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CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

REGIONAL LAND USE PLANNING 
 

ITEM-1 M & G CRUSHING AND MATERIALS PTY LTD - 
MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE - EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRY 
- PART OF LOT 4 ON BW18 - BURKE DEVELOPMENTAL 
ROAD, ROOKWOOD - DA/16/0052  

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
MEETING: Ordinary 
 
MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 
REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Senior Planner 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT M & G Crushing and 
Materials Pty Ltd 

ADDRESS Burke Developmental 
Road, Rookwood 

DATE LODGED 24 August 2016 RPD Part of Lot 4 on 
BW18 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Material Change of Use - Extractive Industry 

 

FILE NO DA/16/0052 AREA 128,000ha (quarry 
approx. 50ha) 

LODGED BY Hughes Consulting OWNER RG & RD Ferguson 
and DK Simpson 

PLANNING 
SCHEME 

Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 

ZONE Rural zone 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Code Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS n/a 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Proposal Plan/s 

2. Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
Referral Agency Response - 9 November 2016 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of a development application described in the above application details. 
 
The application is code assessable and was not required to undergo public notification. 
 
It has been assessed against the relevant statutory planning instruments, including the 
Regional Plan and the Planning Scheme and does not conflict with any relevant planning 
instrument. 
 
Draft conditions were provided to the Applicant/care of their consultant and have been 
agreed. 
 
It is recommended that the application be approved in full with conditions. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That in relation to the following development application: 
 

 

and in accordance with the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the applicant be notified that the 
application for a development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 

Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject 
to assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), concurrence 
agency conditions in (E), relevant period in (F), further permits in (G), and further approvals 
from Council listed in (H); 
 
And 
 
The assessment manager does not consider that the assessment manager’s decision 
conflicts with a relevant instrument. 
 
(A) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Material Change of Use - 

Extractive Industry 
 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT M & G Crushing and 
Materials Pty Ltd 

ADDRESS Burke Developmental 
Road, Rookwood 

DATE LODGED 24 August 2016 RPD Part of Lot 4 on BW18 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Material Change of Use - Extractive Industry 
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(B) APPROVED PLANS: 

 
 

(C) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 
 
(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 
 
1. Development must be carried out substantially in accordance with the approved 

plans and the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted with the 
application, subject to any alterations: 
 
- found necessary by the Council’s delegated officer at the time of 

examination of the engineering plans or during construction of the 
development because of particular engineering requirements; and 

- to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 
 

2. Timing of Effect 
 
2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to the 

satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the commencement of 
the use except where specified otherwise in these conditions of approval. 
 

2.2 Prior to the commencement of use, the applicant must notify Council that 
all the conditions of the development permit have been complied with, 
except where specified otherwise in these conditions of approval. 
 

3. General 
 
3.1 The development approval would not have been issued if not for the 

conditions requiring the construction of infrastructure within the conditions 
of approval. 
 

3.2 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary alterations 
to existing public utility mains, services or installations required by works in 
relation to the proposed development or any works required by condition(s) 
of this approval.  
 

3.3 All payments or bonds required to be made to the Council pursuant to any 
condition of this approval must be made prior to commencement of the use 
and at the rate applicable at the time of payment. 
 

3.4 All works must be designed, constructed and carried out in accordance 
with FNQROC Development Manual requirements (as amended) and to 
the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer.  
 
 
 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

Figure 3 Nolan's Crossing 
Quarry - Site Plan with 
Contours 

Hughes Consulting July 2016 
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3.5 Bushfire Management 
 
A Bushfire Management Plan for the extractive industry must be prepared 
to the satisfaction of Council's delegated officer.  The approved use must 
comply with the requirements of the Management Plan at all times. 
 

3.6 Hours of Operation 
 
All operations pursuant to the extractive industry, or in any way connected 
with the extractive industry will, for site operations and for removal of 
material, be limited to the hours between 6.00 am and 7.00 pm. 
 

3.7 The Applicant shall provide Council with records of quantities of material 
extracted from the site on a monthly basis. 
 

3.8 The applicant will be required to take every precaution to avoid spillage 
and any spillage which occurs on any public road, shall be removed at the 
end of each working day or within four (4) hours of any verbal requirement 
by Council's delegated officer. 
 

3.9 The excavation of material will be required to be confined to the Quarry 
Operational Areas, subject to the conditions and requirements of the 
Council and/or other Authority and all operations will be carried out in such 
a manner that no erosion occurs in any adjoining or other land outside the 
Quarry Operational Areas. 
 

3.10 The applicant shall ensure that no declared plants are transported from the 
site during the operation of the extractive industry. 
 

3.11 Flood Immunity 
 
Any new buildings must be located such that the freeboard of the floor 
levels of all habitable rooms are a minimum of 300mm above the 100 ARI 
year level. 
 

(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 
 
(a) A number of other charges or payments may be payable as conditions of 

approval. The applicable fee is set out in Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule for 
each respective financial year. 
 

(b) Compliance with applicable codes/policies  
 
The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and 
Planning Scheme Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition 
of this approval.  
 

(c) Compliance with Acts and Regulations 
 
The erection and use of the building must comply with the Building Act and all 
other relevant Acts, Regulations and Laws, and these approval conditions. 
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(d) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are 
likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental 
significance. Further information on these matters can be obtained from 
www.environment.gov.au. 
 

(e) Cultural Heritage 
 
In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the 
“cultural heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural 
heritage duty of care if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural 
heritage duty of care guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against 
the duty of care guidelines will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal 
cultural heritage may be harmed by the activity. Further information on cultural 
heritage, together with a copy of the duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage 
search forms, may be obtained from www.datsip.qld.gov.au. 
 

(E) CONCURRENCE AGENCY CONDITIONS 

Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning conditions dated 9 
November 2016. 
 

(F) RELEVANT PERIOD 
 
When approval lapses if development not started (s.341) 

 Material Change of Use – four (4) years (starting the day the approval takes 
effect); 
 

(G) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 
 

 Nil 
 

(H) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 
 

 Nil 
 

THE SITE 

The subject land is described as part of Lot 4 on BW18, Parish of Gavin, situated on the 
Burke Developmental Road, via Mungana. Access to the site is obtained directly from the 
Burke Developmental Road. 
 
Lot 4 on BW18 has a total area of 128,000 hectares and is used for grazing purposes. The 
proposed development area will cover approximately 50 hectares of Lot 4. 
 
Since early 2010, various development approvals for extractive industry purposes, have 
been issued over approximately half of the 50 hectare area. These approvals have been 
acted upon and extractive industry operations continue in the approved area. 
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The remainder of the 50 hectare area is predominantly covered with open eucalyptus 
woodland.  The vegetation is mapped as remnant not of concern regional ecosystem. Nolan 
Creek is located approximately 350 metres south-east of the extraction area. 
 
Surrounding lots are very large rural holdings. The nearest dwelling house is located 
approximately 30 kilometres from the proposed extraction site. 
 

 
Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 

 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
 
Nil 
 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS & APPROVALS 
 
There have been two (2) previous material change of use - extractive industry development 
applications submitted and approved for the Nolans Crossing Quarry. 
 
The details of the previous applications and approvals are as follows: 
 
Development Application MCU/09/0030 
 
Council at its ordinary meeting held on 7 April 2010 resolved to issue a development permit 
for the application by M & G Crushing and Materials Pty Ltd, for material change of use - 
extractive industry of land described as part of Lot 4 on BW18, situated at the Burke 
Developmental Road, Rookwood. The approval authorised the extraction of up to 100,000 
tonnes of material per annum. 
 
Development Application MCU/10/0022 
 
Council at its ordinary meeting held on 20 October 2010 resolved to issue a development 
permit for the application by M & G Crushing and Materials Pty Ltd, for material change of 
use - extractive industry of land described as part of Lot 4 on BW18, situated at the Burke 
Developmental Road, Rookwood. The approval authorised the extraction of greater than 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 12 

 
 

100,000 tonnes, but not exceeding 1,000,000 tonnes per annum (nominally 185,000 tonnes 
per annum). 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
The development application seeks a Development Permit for Material Change of Use - 
Extractive Industry in accordance with the plans shown in Attachment 1. 
 
The application covers approximately 50 hectares of Lot 4 on BW18 which is subject to a 
Sales Permit issued by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries under the Forestry Act 
1959. An effective development permit (extractive industry) is currently held by the applicant 
over 22 hectares of the 50 hectares area the subject of this application. 
 
The existing development permit authorises the extraction of more than 100,000 tonnes, but 
less than 1,000,000 tonnes of material per annum, and has been acted upon since 2010. 
 
The current application seeks to obtain a development permit over the entire 50 hectare 
sales permit area (approximately 28 hectares of additional quarry supply zone). The quarry 
will continue to operate on an as-required basis to service resource demand, not exceeding 
the existing annual threshold of 1,000,000 tonnes. 
 
The following extractive industry processes are already undertaken as part of the existing 
quarry and will continue for the extended quarry supply area: 
 

 Progressive removal of vegetation as required and stripping of topsoil. Tops soil and 
overburdens will be stored separately and used for rehabilitation works; 

 Stripping of overburden by dozer to reveal, harder fresher and more competent rock; 

 Drilling and blasting of the hard rock material where necessary (Granite) to produce 
benches with nominal heights of 10 m for granite (Pit 1 & 2) and 5 m for siltstone/slate 
(Pit 3). The bench faces would be inclined 75⁰  from horizontal for granite and no less 
than 70⁰  from horizontal for siltstones/slates; 

 Extraction of the reserves (if being used) will take place sequentially both laterally and 
vertically resulting in the development of an open cut pit incorporating multiple 
benches; 

 Screening of crushed material to required sizes; 

 Stockpiling of material; 

 Stabilisation and rehabilitation of disturbed areas. 
 
The rock will be processed on site in a multi-stage crushing, screening and blending plant to 
produce a range of road base and crushed aggregates for delivery in road trucks. A mobile 
crushing and screening plant is used. The drill and blast operations are contracted out and 
the size of each blast is dependent on supply contracts. Once extracted, the rock is crushed 
to size, washed and screened then transported via the site haul road to the stockpile area. 
Extraction activities will occur outside the wettest months, when access can be gained to the 
site and work carried out safely. Operations will also cease when operations are considered 
detrimental to the environment or risk causing environmental harm or as directed by a Forest 
Products Officer. 
 
Stockpile pads, camp, water storages, haul roads, dust controls and truck and machinery 
compounds have already been established. 
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Material extracted from the excavation areas is stockpiled at existing positions on the current 
development permit area. A haul road provides access from the extraction area to the 
stockpile and Burke Development Road. Existing and additional tracks constructed within the 
sales permit area will be maintained to an adequate standard to support the proposed traffic 
without detrimental impacts on streams or drainage lines. 
 
All working areas are to be surrounded by a stock proof fence and the main entrance has a 
lockable gate. 
 
Operations will occur between 7.00 am and 6 pm Monday to Friday and 7 am to 12 pm on 
Saturdays. No activities will occur on Sundays or Public Holidays. Up to 5 people will be 
employed at any one time. Visitors to the site are not expected on a regular basis. 
Employees will reside on site temporarily in the existing camp structures. No waste disposal 
will occur on site and minor fuel spills may be remediated on-site via bio-remediation, all 
other spill material will be removed as regulated waste. 
 
Weeds will be managed in accordance with a Quarry Management Plan. Water will be 
sourced from on-site dams for use as dust suppression during the operations. 
 
Site rehabilitation will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Authority issued by the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection. 
 

REGIONAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

The subject site is included within the Regional Landscape and Rural Production Area land 
use category in the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031. 
 

PLANNING SCHEME DESIGNATIONS 
 

 
 
Planning Scheme Definitions 
 
The proposed use is defined as:- 
 

Extractive Industry - Premises used for the extraction and/or processing of extractive 
resources and associated activities, including their transportation to market (e.g. 
Quarry). 

 
 
 

Strategic Framework: Rural other 

Zone: Rural zone 

Overlays: 

Agricultural Land Overlay 
Bushfire Hazard Overlay 
Environmental Significance Overlay 
Flood Hazard Overlay 
Hill and Slope overlay 
Regional Infrastructure Corridors and 
Substations Overlay 
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RELEVANT PLANNING INSTRUMENTS 
 
Assessment of the proposed development against the relevant planning instruments is 
summarised as follows:- 
 
(a) Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 
 
Separate assessment against the Regional Plan is not required because the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme appropriately advances the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 
2009-2031, as it applies to the planning scheme area. 
 
(b) State Planning Policy 
 
Separate assessment against the State Planning Policy (SPP) is not required because the 
Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the 
SPP. 
 
(c) Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 
 
Relevant Development Codes 

The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the 
application: 

 
6.2.9 Rural zone code 
8.2.1 Agricultural land overlay code 
8.2.3 Bushfire hazard overlay code 
8.2.4 Environmental significance overlay code 
8.2.6 Flood hazard overlay code 
8.2.8 Hill and slope overlay code 
8.2.9 Regional infrastructure corridors and substations overlay code 
9.3.5 Industrial activities code 
9.4.2 Landscaping code 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
9.4.5 Works, services and infrastructure code 
 

The application included a planning report and assessment against the planning scheme.  
An officer assessment has found that the application satisfies the relevant acceptable 
solutions (or probable solutions/performance criteria where no acceptable solution applies) 
of the relevant codes set out below, provided reasonable and relevant conditions are 
attached to any approval. 
 

Relevant Codes Comments 

Rural zone code The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Agricultural land overlay 
code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Bushfire hazard overlay 
code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Environmental 
significance overlay code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 
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Flood hazard overlay 
code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Hill and slope overlay 
code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Regional infrastructure 
corridors and substations 
overlay code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Industrial activities code The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Landscaping code The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Parking and access code The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

Works, services and 
infrastructure code 

The application complies with applicable acceptable/probable 
solutions/performance criteria. 

 
(e) Planning Scheme Policies 
 
The following planning scheme policies are relevant to the application: 
 
Planning Scheme Policy 4 - FNQROC Regional Development Manual 
 
All development works will be conditioned to be designed and constructed in accordance 
with the FNQROC Development Manual. 
 
(f) Additional Trunk Infrastructure Condition (Section 650 of SPA) 
 
The subject land is located outside the identified Priority Infrastructure Area (PIA).  
 
Section 650 of SPA allows Council to condition additional trunk infrastructure outside the 
PIA. 
 
Considering the development accesses directly onto the Burke Developmental Road (State 
controlled road), an augmentation of the road network contribution is not considered 
necessary in this instance. 
 
REFERRALS 
 
Concurrence 
 
The application triggered referral to the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning as a Concurrence Agency (SARA - State controlled road). 
 
That Department advised in a letter dated 9 November 2016 that they require the conditions 
to be attached to any approval (Attachment 2). 
 
Advice 
 
This application did not trigger referral to an Advice Agency. 
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Internal Consultation 
 
Technical Services 
 
PLANNING DISCUSSION 
 
Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  10 November 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
APPROVED PLANS (ECM VS 3836445) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ITEM-2 M MCKEEN - RECONFIGURING A LOT - SUBDIVISION (1 
INTO 2 LOTS) LOT 1 SP154474 - 25 COPLAND ROAD, 
KOAH - DA/16/0033  

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
MEETING: Ordinary 
 
MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 
REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Senior Planner 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT M McKeen ADDRESS 25 Copland Road, 
Koah 

DATE LODGED 24 June 2016 RPD Lot 1 on SP154474 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 2 lots) 

 

FILE NO DA/16/0033 AREA 9.3871 hectares 

LODGED BY M McKeen OWNER M McKeen 

PLANNING 
SCHEME 

Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme 2004 (Amendment No. 01/11) 

ZONE Rural zone 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Code Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS n/a 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Proposal Plan/s 

2. Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
Referral Agency Response dated 19 September 2016 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of a development application described in the above application details. 
 
The application is code assessable and was not required to undergo public notification. 
 
The applicants propose the excision of approximately 2 hectares of land from the north-west 
corner of the site to form a separate allotment (proposed Lot 11), leaving a balance allotment 
of approximately 7.3871 hectares (proposed Lot 12) 
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The application and supporting material has been assessed against the relevant statutory 
planning instruments including the FNQ Regional Plan, the State Planning Policy, and the 
Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme (including codes and policies) and is in conflict with the 
rural subdivision provisions contained within both the Planning Scheme and the Regional 
Plan. 
 
Both proposed allotments are significantly smaller than the Planning Scheme's desired 
minimum resultant lot size of 30 hectares for land within the Rural zone (where not GQAL). 
The proposed subdivision conflicts with an overall intent of the Rural Zone as it would result 
in further fragmentation of rural land, the ad-hoc creation of an additional rural lifestyle 
allotment, and an increase in dwelling densities within the Rural zone.  
 
A report tabled at Council's Ordinary Meeting on 16 November 2016 recommended that the 
application be refused. 
 
At this meeting, Council resolved that it intended to approve this development application 
and instructed officers to prepare suitable conditions for approval and provide a report to the 
21 December 2016 meeting. 
 
The proposed conditions are presented below. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That in relation to the following development application: 
 

 

and in accordance with the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the applicant be notified that the 
application for a development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 
 
Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject 
to assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), concurrence 
agency conditions in (E), relevant period in (F), further permits in (G), and further approvals 
from Council listed in (H); 
 
And 
 
The assessment manager does consider that the assessment manager’s decision conflicts 
with a relevant instrument. 
 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT M McKeen ADDRESS 25 Copland Road, 
Koah 

DATE LODGED 24 June 2016 RPD Lot 1 on SP154474 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 2 lots) 
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(A) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Reconfiguring a Lot - 

Subdivision (1 into 2 lots) 
 

(B) APPROVED PLANS: 

 
 

(C) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 
 
(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 
 
1. Development must be carried out substantially in accordance with the approved 

plans and the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted with the 
application, subject to any alterations: 
 
- found necessary by Council’s delegated officer at the time of examination 

of the engineering plans or during construction of the development 
because of particular engineering requirements; and 

- to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 
 
 

Details of the conflict with the relevant 
instrument 

Reason for the decision, including a statement about 
the sufficient grounds to justify the decision despite 
the conflict 

1. The proposed development is in conflict with 
Part 4, Division 14, 4.77 Overall Outcomes 
for Rural Zone Code: 

(b) where agricultural production and 
the raising of animals are protected 
from incompatible land uses; 

2. The proposed development is in conflict with 
Part 4, Division 14, Rural Zone Code: 

4.80 Reconfiguring a Lot 

S1 The viability of the farming industry 
throughout the Shire and including 
Good Quality Agricultural Land, and 
future opportunities for farming 
pursuits are not compromised. 

PS1.2 Allotments to have a 
minimum area of 30 
hectares and road 
frontage of 150 metres if 
outside the area identified 
on Agricultural Land 
Quality Maps S2, S3, S4 
and S5. 

3. The proposed development is in conflict with 
land use policies 2.6.1 and 4.6.1 of the Far 
North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-
2031. 

The subject site and surrounding allotments are not mapped as Good 
Quality Agricultural Land (GQAL). Council considers that the subject land 
is not suitable for sustainable agricultural production and further, it is 
improbable that adjoining allotments will be developed for significant 
agriculture purposes in the future. 
 
In assessing the potential for intensive animal husbandry, Council has 
applied the S-Factor methodology developed for the assessment of meat 
poultry farms. The typical meat poultry farm established within the 
Mareeba Shire accommodates up to 200,000 birds. A buffer distance of 
845m is calculated for this farm size. Applying this buffer from the centre of 
the subject land would cover numerous surrounding rural and rural 
residential allotments. 
 
This demonstrates that it is not possible for intensive animal husbandry to 
achieve this separation distance. Separation distances for the 
establishment of a piggery or feedlot are expected to be no less than that 
required for a meat poultry farm.  
 
The subject land is located within Preferred Area No 3 - Clohesy River 
Area. Preferred Area No 3 reflects the planning scheme's ultimate intent 
that the Clohesy River area be development to accommodate some of 
urban growth. 
 
The proposed development is considered to represent the highest and 
best use of the subject land. 
 

 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

DWG No. 7763-LL1 
Rev B 

Proposed 
Reconfiguration of a Lot 
(1 Lot into 2 Lots) 

Twine Surveys Pty Ltd 14.6.2016 
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2. Timing of Effect 
 
2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to the 

satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the endorsement of the 
plan of survey, except where specified otherwise in these conditions of 
approval. 
 

3. General 
 
3.1 The development approval would not have been issued if not for the 

conditions requiring the construction of infrastructure or the payment of 
infrastructure charges within the conditions of approval. 
 

3.2 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary alterations 
to existing public utility mains, services or installations required by works in 
relation to the proposed development or any works required by condition(s) 
of this approval. 
 

3.3 All payments or bonds required to be made to the Council pursuant to any 
condition of this approval must be made prior to the endorsement of the 
plan of survey and at the rate applicable at the time of payment. 
 

3.4 The developer must relocate (in accordance with FNQROC standards) any 
services such as water, sewer, drainage, telecommunications and 
electricity that are not wholly located within the lots that are being 
created/serviced where required by the relevant authority unless approved 
by Council’s delegated officer. 
 

3.5 Where utilities (such as sewers on non-standard alignments) traverse lots 
to service another lot, easements must be created in favour of Council for 
access and maintenance purposes. The developer is to pay all costs 
(including Council’s legal expenses) to prepare and register the easement 
documents. 
 

3.6 Any existing buildings or structures (pools/tennis courts or fences) and/or 
incidental works that straddle the new boundaries must be altered, 
demolished or removed, as required, to align with the new property 
boundaries and/or be wholly contained within a new allotment, unless 
approved by Council’s delegated officer. 
 

3.7 Prior to the endorsement of the plan of survey the applicant must provide a 
letter from any Concurrence Agencies confirming that their conditions have 
been complied with and/or that they have no objection to Council's 
endorsement of the plan of survey. 
 

3.8 All works must be designed, constructed and carried out in accordance 
with FNQROC Development Manual requirements and to the satisfaction 
of Council’s delegated officer. 
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3.9 Flood Immunity 
 
All new buildings must be located such that the freeboard of the floor levels 
of all habitable rooms are a minimum of 300mm above the 100 ARI year 
level. 
 

3.10 No filling is to occur below the 100 ARI flood level unless approved as part 
of a subsequent development permit for operational works. 
 

3.11 Bushfire Management 
 
Future development on proposed Lots 11 and 12 must comply with the 
recommendations of the Bushfire Management Report for Lot 1 on 
SP154474 as submitted with the reconfiguring a lot application. 
 

3.12 Charges 
 
All outstanding rates, charges and expenses pertaining to the land are to 
be paid in full. 
 

3.13 Rural Addressing 
 
The applicant must pay a contribution per additional lot for provision of 
rural addressing at the rate identified in the Fees and Charges Schedule at 
the time of payment. 
 

4. Infrastructure Services and Standards 
 
4.1 Access 

 
An access crossover for each allotment, must be constructed from the 
edge of the road pavement, to the property boundary of each respective 
allotment, in accordance with the FNQROC Development Manual, to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 
 

4.2 Stormwater Drainage 
 
The applicant must ensure a non-worsening effect on surrounding land as 
a consequence of the development and must take all reasonable and 
practicable measures to ensure discharge occurs in compliance with the 
Queensland Urban Drainage Manual (QUDM) and the FNQROC 
Development Manual. 
 

4.3 Roadworks – Copland Road 
 
4.3.1 Copland Road, from its intersection with Koah Road, to a point 10 

metres past the access into proposed Lot 12, must be constructed to 
Rural Road gravel standard, in accordance with FNQROC 
Development Manual standards to the satisfaction of Council’s 
delegated officer. 
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4.3.2 The value of the roadworks required under Condition 4.3.1 will be 
credited towards the trunk transport contribution payable under 
Condition 5. 
 

4.4 Copland Road road reserve 
 
A new section of road reserve must be opened to formalise the existing 
encroachment of the Copland Road formation on to the subject land. 
 

4.5 Water Supply 
 
4.5.1 Each Lot must be provided with a potable water supply via bore or 

by water rights to a perennial stream in accordance with Planning 
Scheme Policy No. 1 - Water Supply (Outside Reticulated Water 
Supply Area). 
 

4.5.2 Supply from a watercourse will be acceptable, provided the 
following can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of Council's 
delegated officer: 
 
- the watercourse has sufficient flow and is perennial in all but 

the driest years; and 
- the applicant can demonstrate that the Department of 

Natural Resources and Mines is prepared to grant a water 
licence for the proposed lot. 
 

4.5.3 Where a bore is to be used as a source of water, bore installation 
will be in accordance with the requirements of D6.07 of the 
FNQROC Development Manual. 
 

4.5.4 Where a bore is to be used as a source of potable water, it will be 
sited in accordance with the setback distances specified in the 
Queensland Plumbing and Wastewater Code. 
 

4.5.5 The applicant/developer must demonstrate that any source of 
potable water supply can satisfy the standards for drinking water 
set by the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 2004 (National 
Health and Medical Research Council and the National Resource 
Management Ministerial Council). 
 

4.5.6 If an existing bore is proposed as a potable water supply for any 
lot, this bore must comply with 4.5.3 (minimum sustainable yield 
only), 4.5.4 and 4.5.5 above. 
 

4.6 On-Site Wastewater Management 
 
At the time of construction of a new dwelling on any lot, any associated on-
site effluent disposal system must be constructed in compliance with the 
latest version On-Site Domestic Wastewater Management Standard 
(ASNZ1547) to the satisfaction of the Council’s delegated officer. 
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4.7 Electricity provision/supply 
 
The applicant/developer must ensure that an appropriate level of electricity 
supply is provided to each allotment in accordance with FNQROC 
Development Manual standards (as amended) to the satisfaction of 
Council’s delegated officer. 
 
