costs will be covered by the bequest. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Community: An engaged community which supports and encourages effective partnerships to 
enhance the liveability of the shire and the wellbeing of residents in communities which are resilient 
and prepared for unforeseen events. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Library staff will provide Councillors with a detailed plan for the utilisation of the funds. 

A formal opening will be arranged to acknowledge Mr Tracona's generous bequest. 
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10.3 COREO'S CIRCULAR ECONOMY MASTERCLASS 

Date Prepared: 9 September 2020 

Author: Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: Nil 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval for Cr Wyatt to participate in the next 
Circular Economy Masterclass by Coreo scheduled for 29 October and 5 November 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council approves Cr Wyatt's participation in Circular Economy Masterclass by Coreo 
scheduled for 29 October and 5 November 2020. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Circular Economy Masterclass provides the opportunity for participants to gain an 
understanding of the circular economy principles and business models. One of the key learning 
objectives is to demonstrate and understand the environmental, social and economic value and 
business case in a circular economy. Local Government representatives have been identified as one 
of the target audiences encouraged to participate.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Yes 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the current budget? 
Yes 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Governance: Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and clear strategic direction to 
achieve regulatory compliance and affordable levels of service delivered to the community. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Registration for the Masterclass will be processed if approved by Council. 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS    

Nil  

12 BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

13 NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL 
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14 FOR INFORMATION 

14.1 SUMMARY OF NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS & DELEGATED DECISIONS FOR THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST 2020 

Date Prepared: 1 September 2020 

Author: Senior Planner 

Attachments: Nil  
  

 

 

 
 

Please see below information. 
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