Written advice from an Electricity Service Provider is to be provided to 
Council indicating that an agreement has been made for the provision of 
power reticulation. 
 

4.8 Telecommunications 
 
The applicant/developer must enter into an agreement with a 
telecommunication carrier to provide telecommunication services to each 
allotment and arrange provision of necessary conduits and enveloping 
pipes. 
 

5. Additional Payment Condition/s (section 650 of the Sustainable Planning Act 
2009) 

 
5.1 The additional payment condition has been imposed as the development 

will create additional demand on trunk infrastructure which will create 
additional trunk infrastructure costs for council. 

 
5.2 The developer must pay $4,425.00 per additional lot as a contribution 

toward trunk infrastructure with the amount of the contribution increased on 
1 July each year in accordance with the increase for the PPI index for the 
period starting on the day the development approval takes effect, adjusted 
by reference to the 3-yearly PPI index average to the date of payment. 
 

5.3 The trunk infrastructure for which the payment is required is: 
 
- The trunk transport network servicing the land ($4,425.00 per 

additional allotment) 
 

5.4 The developer may elect to provide part of the trunk infrastructure instead 
of making the payment. 
 

5.5 If the developer elects to provide part of the trunk infrastructure the 
developer must: 
 
- Discuss with Council's delegated officer the part of the works to be 

undertaken; 
- Obtain the necessary approvals for the part of the works; 
- Indemnify the Council in relation to any actions, suits or demands 

relating to or arising from the works; 
- Take out joint insurance in the name of the Council and the 

developer in the sum of $20,000,000 in relation to the undertaking of 
the works; 

- Comply with the reasonable direction of Council officers in relation to 
the completion of the works; 

- Complete the works to the standards required by the Council; and 
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- Complete the works prior to endorsement of the plan of subdivision. 
 

(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 
 
(a) A number of other charges or payments may be payable as conditions of 

approval. The applicable fee is set out in Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule for 
each respective financial year. 
 

(b) Easement Documents 
 
Council has developed standard easement documentation to assist in the 
drafting of formal easement documents for Council easements. Please contact 
the Planning Section for more information regarding the drafting of easement 
documents for Council easements. 
 

(c) Endorsement Fees 
 
Council charges a fee for the endorsement of a Survey Plan, Community 
Management Statements, easement documents, and covenants. The fee is set 
out in Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule applicable for each respective 
financial year. 
 

(d) Compliance with applicable codes/policies 
 
The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and 
Planning Scheme Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition 
of this approval. 
 

(e) Notation on Rates Record 
 
A notation will be placed on Council’s Rate record with respect to each lot 
regarding the following conditions: 
 

 an approved bushfire management plan 

 conditions regarding flood immunity 

 conditions regarding on-site wastewater disposal system design (at time of 
dwelling construction) 

 an approved source of water supply via bore/perennial watercourse 

 Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning concurrence 
agency conditions and advice 

 At the time of dwelling construction a 22,500L rainwater tank is to be 
provided in accordance with the Dwelling House Code to the satisfaction of 
Council’s delegated officer 

 
(f) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

 
The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are 
likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental 
significance. Further information on these matters can be obtained from 
www.environment.gov.au. 
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(g) Cultural Heritage 
 
In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the 
“cultural heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural 
heritage duty of care if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural 
heritage duty of care guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against 
the duty of care guidelines will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal 
cultural heritage may be harmed by the activity. Further information on cultural 
heritage, together with a copy of the duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage 
search forms, may be obtained from www.datsip.qld.gov.au. 

(E) CONCURRENCE AGENCY CONDITIONS 

Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning conditions dated 19 
September 2016 
 

(F) RELEVANT PERIOD 
 
When approval lapses if development not started (s.341) 

 Reconfiguring a Lot requiring Operational Works – four (4) years (starting the 
day the approval takes effect); 
 

(G) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 
 

 Development Permit for Operational Works 
 

(H) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 
 

 Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  16 November 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
APPROVED PLANS (ECM VS 3816586) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ITEM-3 GJ ARMBRUST - MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE - 
TOURIST PARK - LOT 26 DA194 - 6068 MULLIGAN 
HIGHWAY, MOUNT CARBINE - DA/16/0056  

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
MEETING: Ordinary 
 
MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 
REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Planning Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT GJ Armbrust ADDRESS 6068 Mulligan 
Highway, Mount 
Carbine 

DATE LODGED 20 October 2016 RPD Lot 26 on DA194 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Material Change of Use - Tourist Park 

 

FILE NO DA/16/0056 AREA 66.116 hectares 

LODGED BY Freshwater Planning Pty 
Ltd 

OWNER GJ Armbrust 

PLANNING 
SCHEME 

Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 

ZONE Rural zone 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Impact Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS 33 submissions received (32 in support, 1 objection) 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Proposal Plan/s 

2. Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
Referral Agency Response dated 14 October 2016 

3. Submitter's letters 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of an impact assessable development application described in the 
above application details. Public notification of the proposed development attracted 33 
submissions, of which 32 supported the development and 1 objected to the proposed 
development. 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 48 

 
 

The applicant proposes the establishment of a small rural caravan park/campground to 
accommodate up to 20 campsites which will be informally sited across a sparsely vegetated 
2 hectare (approx.) area of land in the north-east corner of the site. This portion of the site is 
not readily visible from the Mulligan Highway or West Mary Road and is situated adjacent 
Mary Creek which flows along the site's eastern boundary. 
 
The site has previously been used by the public as an informal campground, although the 
required approvals from Council were not in place. The landowner/applicant has now lodged 
this application with Council to obtain a development permit and formalise the campground 
operation. 
 
The application and supporting material has been assessed against the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 with no conflicts identified. Separate assessment 
against the FNQ Regional Plan and the State Planning Policy are not required as these 
instruments have been adequately reflected within the Planning Scheme. 
 
No significant planning issues were identified during the assessment of the application. 
 
Draft conditions were provided to the Applicant care of their consultant and have been 
agreed to. 
 
It is recommended that the application be approved in full, subject to conditions. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That in relation to the following development application: 
 

 

and in accordance with the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the applicant be notified that the 
application for a development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 

Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject 
to assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), concurrence 
agency conditions in (E), relevant period in (F), further permits in (G), and further approvals 
from Council listed in (H); 
 
And 
 
The assessment manager does not consider that the assessment manager’s decision 
conflicts with a relevant instrument. 
 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT GJ Armbrust ADDRESS 6068 Mulligan 
Highway, Mount 
Carbine 

DATE LODGED 20 October 2016 RPD Lot 26 on DA194 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Material Change of Use - Tourist Park 
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(A) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Material Change of Use - 
Tourist Park  

 
(B) APPROVED PLANS: 

 
 

(C) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 
 
(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 
 

1. Development must be carried out substantially in accordance with the 
approved plans and the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted 
with the application, subject to any alterations: 
- found necessary by Council’s delegated officer at the time of 

examination of the engineering plans or during construction of the 
development because of particular engineering requirements; and 

- to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 
 

2. Timing of Effect 
 
2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to 

the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the 
commencement of the use except where specified otherwise in these 
conditions of approval. 
 

2.2 Prior to the commencement of use, the applicant must notify Council 
that all the conditions of the development permit have been complied 
with, except where specified otherwise in these conditions of 
approval. 
 

3. General 
 
3.1 The development approval would not have been issued if not for the 

conditions requiring the construction of infrastructure within the 
conditions of approval. 
 

3.2 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary 
alterations to existing public utility mains, services or installations 
required by works in relation to the proposed development or any 
works required by condition(s) of this approval. 
 

3.3 All payments or bonds required to be made to the Council pursuant 
to any condition of this approval must be made prior to 
commencement of the use and at the rate applicable at the time of 
payment. 
 

3.4 All works must be designed, constructed and carried out in 
accordance with FNQROC Development Manual requirements (as 
amended) and to the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

F16/017 DA01 Proposed Development - 
Caravan Park  

Freshwater Planning Pty Ltd July 2016 
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3.5 Noise Nuisance 
 
Refrigeration equipment, camp site generators, pumps, compressors 
and mechanical ventilation systems must be located and/or 
designed, installed and maintained to achieve a maximum noise level 
of 3dB(A) above background levels as measured from noise 
sensitive locations. 
 
Tourist park guests are not permitted to play amplified music of any 
kind.  
 

3.6 Waste Management 
 
The applicant shall ensure there is no on site disposal of refuse 
associated with the approved use unless such refuse is disposed of 
in refuse bins provided in accordance with the following: 
 
(i) No refuse is to be stored on site outside the refuse bins at any 

time. 
 

(ii) An on-site refuse storage area for all refuse bins must be 
provided and be screened from view from adjoining properties 
and road reserve by a 1 metre wide landscaped screening 
buffer, 1.8m high solid fence or building. 
 
Lids or coverings must be installed on all refuse storage bins 
when not in use to prevent wildlife scavenging. 
 

3.7 Bushfire Management 
 
3.7.1  The approved use must be provided with minimum on-site 

water storage of 5,000 litres for fire-fighting purposes which 
can include: 
(i) a separate tank (fixed or transportable); or 
(ii) a reserve section in the bottom part of a main water 

supply tank; or 
(iii) a dam; or 
(iv) a swimming pool. 
 
Where a tank is to be used for water storage, a 50mm male 
camlock fitting must be attached.  
 

3.7.2 A Bushfire Management Plan, incorporating evacuation 
procedures, campfire guidelines and fire break/trail 
maintenance for the tourist park must be prepared to the 
satisfaction of Council's delegated officer. The approved use 
must comply with the requirements of the Management Plan 
at all times. 
 

3.7.3 The tourist park manager must ensure all open fires are 
appropriately managed and contained and must only be lit 
within the approved tourist park area (no fires permitted within 
Mary Creek). 
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3.8 Signage 
 

3.8.1 No more than 1 advertising sign for the approved 
development is permitted on the subject site. 

 
3.8.2 The sign must not exceed a maximum sign face area of 6m2 

and must not move, revolve, strobe or flash. 
 
3.8.3 The sign must be kept clean, in good order and safe repair for 

the life of the approval. 
 
3.8.4 The sign must be removed when no longer required. 
 
3.8.5 The erection and use of the advertisement must comply with 

the Building Act and all other relevant Acts, Regulations and 
these approval conditions. 

 
3.9 The tourist park shall not accommodate more than twenty (20) 

individual campsites at any one time. Of these 20 individual 
campsites, a maximum of 5 campsites only can be used for 
traditional 'tent' style campers at any one time. Each campsite must: 
 
(i) not accommodate more than 1 caravan/motorhome; and 
(ii) not more than 2 'tent' style campers. 
 
Note: One camp group can accommodate more than 2 campers, 
however not more than 10 'tent' style campers can be 
accommodated within the tourist park any one time. 
 

3.10 The maximum length of stay for any caravan/motorhome or campsite 
must not exceed five (5) consecutive days. 
 

4. Infrastructure Services and Standards 
 
4.1 Access  

 
An access crossover must be constructed/upgraded to 
asphalt/concrete sealed standard (from the edge of West Mary Road 
to the property boundary of the subject site) in accordance with the 
FNQROC Development Manual, to the satisfaction of Council's 
delegated officer. 

 
4.2 Stormwater Drainage/Water Quality 

 
4.2.1 The applicant/developer must take all necessary steps to 

ensure a non-worsening effect on surrounding land as a 
consequence of the development. 
 

4.2.2 Prior to the development commencing, the applicant must 
develop a Stormwater Quality Management Plan, including an 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. The plan must detail 
what measures will be implemented to prevent erosion in the 
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event the surface of the tourist park area deteriorates due to 
wet weather and/or high traffic. 
 

4.2.3 The applicant/developer must ensure that the Stormwater 
Quality Management Plan is complied with for the life of the 
development. 
 

4.3 Car Parking/Internal Driveways 
 
4.3.1 All car parking associated with the tourist park must be 

accommodated within the identified tourist park area. 
 

4.3.2 The internal access road shown on the approved plan 
(ingress and egress) must be constructed (from the edge of 
the access crossover mentioned in Condition 4.1 to the 
approved tourist park area) to a 4 metre wide all weather 
compacted gravel standard, prior to the commencement of 
the use. 
 
The internal access road must be maintained at this standard 
for the life of the development. 
 

4.4 Lighting 
 
4.4.1 Where outdoor lighting is required the developer shall locate, 

design and install lighting to operate from dusk to dawn within 
all areas where the public will be given access, which 
prevents the potential for light spillage to cause nuisance to 
neighbours and must be provided in accordance with 
Australian Standard 1158.1 – Lighting for Roads and Public 
Spaces.  

 
4.4.2 Illumination resulting from direct, reflected or other incidental 

light emanating from the subject land does not exceed 8 lux 
when measured at any point 1.5m outside the property 
boundary of the subject site. The lighting fixtures installed on 
site must meet appropriate lux levels as documented within 
Australian Standard 4282 – Control of the Obtrusive Effects of 
Outdoor Lighting. 

 
4.4.3 The approved tourist park shall be managed in such a way as 

to prevent park visitors from deliberately directing light 
sources such as torches onto native wildlife. 

 
4.5 Non-Reticulated Water Supply 

 
All non-potable water supplied to park visitors must be clearly 
labelled at each tap - Non Potable Water - not safe for Human 
Consumption. 
 
In the event that the tourist park is provided with a potable water 
supply, it must be treated so as to be potable (safe for drinking in 
accordance with National Health Medical Research Guidelines). 
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4.6 On-Site Wastewater Management 
 
4.6.1 No black or grey water from caravans/motorhomes is to be 

discharged on site. 
 

4.6.2 Any accidental discharge of black or grey water on site must 
be reported to Council immediately. 
 

4.6.3 The applicant/developer must have the existing on-site 
wastewater disposal system servicing the ablutions block 
evaluated by a registered site and soil evaluator, and a report 
lodged with Council demonstrating the ability of the system to 
accommodate the demand likely to be generated by the use.  
Population densities outlined in Condition 3.9 should be 
considered during the evaluation. 
 
If the existing system is not of a capacity to service the 
approved use, the system must be upgraded or replaced by a 
system that can accommodate the demand likely to be 
generated by the use.  Any new effluent disposal system must 
be constructed in compliance with the latest version On-Site 
Domestic Wastewater Management Standard (ASNZ1547) to 
the satisfaction of Council's delegated officer. 

 
(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 

 
(a) A number of other charges or payments may be payable as conditions of 

approval. The applicable fee is set out in Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule for 
each respective financial year. 
 

(b) Compliance with applicable codes/policies 
 
The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and 
Planning Scheme Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition 
of this approval.  
 

(c) Compliance with Acts and Regulations 
 
The erection and use of the building must comply with the Building Act and all 
other relevant Acts, Regulations and Laws, and these approval conditions. 
 

(d) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 
The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are 
likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental 
significance. Further information on these matters can be obtained from 
www.environment.gov.au 
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(e) Cultural Heritage 
 
In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the 
“cultural heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural 
heritage duty of care if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural 
heritage duty of care guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against 
the duty of care guidelines will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal 
cultural heritage may be harmed by the activity. Further information on cultural 
heritage, together with a copy of the duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage 
search forms, may be obtained from www.datsip.qld.gov.au 
 

(f) Motor Home Park/Caravan Park/Camping Ground 
 
The applicant is advised that an application to Council for approval to operate 
under Council Local Law No 1 (Administration) 2011 is required prior to the 
commencement of the motor home park/caravan park/camping ground. 

(E) CONCURRENCE AGENCY CONDITIONS 

Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning conditions dated 14 
October 2016. 
 

(F) RELEVANT PERIOD 
 
When approval lapses if development not started (s.341) 

 Material Change of Use – four (4) years (starting the day the approval takes 
effect); 
 

(G) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 
 

 Nil 
 

(H) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 
 

 Access approval arising from condition number 4.1 (Please contact Planning 
Section to obtain application form and applicable fee) 
 

THE SITE 

The subject site is situated at 6068 Mulligan Highway, Mary Farms and is described as Lot 
26 on DA194. The site has a total area of 66.116 hectares and is zoned Rural under the 
Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme. The site includes approx. 880 metres of frontage 
to the State controlled Mulligan Highway which is constructed to dual lane bitumen sealed 
standard, and a further 590 metres of frontage to West Mary Road which bisects the 
property into two near equal severances in a north-east direction. West Mary Road is 
constructed to an approx. 3.5 metre bitumen sealed width for its entire frontage to the site. 
The site currently gains access in its south-east corner from the Mulligan Highway via a 
single gravel crossover. 
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Improvements include a dwelling, a number of farm sheds, and an ablutions block which are 
clustered together in the south-east corner of the lot. The proposed caravan park/camping 
area is situated adjacent these improvements in the north-east corner of the site. The 
remainder of the site is unimproved and is primarily cleared and used for livestock grazing. 
The western third of the site remains covered in remnant vegetation that is least concern 
regional ecosystem, whilst the eastern-most section, including the proposed campground 
area, is sparsely covered in mature non-remnant vegetation. Mary Creek, a perennial 
waterway, is situated immediately to the east of the site. 
 
Lots surrounding the subject site are zoned Rural and are used primarily for livestock 
grazing and rural lifestyle lots. Bustard Downs Caravan Park is situated to the north-east of 
the subject site on the opposite side of Mary Creek. 
 

 
Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 

 
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
 
The subject site has previously been used as a caravan park/campground without the 
required approvals and permits from Council. 
 
In response to compliance notices issued by Council to the landowner, this application was 
prepared and lodged to obtain the necessary approvals and permits. 
 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS & APPROVALS 
 
Nil 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 

The development application seeks a Development Permit for Material Change of Use - 
Tourist Park in accordance with the plan shown in Attachment 1. 
 
The applicant proposes the establishment of a small rural caravan park/campground in the 
north-east corner of the subject site adjacent Mary Creek. The caravan park/campground 
area will utilise a sparsely vegetated 2 hectare portion of the site and will accommodate a 
maximum of 20 campsites which will be informally scattered across this 2 hectare area. 
 
Due to the topography of the site, the proposed caravan park/campground area is not readily 
visible from the Mulligan Highway or West Mary Road. An ablutions facility containing 2 
toilets and 2 showers is already situated on the southern edge of the proposed campground 
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area and is in good working order. Each campsite will be informal in nature with no other 
infrastructure provided such as shade structures or concrete slabs for 
caravans/motorhomes. 
 
The proposed caravan park/campground area will be accessed from West Mary Road only 
via a new gravel driveway down the centre of the site. 
 

REGIONAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

The subject site is included within the Regional Landscape and Rural Production Area land 
use category in the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031. The Regional Plan 
Map 3- ‘Areas of Ecological Significance’ also identifies the site is: 
 

 State & Regional Conservation Corridors 

 Wetland Area of General Ecological Significance 

 Terrestrial Area of General Ecological Significance 
 

PLANNING SCHEME DESIGNATIONS 
 

 
 
Planning Scheme Definitions 
 
The proposed use is defined as:- 
 

Column 1 
Use 

Column 2 
Definition 

Column 3 
Examples include 

Column 4 
Does not include the 
following examples 

Tourist park Premises used to provide 
for accommodation in 
caravans, self-contained 
cabins, tents and similar 
structures for the public 
for short-term holiday 
purposes. 
 

The use may include, 
where ancillary, a 
manager’s residence and 
office, kiosk, amenity 
buildings, food and drink 
outlet, or the provision of 
recreation facilities for the 
use of occupants of the 
tourist park and their 
visitors, and 
accommodation for staff. 

Camping ground, 
caravan park, holiday 
cabins 

Relocatable home park, 
tourist attraction, short-
term accommodation, 
non-resident workforce 
accommodation 

 

Strategic Framework: 
Rural Agricultural Area 
Rural Other 

Zone: Rural zone 

Overlays: 
Agricultural land overlay 
Bushfire hazard overlay 
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RELEVANT PLANNING INSTRUMENTS 
 
Assessment of the proposed development against the relevant planning instruments is 
summarised as follows:- 
 
(a) Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 
 
Separate assessment against the Regional Plan is not required because the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme appropriately advances the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 
2009-2031, as it applies to the planning scheme area. 
 
(b) State Planning Policy 
 
Separate assessment against the State Planning Policy (SPP) is not required because the 
Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the 
SPP. 
 
(c) Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 
 
Strategic Framework 
 
3.3 Settlement pattern and built environment 
 
3.3.1 Strategic outcomes 
 
(5) Primary industries in Rural areas are not compromised or fragmented by incompatible 
and/or unsustainable development, including but not limited to subdivision that results in a 
detrimental impact on rural productivity. The valued, relaxed rural lifestyle, character and 
scenic qualities of the rural area are preserved and enhanced. The rural area is largely 
maintained to its current extent, while accommodating development directly associated with 
or reliant on natural resources including rural activities and tourism. Rural areas protect the 
shire's agricultural area and ensure food security. Other rural areas predominantly remain 
agricultural grazing properties. 
 
3.3.11 Element—Rural areas 
 
3.3.11.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(1) Rural areas include rural activities and land uses of varying scale, consistent with 

surrounding land use, character and site conditions.  
 

Comment 
 

The proposed use is of a type and scale that is unlikely to detrimentally impact on 
surrounding land uses or the existing character of the surrounding rural area. Lots 
immediately surrounding and including the subject site are used for rural lifestyle 
purposes and livestock grazing only. 
 
The development complies. 
 
 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 59 

 
 

(3) Tourism, rural industry, intensive animal industries and outdoor recreation facilities are 
developed in the rural area in a way which: 
(a) does not impede or conflict with agricultural activities and production; and 
(b) does not compromise rural character and scenic qualities; and 
(c) does not adversely impact on ecological and biodiversity values. 

 
Comment 
 
The proposed development will not compromise agricultural activities conducted on 
the site or on surrounding properties. Given the nature and scale of the use as well as 
the size of the site, rural character and scenic qualities are also not likely to be 
compromised. In fact, the proposed use will not be visible from either Mulligan 
Highway of West Mary Road. 
 
No clearing is proposed as part of the development and it will be operated in 
accordance with the 'leave no trace' principle to help minimise environmental 
degradation. 
 
The development complies. 
 

(5) Rural lifestyle, tourism, outdoor recreation, horticultural activities and natural bushland 
uses may be considered in other rural areas where appropriately located, serviced and 
otherwise consistent with the Strategic Framework. 
 
Comment 
 
The proposed development is appropriately located in that it is not likely to impact on 
any existing or future agricultural land uses, nor is it likely to impact on the localities 
existing rural amenity. The proposed development is generally consistent with the 
relevant sections of the Strategic Framework. 
 
The development complies.  

 
3.6 Transport and infrastructure 
 
3.6.1 Strategic outcomes 
 
(1) Local collector road and state controlled road networks support the identified hierarchy of 
activity centres and the rural economy of Mareeba Shire. The location, density and scale of 
development supports the efficient and convenient movement of goods, services and 
people. Roads are progressively upgraded (including construction of future state roads and 
future local connections) and maintained to a high standard to support higher urban 
densities, rural production, tourism, commerce, industry and major trip generators. 
 
3.6.2 Element—Road network 
 
3.6.2.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(1)  The Shire's road network is upgraded and extended to provide for the safe, efficient 

movement of vehicles and to cater for new development. 
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Comment 
 
From its intersection with the Mulligan Highway, only approximately 350 metres of 
West Mary Road will be used to access the proposed caravan park/campground. 
Given the minimal traffic likely to be generated by the development (not predicted to 
exceed that of a standard dwelling when averaged over any given week) and the 
minimal amount of Council maintained road used to access the site, road network 
upgrades are not considered necessary. At its current 3.5m sealed width, West Mary 
Road is of an adequate standard to provide safe, efficient access to the site. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(4)  Development provides off-street parking, loading and maneuvering areas where 

possible and practicable. 
 

Comment 
 
The proposed development is for a small scale rural caravan park/campground. No 
more than 20 campsites will be catered for within the identified campground area and 
ample space will exist for vehicle parking at each camp as well as vehicle 
maneuvering in and around each campsite. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(5)  Development of new roads and upgrades to existing roads are designed and 

constructed in accordance with the FNQROC Regional Development Manual as 
amended. 

 
Comment 

 
As discussed above, no upgrades to West Mary Road are proposed or will be 
conditioned. A condition will be attached to any approval requiring an access 
crossover be constructed to FNQROC Development Manual standards (sealed) as 
well as an internal access road constructed to an all-weather compacted gravel 
standard. 
 
The development complies. 

 
3.7 Economic development 
 
3.7.1 Strategic outcomes 
 
(1) The rural economy that underpins the settlement pattern of Mareeba Shire prospers and 
diversifies, with traditional and emerging primary industries continuing to provide the 
economic base of the shire. Increasing opportunities for value-adding and processing 
primary product are realised on-farm and within surrounding towns. Agricultural areas and 
rural industries are protected from development which may compromise its ongoing viability. 
Infrastructure which supports agriculture and primary industry is maintained and protected. 
 
(4) The natural environment, rural and scenic landscapes of Mareeba Shire provide a basis 
for the development of sustainable tourism enterprises. Mareeba Shire’s geographic 
proximity to Cairns International Airport provides opportunities for increasing visitation and 
exposure to the shire. Large scale tourist accommodation facilities are developed in key 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 61 

 
 

sites across the shire and meet the needs of a range of users. The character and appeal of 
key activity centres, landscape features and scenic routes which attract tourists to Mareeba 
Shire will be maintained and enhanced. The western dry land savannah of the shire 
accommodates further nature and rural based tourism development. 
 
3.7.2 Element—Rural and Agricultural land 
 
3.7.2.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(1)  Agricultural areas are preserved for the purpose of primary production and are 

protected from fragmentation, alienation and incompatible development. 
 

Comment 
 
The proposed development is for a rural caravan park/campground only and does not 
propose any additional buildings or structures.  As such, the proposed development 
will not fragment or permanently alienate the sites agricultural land. Given the nature 
and scale of the use, the proposed development is not considered to be incompatible 
with primary production purposes. In the event that intensive agriculture is ever 
conducted on the site in future, the proposed development could be easily abandoned. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(4)  Built infrastructure and non-agricultural uses within farms will be co-located and 

clustered with existing farm dwellings and infrastructure to prevent encroachment on 
productive land. 

 
Comment 
 
The proposed caravan park/campground area will be established to the north of the 
sites existing improvements on a low-lying part of the site which is covered in mature 
vegetation and is not considered to be 'productive land'. In the event that the site is 
used for agricultural production in future, the proposed use can be easily abandoned. 
The proposed use is not encroaching on productive land. 
 
The development complies. 

 
 (5)  Development ensures rural activities in all rural areas are not compromised by 

incompatible development and fragmentation. 
 

Comment 
 
As discussed above, the proposed development is not likely to compromise any 
current or future agricultural activity in the area. Existing rural activity is limited to 
livestock grazing which is not incompatible with a rural caravan park/campground. The 
proposed development will not further fragment any agricultural land. 
 
The development complies. 
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3.7.7 Element—Tourism 
 
3.7.7.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(3)  Tourist parks in key locations provide sites to accommodate caravans and recreational 

vehicles across the shire. Facilities to accommodate caravans and recreational 
vehicles are developed in a variety of urban and, at a limited scale, rural locations, to 
encourage extended visitations within the shire. Tourist facilities are designed to 
ensure they provide a high quality of infrastructure and services to visitors. 

 
Comment 
 
The proposed development will provide accommodation to self-sufficient guests 
seeking to stay or camp in a 'rural' setting outside a conventional urban caravan park. 
The proposed development will encourage extended visitation within the Shire in close 
proximity to rural towns in need of economic stimulus (Mount Molloy, Mount Carbine). 
 
The development complies. 

 
(4)  The outstanding scenic qualities of the regional landscape and the character and 

heritage values of the shire's activity centres are recognised and protected for their 
role in promoting and attracting visitors to the shire. Development in scenic and highly 
visible locations will minimise its impacts on scenic amenity through sensitive location, 
design, colour and scale. 

 
Comment 
 
Due to the topography of the site and the distances achieved between the proposed 
caravan park/campground area and the Mulligan Highway/West Mary Road, the 
proposed use will not be readily visible from either road and will therefore have 
minimal impact on the scenic qualities of the Shires regional landscape.  The 
development will not impact on the character and heritage values of the Shire's activity 
centres. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(5)  A variety of small-scale, low impact tourist facilities are established across the rural 

landscape, including: 
 

(a) tourist attractions and facilities within activity centres; 
(b) cultural interpretive tours; 
(c) nature based tourism; 
(d) sports and recreational activities; 
(e) tourist attractions; 
(f) adventure tourism; 
(g) farm based tourism; 
(h) food based tourism; 
(i) bed and breakfasts; 
(j) camping and recreational vehicle facilities; 
(k) cycle tourism. 
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Comment 
 
The proposed development is for a small scale low impact rural caravan 
park/campground. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(6)  Small scale tourism related development is sensitively designed, scaled and located 

so as to not compromise the natural landscape values and agricultural values of 
Mareeba Shire. 

 
Comment 
 
As discussed above, the proposed development is of a nature and scale that is not 
likely to compromise the natural landscape values and agricultural values of the Shire. 
 
The development complies. 

 
Relevant Development Codes 

The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the 
application: 

 
6.2.9 Rural zone code 
8.2.1 Agricultural land overlay code 
8.2.3 Bushfire hazard overlay code 
9.3.1 Accommodation activities code 
9.4.2 Landscaping code 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
9.4.5 Works, services and infrastructure code 
 

The application included a planning report and assessment against the planning scheme. An 
officer assessment has found that the application satisfies the relevant acceptable solutions 
(or probable solutions/performance criteria where no acceptable solution applies) of the 
relevant codes set out below, provided reasonable and relevant conditions are attached to 
any approval. 
 

Relevant Codes Comments 

Rural zone code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

Agricultural land overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

Bushfire hazard overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code apart from the 
following: 

Acceptable Outcome AO2 
Acceptable Outcome AO8 

Refer to planning discussion section of report. 
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Accommodation activities 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code apart from the 
following: 

Acceptable Outcome AO19.1 

Refer to planning discussion section of report. 

Landscaping code Given the location of the proposed use on-site, and 
considering the sites topography and existing vegetation, 
additional landscaping is not considered necessary.  

Refer to planning discussion section of report. 

Parking and access code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code apart from the 
following: 

Acceptable Outcome AO1 
Acceptable Outcome AO6.1 

Refer to planning discussion section of report. 

Works, services and 
infrastructure code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

 
(e) Planning Scheme Policies 
 
The following planning scheme policies are relevant to the application: 
 
Planning Scheme Policy 4 - FNQROC Regional Development Manual  
 
A condition will be attached to any approval requiring all development works be designed 
and constructed in accordance with the FNQROC Development Manual. 
 
(f) Additional Trunk Infrastructure Condition (Section 650 of SPA) 
 
The proposed tourist park (caravan park/campground) will be accessed via a 350 metre 
section of West Mary Road (Council controlled road) from its intersection with the Mulligan 
Highway (State controlled road). West Mary Road is constructed a bitumen sealed standard 
of approximate with of 3 - 3.5 metres. 
 
Considering the relatively short section of West Mary Road needed to access the site and 
the maximum daily vehicle movements likely to be generated by the proposed development 
(approx. 20 - 40 vmpd at peak demand which is only likely on weekends, school holidays 
and motorhome/caravanning season), when averaged out over any given week, the 
development is not likely to place a noticeable increase in demand on Councils trunk 
transport infrastructure (roads). 
 
As such, a contribution towards Council's trunk transport infrastructure network is not 
considered necessary in this instance.  
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REFERRALS 
 
Concurrence 
 
The application triggered a referral to the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government 
and Planning as a Concurrence Agency (DTMR - State controlled roads). 
 
That Department advised in a letter dated 14 October 2016 that they require the conditions 
to be attached to any approval (Attachment 2). 
 
Advice 
 
This application did not trigger a referral to an Advice Agency. 
 
Internal Consultation 
 
Technical Services 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
 
The development proposal was placed on public notification from 31 October 2016 to 21 
November 2016. The applicant submitted the notice of compliance on 22 November 2016 
advising that the public notification requirements were carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act.  
 
During public notification of the development, 33 submissions were received.  Of the 33 
submissions, 32 were in support of the proposed development while 1 submission objected 
to the proposed development 
 
The grounds for objection/support are summarised and commented on below:  
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Grounds for objection  Comment  

The submitter has disputed Council's flood 
hazard mapping, stating that flood impact 
mitigation methods should be in place over the 
subject site.  The submitter is particularly 
concerned that the current septic trenching 
system for the ablutions block is not located 
outside the flood area and will pose a significant 
health risk to our locality. 

The existing ablutions block is lawful and was approved in 2010.  

Council does not consider it reasonable to require the 
applicant/developer to relocate the lawfully established ablutions 
facility. 

The application seeks to 'formalise' an existing 
caravan park use.  This infers that the 
development is not a lawful use in its current 
form. It also infers that any infrastructure that 
has been established on the site may not be 
lawful. 

Council acknowledge that the proposed use has previously 
occurred on site unlawfully as multiple compliance notices have 
been issued to the landowner. Council also acknowledge that 
the landowner is now going through the process to formalise or 
legalise the use which is the desired course of action. Existing 
infrastructure on-site associated with the proposed development 
is limited to the ablutions block which has been approved. 

The application is unclear as to whether the 
application is for 20 caravan sites only or a 
combination of caravan and tent sites.  A 
combination of caravan and tent sites has 
serious ramifications for waste water treatment. 

A condition will be attached to the approval limiting the number 
of camp sites (for either caravans/motorhomes or tents) to 20. A 
condition will be attached to any approval requiring the applicant 
to demonstrate that the existing wastewater disposal system can 
accommodate demand likely to be generated by development 
based on this amount of campsites. Caravans/motorhomes will 
not be permitted to discharge black or grey water on-site. 

The submitters own and operate a small scale 
tourist park on a property on the opposite side 

The impact that a particular development has on the viability of a 
similar land use is not considered to be a relevant planning 

Grounds for support  Comment  

The proposed site is ideally located away from 
the main road and well away from neighbouring 
dwellings and would therefore not adversely 
impact on the localities rural amenity. 

Noted. The application is recommended for approval. 

The proposed campground is large enough to 
provide ample space between campsites which 
makes for a comfortable "bush" experience for 
all visitors. 

Noted. The application is recommended for approval. 

The landowner is very safety conscious with any 
hazards mitigated or well managed. 

Noted. The application is recommended for approval. 

The landowner always places the utmost 
importance on the environment by ensuring no 
rubbish is left behind (leave no trace policy). 

Noted. The application is recommended for approval. 

Amenities provided are always clean, well-
attended to and in good working order. 

Noted.  The application is recommended for approval. 

The site is considered to be a great location for 
the travelling public and it is important to have a 
variety of accommodation options available 
when visiting the Mareeba Shire. 

Noted. The application is recommended for approval. 

The proposed development would generate 
positive awareness of the area's natural 
surrounds with bird-watching and nature walks 
easily accessible in the area. 

Noted. The application is recommended for approval. 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 67 

 
 

of Mary Creek.  The submitters require evidence 
that the Assessment Manager has considered 
the effect that this proposal has on the ongoing 
sustainability of their adjacent business. The 
submitters are of the belief that two tourist parks 
cannot be sustained within one very small and 
remote locality. It is incumbent upon Mareeba 
Shire Council to consider the State Planning 
Policy - State Interest guideline for Tourism 
(April 2016:6) - Policy 2. 

consideration. The Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - 
July 2016 does not include any provisions limiting the proximity 
of similar tourist park land uses from each other. 

The State Planning Policy (SPP) is considered to be adequately 
reflected within the Planning Scheme; therefore a separate 
assessment against the SPP is not required. 

The Queensland Drive Tourism Strategy 2013-2015 aims to 
attract new investment into all forms of accommodation to 
achieve growth in visitor expenditure by 2020. 

The Queensland Government's focus on increasing the drive 
tourism market means that regions such as the Tablelands also 
need to increase/improve the facilities on offer to the travelling 
public. The proposed tourist park will do this, and the 
considerable number of support letter indicates that the 
proposed facility will be welcomed by certain members of the 
drive tourism market. 

The assessment manager must consider the 
local context and the character of the Mary 
Farms area. In addition, the assessment 
manager must also address how competing 
issues will be resolved in conditioning this 
application and the impact that this additional 
development will have upon the existing tourism 
values, character and amenity of the area. 

As discussed in the body of this report, given the nature and 
scale of the proposed use, as well as its location on the subject 
site, the development is not likely to negatively impact on the 
character and amenity of the local area. 

Section 8 of the Sustainable Planning Act (SPA) 
requires a balance that integrates the protection 
of ecological processes and natural systems at 
local, regional, state and wider levels; economic 
development; and the maintenance of cultural, 
economic, physical and social well-being of 
people and communities. the decision making 
associated with development must therefore 
consider a) the balance between new forms of 
economic development and b) the maintenance 
of the economic wellbeing of 'people' and 
communities (i.e. the existing developments). 

The submitter requests that the assessment 
manager demonstrate how the decision upholds 
this provision contained within SPA.  

The Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 is a 
SPA compliant Planning Scheme. The proposed development 
does not conflict with any relevant section of the Planning 
Scheme. 

It is illogical to permit two similar land uses to 
operate in the one remote locality where they 
are next door to each other and in direct 
competition with each other. 

Tourism and in this instance tourist parks should 
not be treated as a free-for-all where any tourist 
park can be located in any location irrespective 
of whether it has been established in the 
absence of Council approval. 

The proposal does not consider how it will 
distinguish itself in the market place nor does it 
consider how it will complement development 
within the locale. The development merely 
replicates existing development (Bustard 
Downs) and in essence renders both 
unsustainable in the long term. 

 

Competition between individual businesses in the same market 
is not considered to be a relevant planning consideration. 

The impact that a particular development has on the viability of a 
similar land use is not considered to be a relevant planning 
consideration. 

The application is not required to consider how the development 
will distinguish itself in the market place. 
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There has been no consideration of the impact 
on this development upon the Bustard Downs 
development, such as through the appropriate 
location of facilities, individual sites, 
landscaping, screening, fencing, hours of 
operation, waste management, wastewater 
management/disposal, and the management of 
the facilities to avoid potential conflict and 
adverse impacts.  This proposed must be 
considered in light of its impacts upon 
development within the surrounding area, 
particularly upon the existing and exact same 
type of development across Mary Creek. 

The proposed development is considered to be effectively 
screened from view from the Bustard Downs development via 
existing mature riparian vegetation along Mary Creek. All other 
relevant concerns raised will be appropriately managed through 
conditions of approval. 

PO2 of the Rural zone code reads as follows: 

PO2: Development is sited (where not involving 
a dwelling house) in a manner that considers 
and respects: 

a) the siting and use of adjoining premises; 

b) access to sunlight and daylight for the site 
and adjoining sites; 

c) privacy and overlooking; 

d) air circulation and access to natural breezes; 

e) appearance of building bulk; and 

f) relationships with road corridors. 

The application does not include a detailed site 
plan that has considered any of these 
outcomes.  More specifically how the siting has 
considered and respects privacy and 
overlooking upon the existing Bustard Downs 
tourist park.  

The proposed development is considered to be effectively 
screened from view from the Bustard Downs development via 
existing mature riparian vegetation along Mary Creek. 

The application does not include a detailed site 
plan that has demonstrated how the 
development will respect the nature and density 
of surrounding land use. A detailed site plan 
would have considered how the 20 sites would 
be located, oriented and landscaped to ensure 
that the development respected the nature and 
density of the surrounding land uses. 

The 20 proposed sites will be scattered across the 2 hectare 
caravan park/campground area identified on the submitted plan.  
Due to the topography of the site, this area will not be readily 
visible from Mulligan Highway or West Mary Road and will be 
appropriately screened from view from adjoining properties by 
existing mature vegetation. Additional landscaping is not 
considered necessary in this instance. 

The application does not mention how the 
impacts of the noise from up to 20 generators 
from the caravan sites would impact upon the 
amenity of the local area let alone how this 
would influence riparian based wildlife 
movements. 

Generator noise will need to be managed by park management 
so as to not cause a noise nuisance outside the property 
boundaries. This will be conditioned as part of any approval. 

The application does not mention hours of 
operation for the proposed development. 

It is assumed the proposed development could operate up to 7 
days per week, 365 days per year, however given the nature of 
the use, peak demand is likely on weekends, during school 
holidays and during the cooler months of the year 
(caravan/motorhome season). The assessment manager does 
not consider it reasonable to cap the uses operating hours.  No 
limits on operating hours were applied to the Bustard Downs 
development. 
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How does an additional 40 or more daily vehicle 
movements from the one lot affect the traffic 
patterns within the local area. 

This level of vehicular traffic is only likely during peak demand 
periods such as weekends, school holidays and during 
caravan/motorhome season. As discussed in the body of this 
report, the development will have a negligible impact on the 
Council controlled West Mary Road and the State controlled 
Mulligan Highway. 

There was no mention of advertising devices or 
where they would be located. 

The applicant has a right to advertise the development and 
controls on advertising devices will be conditioned. 

Guests that have stayed on the subject site 
before have wondered across Mary Creek to 
Bustard Downs in the past. How will this be 
managed under this approval? A fence should 
have been included in the proposal that is 
erected at the high bank of the Mary River along 
the site boundary. 

This is a police matter and cannot be reasonably conditioned. 
Guests staying at the proposed caravan park/campground are 
entitled to access Mary Creek. The provision of fencing along 
the Creek is not considered reasonable, or in the best interests 
of the local wildlife. 

The application does not mention lighting, in 
particular where it would be located and what 
lux the lamps would be. How will the proposal 
mitigate impact of indiscriminate lighting applied 
by park guests upon the nocturnal species 
inhabiting or traversing the riparian corridor? 

It is understood that no outdoor lighting is proposed.  
Nonetheless, a condition will be attached to any approval 
limiting outdoor lighting to 8 Lux when measured at any point 1.5 
metres outside the property boundary. A condition will also be 
included to ensure the tourist park is managed in such a way as 
to minimise guest interference with native wildlife (i.e. don’t feed 
wild animals, don’t shine torches or lights on wild animals).  

A site plan that includes how the proposal 
addresses table 9.3.1.3B of the accommodation 
activities code has not been included 
(Acceptable Outcome AO1) 

The subject site is approximately 60 hectares in area while the 
proposed caravan park/campground area (to accommodate 20 
campsites) is approximately 2 hectares (or 1,000m

2
) per 

campsite. The proposed development complies with AO1. 

The site plan does not provide information as to 
how the 20 campsites will be oriented within the 
caravan park/campground area to avoid any 
impacts upon the amenity and privacy of nearby 
land uses. 

The whole 2 hectare campsite area is considered to be 
effectively screened from view from adjoining properties and 
Mulligan Highway/West Mary Road users. A revised site plan 
showing this detailed is not considered necessary.  The tourist 
park operator may like to slightly amend the internal 
arrangements to help minimise loss of grass cover across the 
campground area. 

PO17 of the Accommodation activities code 
states that: the Tourist park is appropriately 
located to provide park users with convenient 
access to tourist attractions, community facilities 
and infrastructure. The application did not 
demonstrate the access to tourist attractions in 
the area (only to Mt Carbine).  Therefore a more 
detailed explanation of the tourist attractions to 
substantiate and differentiate this development 
is lacking. 

The proposed also does not demonstrate an 
appropriate rate of infrastructure provision on 
site - such as wastewater, electricity, and 
communal cooking areas. 

The proposed tourist park will have the same access to 
surrounding tourist attractions as similar, already established 
tourist parks.  A list of nearby tourist attractions is not necessary 
as part of the development. The site has convenient access to 
the Mulligan Highway which leads to multiple surrounding 
townships and tourist attractions. 

The application is for a 'bush' style caravan park/campground for 
self-sufficient guests seeking accommodation options outside a 
conventional urban caravan park. Electricity supply and 
communal cooking areas are not considered necessary in this 
instance.  

The submitter has outlined the different space 
requirements needed for caravans/motorhomes 
and conventional tent camping sites. The 
submitter also identifies the difference in 
population densities achieved on-site between 
the two accommodation types and the ability of 
the ablutions facility to handle a campground full 
of tent campers (which would achieve a lot 

A condition will be attached to any approval limiting the number 
of campsites to 20. This condition will also limit the number of 
caravans/motorhomes per campsite as well as the number of 
tent campers per campsite.  

A condition will be attached to any approval requiring the 
applicant/developer to have the existing wastewater treatment 
system evaluated to ensure it is of an appropriate size to 
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higher population density than 20 campsites 
accommodating caravans/motorhomes).  

accommodate input from a fully occupied campground (with tent 
campers). 

How will the park manager manage the 
development to ensure that only self-sufficient 
caravans use the proposed site? 

The application does not state that the tourist park will 
accommodate self-sufficient caravans only, hence the ablutions 
facility. A condition will be attached to any approval prohibiting 
the discharge of black and grey water on-site. 

How long is the permitted stay duration of each 
caravan site - e.g. relative to the size of each 
black water holding tank? 

A condition will be attached to any approval limiting length of 
stay to 5 consecutive nights. 

How will the park manager determine that each 
of the caravans are self-sufficient? 

The application does not state that the tourist park will 
accommodate self-contained vehicles only, hence the ablutions 
facility. 

What will the park manager do if the caravans 
are not self-sufficient in drinking water, 
wastewater holding facilities and laundry? 

The application does not state that the tourist park will 
accommodate self-contained vehicles only, hence the ablutions 
facility. Drinking water will not be provided as it is assumed park 
users will provide their own drinking water. Laundry facilities are 
not necessary given the restrictions on length of stay as well as 
the nature of the use. 

Where will self-sufficient caravans dispose of 
black water? 

Self-contained caravans/motorhomes will have to dispose of 
black/grey water off site at a registered RV dump point. The 
length of stay condition will help limit any overfilling and 
subsequent unlawful disposal on-site. As discussed above, a 
condition will be attached restricting the disposal of black and 
grey water on-site. 

The proposed development does not provide 
50% of caravan sites with concrete slabs 
(AO19.1) 

See planning discussion section of report. The proposed 
development complies with PO19. 

The submitter has concerns about erosion as a 
result of not providing hardened surfaces for 
caravans and motorhomes. 

A stormwater drainage/water quality condition will be attached to 
any approval requiring the application to development a 
stormwater quality management plan and erosion and sediment 
control plan detailing measures that will be put in place to 
prevent erosion in the event the grassed surface of the caravan 
park/campground deteriorates due to wet weather or high traffic. 

The development must be conditioned to 
require a centralised refuse collection area to 
help minimise wildlife foraging. Refuse must be 
collected regularly from site and disposed of at 
an approved waste transfer station. 

This will be conditioned as part of any approval. 

The landscaping code sets out that a tourist 
park within the rural zone must have a 
landscape strip on the side and rear boundaries 
of the site that is at least 2m wide. 

As discussed in the body of this report, the proposed 
development will be adequately screened from view from 
adjoining uses and nearby road users from existing mature 
vegetation and due to the topography of the site. Landscaping is 
not required.  

The proposed development must provide 22 car 
parking spaces as per the parking and access 
code. 

See the planning discussion section of this report. Adequate 
parking will be available within the caravan park/campground 
area to accommodate the demand likely to be generated by the 
use. 

The application does not adequately address 
vehicle access requirements for the tourist park. 

As discussed in the planning section of this report, a compacted 
gravel sealed internal driveway is proposed to service the 
development. This will be conditioned as part of any approval. 
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The application does not make provision for any 
water supply for fire-fighting purposes. 

A minimum of 5,000 litres for fire-fighting purposes will be 
conditioned as part of any approval. 

The application makes no mention of any on-
site treatment system for drinking water. 

Given the nature of the proposed use, a potable water supply 
will not be conditioned. A condition will be included ensuring any 
water supply provided be marked as either potable or non-
potable for the benefit of guests. 
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Submitters

 

Name of principal submitter Address 

1. J Wells  5B Rosario Close, Mareeba 

2. L Wells 5B Rosario Close, Mareeba 

3. P Taylor 56 Idalia Road, Mount Sheridan 

4. S Taylor 56 Idalia Road, Mount Sheridan 

5. T & K Candeloro 16 laurel Avenue, Mount Sheridan 

6. E Browning 27 Sperring Street, Manunda 

7. W Leggett 119 Booyong Drive, Mount Sheridan 

8. G Day 6 Caneland Court, Redlynch 

9. L Day 6 Caneland Court, Redlynch 

10. K Johnston 68 Anderson Road, Woree 

11. C Bailey (Barron River Ramblers) PO Box 537, Mareeba 

12. B & N Crimmins 25 Cedars Street, Mossman 

13. D & M Lane 4 Martin Avenue, Mareeba 

14. H Cobb 1 Wattle Street, Mossman 

15. G Cobb 1 Wattle Street, Mossman 

16. M Day PO Box 668, Mossman 

17. J Day PO Box 668, Mossman 

18. R & D Crimmins 23 Maxwell Street, Mossman 

19. R Candeloro 5 Aspen Close, Mount Sheridan 

20. M Nielsen 24 Starr Close, Bentley Park 

21. R Moss 9 Compton Close, Bentley Park 

22. R Molford 14-16 Windlass Street, Goldsborough 

23. W Bomford  6-8 Leafy Close, Redlynch 

24. J Johansen 2/23 Bamboo Street, Holloways Beach 

25. A Richards 18 Corninos Place, Manunda 

26. M & L Schaul (Barron River Ramblers) PO Box 537, Mareeba 

27. J & W Dixon PO Box 108, Mount Molloy 

28. B Lambert 4311 Black Mountain Road, Julatten 
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PLANNING DISCUSSION 
 
Non-compliance with the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the relevant 
development codes are summarised below. Where the development does not comply with 
an acceptable outcome, compliance with the higher order performance outcome can be 
achieved as follows: 
 
8.2.3 Bushfire hazard overlay code 
 
Land Use 
 
PO2 Development within a 'Bushfire hazard area' and 'Potential impact buffer (100 metres)' 

identified on the Bushfire hazard overlay maps (OM-003a-o) is appropriate to the 
bushfire hazard risk having regard to the: 

 
(a) the bushfire risk compatibility of development; 
(b) the vulnerability of and safety risk to persons associated with the use; and 
(c) consequences of bushfire in regard to impacts on essential infrastructure, 

buildings and structures. 
 

AO2 All buildings, structures, infrastructure and facilities associated with the following 
uses are located outside any area of the site located within a 'Bushfire hazard 
area' and 'Potential impact buffer (100 metres)' identified on the Bushfire hazard 
overlay maps (OM-003a-o): 

 
(a) child Care centre; or 
(b) community care centre; or 
(c) … 
(k) tourist park 

 
Comment 
 
The proposed development is for a tourist park within a potential impact buffer (100 
metres) and therefore does not comply with AO2. 
 
Although falling under the definition of a tourist park, the proposed caravan 
park/campground use will involve the provision of up to 20 unimproved campsites 
within a 2 hectare area of the site for campers, caravans and motorhomes alike. No 
new buildings or structures are proposed (ablutions block existing). Given the nature of 
the use, quick evacuation is achievable for guests and access to and from the site for 
emergency service vehicles is practical and efficient. 

Name of principal submitter Address 

29. C Stanaway PO Box 894 Mossman 

30. K Stanaway email@kazmarketing.com.au 

31. M Hayden mhayden@westnet.com.au 

32. R & A Moritz and T Priday 14 Rennie Close, Julatten 

33. S Thomas Suzy_girl@bigpond.com 
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For this reason, the vulnerability and safety risk for persons associated with the use is 
considered low and the consequences of a bushfire in terms of damage to 
infrastructure associated with the use is limited to an already existing ablutions block. 
The proposed development is considered to comply with PO2. 
 
A bushfire hazard management plan will be a conditioned requirement. 

 
Private driveways 
 
PO8 All premises located in a 'Bushfire hazard area' and 'Potential impact buffer (100 

metres)' identified on the Bushfire hazard overlay maps (OM-003a-o) are provided with 
vehicular access that enables safe evacuation for occupants and easy access by fire-
fighting appliances. 

 
AO8 Private driveways: 
 

(a) do not exceed a length of 60 metres from the street frontage; 
(b) do not exceed a gradient of 12.5%; 
(c) have a minimum width of 3.5 metres; 
(d) have a minimum vertical clearance of 4.8 metres; 
(e) accommodate turning areas for fire-fighting appliances in accordance with 

the Queensland Fire and Emergency Services' Fire Hydrant and Vehicle 
Access Guidelines; and 

(f) serve no more than three dwellings or buildings. 
 

Comment 
 
The proposed access driveway will be in excess of 600 metres long and is therefore 
non-compliant with AO8. 
 
Given the size of the subject site (60 hectares) a driveway length of 60 metres in 
unachievable in this instance. Despite this noncompliance, the proposed access 
driveway will be of a compacted all weather gravel standard (to be conditioned), will be 
relatively flat and will be easily traversable for fire-fighting appliances. Ample space 
exists within the designated caravan park/campground area for fire-fighting appliances 
to manoeuvre. The proposed development is considered to comply with PO8. 

 
9.3.1 Accommodation activities code 
 
If for Tourist park 
 
PO19 Accommodation sites are designed and located: 
 

(a) to provide sufficient land for necessary services and infrastructure; 
(b) to achieve sufficient separation between land uses; 
(c) is consistent with the scale and character of development in the surrounding 

area; and 
(d) to prevent amenity and privacy impacts on nearby land uses.  
 
AO19.1 A minimum of 50% of provided caravan and motorhome accommodation 

sites have a concrete slab with a minimum length of 6 metres and a 
minimum width of 2.4 metres. 
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Comment 
 
The proposed development is for a rural caravan park/campground providing grassed 
informal camp sites only and is therefore non-compliant with AO19.1. The proposed 
development will cater for guests wanting a rural 'bush' style camping experience 
outside a conventional urban caravan park. 
 
Despite this non-compliance, the lack of provision of concrete slabs for caravans and 
motor homes will not compromise the intent of PO19. 

 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
 

Car parking spaces 
 
PO1 Development provides sufficient car parking to accommodate the demand likely to be 

generated by the use, having regard to the: 
 

(a) nature of the use; 
(b) location of the site; 
(c) proximity of the use to public transport services; 
(d) availability of active transport infrastructure; and 
(e) accessibility of the use to all members of the community. 
 
AO1 The number of car parking spaces provided for the use is in accordance with 

Table 9.4.3.3B. 
 

Comment 
 

The proposed development is for a small scale rural caravan park/campground 
providing up to 20 un-serviced campsites spread across an approximate 2 hectare 
area. The proposed caravan park area will provide enough space at each campsite for 
a caravan/motorhome or multiple 4wd vehicles. Given the nature of the proposed use, 
visitor parking is not considered necessary. The proposed caravan park area will 
provide sufficient parking for the demand likely to the generated by the use (with 
reference to points a and b) and is therefore considered to comply with PO1. 

 

Site access and manoeuvring 
 
PO6 Development that involves an internal road network ensures that its design: 
 

(a) ensure safety and efficiency in operation; 
(b) does not impact on the amenity of residential uses on the site and on adjoining 

sites, having regard to matters of: 
(i) hours of operation; 
(ii) noise; 
(iii) light; and 
(iv) odour; 

(c) accommodates the nature and volume of vehicle movements anticipated to be 
generated by the use; 

(d) allows for convenient access to key on-site features by pedestrians, cyclists and 
motor vehicles; and 

(e) in the Rural zone, avoids environmental degradation. 
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AO6.1 Internal roads for a Tourist park have a minimum width of: 
 
(a) 4 metres if one way; or 
(b) 6 metres if two way. 

 
Comment 
 
Given the small scale of the proposed caravan park/campground use, vehicular traffic 
in and out of the site is not likely to be significant and is likely to be at extended 
intervals. 
 
A 4 metre wide all weather compacted gravel driveway is considered reasonable with 
ample space on road shoulders for passing in the unlikely event that two-directional 
traffic would be on the access road. The road will be appropriately separated from 
adjoining properties and Mulligan Highway users as to not cause a dust or noise 
nuisance. In this instance, the provision of a 4 metre wide internal gravel road is 
considered to achieve compliance with PO6. 
 
The provision of a 4m wide compacted gravel internal access road will be a 
conditioned requirement. 

 
Date Prepared:  7 December 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
APPROVED PLANS (ECM VS 3849132) 
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ITEM-4 CA ARCHITECTS - MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE - 
SHORT TERM ACCOMMODATION - LOT 1 ON RP745867 
- 189 FICHERA ROAD, MAREEBA - DA/16/0054  

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
MEETING: Ordinary 
 
MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 
REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Planning Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT CA Architects ADDRESS 189 Fichera Road, 
Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 30 September 2016 RPD Lot 1 on RP745867 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Material Change of Use - Short-Term Accommodation 

 

FILE NO DA/16/0054 AREA 15.03 hectares 

LODGED BY Urban Sync Pty Ltd OWNER RA Function 
Services Pty Ltd 

PLANNING 
SCHEME 

Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 

ZONE Rural zone 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Impact Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS No submissions received 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Proposal Plan/s 

2. Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
Referral Agency Response dated 10 November 2016 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of an impact assessable development application described in the 
above application details.  Public notification of the application did not attract any submitters. 
 
The applicants propose the construction of 108 modular, boutique accommodation units to 
support and operate in tandem with the sites existing boutique winery (De Brueys). The 
accommodation units will provide an alternative short term accommodation option for visitors 
to Mareeba and will boost the wineries capacity as both a tourist destination and function 
centre. 
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The application and supporting material has been assessed against the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 and no conflicts were identified. Assessment against 
the FNQ Regional Plan and State Planning Policy are not required as these planning 
instruments are adequately reflected within the new Planning Scheme. 
 
The major planning considerations with any large scale accommodation activity proposed in 
a rural area are its potential impacts on agricultural activities and rural amenity, as well as 
the local road network. Land surrounding the subject site is predominately used for rural 
lifestyle purposes with agricultural activity limited to small scale fruit orchards. With the 
inclusion of appropriate landscape buffering, it is considered the proposed development 
could proceed with minimal land use conflict and rural amenity impacts. 
 
To mitigate the developments impact on the local road network, some sections of Fichera 
Road (approx. 750 metres) will need to be widened to accommodate the envisaged increase 
in vehicle traffic. 
 
It is considered that the developments impacts can be appropriately managed through 
reasonable and relevant conditions. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the application be approved in full, subject to conditions. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That in relation to the following development application: 
 

 

and in accordance with the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the applicant be notified that the 
application for a development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 

Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject 
to assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), concurrence 
agency conditions in (E), relevant period in (F), further permits in (G), and further approvals 
from Council listed in (H); 
 
And 
 
The assessment manager does not consider that the assessment manager’s decision 
conflicts with a relevant instrument. 
 
(A) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Material Change of Use - 

Short-Term Accommodation 
 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT CA Architects ADDRESS 189 Fichera Road, 
Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 30 September 2016 RPD Lot 1 on RP745867 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

Material Change of Use - Short-Term Accommodation 
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(B) APPROVED PLANS: 

 
 

(C) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 
 
(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 
 
1. Development must be carried out substantially in accordance with the approved 

plans and the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted with the 
application, subject to any alterations: 
 
- found necessary by Council’s delegated officer at the time of examination 

of the engineering plans or during construction of the development 
because of particular engineering requirements; and 
 

- to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 
 
2. Timing of Effect 

 
2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to the 

satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the commencement of 
the use except where specified otherwise in these conditions of approval. 
 

2.2 Prior to the commencement of use, the applicant must demonstrate to 
Council that all the conditions of the development permit have been 
complied with, except where specified otherwise in these conditions of 
approval. 

 
3. General 

 
3.1 The development approval would not have been issued if not for the 

conditions requiring the construction of infrastructure or the additional 
payment condition/s within these conditions of approval. 
 

3.2 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary alterations 
to existing public utility mains, services or installations required by works in 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

0986_SK A005 Location Plan CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A010 Proposed Site Plan CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A021 Proposed Site Plan with 
Satellite 

CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A51 Site - Typical Module CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A081 Streetscape CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A901 Typical Unit Image CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A401 Elevations  CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A501 Sections CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A100 Plan - Lower Level CA Architects 11/08/2016 

0986_SK A101 Plan - Upper Level CA Architects 11/08/2016 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 92 

 
 

relation to the proposed development or any works required by condition(s) 
of this approval.  
 

3.3 All payments or bonds required to be made to the Council pursuant to any 
condition of this approval must be made prior to commencement of the use 
and at the rate applicable at the time of payment. 
 

3.4 All works must be designed, constructed and carried out in accordance 
with FNQROC Development Manual requirements (as amended) and to 
the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 
 

3.5 Noise Nuisance 
 
3.5.1 The applicant/developer must ensure the approved short term 

accommodation use is operated and managed (including noise 
generated by guests) to not exceed a maximum noise level of 
3dB(A) above background levels as measured from noise 
sensitive locations. 

 
3.5.2 Refrigeration equipment, pumps, compressors and mechanical 

ventilation systems must be located, designed, installed and 
maintained to achieve a maximum noise level of 3dB(A) above 
background levels as measured from noise sensitive locations. 

 
3.6 Waste Management 

 
The applicant shall ensure there is no on site disposal of refuse associated 
with the approved use unless such refuse is disposed of in refuse bins 
provided in accordance with the following: 
 
(i) No refuse is to be stored on site outside the refuse bins at any time. 

 
(ii) On site refuse storage area for all refuse bins must be provided and 

be screened from view from adjoining properties and road reserve by 
a 1 metre wide landscaped screening buffer, 1.8m high solid fence or 
building. 

 
3.7 Flood Immunity 

 
All new habitable buildings must be located such that the freeboard of the 
floor levels of all habitable rooms are a minimum of 300mm above 100 ARI 
year level. 
 
No filling or excavation is to occur below the Q100 flood hazard level. 

 
3.8 Bushfire Management 

 
A Bushfire Management Plan for the site, incorporating evacuation 
procedures for guests, must be prepared to the satisfaction of Council's 
delegated officer. The approved use must comply with the requirements of 
the Management Plan at all times. 
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3.8a Length of Stay 
 
The maximum length of stay for guests must not typically exceed 3 
consecutive months, unless otherwise approved by Council's delegated 
officer. 
 

3.9 Signage 
 
3.9.1 No more than 1 advertising sign for the approved development is 

permitted on the subject site. 
 

3.9.2 The sign must not exceed a maximum sign face area of 6m2 and 
must not move, revolve, strobe or flash.  

 
3.9.3 The sign must be kept clean, in good order and safe repair for the 

life of the approval. 
 
3.9.4 The sign must be removed when no longer required. 
 
3.9.5 The erection and use of the advertisement must comply with the 

Building Act and all other relevant Acts, Regulations and these 
approval conditions. 

 
3.10 Notification of Potential Rural Zone Impacts 

 
The applicant is to erect a sign at or near the reception building advising 
guests that the subject land is zoned Rural under the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 and is in a rural locality.  The 
signage should generally state the following: 
 
"Guest should take note: 
 
- The locality may be used for intensive rural uses; 
 
- Guests may experience off site effects from rural activities, including 

noise, sprays and dust that may cause a loss of residential amenity.  
Existing and/or self-assessable agricultural and rural uses in the 
locality have a ‘right to farm’ or a right to legally continue the use." 

 
3.11 Slope Stability 
 

For any building work proposed on a slope of 15% or greater, the 
applicant/developer must provide Council with a site specific geotechnical 
report prepared by a suitably qualified Registered Professional Engineer of 
Queensland (RPEQ) that certifies: 
 
- the long term stability of the development site; and 
- that the development site will not be adversely affected by land 

slide/slip activity originating on sloping land above the development 
site. 
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4. Infrastructure Services and Standards 
 
4.1 Access 

 
The site's existing access crossover must be upgraded/constructed (from 
the edge of Fichera Road to the property boundary) in accordance with 
FNQROC Development Manual standards, to the satisfaction of Council's 
delegated officer. The access must be widened to accommodate two 
directional traffic. 
 

4.2 Roadworks – External Construction 
 
Prior to the commencement of the use, the following sections of Fichera 
Road must be widened to a 6.5 metre bitumen sealed width (1.25m either 
side) in accordance with D1.4 (Road Class 100 - 999) of the FNQROC 
Development Manual: 
 
- from the Fichera/Tinaroo Creek Road intersection kerbing to the point 

in which the existing sealed width reaches 6.5 metres approaching the 
Tinaroo Creek Bridge (approximate distance of 250 metres); and 

-  from a point approximately 20 metres north of the site access (where 
the pavement width falls below 6.5 metres) to a point approximately 
500 metres north along Fichera Road (where the pavement width 
widens to 6.5 metres). 

 
A second bitumen coat must be applied to the entire pavement width for 
the full length of the abovementioned road sections to bind the widening 
works with the existing bitumen. 
 
Prior to works commencing, plans for the works described above must be 
approved as part of a subsequent application for operational works. 
 

4.3 Stormwater Drainage/Water Quality 
 
4.3.1 As part of any subsequent application for Operational Works, the 

applicant must submit a Stormwater Management Plan and Report 
prepared and certified by a suitably qualified design engineer 
(RPEQ) that meets or exceeds the standards of design and 
construction set out in the Queensland Urban Drainage Manual 
(QUDM) and the FNQROC Development Manual to the satisfaction 
of Council’s delegated officer. 
 

4.3.2 The Stormwater Management Plan must ensure a non-worsening 
effect on surrounding land as a consequence of the development, 
and must take all reasonable and practicable measures to ensure 
discharge occurs in compliance with the Queensland Urban 
Drainage Manual (QUDM) and the FNQROC Development Manual. 
 

4.3.3 As part of any subsequent application for operational works the 
applicant must also provide a Stormwater Quality Management 
Plan and Report prepared and certified by a suitably qualified 
design engineer (RPEQ) that meets or exceeds the standards of 
design and construction set out in the Urban Stormwater Quality 
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Planning Guideline and the Queensland Water Quality Guideline to 
the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 
 

4.3.4 The Stormwater Quality Management Plan must include an Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plan that meets or exceeds the Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control Guidelines (Institute of Engineers 
Australia) to the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 
 

4.3.5 The applicant/developer must construct the stormwater drainage 
infrastructure for the development in accordance with the approved 
Stormwater Management Plan and/or Stormwater Quality 
Management Plan and Report. 

 
4.3.6 All stormwater drainage must be collected from site and discharged 

to an approved legal point of discharge. 
 

4.4 Car Parking/Internal Driveways 
 
4.4.1 The applicant/developer must ensure the development is provided 

with at least 104 on-site car parking spaces which are available 
solely for the parking of vehicles associated with the use of the 
premises. 

 
4.4.2 The internal driveway servicing the development must be widened 

to a width of at least 6 metres for its entire length and should 
include speed control devices to minimise dust nuisance. 

 
4.4.3 All car parking spaces and internal roads must be surfaced to at 

least a compacted gravel standard, delineated, and appropriately 
drained prior to the commencement of the use, to the satisfaction of 
Council's delegated officer. 

 
4.4.4 Prior to works commencing, the developer must submit engineering 

plans and specifications for the construction of proposed car 
parking facilities and internal driveways demonstrating: 

 

 Compliance with Australian Standard AS2890:1 Off Street 
Parking  – Car Parking Facilities; 

 Compliance with Australian Standard AS2890.3 Bicycle 
Parking  Facilities (if required); 

 Compliance with Australian Standard AS1428:2001 – Design 
for Access and Mobility. 

 
4.5 Landscape and Fencing 

 
Prior to the commencement of the use, the applicant / developer must 
prepare and submit a landscape plan in accordance with Planning Scheme 
Policy 6 for consideration and approval by Council’s Delegated Officer. The 
landscape plan must include the following: 
 
(i) A minimum 3 metre wide landscape buffer along the Fichera Road 

frontage of the site, north of the site access to the north-west corner 
of the site. 
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(ii) A minimum 2 metre wide landscape strip along the Fichera Road 
frontage of the site, south of the site access and up to the existing 
fruit trees at the southern end of the site.  

 
(iii) a minimum 3 metre wide landscape buffer along the northern 

boundary of the site for a length of 50m from the north-west corner of 
the site. 

 
(iv) a minimum 2 metre wide landscape buffer along the northern 

boundary of the site starting from the edge of the 3 metre buffer (as 
outlined above in (iii)) to a point adjacent the easternmost 
accommodation unit. 

 
(v) a minimum of 1 shade tree for every 6 parking spaces. 
 
(vi) any landscaping proposed amongst the 27 cabin blocks. 
 
Landscaping associated with points (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) should include 
ground cover, shrubs and trees that will grow to form an effective buffer of 
no less than six (6) metres in height. Existing mango trees are able to be 
used as part of the landscape buffers. 
 
All landscaping works shall be undertaken prior to the commencement of 
the use and must be mulched, irrigated and maintained for the life of the 
development and to the satisfaction of Council’s Delegated Officer. 
 

4.6 Lighting 
 
Where outdoor lighting is required the developer shall locate, design and 
install lighting to operate from dusk to dawn within all areas where the 
public will be given access, which prevents the potential for light spillage to 
cause nuisance to neighbours and must be provided in accordance with 
Australian Standard 1158.1 – Lighting for Roads and Public Spaces. 
 
Illumination resulting from direct, reflected or other incidental light 
emanating from the subject land does not exceed 8 lux when measured at 
any point 1.5m outside the property boundary of the subject site. The 
lighting fixtures installed on site must meet appropriate lux levels as 
documented within Australian Standard 4282 – Control of the Obtrusive 
Effects of Outdoor Lighting.  
 
Note:  The design is to integrate the principles of Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) theory.  Lighting design is to illuminate 
potential areas of concealment and is to project illumination so that a 
human face is easily discernible from 15 metres and there is to be 
sufficient night lighting, which renders people, colours, vegetation and 
objects correctly. i.e. ‘white’ light. Particular attention should be given to 
pathways, driveways and common external spaces. 
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4.7 Water Supply 
 
(i) The development must be provided with a potable water supply that 

satisfies the standards for drinking water set by the Australian 
Drinking Water Guidelines 2004 (National Health and Medical 
Research Council and the National Resource Management 
Ministerial Council). 
 

(ii) All non-potable water supplied to the development must be clearly 
labelled at each tap - Non Potable Water - not safe for Human 
Consumption. 
 

4.8 On-Site Wastewater Management 
 
All on site effluent disposal associated with the approved use must be in 
compliance with the latest version of On-Site Domestic Wastewater 
Management Standard (ASNZ1547) to the satisfaction of the Council’s 
delegated officer. 
 
Note: Any on-site wastewater treatment system with a total daily peak 
design capacity of at least 21 equivalent persons (EP) is an 
Environmentally Relevant Activity (ERA 63 - Sewerage Treatment) and an 
Environmental Authority is required. 
 

5. Additional Payment Condition (section 650 of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009) 
 
5.1 The additional payment condition has been imposed as the development 

will create additional demand on trunk infrastructure which will create 
additional trunk infrastructure costs for council. 
 

5.2 The applicant/developer must pay $85,845.00 as a contribution toward 
trunk infrastructure with the amount of the contribution increased on 1 July 
each year in accordance with the increase for the PPI index for the period 
starting on the day the development approval takes effect, adjusted by 
reference to the 3-yearly PPI index average to the date of payment. 
 

5.3 The trunk infrastructure for which the payment is required is: 
 

 The trunk transport network servicing the land ($85,845.00) 

5.4 The developer may elect to provide part of the trunk infrastructure instead 
of making the payment. 
 

5.5 If the developer elects to provide part of the trunk infrastructure the 
developer must: 
 

 Discuss with Council's delegated officer the part of the works to be 
undertaken; 

 Obtain the necessary approvals for the part of the works; 

 Indemnify the Council in relation to any actions, suits or demands 
relating to or arising from the works; 
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 Take out joint insurance in the name of the Council and the 
developer in the sum of $20,000,000 in relation to the undertaking of 
the works; 

 Comply with the reasonable direction of Council officers in relation to 
the completion of the works; 

 Complete the works to the standards required by the Council; and 

 Complete the works prior to endorsement of the plan of subdivision. 
 

5.6 The value, as agreed by Council's delegated officer, of the external works 
required under Condition 4.2 will be credited towards the additional 
payment required under Condition 5.2. Any credit will not exceed 
$85,845.00. 

 
(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 

 
(a) A number of other charges or payments may be payable as conditions of 

approval. The applicable fee is set out in Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule for 
each respective financial year. 

 
(b) Food Premises (restaurants/bed & breakfasts etc.) 
 

Premises proposed for the storage and preparation, handling, packing or service 
of food must comply with the requirements of the Food Act 2006. 

 
(c) Compliance with applicable codes/policies  
 

The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions 
of Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and 
Planning Scheme Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition 
of this approval.  

 
(d) Compliance with Acts and Regulations 
 

The erection and use of the building must comply with the Building Act and all 
other relevant Acts, Regulations and Laws, and these approval conditions. 

 
(e) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
 

The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are 
likely to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental 
significance. Further information on these matters can be obtained from 
www.environment.gov.au 

 
(f) Cultural Heritage 
 

In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the 
“cultural heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural 
heritage duty of care if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural 
heritage duty of care guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against 
the duty of care guidelines will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal 
cultural heritage may be harmed by the activity. Further information on cultural 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 99 

 
 

heritage, together with a copy of the duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage 
search forms, may be obtained from www.datsip.qld.gov.au 

(E) CONCURRENCE AGENCY CONDITIONS 

Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning conditions dated 10 
November 2016. 
 

(F) RELEVANT PERIOD 
 
When approval lapses if development not started (s.341) 

 Material Change of Use – four (4) years (starting the day the approval takes 
effect); 
 

(G) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 
 

 Development Permit for Building Work 

 Development Permit for Operational Works 
 

(H) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 
 

 Compliance Permit for Plumbing and Drainage Work 
 

THE SITE 

The subject site is situated at 189 Fichera Road, Mareeba and is described as Lot 1 on 
RP745867. The site is generally regular in shape with a total area of 15.05 hectares and is 
zoned Rural under the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme. The site contains 
approximately 267 metres of frontage to Fichera Road, which is constructed to a 4m wide 
bitumen sealed standard with narrow gravel shoulders for the extent of the frontage. The site 
is currently accessed off Fichera Road via a single gravel/bitumen crossover. 
 
The site is improved by de Brueys Boutique Winery which produces wines from a range of 
tropical fruits. Infrastructure associated with the winery is clustered adjacent the southern 
boundary of the site and includes a cellar, wine production/storage areas, machinery shed, 
caretakers residence, greenhouse, wedding chapel/gazebo, two indoor reception venues 
(100-120 seats), open air deck (120 seats) and associated catering facilities. Multiple mature 
fruit orchards are located across the site as well as a large dam situated behind the winery. 
 
The site generally falls from the south-west to the north-east, draining into Tinaroo Creek 
which adjoins the eastern boundary. The majority of the land has been cleared with the 
exception of some mature vegetation retained towards the centre of the site and along 
Tinaroo Creek. 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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All immediately surrounding lots are zoned Rural and contain a mix of uses including rural 
lifestyle lots and small scale fruit tree orchards. Ringers Rest function centre and motorhome 
park is situated approximately 1 kilometre to the south of the site while Trinity Plains function 
centre (former Mareeba TAFE) and caravan/tourist park is situated directly to the east on the 
opposite side of Tinaroo Creek. 

 
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
 
Nil 
 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS & APPROVALS 
 
Council, at its Ordinary Meeting on 16 September 2009, approved an application made by 
De Brueys Boutique Wines for a material change of use - tourist facility over land described 
as Lot 1 on RP745867, situated at 189 Fichera Road, Mareeba (MCU/09/0022). The 
approval was sought to allow for the use of the site as a function centre and tourist facility to 
compliment the sites established winery. No associated accommodation facilities were 
proposed. 
 
The winery is considered to be a long established lawful land use on the subject site. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 

The development application seeks a Development Permit for Material Change of Use - 
Short-Term Accommodation in accordance with the plans shown in Attachment 1. 
 
The applicant proposes to establish modular, boutique accommodation facilities which will 
support and operate in tandem with the existing winery. The facility will, however, also cater 
for persons/guests not visiting/utilizing the winery. 
 
The accommodation facilities will be located to the north and north-east of the existing 
access driveway, and generally consist of 27 blocks of four 4 cabins/rooms, totaling 108 
rooms. Each block will be a 't' shape, 2 stories in height (approximate maximum height 
above natural ground level of 7 metres), and have 2 rooms on each level. Each room will be 
a studio design with ground floor rooms comprising approximately 64m2 (33m2 indoors and 
31m2 outdoors) including bed, bathroom, kitchenette (sink and microwave) 
living/lounge/dining area, outdoor deck/dining area and private garden. First floor rooms will 
comprise approximately 56m2 (28m2 indoors and 28m2 outdoors and will include bed, 
bathroom, living/lounge/dining area, an entry deck and outdoor terrace. 
 
Ground floor rooms will be connected via pathways, with upstairs rooms to be connected via 
suspended walkways. Stairs and a ramp will be incorporated into the design to ensure 
disability access to the first floor rooms. Privacy screenings/fencing will be included between 
each room and module. The accommodation units will be set back approximately 11.9 
metres from the frontage of the site (approx. 40m from Fichera Road itself) and approx. 12.7 
metres from the northern boundary of the site at their closest point (most units approx. 50 
metres from northern boundary). 
 
104 new car parking spaces will be provided on-site adjacent the internal access road and 
will be linked via pathways to the accommodation units. A communal BBQ area and activity 
space will be provided as well as a reflective pool (water feature). 
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The accommodation units will be serviced by an on-site water supply (treated to potable 
standards) sourced from either a bore or Tinaroo Creek water allocation. On-site effluent 
disposal will be via an approved on-site sewerage treatment plant. The sites existing 
facilities will be used for dining, washing, refuse etc. and be communal in nature. 
 
The proposed development will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and is expected to 
employ between 5 and 10 staff (exact staff numbers still to be determined). 
 
The development is, at this point in time, not intended to be staged. 
 
The existing access and access driveway will continue to be utilised to service the proposed 
development. In accordance with the recommendations outlined within the UDP Traffic 
Impact Assessment, the existing access crossover to the site from Fichera Road will be 
sealed and widened in order to accommodate the two-way traffic. No other upgrades to the 
existing road network are proposed. 
 
It is noted that the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning have 
conditioned some upgrade works at the intersection of Kennedy Highway and Tinaroo Creek 
Road. 
 

REGIONAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

The subject site is included within the Regional Landscape and Rural Production Area land 
use category in the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031. The Regional Plan 
Map 3- ‘Areas of Ecological Significance’ also identifies the site is: 
 

 Wetland Area of General Ecological Significance 

 Terrestrial Area of High Ecological Significance 

 Terrestrial Area of General Ecological Significance 
 

PLANNING SCHEME DESIGNATIONS 
 

 
  

Strategic Framework: 
Rural Agricultural Area 
Rural Other 

Zone: Rural zone 

Overlays: 

Agricultural land overlay 
Airport environs overlay 
Bushfire hazard overlay 
Environmental significance overlay 
Flood hazard overlay 
Hill and slope overlay 
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Planning Scheme Definitions 
 
The proposed use is defined as:- 
 

Column 1 
Use 

Column 2 
Definition 

Column 3 
Examples include 

Column 4 
Does not include the 
following examples 

Short-term 
accommodation 

Premises used to 
provide short-term 
accommodation for 
tourists or travelers for 
a temporary period of 
time (typically not 
exceeding three 
consecutive months) 
and may be self-
contained. 
 
The use may include a 
manager’s residence 
and office and the 
provision of recreation 
facilities for the 
exclusive use of 
visitors. 

Motel, backpackers, 
cabins, serviced 
apartments, 
accommodation hotel, 
farm stay 

Hostel, rooming 
accommodation, tourist 
park 

 
RELEVANT PLANNING INSTRUMENTS 
 
Assessment of the proposed development against the relevant planning instruments is 
summarised as follows:- 
 
(a) Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 
 
Separate assessment against the Regional Plan is not required because the Mareeba Shire 
Council Planning Scheme appropriately advances the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 
2009-2031, as it applies to the planning scheme area. 
 
(b) State Planning Policy 
 
Separate assessment against the State Planning Policy (SPP) is not required because the 
Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the 
SPP. 
 
(c) Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 
 
Strategic Framework 
 
3.3 Settlement pattern and built environment 
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3.3.1 Strategic outcomes 
 
(5) Primary industries in Rural areas are not compromised or fragmented by incompatible 
and/or unsustainable development, including but not limited to subdivision that results in a 
detrimental impact on rural productivity. The valued, relaxed rural lifestyle, character and 
scenic qualities of the rural area are preserved and enhanced. The rural area is largely 
maintained to its current extent, while accommodating development directly associated with 
or reliant on natural resources including rural activities and tourism. Rural areas protect the 
shire's agricultural area and ensure food security. Other rural areas predominantly remain 
agricultural grazing properties. 
 
3.3.11 Element—Rural areas 
 
3.3.11.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(1) Rural areas include rural activities and land uses of varying scale, consistent with 

surrounding land use, character and site conditions.  
 

Comment 
 

See planning discussion section of report (Rural Amenity and Rural Land Use 
Conflict). 
 
The development complies. 

 
(3) Tourism, rural industry, intensive animal industries and outdoor recreation facilities are 

developed in the rural area in a way which: 
(a) does not impede or conflict with agricultural activities and production; and 
(b) does not compromise rural character and scenic qualities; and 
(c) does not adversely impact on ecological and biodiversity values. 

 
Comment 
 
See planning discussion section of report (Rural Amenity and Rural Land Use 
Conflict). 
 
The development complies. 

 
(5) Rural lifestyle, tourism, outdoor recreation, horticultural activities and natural bushland 

uses may be considered in other rural areas where appropriately located, serviced and 
otherwise consistent with the Strategic Framework. 

 
Comment 
 
The proposed development is considered to be appropriately located factoring in its 
support function to the sites existing winery and function/event facilities.  As discussed 
throughout this report, the area immediately surrounding the site is characterised by 
larger rural lifestyle lots containing only small scale low intensity agricultural uses (fruit 
orchards). Given the lack of intense agricultural activity in the immediate surrounds, 
land use conflict is unlikely. Landscape buffering will also be conditioned to further 
mitigate potential land use conflict with nearby rural uses. 
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The proposed development can be adequately serviced and is generally consistent 
with the strategic framework. 
 
The development complies. 
 

3.6 Transport and infrastructure 
 
3.6.1 Strategic outcomes 
 
(1) Local collector road and state controlled road networks support the identified hierarchy of 
activity centres and the rural economy of Mareeba Shire. The location, density and scale of 
development supports the efficient and convenient movement of goods, services and 
people. Roads are progressively upgraded (including construction of future state roads and 
future local connections) and maintained to a high standard to support higher urban 
densities, rural production, tourism, commerce, industry and major trip generators. 
 
3.6.2 Element—Road network 
 
3.6.2.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(1)  The shire's road network is upgraded and extended to provide for the safe, efficient 

movement of vehicles and to cater for new development. 
 

Comment 
 
The traffic impact assessment submitted with the application concluded that the local 
area road network servicing the site (including intersections and bridges) was of an 
adequate standard to accommodate the development. A condition will be attached to 
any approval requiring approximately 750 metres of Fichera Road to be widened to a 
6.5 metre wide bitumen standard to accommodate two directional traffic. 
 
The Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning Concurrence 
Agency Conditions require upgrade works to be completed at the intersection of 
Tinaroo Creek Road and the Kennedy Highway. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(4)  Development provides off-street parking, loading and manoeuvring areas where 

possible and practicable. 
 

Comment 
 
Adequate off-street parking will be provided on-site. 
 
The development complies. 

 
(5)  Development of new roads and upgrades to existing roads are designed and 

constructed in accordance with the FNQROC Regional Development Manual as 
amended. 
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Comment 
 
All required development works will be conditioned to be designed and constructed in 
accordance with the FNQROC Development Manual. 
 
The development complies. 

 
3.7 Economic development 
 
3.7.1 Strategic outcomes 
 
(1) The rural economy that underpins the settlement pattern of Mareeba Shire prospers and 
diversifies, with traditional and emerging primary industries continuing to provide the 
economic base of the shire. Increasing opportunities for value-adding and processing 
primary product are realised on-farm and within surrounding towns. Agricultural areas and 
rural industries are protected from development which may compromise its ongoing viability. 
Infrastructure which supports agriculture and primary industry is maintained and protected. 
 
(4) The natural environment, rural and scenic landscapes of Mareeba Shire provide a basis 
for the development of sustainable tourism enterprises. Mareeba Shire’s geographic 
proximity to Cairns International Airport provides opportunities for increasing visitation and 
exposure to the shire. Large scale tourist accommodation facilities are developed in key 
sites across the shire and meet the needs of a range of users. The character and appeal of 
key activity centres, landscape features and scenic routes which attract tourists to Mareeba 
Shire will be maintained and enhanced. The western dry land savannah of the shire 
accommodates further nature and rural based tourism development. 
 
3.7.2 Element—Rural and Agricultural land 
 
3.7.2.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(1)  Agricultural areas are preserved for the purpose of primary production and are 

protected from fragmentation, alienation and incompatible development. 
 

Comment 
 
See planning discussion section of report (Rural Amenity and Rural Land Use 
Conflict). 
 
The development complies. 

 
(2)  Other rural areas are maintained in economically viable holdings and continue to 

develop and expand their rural infrastructure and operations. 
 

Comment 
 

The proposed development will support and operate in tandem with the sites existing 
boutique winery.  Providing accommodation on site will boost the wineries capacity as 
both a tourist destination and function centre which will in turn strengthen the winery 
viability. 
 
The proposed development complies.  
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(4)  Built infrastructure and non-agricultural uses within farms will be co-located and 
clustered with existing farm dwellings and infrastructure to prevent encroachment on 
productive land. 

 
Comment 
 
See planning discussion section of report (Loss of Agricultural Land). 
 
The development will not compromise the productivity of the site and is therefore 
considered to comply. 

 
(5)  Development ensures rural activities in all rural areas are not compromised by 

incompatible development and fragmentation. 
 

Comment 
 
The proposed development will not further fragment agricultural land and is not 
considered to be incompatible development given the development is intended to 
support and operate in tandem with the sites existing boutique winery. 
 
Land surrounding the subject site is predominately used for rural lifestyle purposes 
with agricultural activity limited to small scale fruit orchards, similar to that which will 
continue to be conducted on the subject site. With the inclusion of appropriate 
landscape buffering, it is considered the proposed development could proceed with 
minimal land use conflict and rural amenity impacts. 
 
The development complies. 
 

3.7.7 Element—Tourism 
 
3.7.7.1 Specific outcomes 
 
(2) Major tourist accommodation facilities that can accommodate large numbers of 

overnight visitors in the shire are developed in strategic locations where amenity 
impacts are mitigated and physical infrastructure appropriately provided. 

 
Comment  
 
The proposed development has been located to support and operate in tandem with 
the sites existing boutique winery. Appropriate landscape buffering will limit land use 
conflict and amenity impacts between the proposed development and nearby 
agricultural and rural lifestyle uses. 
 
The development complies.  

 
(5) A variety of small-scale, low impact tourist facilities are established across the rural 

landscape, including: 
 

(a) tourist attractions and facilities within activity centres; 
(b) cultural interpretive tours; 
(c) nature based tourism; 
(d) sports and recreational activities; 
(e) tourist attractions; 
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(f) adventure tourism; 
(g) farm based tourism; 
(h) food based tourism; 
(i) bed and breakfasts; 
(j) camping and recreational vehicle facilities; 
(k) cycle tourism. 
Comment 
 
The applicants propose the construction of 108 modular, boutique accommodation 
units to support and operate in tandem with the sites existing boutique winery (De 
Brueys). The accommodation units will provide an alternative short term 
accommodation option for visitors to Mareeba and will boost the wineries capacity as 
both a tourist destination and function centre. 
 
The development complies. 
 

(6)  Small scale tourism related development is sensitively designed, scaled and located 
so as to not compromise the natural landscape values and agricultural values of 
Mareeba Shire. 

 
Comment 
 
Land surrounding the subject site is predominately used for rural lifestyle purposes 
with agricultural activity limited to small scale fruit orchards, similar to that which will 
continue to be conducted on the subject site. With the inclusion of appropriate 
landscape buffering, it is considered the proposed development could proceed with 
minimal land use conflict and rural amenity impacts. 
 
The development complies. 

 
Relevant Development Codes 

The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the 
application: 

 
6.2.9 Rural zone code 
8.2.1 Agricultural land overlay code 
8.2.2 Airport environs overlay code 
8.2.3 Bushfire hazard overlay code 
8.2.4 Environmental significance overlay code 
8.2.6 Flood hazard overlay code 
8.2.8 Hill and slope overlay code 
9.3.1 Accommodation activities code 
9.4.1 Advertising devices code 
9.4.2 Landscaping code 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
9.4.5 Works, services and infrastructure code 
 

The application included a planning report and assessment against the planning scheme. An 
officer assessment has found that the application satisfies the relevant acceptable solutions 
(or probable solutions/performance criteria where no acceptable solution applies) of the 
relevant codes set out below, provided reasonable and relevant conditions are attached to 
any approval. 
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Relevant Codes Comments 

Rural zone code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable/performance outcomes contained within the code. 

Agricultural land overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable/performance outcomes contained within the code. 

Airport environs overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

Bushfire hazard overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable/performance outcomes contained within the code. 

Environmental 
significance overlay code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

Flood hazard overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable/performance outcomes contained within the code. 

Hill and slope overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable/performance outcomes contained within the code. 

Accommodation activities 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable/performance outcomes contained within the code. 

Advertising devices code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code.  

Landscaping code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

Parking and access code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code apart from the 
following: 

Acceptable Outcome AO1 

Refer to planning discussion section of report. 

Works, services and 
infrastructure code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes contained within the code. 

 
(e) Planning Scheme Policies/Infrastructure Charges Plan 
 
The following planning scheme policies are relevant to the application: 
 
Planning Scheme Policy 4 - FNQROC Regional Development Manual  
 
A condition will be attached to any approval requiring all development works be designed 
and constructed in accordance with the FNQROC Development Manual. 
 
Approximately 750 metres of Fichera Road leading up to the subject site is only constructed 
to a 4 metre wide bitumen sealed standard which does not allow for two-directional traffic 
without having to use the roads thin gravel shoulders. Considering the development is 
predicted to place upwards of 200 additional vehicle movements on Fichera Road per day, it 
is considered reasonable for the applicant/developer to widen these sections of the road to a 
6.5 metre total width (1.25 widening either side). These road works will be conditioned as 
part of any approval and will be the subject of a separate operational works application to 
Council. 
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Planning Scheme Policy 5 - Geotechnical Reports 
 
Parts of the subject site proposed to be developed are mapped as exceeding a slope of 15% 
(shown on the Hill and slope overlay mapping). A condition will be attached to any approval 
requiring all development works on land with a slope of 15% or greater be supported by a 
geotechnical report prepared in accordance with Planning Scheme Policy 5.  
 
Planning Scheme Policy 6 - Landscaping and Preferred Plant Species 
 
Conditions will be attached to any approval requiring landscaping along the western and 
northern boundaries of the subject site. Any landscape plan and plant species will be 
conditioned to align with Planning Scheme Policy 6. 
 
(f) Additional Trunk Infrastructure Condition (Section 650 of SPA) 
 
The subject land is located outside the identified Priority Infrastructure Area (PIA). 
 
Section 650 of SPA allows Council to condition additional trunk infrastructure outside the 
PIA. 
 
The proposed development will further add to the expected daily vehicle movements along 
Fichera Road. A Traffic Impact Assessment was conducted by UDP as part of the 
application in order to gauge the potential impacts the development would have on the local 
area road network. The following is an excerpt from the Traffic Impact Assessment: 
 

"4.2 Development Traffic Profile 
 
Based on a review of the following traffic generation reference documents, the 
proposed short term accommodation development is considered equivalent in traffic 
generation terms to a motel: 
 

 Road Planning and Design Manual (Department of Main Roads, 1st edition); 

 Transport Assessment Guide draft document (Queensland Transport, 1995); 
and 

 Guide to Traffic Generating Developments (RTA, 2002). 
 
The above references recommend the following traffic generation rates for motels: 
 

 Peak rate = 0.4 vehicle per hour (vph) per occupied unit; and 

 Daily rate = 3vpd per unit or 4 vpd per occupied unit.  
 
Therefore, assuming full occupancy of the proposed 108 cabins, it is estimated that as 
a standalone motel the proposed short term accommodation would generate 324vpd 
on average (assuming 75% occupancy) with a peak generation of 43vph. 
 
However, the proposed short term accommodation is intended to complement existing 
tourist and function activities occurring on-site. 
 
The conclusion is therefore drawn that a significant proportion of trips generated by the 
proposed development will be multipurpose trips and that the number of new trips 
generated by the proposed development should be discounted. 
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Assuming 40% of the trips calculated above as being generated by the short term 
accommodation are multi-purpose trips which would have already visited the subject 
site, the proposed development would increase traffic on the external road network by 
194vpd on average." 
 

Council officers accept the vehicle count calculations contained within the traffic impact 
assessment which concludes an average daily increase in vehicle traffic of 194 vehicle 
movements per day as a result of the development. 
 
Considering a standard 2016/2017 roads contribution of $4,425.00 is equivalent to the traffic 
from a standard allotment or 10 vehicle movements per day, the contribution applicable to 
this development should by 19.4 x the standard contribution as follows: 
 

 $4,425.00 x 19.4 = $85,845.00 
 
The trunk infrastructure for which the payment is required is: 

 

 The trunk transport infrastructure servicing the land ($85,845.00) 
 

The developer may elect to provide part of the trunk infrastructure instead of making the 
payment. 
 
If the developer elects to provide part of the trunk infrastructure the developer must: 
 

 Discuss with Council's delegated officer the part of the works to be undertaken; 

 Obtain the necessary approvals for the part of the works; 

 Indemnify the Council in relation to any actions, suits or demands relating to or 
arising from the works; 

 Take out joint insurance in the name of the Council and the developer in the 
sum of $20,000,000 in relation to the undertaking of the works; 

 Comply with the reasonable direction of Council officers in relation to the 
completion of the works; 

 Complete the works to the standards required by the Council; and 

 Complete the works prior to endorsement of the plan of subdivision 
 
The cost of any road works external to the site should be credited towards the 
abovementioned trunk transport infrastructure cost. 
 
REFERRALS 
 
Concurrence 
 
The application triggered a referral to the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government 
and Planning as a Concurrence Agency (SARA - DNRM). 
 
That Department advised in a letter dated 10 November 2016 that they require the 
conditions to be attached to any approval (Attachment 2). 
 
Advice 
 
This application did not trigger a referral to an Advice Agency. 
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Internal Consultation 
 
Development Engineering 
 
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
 
The development proposal was placed on public notification from 10 November 2016 to 1 
December 2016. The applicant submitted the notice of compliance on 5 December 2016 
advising that the public notification requirements were carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act.  
 
No submissions were received. 
 
PLANNING DISCUSSION 
 
Non-compliance with the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the relevant 
development codes are summarised below. Where the development does not comply with 
an acceptable outcome, compliance with the higher order performance outcome can be 
achieved as follows: 
 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
 

Car parking spaces 
 
PO1 Development provides sufficient car parking to accommodate the demand likely to be 

generated by the use, having regard to the: 
 

(a) nature of the use; 
(b) location of the site; 
(c) proximity of the use to public transport services; 
(d) availability of active transport infrastructure; and 
(e) accessibility of the use to all members of the community. 
 
AO1 The number of car parking spaces provided for the use is in accordance with 

Table 9.4.3.3B. 
 

Comment 
 

Table 9.4.3.3B prescribes one car parking space per unit for short term 
accommodation (or 108 car parks). The development will include the provision of only 
104 car parking spaces and is therefore non-compliant with AO1. 
 
In this case the non-compliance is considered only minor, and considering the nature 
of the use, it would not be uncommon for guests staying on site to car pool, or even to 
travel to the site by bus, especially considering the wineries function/event facilities 
that will operate on site in tandem with the accommodation. In the unlikely event that 
the proposed car parking numbers are insufficient, informal spill over parking is 
available across the site. 
 
It is considered the car parking provided will be able to accommodate the demand 
likely to be generated by the use and is therefore compliant with PO1. 
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Rural Amenity and Rural Land Use Conflict 
 
The following is an excerpt from the application material in relation to rural amenity: 
 

"As was established by Dodds DCJ in Acland Pastoral Co Pty Ltd v Rosalie Shire 
Council [2008]: 
 
"development will often affect existing amenity. What is unacceptable is a detrimental 
effect to an unreasonable extent according to the reasonable expectation of other 
landholders in the vicinity and … according to the standards of comfort and enjoyment 
which are to be expected by ordinary people of plain, sober and simple notion" 
(emphasis added). 
 
With regards to ‘amenity’ and in this instance, we would anticipate that there is likely to 
be only two (2) other landholders in the vicinity which may be affected by the proposed 
development, that would be the owner of the allotment to the direct north of the site, 
being Lot 2 on RP745867, whose dwelling house is approximately 100m from the 
nearest set of cabins and to a lesser extent, the adjacent landholder to the west who is 
located some 220m from the nearest set of cabins. Note: we would consider it a 
reasonable expectation that a winery may, at some point in time, include 
accommodation options. 
 
We would anticipate that the proposed development is able to be conditioned to 
ensure that there are no offsite amenity impacts as a result of noise, light, overlooking, 
privacy, odours etc. (see Code Assessment for the Rural Zone Code). As is outlined in 
the Traffic Impact Assessment (see Attachment 7 Traffic Impact Assessment), the 
proposed development is expected to generate an additional 194 vehicle trips per day. 
This equates to approximately 16 vehicle trips per hour, spaced out over a twelve (12) 
hour period. It is also important to note that this number of vehicle trips will not occur 
frequently with high occupancy rates being an intermittent occurrence only. These 
facts, combined with the distance the adjacent dwellings are setback from Fichera 
Road, combine to indicate that it is unlikely that the additional traffic associated with 
the proposed development will result in any negative amenity impacts. 
 
This effectively leaves visual amenity as the outstanding amenity matter. Due to the 
slight changes in elevation between the proposed development and adjacent 
dwellings, it is likely that some parts of the proposed development will be visible to 
these dwellings. However, we would expect that the amount of existing vegetation to 
be retained, the setbacks that will be achieved, plus the additional screening to be 
planted/erected along the western (landscaping) and northern (fencing) boundaries of 
the site, that the visual impacts will be minimal and definitely not unreasonable. We 
would consider existing and proposed landscaping to be able to be planted to ensure 
there are no negative visual amenity impacts associated with the proposed 
development when viewed from Fichera Road. 
 
With the above in mind, with the inclusion of appropriate conditions, combined with the 
setbacks achieved between the proposed development and adjoining landholders, we 
do not expect that the proposed development will result in any detrimental or 
unreasonable amenity impacts on the two (2) adjacent landholders (emphasis 
added)." 
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While the development achieves compliance with the building height and setback 
requirements of the rural zone code, the physical appearance and bulk of the development is 
inconsistent with other forms of development within the locality, and as such, some visual 
amenity impacts are likely to be experienced by adjoining residential uses and Fichera Road 
users. For this reason, conditions requiring the planting of significant landscape buffering 
along the Fichera Road frontage of the site as well as part of the northern boundary of the 
site will be included in any approval. Once established and mature, the vegetated buffering 
should significantly soften the visual impact of the development on both adjoining properties 
and Fichera Road users. 
 
Other conditions restricting light and noise emissions will be included in any approval to 
further minimise loss of amenity. 
 
Another major planning consideration when assessing any large scale accommodation 
activity within a rural area is the potential for land use conflicts with surrounding agricultural 
activity/uses. Allotments immediately surrounding the subject site are predominately used for 
rural lifestyle purposes with agricultural activity limited to non-commercial animal keeping 
(horses/cows) and a small fruit orchard to the west of the site. There are currently no 
intensive agricultural uses established in the immediate vicinity of the proposed 
development. 
 
Furthermore, given the constrained topography of the land surrounding the site, it is highly 
unlikely that any additional agriculture or intensive agricultural uses will be established in 
proximity to the proposed development. 
 
Conditions will be attached to any approval requiring the establishment of a landscape buffer 
along the Fichera Road frontage of the site which should alleviate the potential for any land 
use conflict between the proposed development and the adjoining fruit orchard. A condition 
will also be attached to any approval requiring the erection of signage at the reception desk 
warning guests that the accommodation is located within a rural area that may experience 
amenity impacts arising from farming operations (dust, noise, spray drift). 
 
Notwithstanding these precautions, given that surrounding agricultural activity is essentially 
limited to a small scale fruit orchard, similar to that which will continue to be operated on the 
subject site in proximity to the proposed accommodation units, land use conflict is not likely. 
 
Loss of Agricultural land 
 
The proposed development footprint is located on Class 'B' agricultural land only which is 
defined as follows: 
 

"Class B land:  limited crop land that is suitable for a narrow range of current and 
potential crops. Land that is marginal for current and potential crops due to severe 
limitations but is highly suitable for pastures. Land may be suitable for cropping with 
engineering or agronomic improvements" 

 
The site is currently operated as a winery and is intended to continue as such. Given the 
size of the subject site (15 hectares) with some of the land unable to be farmed, 
economically viable pastoral operations are not feasible on the subject site. Despite the loss 
of a small portion of Class B agricultural land, the proposed development is likely to support 
the ongoing development of the site as a winery and viable rural use and is therefore 
considered reasonable. Existing mango trees that will need to be removed for the 
development to proceed will be replanted elsewhere on site therefore ensuring no net loss of 
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existing agricultural production on site. It is also important to note that the development, 
being modular in design, is able to be easily removed from the site to enable the land to be 
bought back into agricultural production should the need arise in the future. 
 
 
Date Prepared:  8 December 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
APPROVED PLANS (ECM VS 3844642) 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ITEM-5 APPLICATION FOR PURCHASE OF UNALLOCATED 
STATE LAND - LOT 109 ON USL21322, PARISH OF 
TINAROO  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Senior Planner 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Application has been made to the Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) for 
the purchase of unallocated state land described as Lot 109 on USL21322, Parish of 
Tinaroo, situated off Chewko Road, Mareeba. 
 
It is proposed to amalgamate Lot 109 with adjoining freehold Lot 50 on RP804430 and that 
the combined 14.5 hectare allotment be used for grazing purposes. The subject land is 
currently unused. 
 
DNRM seeks Council's views on the proposed land purchase and also whether Council has 
knowledge of any local non-indigenous cultural heritage values associated with the land. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council offer no objection to the purchase of unallocated state land described as Lot 
109 on USL21322, subject to its amalgamation with Lot 50 on RP804430, and advise the 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines that Council has no knowledge of any local 
non-indigenous cultural heritage values associated with the land." 
 

BACKGROUND 

DNRM is currently considering an application for the purchase of unallocated state land 
described as Lot 109 on USL21322. 
 
Lot 109 has an area of approximately 11 hectares and is located on the eastern side of 
Chewko Road, approximately 200 metres south of the intersection of Chewko Road and 
Paglietta Roads. Lot 109 touches Chewko Road at a single point but has no measurable 
road frontage. The eastern boundary of Lot 109 adjoins the Mareeba-Dimbulah railway 
corridor. 
 
The land is undulating and remains covered in remnant vegetation. It is proposed to 
amalgamate Lot 109 on USL21322 with adjoining freehold parcel Lot 50 on RP804430 and 
use the land for grazing purposes. 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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Land in the vicinity is used for a wide variety of rural and tourism (motorhome park) 
purposes. 
 
DNRM seeks Council's views on the proposed land purchase and also whether Council has 
knowledge of any local non-indigenous cultural heritage values associated with the land. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Nil 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The land is zoned Rural under the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016. 
 
The applicant's proposed use for grazing purposes and DNRMs intent to amalgamate Lot 
109 on USL21322 with adjoining Lot 50 on RP804430 are both consistent with the planning 
scheme. 
 
Council officers have no knowledge of any non-indigenous cultural heritage values 
associated with the subject land. 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 138 

 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines will be informed of Council's decision by 
letter. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Department of Natural Resources and Mines letter of 18 November 2016 
 
Date Prepared:  22 November 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM-6 MOST APPROPRIATE USE OF UNALLOCATED STATE 
LAND - LOT 3 ON DA840915 & LOT 6 ON SP189942  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Senior Planner 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) is currently considering the future 
use and tenure of unallocated state land (USL) described as Lot 3 on DA840915 and Lot 6 
on SP189942, situated on Fassio Road, Paddys Green. 
 
As both land parcels are adjacent to the Mareeba Wetlands reserve, and Council is a joint 
trustee of the wetlands reserve, DNRM requests Council's views and/or requirements on the 
most appropriate future use of both areas of USL. 
 
Lot 6, and to a lesser extent Lot 3, perform a critical role in the transference of water 
between SunWater's Southedge balancing storage (Lot 5 on SP189942) and the Mareeba 
Wetlands (Lot 142 on CP903068). 
 
It is recommended that both areas of USL be amalgamated with Lot 142 on CP903068 
(Mareeba Wetlands reserve). 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council advise the Department of Natural Resources and Mines that Lot 3 on 
DA840915 and Lot 6 on SP189942 perform a critical role in the transference of water 
between SunWater's Southedge balancing storage (Lot 5 on SP189942) and the Mareeba 
Wetlands (Lot 142 on CP903068) and both areas of USL should be amalgamated with Lot 
142 on CP903068." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Lot 6 on SP189942 has an area of 54.436 hectares and is situated on the corner of Cetinich 
Road and Fassio Road, Paddys Green. The land contains multiple water storage dams, car 
park, picnic area and plaque/plinth describing it as Stage 1 of the Mareeba Wetlands. 
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SunWater advises that the by-wash of the neighbouring Southedge balancing storage 
overflows into Lot 6 during the wet season. The water from Lot 6 is subsequently transferred 
into the Mareeba Wetlands. Lot 6 is an integral part of the water management process for 
the Mareeba Wetlands. 
 
Lot 3 on DA840915 has an area of 8.38 hectares and is situated on Fassio Road, Paddys 
Green. The main pipe overflow of SunWater's Southedge balancing storage feeds into this 
land and is the start of Douglas Creek. Douglas Creek crosses Fassio Road and traverses 
the northern part of the Mareeba Wetlands reserve. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Nil 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
SunWater 
Mareeba Wetlands Foundation representative 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme - July 2016 places the subject land within the 
following zones: 
 

 Lot 6 on SP189942 - Conservation zone 

 Lot 3 on DA840915 - Rural zone 
 
The Mareeba Wetland reserve is also zoned Conservation. 
 
Due to the critical role Lot 6 on SP189942 and Lot 3 on DA840915 perform in the 
transference of water between SunWater's Southedge balancing storage (Lot 5 on 
SP189942) and the Mareeba Wetlands (Lot 142 on CP903068), both areas of USL should 
be amalgamated with Lot 142 on CP903068. 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
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Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines will be informed of Council's decision by 
letter. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Department of Natural Resources and Mines letter of 14 November 2016. 
 
Date Prepared:  21 November 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ITEM-7 MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL ROAD NAMING POLICY - 
REQUEST TO INCLUDE NAME ON APPROVED ROAD 
NAMES LIST - BRIMS  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S 
TITLE: Senior Planner 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Correspondence has been received from Mr Ron Goodhew of Mareeba proposing the 
inclusion of an additional name on the list of approved road names for District 2 (Biboohra, 
Mareeba & Paddy's Green) under Council's Road Naming Policy ("the policy"). 
 
The proposed road name is Brims. 
 
Mr Goodhew has provided Council with his research into the history of the Brims family and 
their association with Mareeba (Attachment 1). 
 
Section 2.1 of the policy explains that the reason for approved road name lists is that Council 
wishes to keep the links to the Mareeba Shire's local history and Aboriginal cultural heritage 
alive in a practical way which serves to honour our Traditional Owners, fallen soldiers, and 
historical identities. The Brims family would satisfy the historical identity criteria. 
 
Section 3.1.3 of the policy provides for Council to add to the list of approved road names and 
it is recommended that the list of approved road names for District 2 of the policy be 
amended to include the name Brims. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council in accordance with Section 3.1.3 of the Road Naming Policy, add the name 
Brims to the list of approved road names for District 2." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council adopted the Road Naming Policy on 21 January 2015. 
 
The policy is applicable to the naming of newly created roads, the naming of existing 
unnamed roads, and the renaming of roads. 
 
The policy separates the Mareeba Shire local government area into six districts and 
maintains an approved list of road names for each district. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Nil 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Section 2.1 of the policy explains that the reason for the approved road name lists is that 
Council wishes to keep the links to the Mareeba Shire's local history and Aboriginal cultural 
heritage alive in a practical way which serves to honour our Traditional Owners, fallen 
soldiers, and historical identities. 
 
The Brims family would satisfy the historical identity criteria for District 2 of the Mareeba 
Shire, which covers the localities of Biboohra, Mareeba and Paddy's Green (Attachment 2). 
 
There is no existing road named after the Brims family within District 2. 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
NIL 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Subject to Council's approval, the list of approved road names will be updated to include 
Brims. Mr Goodhew will be advised of Council's decision by letter. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. Letter from R Goodhew dated 11 November 2016 
2. Current list of approved road names - District 2 of the Road Naming Policy 
 
Date Prepared:  22 November 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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GOVERNANCE AND COMPLIANCE 
 

ITEM-8 TENDER EVALUATION TMSC2016-12 DESIGN, SUPPLY 
AND INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) 
SYSTEMS AT TWO (2) COUNCIL SITES  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Development & Governance 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Tenders have been recently invited for the Design, Supply and Installation of two Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) Systems for the administration buildings in Rankin Street and Kowa Street 
Mareeba. 
 
This report provides details of the results of the procurement process and recommends the 
engagement of a preferred contractor to undertake the service and supply required. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council accepts the tender provided by Solgen Energy Pty Ltd for $163,139.44 
inclusive of GST (STC Discount $124,500), for tender TMSC2016-12 for the Design, Supply, 
and Installation of two Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems for installation on the Rankin Street 
and Kowa Street Council office buildings." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council has, since January 2014, focussed on cost savings to build a sustainable future for 
the Council. After revision and changes to council electricity tariffs, savings were found. 
From those savings, the Council will now invest in Solar technology on its two biggest 
consumers of electricity in the general fund - the administration buildings in Rankin Street 
and Kowa Street Mareeba. This investment will reduce not only future electricity expenditure 
but also reduce Councils financial risk of future electricity price rises. 
 
All tender Prices quoted below haven taken into account the amount claimable from the 
Federal Government for Small-scale Technology Certificate (STC). 
  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 168 

 
 

Tender Submissions were received from: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TENDER ASSESSMENT 

The tender documents advised that the tenders would be evaluated based on the following 
weighted selection criteria: 
 

Relevant Experience   20% 

Key Personnel Skills and Experience and Resources 10% 

Tenderers Resources   20% 

Demonstrated Understanding   10% 

Value for Money - Price   40% 

 
The evaluation score for Price is calculated using a formula that compares the tendered 
price of individual submissions against the median value of all prices received. Scores 
assigned to the other selection criteria are subjective based on the content of the tender 
submissions and Council knowledge of previous performance on similar projects. 
 
Solgen Energy was not the lowest price, yet were very close to the two other cheapest 
tenders within the scope of tenders submitted. It should be noted the actual costs incurred 
from Ergon are included in the price quoted from Solgen Energy. 
 
Solgen Energy recently designed, supplied and installed a similar solar PV System for 
Cairns Regional Council with great success. Solgen Energy listed them as a referee along 
with Townsville who also spoke highly of their experience. A list of previous customers also 
identified many other Councils, as well as Downer, who are currently constructing our new 
Wastewater facility. 
 
The Solar PV system proposed for use in the Solgen Energy tender is the biggest panel 
producer in the world, which according to many indexes is rated as a top 3 panel 
manufacturer in the world. The Australian Sustainable Energy tender also proposed using 
the same system. 
 

Tenderer Assessment Score 

Tropical Energy Solutions 66.28 

Tableland Solar 47.55 

Solgen Energy 68.00 

SolarWorks  57.67 

Hush Energy 54.07 

Autonomous Energy 53.83 

Australian Sustainable Energy  57.26 

AltoStar 38.55 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council’s assets in accordance with the long-term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long-term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Manager Development & Governance 
Project Manager Buildings 
Manager Systems & Customer Service 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Council are required to deliver the project satisfying various Government compliance 
obligations meeting predetermined milestones and reporting deadlines with acquittal due by 
30 June 2017. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
The project, CP00055 is included in the 2015/16 budget & CP00190 is included in the 
2016/17 budget. 
 
Operating 
Future Electricity will be reduced. 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. Summary of Tender TMSC2016-12 
 

 
Date Prepared:  6 December 2016 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 171 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 172 

 
 

  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 173 

 
 

LOCAL LAWS 
 

ITEM-9 REQUEST BY ANIMAL REHOMING CAIRNS AND 
TABLELANDS DISTRICT FOR EXEMPTION TO THE 
APPLICATION OF PART OF COUNCILS LOCAL LAW NO 
2 ANIMAL MANAGEMENT  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Environmental Health Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Development and Governance 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District are requesting an exemption to the 
application of part of Councils Local Law No 2 Animal Management in relation to the number 
of animals to be kept (registered) by approved foster carers as per proposal accepted by 
Tablelands Regional Council in 2013. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council  
1. Allow foster carers approved by "Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District" to 

keep an approved number of excess animals temporarily, provided that they are 
otherwise kept in accordance with the Councils Local Laws and the Animal 
Management (Cat and Dog) Act; and 

 
2. Agree not to apply the penalty prescribed for noncompliance with section 5 of Local 

Law No 2 Animal Management where the keepers of the excess animals are approved 
as foster carers by "Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District; and 

 
3. Allow no more than the following number of animals to be kept temporarily by each 

foster carer at any one time until a suitable permanent home is found: 
1. Six (6) adult cats and an unlimited number of kittens (under 12 weeks of age). 
2. Four (4) adult dogs and unlimited number of puppies (under 12 weeks of age) 

;and 
 
4.  Agree that if Council receives a complaint as a result of minimum standards being 

breached (noise, odour etc.), Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District's Foster 
Carer will be required to reduce numbers of animals back down in accordance with the 
Mareeba Shire Council's Local Law No 2 Animal Management and comply with the 
minimum standards; and 

 
5. Retains the right to remove/withdraw this approval for individual or all carers at its 

discretion with immediate notice." 
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BACKGROUND 

This report is further to a request from Lorraine Doornebosch of Animal Rehoming Cairns 
and Tablelands District to allow exceptions to Councils Local Law No 2 (Animal 
Management) 2011 to allow volunteers to keep excess animals temporarily for the purpose 
of fostering and caring for animals that are to be subsequently rehomed. 
 
Those people chosen by Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District to care for 
animals that are waiting to be permanently rehomed must meet certain criteria. This ensures 
responsible pet ownership and compliance with Councils Local Law and the Animal 
Management (Cat and Dog) Act. (AMAct) 
 
All dogs must be registered and microchipped and all cats must be microchipped. This 
requirement (of the AMAct) must be complied with at all times.  Councils Subordinate Local 
Law No 2 currently sets the number of animals that can be kept as follows; 
 
Numbers allowed to be kept; 
2 dogs, 2 cats (urban) 3 dogs, 3 cats (rural residential) No limit dogs and cats 
(rural) 
 
Numbers allowed to be kept with approval; 
3 dogs and 3 cats (urban) 5 dogs and 5 cats (rural residential) 
 
Local Law currently prohibits the keeping of more than;  
3 cats and 3 dogs (urban) 5 cats and 5 dogs (rural residential) 
 
This means that Council may give approval for up to 3 of each and 5 of each in urban and 
rural residential respectively however that there is no head of power to give approval to keep 
more as such numbers are prohibited. The only way that Council can allow for the keeping of 
a number of animals in excess is to choose not to enforce the penalty for keeping of excess 
animals. In the long term council may consider amending Councils Subordinate Local Law 
No 2 Animal Management. 
 
While such animals are being cared for by this group it means that there are less animals 
that Council need to care for or dispose of. Such animals are de-sexed as early as possible 
and are contained to the property. Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District are 
committed to responsible pet ownership. A condition of fostering a cat from Animal 
Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District is that the cat is not allowed outside unless it is 
kept in a cat enclosure. 
 
If such an arrangement is approved by Council, Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands 
District will be required to keep Council informed of their carers names, addresses and 
animal numbers and ensure that all animals are registered (except cats) and microchipped. 
It has been suggested that the animals would be registered and microchipped to Animal 
Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District so that any noncompliance such as impounding or 
the issue of notices is brought to the attention of Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands 
District in the first instance. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Key Strategic Priority - Environment - a natural and living environment that provides safety 
and enjoyment for the community and visitors 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

As the local law prohibits specific numbers of animals to be kept, technically an approval 
cannot be given. Therefore for this exception to the limit (on animal numbers) to have some 
validity Council must agree not to enforce the provision that sets the limits in these specific 
circumstances. 
 
This technical issue can be overcome by making some amendments to Council's 
Subordinate Local Law No 2 (Animal Management) 2011 and Council's Subordinate Local 
Law No 1 (Administration) 2011. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The drafting of an interim policy would provide guidance and detail how Council will treat 
such requests in the absence of relevant provisions in Councils Local Laws. 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

If approved, the arrangement would need to be communicated to Local Law Officers and 
Customer Service Officers. Animal Rehoming Cairns and Tablelands District will need to 
notify Council of the Foster Carers address and number of animals they intend to keep on 
the property. A property exception (an amendment) would also need to be created in the 
Property and Rating system to enable the Customer Service Officers to create applications 
for the registration of animals in excess of those numbers currently allowed on the affected 
properties. 
 
The information would also be added as an article to the Sharepoint site to ensure that the 
counter staff can access the information when required. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. Letter submitted to Mareeba Shire Council 2016 
2. Proposal submitted to Tablelands Regional Council in 2013 
3. Guidelines for foster Carers 
4. Approval letter from Tablelands Regional Council 
 
Date Prepared:  11 December 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 181 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 182 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 4 
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FINANCE 
 

ITEM-10 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDING 30 
NOVEMBER 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Finance 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of financial matters for the 
period 1 July 2016 to 30 November 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council note the financial report for the period ending 30 November 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Financial Summary 
 
Each month, year to date financial statements are prepared in order to monitor actual 
performance against budgets. 
 
For the period ending 30 November 2016, Council shows an operational surplus of 
$5,874,334 compared to a budgeted surplus of $4,175,658. The budget reflects the 2016/17 
Budget as adopted by Council at the 15 June 2016 meeting. A four month review was 
undertaken across all sections, however as there were no material changes, the original 
budget figures will remain as originally adopted. Any significant changes or budget variances 
that may arise will be reported to Council. At this point in time though, there are no 
significant changes to report. 
 
 
 

November 2016 - Snapshot 
 

Total Operating Income $              22,034,896     
Total Operating Expenditure  $              16,160,562 
Operating Surplus $                5,874,334 
Total Capital Income (grants, developer contributions) $                3,978,480 

Net Result - Surplus $                9,852,814 
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Capital Expenditure 
 
Total capital expenditure of $26,675,597 (including commitments) has been spent for the 
period ending 30 November 2016 against the 2016/17 annual capital budget of $53,585,546. 
This budget figure now includes carry overs from 2015/16 and new capital items as per the 
Three Month Capital Review Report that was adopted on 16 November 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The significant remaining spend in the Land and Facilities section relates to the Mareeba 
Airport Re-development. It is anticipated that commitments will be made throughout the 
remainder of the financial year. 
 
Other capital projects are currently tracking well against budgets. 
 
Income Analysis 
 
Total income (including capital income of $3,978,480) for the period ending 30 November 
2016 is $26,013,375 compared to the YTD budget of $21,159,156. 
 
The graph below shows actual income against budget for the period ending 30 November 
2016. 
  

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 187 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 

1. Current YTD actuals are trending higher than budget for cemetery services ($70k), Trade 
Waste ($11k), Local Laws - dog fines ($17k) and permits, licences and registrations for 
regulatory services ($19k). 

 

2. Council has received an initial prepayment for NDRRA 2016 of $957k. As the restoration 
works has no budget allocated, there will be an equivalent offset in expenditure. 

 

3. Majority relates to the timing of the budget for RMPC income, and additional works of 
$100k being approved on the Mossman-Mt Molloy roads. 

 

4. Favourable variance relates to the sale of industrial land blocks ($202k). 

 

 
Description 

 
Actual YTD Budget YTD Note 

Net Rates & Utility Charges 13,366,298 13,520,370  

Fees & Charges 723,855 591,445 1 

Operating Grants, Subsidies & 
Contributions 

4,546,644 3,669,376 
2 

Interest Received 302,811 283,470  

Works for Third Parties 1,320,486 727,271 3 

Other Revenue 1,774,802 1,627,674 4 

Capital Income 3,978,480 729,550 5 
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5. First milestone claim for the Mareeba Airport upgrade of $1.3M received, along with 
$900k for Mareeba WWTP upgrade, $325k for Roads to Recovery capital grant (R2R), 
$425k for Bridges Renewal Program and $161k for developer contributions. 

 

Expenditure Analysis 

 
Total expenses for the period ending 30 November 2016 is $16,160,562 compared to the 
YTD budget of $16,253,948. 
 
The graph below shows actual expenditure against budget for the period ending 30 
November 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
There are no significant variances to report. 
  

 
Description 

 
Actual YTD Budget YTD Note 

Employee expenses 6,662,793 6,973,723  

Materials & Services 5,919,361 5,707,940  

Depreciation expenses 3,477,687 3,484,459  

Finance & Borrowing costs 100,721 87,826  
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Loan Borrowings 
 

Council's loan balance as at 30 November 2016 is as follows:  

 
Rates and Sundry Debtors Analysis 
 
Rates and Charges 
 
The total rates and charges payable as at 30 November 2016 is $2,407,074. As compared to 
the same time last year, the total rates and charges payable as at 30 November 2015 was 
$1,927,106. This reflects the change in rating methodology for unused land (Category N). 
The total outstanding rates for this category are $1,002,898. 
 
Rates were issued on 16 August for the six (6) months July to December 2016, with the 
discount closing 16 September. Total Gross Rates and Charges levied for the six (6) month 
period was $15,116,928. While the outstanding rates as a percentage of rates levied (8%) 
seems high, the total rates and charges payable includes $1,002,898 in respect of unused 
land that is deemed valueless. The adjusted outstanding rates as a percentage of rates 
levied would be 5%. 
 
On 2 November 2016, 363 properties were sent to Collection House with a combined value 
of $439,477. 
 
Collection House collected $212,810 for the month of November. The outstanding amount 
for properties currently with debt collection is $542,769. 
 
Council has 201 properties with approved payment arrangements, totalling $106,934. 
 
The Sale of Land process is now underway, with $210,837 likely to be collected over the 
coming 6 months. 
 
Sundry Debtors 
 

The total outstanding for Sundry Debtors as at 30 November 2016 is $803,443 which is 
made up of the following: 
 

 
 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 
 
Nil 
  

QTC Loans $6,808,338 

 
 

 

 

Current 30 days 60 days 90 + days 

$692,159 $57,566 $36,920 $16,798 

86% 7% 5% 2% 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Corporate & Community Services 
Financial Accountant 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 

Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the financial report to be 
presented to local government if the local government holds its ordinary meetings more 
frequently (than once per month) - to a meeting in each month. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Financial Statements 
 
Date Prepared:  7 December 2016 
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ITEM-11 REQUEST TO AMEND COUNCIL'S AUTHORISED BANK 
SIGNATORIES  

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Finance 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to request an amendment to Council’s authorised bank 
signatories due to the appointment of the new Management Accountant. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council:  
 
1. authorise the amendment to bank signatories; and 
2. delegate authority to the CEO to further appoint or remove bank signatories as and 
when  personnel changes occur." 
 

BACKGROUND 

It is intended that the new Management Accountant be added as a signatory to the National 
Australia Bank accounts effective immediately. 
 
As and when there are personnel changes in certain positions there is the requirement to 
remove and amend the signatories with the National Australia Bank and this should not 
necessitate a Council report. However, should an additional position require signing powers, 
this will be brought to Council for a decision. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

N/A 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Corporate and Community Services 
 
External 
Nil 
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LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Revised 2016/17 Capital Works budget 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
N/A 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  2 December 2016 
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COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
 

ITEM-12 KURANDA COMMUNITY PRECINCT STRATEGIC PLAN  
 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Senior Community Wellbeing Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Kuranda Community Precinct Advisory Committee has developed a Strategic Plan 
which is presented to Council for consideration and endorsement. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council accept and endorse the Kuranda Community Precinct Strategic Plan 2016-
2021." 
 

BACKGROUND 

The Kuranda Community Precinct Advisory Committee is appointed by Council to act as a 
conduit between Council and community, and to ensure that the Precinct is developed with 
input from the community. 
 
The development of the Strategic Plan was underpinned by community views and 
aspirations established during the Community Engagement and Research Project 
(September 2011); and expanded on in subsequent years. These views and aspirations 
have evolved, and are reflected in the Terms of Reference and the recently endorsed 
Kuranda Community Precinct Hiring Guidelines. 
 
The Strategic Plan details the goals for the future of the Precinct and identifies seven (7) 
Priority Projects which were determined through a formal prioritisation process. The 
methodology is explained in Appendix 1 of the Plan, and the Priority Projects Assessment 
Matrix details the results of the process. 
 
The Strategic Plan has been developed to support a flexible response to changing 
community aspirations, while still establishing the future direction by way of well-considered 
projects and priorities. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

COM 2 - Conduct an analysis of current community facilities and develop a Shire wide 
community facilities plan to guide the assessment of maintenance programmes, possible 
capital upgrades of existing facilities and community requests for new facilities and ensure 
equity of access. 
 
COM 3 - Encourage the building of strong partnerships with community, private sector and 
government so as to build community capacity and develop strategies to encourage and 
support leadership and self-responsibility in the community.  
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Mayor 
Councillors 
Chief Executive Officer 
Manager Community Wellbeing 
 
External 
Kuranda Community Precinct Advisory Committee 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Kuranda Community Precinct Advisory Committee will be informed of the outcome of 
this report. 
 
The new Kuranda Community Precinct Strategic Plan will be published on Council's website.  
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft KCP Strategic Plan v1.0 
2. Priority Projects Assessment Matrix 
3. Terms of Reference Kuranda Community Precinct Advisory Committee - May 2016  
4. KCP Community Engagement Summary [September 2011] 

 
Date Prepared:  9 December 2016 

 
  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 198 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ITEM-13 COMMUNITY LEASING POLICY  
 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Community Wellbeing 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The MSC Community and Recreation Lease Policy has been reviewed to ensure consistent, 
transparent and fair arrangements for community groups that have exclusive occupation and 
use of Council land and facilities. Council is committed to supporting not for profit community 
groups to have access to affordable space for community activities and differentiates the 
level of support based on level of commerciality. 
 
This report presents the proposed Community Leasing Policy and the proposed amended 
Rate Rebate and Remission Policy and Community Partnerships Program Policy, through 
which Council will provide subsidies to eligible community groups. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council approve the: 
•   Community Leasing Policy; 
•   the amended Rate Rebate and Remission Policy 2016/2017; and 
•   the amended Community Partnerships Program Policy." 
 

BACKGROUND 

1. Purpose and Objectives  
 
A community lease is one instrument by which Council can provide community groups with 
the right to occupy Council land and facilities. Other instruments include: commercial leases, 
community management of hall agreements, and user group agreements. Subsidised 
community leasing recognises the significant community benefit provided by not for profit 
community groups. These subsidies ensure that community groups are able to affordably 
manage Council land and facilities and are set at a level that is sustainable by ratepayers. 
 
The MSC Community and Recreation Lease Policy has been reviewed to ensure consistent, 
transparent and fair arrangements for community groups that have exclusive occupation and 
use of Council land and facilities. The review has necessitated the amendment of the Rate 
Rebate and Remission Policy and the Community Partnerships Program Policy. This is 
because the rate and charge remissions for community lessees and assistance towards the 
water consumption costs of community lessees will be delivered through these policies 
respectively. 
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2. Scope 
 
The proposed Community Leasing Policy covers leases with community groups that have 
exclusive occupancy and use of a Council facility or land to conduct community activities for 
community benefit. 
 
The Rate Rebate and Remission Policy and the Community Partnerships Program Policy 
provide respectively for: general property rate and charge remissions; and financial 
assistance towards water consumption costs. 
 
For the purposes of these policies, a 'community group' is a not for profit incorporated 
organisation or association with membership available to the whole community. They rely 
predominantly on volunteer labour, community fundraising, membership fees and donations 
and do not receive state or federal operational grants nor rely on a fee for service business 
model. 
 
3. MSC Community Leasing Policy 
 
It is proposed that a standard community lease with universal terms and conditions, roles 
and responsibilities be executed between Council and each community group with exclusive 
occupancy of Council land and facilities. The following terms are proposed: 
 
•    Community lessees will be offered a ten year lease term. Council will absorb the costs 

associated with the preparation and maintenance of the lease, thereby not charge an 
administration fee or rent. Legal costs will not be charged provided the standard 
documents are utilised. 

 
•    Community lessees will be financially responsible for the following: operating expenses, 

general property rates, water access charge, waste management levy, sewerage 
charge, rural fire levy, water consumption costs, waste collection service, State 
Emergency Management Levy, ground maintenance, building and facilities 
maintenance, general building insurance, contents insurance, public liability insurance 
and work health and safety requirements. 

 
The proposed Community Leasing Policy outlines the community lease conditions, eligibility, 
application and renewal processes. 
 
4. Council Assistance to Community Groups 
 
Council is committed to supporting not for profit community groups to have access to 
affordable space for community activities. Council does not subsidise commercial activity 
and to reflect this intention, community groups will be assessed according to their level of 
commerciality, and assigned (by Council) to one of two community group types. The 
categorisation of community groups, based on commerciality, enables Council to make 
available fair and transparent assistance to community groups irrespective of whether or not 
they occupy Council land or facilities. Council will offer a higher level assistance to Type A - 
Limited Commerciality Community Groups than those assessed as Type B - Substantial 
Commerciality Community Groups. 
 
Council will provide assistance to eligible community groups by way of general property rate 
and charge remissions (for sewerage charges, water access charges, waste management 
levy and rural fire levy.) These remissions will be delivered through the Rate Rebate and 
Remission Policy. Financial assistance towards water consumption costs will be available 
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under the Community Partnerships Program Policy. These two policies have been amended 
to detail the eligibility of community groups for remissions, the remission calculation and 
application process and to align with the Community Leasing Policy. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Key Strategic Priority - Community - Communities across the area share a sense of common 
identify whilst retaining local diversity and enjoy equitable access to services and facilities 
based on effective partnerships. 
 
COM 2 - Conduct an analysis of current community facilities and develop a shire wide plan 
to guide the assessment of maintenance programmes, possible capital upgrades and 
community requests for new facilities. 
 
COM 3 - Encourage the building of strong partnerships with community, private sector and 
government so as to build community capacity and develop strategies to encourage and 
support leadership and self-responsibility in the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Community Wellbeing 
Development and Governance 
Finance 
Water and Waste 
Technical Services (Facilities) 
 
External 
Tablelands Regional Council 
Cairns Regional Council 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Community Leasing Policy 
Rate Rebate and Remission Policy 
Community Partnerships Program Policy 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
No impact on 2016/2017 budget. Amendments to the CPP budget will be considered during 
budget planning for 2017/2018 financial year. 
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Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Amendments to the CPP budget will be considered during budget planning for 2017/2018. 
The estimated cost to extend assistance to all Type A groups is less than $10,000 per year. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Engagement of community groups regarding the proposed Community Leasing Policy will 
commence in January 2017 according to priority. The Community Leasing Policy will come 
into effect immediately. The amended rate and charge remissions and water consumption 
contributions will be available from July 2017. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1.   Community Leasing Policy 
2.   Rate Rebate and Remission Policy 
3.   Community Partnerships Program Policy 
 
 
Date Prepared:  24 November 2016. 
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ATTACHMENT 1
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 255 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 256 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 257 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 258 

 
 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 259 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 260 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 261 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 262 

 
 

 
 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 263 

 
 

ITEM-14 COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM REQUEST 
FOR ASSISTANCE FROM DIMBULAH FOOTBALL CLUB  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Senior Engagement Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Dimbulah Football Club has requested a $15,000 interest free loan with repayments to 
be made over 3 years. The Club has recently been successful in securing a $93,500 grant 
from the Department of National Parks, Sport and Racing for the establishment of two (2) 
new fields. The Club has demonstrated their financial ability to meet their obligations as part 
of the grant agreement but they would like to spread the financial outlay over a longer period 
of time. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council approve a $15,000 community loan (3 year repayment term and interest free) 
to the Dimbulah Football Club in accordance with the Community Loans Policy." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council supported the Dimbulah Football Club's application to the "Get Playing Places and 
Spaces" Program with a letter of support and provided in-kind assistance by surveying the 
levels of the proposed playing fields. 
 
The two new fields will enable the Club to continue to provide safe sporting facilities for 
young people and the Club hopes to grow its membership as a result of the improved 
facilities. 
 
History of Contributions 
 
Other than annual Rate and Charges Remissions for Water Consumption Fees for the 
Club's sporting fields there have been no contributions. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

COM 3 Encourage the building of strong partnerships with community, private sector and 
government so as to build community capacity and develop strategies to encourage and 
support leadership and self-responsibility in the community. 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Senior Community Wellbeing Officers 
CEO 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Community Partnerships Policy  
Community Loans Policy  
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
N/A 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Follow-up letter and arrangements required if loan is approved. 
 
 
Date Prepared:  12 December 2016 
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INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND CUSTOMER SERVICE 
 

ITEM-15 MAREEBA NEW CEMETERY - FULL GRAVE SLAB 
CAPACITY  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Coordinator Customer Service 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is rapidly running out of space in the denominational Full Grave Slab sections of the 
Mareeba New cemetery and is seeking to identify a new section to be utilised once these 
have reached full capacity. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION  

"That Council approve the allocation of a new non-denominational Headstone on Beam 
section within the Mareeba New cemetery." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council officers have identified an area of land within the Mareeba New cemetery which can 
be developed to allow for further non-denominational interments. This area is immediately 
adjacent to the existing Mausoleum Free Standing section as indicated in Attachment 1. 
 
To enable Council to maximise the usage of the new section the intent would be to construct 
a concrete beam to allow for Headstone on Beam interments, and discontinue the support 
for Full Grave Slab interments. Refer to Attachment 2 for an indicative image of a Headstone 
on Beam configuration. 
 
The Mareeba New cemetery supports multiple Full Grave Slab sections, which are currently 
segregated by religious denominations. It is the only cemetery in the shire which is 
configured in this way. 
 
Following an interment the Full Grave Slab section allows the family of the deceased to 
construct a memorial which covers the entire plot. It is proposed that once the 
denominational sections are fully utilised no additional denominational or any full grave slab 
sections will be provided as there is insufficient space available. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Nil 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Manager Systems and Customer Service 
Co-ordinator Customer Service 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Cemeteries Policy - Section 7; Cemeteries Operations 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Funding for the construction of a concrete beam will be sought in FY18. 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Advise respective funeral directors. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Map of proposed Headstone on Beam section 
2. Example of Headstone on Beam configuration 
 
Date Prepared:  8 December 2016 

 
  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 267 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

ITEM-16 TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE - MINUTES OF 
MEETING HELD 6 DECEMBER 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Minutes of the Mareeba Shire Council Traffic Advisory Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, 
6 December 2016 are presented for Council’s information. 
 
The action items presented in the minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) are 
recommendations to Council. Council's endorsement or contrary view of the 
recommendations is required. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council note the minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee Meeting held 
6 December 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

The Traffic Advisory Committees (TAC) is a consultative committee of Council established to 
raise community and other representative body concerns in relation to traffic conditions with 
Council and the Department of Transport and Main Roads. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

COM 3 - Encourage the building of strong partnerships with community, private sector and 
government so as to build community capacity and develop strategies to encourage and 
support leadership and self-responsibility in the community 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
Nil 
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LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Internal resources for investigation and follow up actions. 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minutes of Mareeba Shire Council Traffic Advisory Committee Meeting held 
6 December 2016. 

 
Date Prepared:  7 December 2016 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

ITEM-17 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES - TECHNICAL SERVICES 
MONTHLY ACTIVITIES REPORT - NOVEMBER 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Technical Services 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Technical Services Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report summaries Council's Technical Services activities undertaken by Fleet, Design, 
Soils Lab, Survey, Quality, GIS, Project Management and Investigation Sections of 
Infrastructure Services during the month of November 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council receive and note the Infrastructure Services Technical Services Monthly 
Report for the month of November 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT SECTION 
 
Design 
 

 2016/17 Capital Works 
- Springmount Road, Arriga - Formation rehabilitation, widening and seal - 

ongoing 
- Myola Road, Kuranda - Formation widening and seal - complete, line marking 

required 
- Bowers Street, Mareeba - Road reconstruction - Design complete 
- Iluka Street, Mareeba - Road pavement widening - Design complete 
- Euluma Creek Road, Julatten - Causeway Upgrade - Design complete 
- Ray Road, Mareeba, - Formation widening and seal - Undergoing design stage 
- St Stephen's Catholic College Pick-Up / Drop-Off Zone, McIver Road, Mareeba - 

Design Complete. 
- Cater Road, Mareeba - Inlet pit design for drainage issues 
- Bolwarra Road, Tate River Crossing Renewal and Upgrade - Letter of 

acceptance sent to GHD for approval to begin design and documentation 
- Thongon Street, Kuranda - Replace damaged kerb and channel - Design 
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 Mareeba Waste Transfer Station - Station upgrade design - ongoing.  

 Leadingham Creek Road, Dimbulah - Bridge Upgrade - Submissions received from 
consultants and evaluated,  letter of acceptance sent to GHD for approval to begin 
design and documentation 

 CBD Traffic Study tender closed 
- TMR have offered to contribute up to $55k (+GST) matching Council's funding 

allocation 
- Tender responses received by MSC / TMR which are pending evaluation. 

Evaluations to take place the week commencing December 12 
Soils Lab 
 

 External Contractors - Council provided services to 7 external agencies and 
Councils 

Survey 
 
Surveys were undertaken at: 

 Mareeba Landfill 

 Rob Veivers Drive, Kuranda - Control Survey works only 

 Thongon Street Kerb and Channel 

 Wessel Road 

 Ray Road Widening 

 Heritage Centre Lease 

 Myola Road Widening 

 Springmount Road Widening 

 Lawson Street Footpath 

 Bowers Street Rehabilitation 

GIS 
 

 Collecting Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) data for various projects; 
- Mareeba CBD footpaths 
- Kuranda Sewerage Treatment Plant for use in environmental compliance 

documents 

 Editing water, roads and stormwater GIS layers including collating data on 
completed capital works projects for capitalisation eg Mareeba Swimming Pool 

 Generating an orthomosaic photo, 3D model and animation of the new Mareeba 
Sewerage Treatment Plant from aerial photos captured by UAV 

 External maps, layers and queries such as Transport and Main Roads request for 
MSC gazetted roads and Mutchilba township map 

 Various internal maps, layers, data such as investigating the addition of a cemetery 
layer to MapInfo interface, maps for communities projects, weeds maps, creating 
styled KMZ of sewerage layers for Water Services outdoor staff to use on mobile 
phones, map of Burke Developmental Road seal proposals, working on gravel layer 
and extractive industry layer 

 Organising purchase of 2015 imagery from DNRM for MapInfo 

 Meeting with MapInfo representatives to discuss future MapInfo interface options 
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Technical Investigations 
 

 St Stephen's Catholic College Pick-up / Drop-Off Zone, McIver Road, Mareeba 
- Site meetings with the school representatives to ascertain requirements and 

locations 
- Liaise with Design Section for plans 

 Kuranda Heritage Markets request for road closure over reserve adjacent to 
markets 
- Site Visit, met with owner to discuss concerns and possible options 
- Applications to DNRM for road closure/ road licence over area 
- Investigate possible signage to deter unwarranted parking 

 
SUBDIVISIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS 

Subdivisions 

 Current - Under construction 
- Amaroo Stage 8 (90% completed) 
- Mt Emerald Wind Farm - Irrigation Pipeline Protection Slab 

 On Maintenance - Monitoring for 12 months as the Defects Liability Period prior to 
becoming a Council Asset 
- Wylandra Stage 6B and 6C 
- Howe Farming - Kay Road - Drainage  
- Amaroo Stage 7  
- Bellevue Estate Stage 1A, 1B, 2 and 3 
- Hoolahan Drive - Construction of easement drainage 

 Operational Works 
- 112 Barnwell Road - Dam Construction (95% completed) 

 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

Building 

 Koah Hall, Place of Refuge - Contract work completed, finalising water treatment of 
existing bore water 

 Kuranda SES shed extension - Waiting final inspection. Electrical component to be 
completed by others 

 MSC Depot Soils Lab - Complete 

 Solar Tender - Rankin and Kowa Street offices - Tenders received and assessed. 
To be workshopped with Council 

2016-17 Reseals Bitumen and Asphalt Program 

 Bitumen reseals complete with exception of Chillagoe township 

 Fulton Hogan will complete the bitumen program pre-Christmas 

 Chettle Road rectification works scheduled under Defects Liability 

 Regional Asphalt Program currently out to Tender - commencement March-April 
2017 

 
FLEET AND WORKSHOP SECTION 

 Routine Vehicle/Plant Services 26 

 Planned routine maintenance 58 

 Breakdowns < 8 hrs Downtime 3 

 Breakdowns > 8 Hrs Downtime 1 
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FACILITIES SECTION 
 
Caravan Parks 

Dimbulah Caravan Park 

In November 2016, 408 bookings were recorded for Dimbulah Caravan Park. The total 
figures this year compared to October 2015 has slightly increased by 67. 
 

 
Figure 1. Monthly comparison Dimbulah Caravan Park 

 

Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park 

In November 2016, 390 bookings were recorded for Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park. 
The total figures this year compared to October 2015 has decreased by 217. 
 

 
Figure 2. Monthly comparison Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park 

 
 

 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Un-powered site Powered Sites Demountables Cabins

November Monthly Comparison  
Dimbulah Caravan Park 

Nov-15

Oct-16

Nov-16

 

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

Un-powered site Powered Sites Permanents in house

November Monthly Comparison  
Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park 

Nov-15

Oct-16

Nov-16



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 287 

 
 

Public Halls  

A total number of 115 hall bookings in November 2016 compared to last month of 137. 
Bookings have increased compared to November 2015 which was 71. 
 

 
Figure 3. Monthly comparison halls 

 
Swimming Pools 

For November 2016 the total number of patrons that used all 3 pools was 13,497. A 
slight decrease of 199 compared to November 2015. Mareeba Pool had 10,317 
patrons attend, Kuranda Aquatic Centre had 1,947 while Dimbulah had 1,233 patrons.  
 
Mareeba Swimming Pool recorded the best November in 8 years. 
 

 
Figure 4. Monthly comparison swimming pools 
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Park Hire 

Council parks recorded 26 bookings for the month of November 2016, a slight 
decrease of 5 from last month. 
 

 
Figure 5. Monthly comparison Park Hire 

 
Vandalism and Graffiti 

During November 2016, six reports of graffiti and vandalism were reported at: 
 

 Mareeba Arnold Park and Toilet block - Walsh Street Bus Shelter 

 Mareeba Sports Hall (aka PCYC Sports Hall) 

 Mareeba Old Bowls Club and Fence 
 

 
Currently there is no allocated budget for graffiti and vandalism, these costs are being 
booked to operational. 

 

Retransmission Sites 

On 8 and 9 November 2016 upgrades and activities were completed at the 
Retransmission sites located in Chillagoe and Speewah. 

Chillagoe 

 Hut was inspected and found in good condition. Hut secured to slab and cleaned 
from dust. 

 Equipment racks were inspected and cleaned. 

 TV equipment inspected and cleaned and found in good working condition. All the 
parameters were correct, output power was at optimal level, very low reflected 
power was found. 

 Satellite receivers, transcoder and remultiplexers were inspected and found in good 
working condition. 
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 New FM equipment installed (two satellite receivers with CAM cards and two 30W 
transmitters). 

 Mains voltage and air conditioners were inspected and found fully operational. 

 A new Remote Control Unit and Remote Mains Switch were installed and 
successfully tested. 

 Mast, antenna system and satellite dishes were inspected and found fully 
operational. 

Speewah 

 Relocation of all the TV and FM antenna systems onto the new 60m tower was 
completed and successfully tested. 

 Hut was inspected and found in good condition and cleaned of dust. 

 Equipment rack was inspected and cleaned. 

 TV equipment inspected and cleaned and found in good working condition. All the 
parameters were correct, output power was at optimal level, no reflected power was 
found. 

 Surge protection step-down transformer, remote mains switch and UPS were 
installed as planned. 

 Remote Control Unit was inspected and found fully operational. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
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IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  7 December 2016 
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WORKS 
 

ITEM-18 TMSC2016-16 PROCUREMENT OF TYPE 2.2 ROAD 
BASE - RAY ROAD REHABILITATION AND WIDENING 
PROJECT  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary  
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Works 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Works Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Tender TMSC2016-16 is for the supply and delivery of Type 2.2 Road Base for the Ray 
Road, Mareeba - Rehabilitation and widening project. 
 
The report provides a comparison of tenders received and makes a recommendation on the 
preferred tenderer. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council award Tender TMSC2016-16 Supply and Delivery of Type 2.2 Road Base - 
Ray Road, Mareeba Rehabilitation and Widening project to Wallace Quarrying and Mining at 
the following unit rates (GST Inclusive): 
 
- 10,000 tonnes Type 2.2 Road Base $20.95 per tonne 
 
amounting to a total value of $209,500.00 (inclusive of GST)." 
 

BACKGROUND 

A summary of the tenders received is as set out below. The tender from Wallace Quarrying 
& Mining is the most advantageous supply arrangement for Council. 
 

 
 

Submission From 
Amount 

(Approx 10,000 tonnes) 
Additional Information 

Wallace Quarrying & Mining Rate: $20.95 per tonne 
Total: $209,500.00 

Including GST 

Wongabel Quarries Rate: $35.20 per tonne 
Total: $352,000.00 

Including GST 

Pioneer Nth Qld Rate: $33.10 per tonne 
Total: $331,000.00 

Including GST 
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Wallace Quarrying & Mining is able to meet specification requirements with respect to gravel 
quality. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal  
Infrastructure Services staff 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Included in 2016/2017 budget 
 
Operating 
Included in 2016/2017 budget 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Advice is provided to residents and businesses affected by any activities. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
Date Prepared:  09 December 2016 
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ITEM-19 TMSC2016-17 PROCUREMENT OF FULL SERVICES 
SEAL EXLCUDING TRAFFIC CONTROL - RAY ROAD 
REHABILIATION AND WIDENING  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary  
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Works 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Works Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Tender TMSC2016-17 is for the supply and delivery of Full Service Seal excluding traffic 
control for the Ray Road, Mareeba -Rehabilitation and Widening Project. 
 
The report provides a comparison of tenders received and makes a recommendation on the 
preferred tenderer. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council award Tender TMSC2016-17 - Full Service Seal excluding Traffic Control - 
Ray Road, Mareeba to Pioneer North Qld at the following unit rates (GST Inclusive): 
 

" 
 

BACKGROUND 

A summary of the tenders received is as set out below. The tender from Pioneer North Qld is 
the most advantageous supply arrangement for Council. 
 

 
 

1
st

 Coat - Spray Rate 1.70 l/m² - 23,050m² 

Supply, Cart, Heat & Spray C170 Bitumen Litre 39,185 $1.056 $41,379.36 

Supply, Incorporate, Heat and Spray Bitumen Cutter @ 3% Litre 1,175 $1.87 $2,197.25 

Supply, Incorporate, Heat and Spray Adhesion Agent @ 0.5% Litre 196 $8.80 $1,724.80 

Supply, Load, Spread and Roll Pre-Coated 16mm Cover 
Aggregate @ 85m² per m³ 

M
3
 271 $139.15 $37,709.65 

2
nd

 Coat - Spray Rate 1.2 l/m² - 23,050m² 

Supply, Cart, Heat & Spray C170 Bitumen Litre 27,660 $1.034 $28,600.44 

Supply, Incorporate, Heat and Spray Adhesion Agent @ 0.5% Litre 138 $8.80 $1,214.40 

Supply, Load, Spread and Roll Pre-Coated 10mm Cover 
Aggregate @ 120m² per m³ 

M
3
 192 $132.00 $25,344.00 

TOTAL:    $138,169.50 

 

Submission From 
Amount 

(Approx 10,000 tonnes) 
Additional Information 

Pioneer Nth Qld $138,169.50 Including GST 

FGF Bitumen $152,975.35 Including GST 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal  
Infrastructure Services staff 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Included in 2016/2017 budget 
 
Operating 
Included in 2016/2017 budget 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Advice is provided to residents and businesses affected by any activities. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  09 December 2016 
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ITEM-20 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES - WORKS SECTION 
PROGRESS REPORT - NOVEMBER 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary  
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Works 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Works Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report sets out works undertaken by the Transport Infrastructure, Parks and Gardens 
and Bridge Sections of Infrastructure Services during the month of November 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council receive and note the Infrastructure Services, Transport Infrastructure, Parks 
and Gardens and Bridge Sections, Progress Report for the month of November 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Works Group 
 
Maintenance Activities 
Maintenance activities accruing more than $1,000 in expenditure were carried out in 
November at the following locations: 
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The table below shows the current budget position of road maintenance for Mareeba Shire 
Council. 
 

 
  

Description Activity 

Leafgold Weir Road, Dimbulah Slashing, tree clearing / vegetation management  

Hurricane Road, Hurricane Grading unsealed roads  

Churchill Creek Road, Julatten Grading unsealed roads, road furniture  

Clacherty Road, Julatten Culvert repairs, slashing, grading unsealed roads, road furniture 

Euluma Creek Road, Julatten Culvert repairs, road furniture, slashing  

McDougall Road, Julatten Grading unsealed roads, road furniture  

Morrish Road, Julatten Grading unsealed roads, road furniture, slashing  

Mount Lewis Road, Julatten Clean Inlet/Outlets culverts, Culvert Repairs, Grading Unsealed Roads, 
Slashing  

Nine Mile Road, Julatten Clean Inlet/Outlets culverts, grading unsealed roads, road furniture, slashing  

Pinnacle Road, Julatten Road furniture, grading unsealed roads, road furniture, slashing  

Rasmussen Road, Julatten Grading unsealed roads  

Black Mountain Road, Julatten Culvert repairs, slashing, grading unsealed roads, road furniture 

Barron Falls Road, Kuranda Bitumen patching, road furniture, slashing 

Meeroo Street, Kuranda Bitumen patching  

Oak Forest Road, Kuranda Clean Inlet/Outlets culverts, slashing  

Byrnes Street, Mareeba Concrete footpath maintenance, road furniture  

East Mary Road, Mt Carbine Grading unsealed roads, road furniture  

Mt Spurgeon Road, Mt Carbine Grading unsealed roads, road furniture 

Pump Road, Mt Carbine Bitumen patching, grading unsealed roads  

Carbine Landfill Access, Mt Carbine Grading unsealed roads  

 

Description Activity 

No Name Road 112 opposite 
Mt Spurgeon, Mt Carbine 

Grading unsealed roads  

Wetherby Road, Mt Molloy Clean Inlet/Outlets culverts, grading unsealed roads, road furniture  

Wessel Road, Mt Molloy Clean Inlet/Outlets culverts, grading unsealed roads, road furniture  

McLeod Road, Mutchilba Slashing  

Ganyan Drive, Speewah Bitumen patching, slashing  

Speewah Road, Speewah Clean Inlet/Outlets culverts, Slashing, Tree Clearing / Vegetation 
Management  

Bischoff Mill Road -Watsonville Grading unsealed roads  

Walsh River Road, Watsonville Grading unsealed roads  

 

Annual Budget Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual 

$3,294,997 $1,368,622 $1,366,021 
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Capital Works 

Myola Road , Kuranda - Pavement Rehabilitation, Widen and Seal 

Pavement rehabilitation and widening works continued at Myola Road, Kuranda in 
November and sealing and hydromulching works were completed late November. The 
project is 1,063m in length and extends from Warrill Creek to Barnwell Road. 

Line marking and bike lane delineation will be carried out mid-December. 

The funding for the project was 50% R2R and 50% TIDS. 
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Euluma Creek Road Causeway Upgrade 

Work commenced on the extension of the existing causeway on Euluma Creek Road at 
Julatten in mid-November. The project was completed by the end of November and the road 
was reopened to traffic on 2 December. 

The existing causeway was asphalt overlayed and the concrete extended 13m towards 
Morrish Road and 50m towards Devil Devil Creek. 

Works were completed under time and under budget. The funding for the causeway upgrade 
was 60% Contribution and 40% Community Resilience Program. 
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Springmount Road Widening and Pavement Upgrade 

Works commenced early November on pavement widening and upgrade at Springmount 
Road, Arriga. The scope of the project includes the widening of the existing formation to 
8.0m, increasing the sealed width to 7.0m, reinstating existing driveways, extending existing 
culverts and the installation of guardrail protection around Ergon infrastructure. 

Works are proceeding on time and within budget and the application of a two coat bitumen 
seal is programmed for the second week in December. 

The funding for the project is 50% TIDS and 50% Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity 
Program. 
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Step Renewal, Coondoo Street Kuranda 

The steps leading from the old Kuranda Library Car Park to Coondoo Street were upgraded 
in November. The existing steps and pathway were becoming uneven and broken due to 
tree root invasion from nearby trees. 
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TMR Burke Developmental Road Gravel Resheet 

Work commenced in mid-November on the gravel resheeting of 4km of the 
Burke Developmental Road between Almaden and Chillagoe. 

The scope of the project includes treatment of the existing subgrade and overlaying with 
150mm of running course gravel, cleaning and re-establishing table drains and installing 
rock check dams to assist in erosion control. 

The works are valued at $630,000 and is programmed for completion in the second week of 
December. 

 

 

TMR Routine Maintenance Performance Contract (RMPC) 

Routine maintenance activities were undertaken during November 2016 at the following 
location; 

 

 
The total claim to DTMR for the works listed above for the month of November 2016 was 
$89,647.11. 
 

  

Primary Location Activity Name 

Burke Developmental Road Edge repair (Manual) min 1 tonne. includes traffic control 

 Pothole patching, includes traffic control 

 Repair or replace guide markers 

 Repair signs (excluding guide signs) 

Kennedy Highway / Cairns / Mareeba Rest area servicing 

Mossman / Mt Molloy Road Clean and/or paint guide markers 

 Clean earth and concrete surface drains, includes traffic control 

 Other culvert, pipe and pit work 

 Other surface drain work 

 Other vegetation control works 

 Repair Signs (excluding guide signs) 

 Roadside litter collection, rural 

Mulligan Highway / Mt Molloy / Lakeland Rest area servicing 

 Roadside litter collection, rural 

 Incident management, emergency callout 

 Clean and/or paint guide markers 

 Repair or replace guide markers 

Mulligan Highway / Mareeba / Mt Molloy Edge repair (Manual) min 1 tonne. includes traffic control 

 Other furniture repairs 
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Parks and Gardens Section 
 
Maintenance Activities 
Parks and Gardens maintenance activities accruing more than $1,000 in expenditure were 
carried out in November at the following locations: 
 

 
 
The table below shows the current budget position of Parks and Gardens maintenance for 
Mareeba Shire Council. 
 

 
 
Bridge Section 
 
Maintenance Activities 
Bridge maintenance activities accruing more than $1,000 in expenditure were carried out in 
November at the following locations: 
 

 

Location 

Parks and Gardens, Chillagoe 

Basalt Gully and Bi-Centennial Lakes, Mareeba 

Mary Andrews Gardens, Mareeba 

Arnold Park, Mareeba 

Centenary Park, Mareeba 

Byrnes Street Medians, Mareeba 

Council Office and Library, Mareeba 

Railway Park, Dimbulah 

Jensen Park, Mareeba 

Parks, Library, CBD and Streets, Kuranda 

Esplanade, Kuranda 

Roscommon Park, Speewah 

Borzi Park, Mareeba 

Davies Park, Mareeba 

Vains Park, Mt Molloy 

Recreational Reserves including Tennis Court, Chillagoe 

Street Mowing, Mareeba 

Nursery, Mareeba 

Furniture and Playground Equipment 

Sunset / Sunbird Park, Mareeba 

Pressure Cleaning CBD Footpaths, Kuranda 

 

Annual Budget Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual 

$1,545,967 $644,587 $717,556 

 

Location 

Inspections 

Inspections and general expenses 
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Annual Budget Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual 

$514,697 $213,307 $101,275 

 
Mareeba Shire Council's bridge inspection program has been formalised and is operating 
under a works order system. Three hundred and thirty-two (332) bridges and major culverts 
have been identified as requiring inspection within our local roads network. 
 
To date two hundred and five (205) inspections have been completed. 
 
Land Protection Section 
 

 
 

NAMAC: The Natural Assets Management Advisory Committee held their quarterly meet at 

Mareeba Shire Council in November. The meeting included all local government Biosecurity 

Officers from the FNQROC region where 3 monthly work plans were tabled. 

Tramp Ants: Mareeba Shire contributes to the State driven eradication programs on Yellow 

Crazy Ants and Electric Ants in Kuranda by brush cutting undergrowth and spray areas of 

Giant Bramble so that the operators can gain access to carry out control works 

Gamba Grass: Revisit and respray as necessary, Gamba Grass in our eradication area on 

the Upper Leadingham Creek (Walsh Catchment) and on the Hodgkinson River (Upper 

Mitchell River Catchment). This work involves Council installing a buffer that is clear of 

Gamba Grass between the eastern and western catchments and is strategically pushing the 

grass down the western fall of the rivers. 

Parthenium Weed: The known, mapped sites were revisited to ensure that the affected 

landowners are complying with their obligation to remove all plants prior to flowering. All are 

complying. Biosecurity staff followed up two calls of suspected Parthenium outbreaks (both 

proved negative) and properties were inspected in and around Mt Molloy that were at risk of 

harbouring the weed. Biosecurity officers report that no new infestations were located in 

November. 

Jatropha Curcas (Kosters Curse) and the Two Miconia species: All of these plants pose 

a serious risk to the continued biodiversity of our rainforests. They also have the ability to 

disrupt grazing systems, infest horticulture farms, and affect the amenity of rural residents 

adjacent to the forests. Working in conjunction with Biosecurity Queensland and affected 

landowners Council has surveyed forests, creek lines and old logging roads in Kuranda and 

Julatten. All plants found are removed, seeds collected for deep burial in landfill and the sites 

are mapped on to Council and Government GIS for future revisits. 

Rubber Vine and Bellyache Bush: Council has been working with affected property 

owners and the Mitchell River Group on Emu Creek and Gibb Creek. Officers have been re-

treating these woody weeds in the riparian areas of this catchment. This has been a long 

running, strategically driven removal program. Staff have implemented fully integrated 

Annual Budget Year to Date Budget Year to Date Actual 

$394,729 $151,167 $188,226 
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control methods from mechanical removal, fire, herbicides and biological controls. The top 

half of these works are now free of these weedy plants while the creek from Petford down to 

the junction with the Walsh River is still going to require follow up control work. The entire 

area treated is approximately 1,450 hectares. 

Vertebrate Pests: The large pastoral propertied west of Chillagoe have co-operated in a 

co-ordinated 1080 baiting program. This area of country covers approximately 1,200 square 

kilometres. Meeting with this cross section of pastoralists from a diverse range of country 

and vegetation types gives officers the opportunity to show brochures and fact sheets of the 

pest plants that may be present on their runs and to ask them to be aware and to report any 

suspected sightings. Early detection and intervention gives Council the best opportunity to 

effectively remove the plants before becoming too widely spread. 

 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Infrastructure Services staff 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Included in 2016/2017 budget 
 
Operating 
Included in 2016/2017 budget 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
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If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Advice is provided to residents and businesses affected by any activities. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  9 December 2016 
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WATER & WASTE 

ITEM-21 WATER ALLOCATIONS TEMPORARY LEASE  
 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Water and Waste 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

At Council's directive all seven (7) lots of 100 megalitres (7 x 100 ML) of medium priority 
water allocations (specific volume to be determined subject to the Announced Allocation) 
owned by Council were tendered for temporary lease in October 2016. 
 
Four submissions were received; three from farming enterprises and one from an industrial-
agricultural related company. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council: 
 

1. accept the tendered offer of $157.00 per ML for seven (7) lots of 70 megalitres 
medium priority water allocations for the remainder of this Water Year (subject to the 
Announced Allocation) from Rosella Sub TC Pty Ltd, and 

2. authorise Council Officers to negotiate with Rosella Sub TC Pty Ltd for any additional 
available Water Allocation that Sunwater grants for these lots at the tendered offer of 
$157.00 per ML, and 

3. enter into a legally binding agreement for the continuation of the Temporary Transfer 
arrangement for a further three (3) years with an option for a further one (1) year at a 
mutually agreed price per ML." 

 

BACKGROUND 

The QLD Government have established a statutory planning framework for the sustainable 
allocation and management of Queensland’s water resources through the Water Act 2000 
(the Act). Resource Operations Plans (ROP) are subordinate legislature under the Act which 
set out the water sharing rules for each river catchment system within QLD. The Barron 
River ROP1 is split into two water sharing areas: 

 
- Supplemented, and 
- Un-supplemented 

______________________ 
1
 For more information in relation to the Barron ROP please refer to: https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/catchments-

planning/catchments/barron 
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The supplemented area is managed by SunWater and is operated under a Resource 
Operations Licence (ROL). 
 
The Barron ROP allows for the temporary and permanent water trading1 within the 
supplemented area managed by SunWater. 
 
As the ROL holder SunWater sets the Announced Allocation2 (AA). The AA relates to the 
volume of water stored in Tinaroo Falls Dam (TFD)) at the start of the Water Year (which for 
this scheme coincides with the financial year) and determines how many megalitres of each 
WA may be drawn from the system. If at the start of the water year the dam is overflowing 
then the AA will automatically be set as 100% and will not change throughout the water year. 
However if the dam water level is below the spillway then the AA will be calculated by 
SunWater and announced as a percentage less than 100%. The AA remains unchanged 
unless inflow to the dam increases, which may lead to an increase in the AA. 
 
Seven medium priority WA's of 100 ML each, owned by Council and not previously used 
(nor designated for use in the foreseeable future), were recently offered for temporary lease 
(known within the industry as Temporary Transfer) to the public via tender. 
 
At the start of the present water year SunWater set the AA to 70% and was unchanged at 
the start of this tender. This meant that out of 700 ML Medium Priority Water Allocations held 
by Council there were 490 ML available for Tender. However, prior to the tender closing (15 
November 2016) the AA rose to 75% which means that there is now 525 ML available for 
Temporary Transfer (TT). 
 
The tender closed 11.00 AM AEST Tuesday 15 November 2016 and four submissions were 
received.  
 
Submissions Received 
 

 
 
The clear choice from these submissions is Rosella Sub TC Pty Ltd as their submission was 
for all of the available water for the highest return to Council.   
  

                                                
1
 For more information in relation to Water Trading please refer to: https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/water/managing-

accessing/markets-trading 

 
2
 For more information regarding the Announced Allocation in relation to the Mareeba Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme please 

refer to: http://www.sunwater.com.au/schemes/mareeba-dimbulah/scheme-information/announced-allocations 

Tenderer 
No 

of Lots 

Nominal 
Allocation 
ML per Lot 

Months 
Nominated 

Price per ML 
(Ex GST) 

Total price 
(Ex GST) 

Colin, Louise and Nathan Foyster 
(Aussie Orchards) 

4 70 7 $130.00 $36,400.00 

Rosella Sub TC Pty Ltd 7 70 7 $157.00 $76,930.00 

Lecker Farming P/L 1 70 7 $155.00 $10,850.00 

MSF Sugar Limited 7 70 6 $73.57 $36,050.00 
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Recommendation 
It is recommended that should Council approve the temporary transfer of water to Rosella 
Sub TC Pty Ltd by tender for the remainder of this water year, that Council also approve 
Council Officers to negotiate with Rosella Sub TC Pty Ltd for: 
 

1. the increased volume of water, 525 ML (75% of AA) at $157.00 per ML amounting to 
$82,425, and  

2. to further negotiate and enter into a contract with Rosella Sub TC Pty Ltd for a price 
per megalitre for a period of up to three years for all available water (subject to AA). 

 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

COM 3 - Encourage the building of strong partnerships with community, private sector and 
government so as to build community capacity and develop strategies to encourage and 
support leadership and self-responsibility in the community. 
 
ECON 2 - In partnership with local business, industry groups and economic and regional 
development organisations, continue to develop strategies to assist, strengthen, develop and 
promote existing and new businesses and industries. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Manager Finance 
Engineer Water and Waste 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Local Government Act 2009 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Nil 
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If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Open tender process 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  8 December 2016 
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ITEM-22 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES - WATER AND 
WASTEWATER GROUP - MONTHLY OPERATIONS - 
NOVEMBER 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Water and Waste 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council’s Water and Wastewater activities 
undertaken by the Infrastructure Services Department during the month of November 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council receive and note the November 2016 Monthly Water and Wastewater Report." 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

GOV 3 Undertake a whole of Council service level review to establish sustainable 
operational costs across core local government business and consult with communities. 
 
1. Capital and Maintenance Works Projects 

 Tender received and assessed for the Kuranda Suburban Water Security Upgrade 
project. 

 The shed extension works for the sludge management facility underway with the 
concrete slab extension complete, shed extension works to be delivered next. 
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2. Environmental Monitoring - Treatment 

 Mareeba STP compliant with Transitional Environmental Plan (TEP) 

 Kuranda STP remains compliant with licence conditions 
 
 
3. Budget - Water 

Graphical - Revenue 

 
 
Graphical – Expense 
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4. Budget - Wastewater 

Graphical - Revenue 

 
 
Graphical – Expense 

 
 

 
 
5. Chlorine Residual Readings 
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Chlorine Residual Readings 2016
Australian Drinking Water Guidelines Maximum 5mg/L

November 2016 Wed 2nd Fri 4th Mon 7th Wed 9th Fri 11th Mon 14th Wed 16th Fri 18th Mon 21st Wed 23rd Fri 25th Mon 28th Wed 30th

Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L) Free Cl (mg/L)

Mareeba Rankine St 1.17 1.19 1.12 1.18 1.12 0.89 1.15 1.19 1.15 1.18 1.15 1.16 1.06

Wylandra Drive Mareeba 0.90 0.70 0.54 0.56 0.67 0.39 0.44 0.71 0.88 0.78 1.14 0.82 0.51

Gregory Terrace Kuranda 1.01 1.08 0.93 0.69 0.74 0.59 0.78 0.80 0.75 0.81 0.90 0.61 0.75

Mason Rd PS Kuranda 1.06 0.96 1.10 1.00 0.95 0.85 0.90 0.81 0.83 0.68 0.88 0.93 0.67

Chillagoe 0.88 0.89 0.76 0.97 0.72 0.80 0.94 0.66 0.65 0.73 0.76 0.72 0.83

Dimbulah 1.02 1.01 0.95 1.17 1.20 0.86 0.70 1.12 1.14 1.13 1.14 1.13 0.97
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 Mareeba Water Supply Scheme – Operations Data 

 
 

 
 
7. Kuranda Water Supply Scheme - Operations Data 
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8. Mount Molloy Water Supply Scheme - Operations Data 
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9. Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme - Operations Data 

 
 

 
 

10. Chillagoe Water Supply Scheme - Operations Data 
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11. Mareeba Wastewater Treatment Plant - Operations Data 
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12. Kuranda Wastewater Treatment Plant - Operations Data 

 
 
Date Prepared:  6 November 2016 
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ITEM-23 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES - WASTE OPERATIONS 
REPORT - NOVEMBER 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Manager Water and Waste 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Group 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report summarises Council’s Waste activities undertaken by the Infrastructure Services 
Department during the month of November 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council receive and note the Infrastructure Services, Waste Operations Progress 
Report, November 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
Summary of Waste Activities 
 
The following is a 'snapshot' of the waste activities undertaken during the month of 
November 2016. 
 
1. Waste Operations 

 

 4,791 vehicles entered Mareeba waste facility (to drop off or pick waste). 

 539 vehicles deposited waste to Mareeba Landfill (total). 

 301 Suez vehicles deposited waste to Mareeba Landfill. 

 51 Suez vehicles removed waste from Mareeba WTS to recycling facility in Cairns. 

 139 m³ of mulch sold (90 in bulk sales and 49 in small lots less than 3 m³). 

 Paper collection fence has been erected around the top of cell 2 and 3. 

 Chillagoe and Almaden landfill pits cleaned out and sites cleaned up, tyres returned 
to Mareeba. 

 Batter spraying of seed mixture commenced on the 22 November (all sides of cells) 
and completed 25 November. 

 All transfer stations and Mareeba landfill are currently operational. 
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2. LAWMAC 
 

 MSC hosted the Local Authority Waste Management Advisory Committee 
(LAWMAC) Workshop on 24 and 25 November. 

 There were 52 attendees: from as far south as Mackay, to Mt Isa in the west and 
Cook and Torres Councils in the north. 

 Mareeba Shire's facilities received some very favourable comments from the 
attendees and overall the event was a great success. Thanks to MSC staff that 
organised the event. 

 
3. Photos of Old Mareeba Landfill Capping Project 
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4. Customer Service Waste Statistics 

The following graph displays customer requests logged in the Customer Request 
Management (CRM) system during the month of November 2016. 
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MAREEBA SHIRE  CUSTOMER REQUESTS 
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(# As a percentage of total domestic properties serviced with MGB) 
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5. Waste Collected at Each of the Transfer Stations 

Waste material collected at each of the waste transfer stations is either deposited 
directly to the Mareeba landfill, recycled or transported to the Suez facility in Cairns for 
processing. 
The following pie charts are separated into waste received as whole units and waste 
received as accrued tonnage. 
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6. Waste to Mareeba Landfill 

The Mareeba Shire waste shown in the pie chart below is the waste collected at each of 
the waste transfer stations (Mareeba included), and deposited directly to the Mareeba 
landfill.  The commercial waste shown below is derived from the Suez recycling plant in 
Cairns and deposited into the Mareeba landfill. 

 
 

7. Revenue 

The income is derived from: 

 Commercial disposal (predominantly Suez) 

 Interest earned 

 Interest on Constrained Works 

 Recycling (steel, batteries) 

 Rates 
 
The expenditure is derived from: 

 Waste administration 

 Landfill management 

 Transfer station management 
 
 

8. Financial Operational Budget Information Per Budget Section Overall 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 
GOV 3 Undertake a whole of council service level review to establish sustainable 
operational costs across core local government business and consult with communities. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Waste Staff 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
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Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  1 December 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 326 

 
 

  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 327 

 
 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
 

ITEM-24 MAREEBA AIRPORT UPGRADE - QMSC2016-17 
AVIATION COMMERCIAL PRECINCT EARLY WORKS  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Contracts and Project Management Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has received grant funding from the State and Australian governments towards the 
upgrading of the Mareeba Airport. Expressions of Interest have been invited for construction 
of the airside infrastructure, with construction to commence from April 2017. 
 
To expedite construction of the new Aviation Commercial Precinct (Western Lease Area), 
four (4) local contractors were invited to quote on an "Early Works" package, which includes 
a small area of clearing, removal of surface cobbles and boulders and reinstatement of the 
site. 
 
This report provides a comparison of quotes received and makes a recommendation on the 
preferred contractor. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council, in accordance with Section 235 (b) of the Local Government Regulations, 
award Quote QMSC2016-17 Mareeba Airport Upgrade: Aviation Commercial Precinct - Early 
Works to A&A Bonadio and R&V Bonadio at the rates supplied in their quotation response." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council has received two (2) grants - $13M from the Queensland State Government’s 
Royalties for Regions program and $5M from the Australian Government’s National Stronger 
Regions Fund - towards the upgrading of the Mareeba Airport.  
 
The scope of the Mareeba Airport Upgrade Project includes lengthening and strengthening 
the runway, upgrade to airfield lighting, construction of new taxiways and construction of an 
8 hectare Aviation Commercial Precinct to accommodate at least 50 new serviced lease 
spaces including connection to existing underground water, sewerage, electricity and 
telecommunications. Expressions of interest have been invited for the construction of the 
airside infrastructure, and work is scheduled to commence from April 2017. 
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The ground conditions at the Mareeba Airport site are generally known to contain a 
moderate amount of basalt cobbles and boulders amongst the clayey silt soil. To expedite 
construction of the Aviation Commercial Precinct, removal of rocks from the ground surface 
in this area will be undertaken as an "Early Works" package. The scope of work includes 
clearing the remaining area for the future Aviation Commercial Precinct, stripping topsoil, 
removing cobbles and boulders to a nominal depth of up to 500mm below the existing 
surface and reinstatement of the site. 
 
Due to the uncertain ground conditions and extent of work, and to ensure that the work could 
be delivered prior to the wet season, quotes were invited based on a list of equipment and 
hire rates. Respondents were also requested to provide details of their experience, 
methodology and timeframe for delivery of the work. Respondents were required to lodge 
written sealed quotes to Council, by the closing time. Quotes closed at 4:00pm AEST 
Thursday, 1 December 2016. 
 
Quotes were invited and received from four (4) suitably experienced local contractors: 

 A&A Bonadio and R&V Bonadio 

 Dun-Movin' Earthworks  

 Wallace Quarrying & Mining Pty Ltd 

 FGF Developments Pty Ltd 
 
While all four respondents would be suitable, A&A Bonadio and R&V Bonadio has been 
selected as the recommended contractor to complete this work. A&A Bonadio and R&V 
Bonadio has provided reasonable hire rates, and is known to be experienced and be able to 
deliver the work efficiently, and is available to commence work immediately. 
 
Due to the size of the site, and the amount of rock that may be present, it is possible that the 
total value of this work could exceed the minimum large-sized contracting threshold of 
$200,000 (Exclusive of GST) as defined in Council's Procurement Policy. However, in 
accordance with Section 235 (b) of the Local Government Regulations, Council can enter a 
large-sized contract without first inviting tenders because of the specialised nature of the 
services that are sought. In addition, the timelines associated with tendering would push this 
work out to the middle of the 2016/17 wet season. 
 
In accordance with the quotation request, payment to the contractor will be based on actual 
hours worked hire rates as quoted. The Contractor will be required to present daily dockets 
detailing the machinery and labour hours and work completed by 10am the following 
business day for agreement and approval by Council's authorised officer. To keep track of 
costs, officers will maintain records and cost estimates for work performed on a daily basis 
and provide regular updates to Council. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Manager Works 
 
External 
Jacobs Engineering Group 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

As detailed in the funding agreements Council has signed with the State and Australian 
governments, Council is required to meet various milestone and reporting targets. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Procurement Policy 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
The Mareeba Airport Upgrade project is to be funded over the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 
financial years. Funding has been made available from the Australian and State 
Governments for the project. 
 
Operating 
To be included in future budgets.  
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

All communications are required to follow set out protocols within the funding agreements 
between the Commonwealth and State Governments. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  13 December 2016 
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ITEM-25 MAREEBA AIRPORT UPGRADING - NOVEMBER 2016 
PROGRESS REPORT  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016  
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Contracts and Project Management Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has received grant funding from the State and Australian Governments towards the 
upgrading of the Mareeba Airport. 
 
Design and construction of the Mareeba Airport Upgrading is underway, this report sets out 
progress to date. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council note the November 2016 progress report on the Mareeba Airport Upgrading." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Funding 

Council has received two (2) grants - $13M from the Queensland State Government’s 
Royalties for Regions program and $5M from the Australian Government’s National Stronger 
Regions Fund - towards the upgrading of the Mareeba Airport. Both these grants are for 
specific aspects of the proposed upgrading project. 
 
The final funding agreements with the Australian Government and State Government have 
been reviewed, signed and executed. Milestone reporting is being provided to the Australian 
and State Governments as required under the funding agreements. Council has received the 
first milestone payment of $1.3 million from the State Government with further payment due 
following lodgement of reports in November 2016. 
 
Master Concept Layout 

A revised concept layout for the airport upgrading was accepted by the Mareeba Airport 
Steering Committee in November 2016 and is included in this report. This design is being 
further developed to detailed design. 
 
Programme 

A programme of works has been prepared which reflects the works and commitment made 
by Council in the funding agreements. The project is on schedule to meet final completion 
ahead of the target completion date of August 2018 as set in the funding agreement. Some 
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amendments to intermediate milestone have been requested to reflect the planned cash flow 
based on wet season and construction timeframe constraints. 
 
 
Airport Water Supply Upgrade 

Tender TMSC2016-07 for upgrade of the water supply services was awarded to FGF 
Developments Pty Ltd in July 2016 and work commenced from mid-August 2016. The 
majority of work has now been completed, with commissioning of new booster pumps and 
back-up generator for the potable and firefighting water supplies still to be completed. Cut-in 
works to connect the new water supply will be undertaken in mid-December 2016 with all 
works to be closed out in early January 2017. 
 
Ray Road and Vicary Road Upgrade 

Practical Completion in late October 2016. LDI Constructions will return to complete line-
marking in January 2017. 
 
Vicary Road Leased Area Pavements 

Northern Civil Earthworks were awarded the tender for the Vicary Road leased area 
pavements in July 2016. Commencement of work has been deferred to early 2017 by mutual 
agreement with the contractor to minimise disruptions to airport users over the Christmas 
holiday period. The work is scheduled for completion in late February 2017, weather 
permitting. 
 
Airside Infrastructure. 

Jacobs Engineering Group has been engaged to undertake the detailed design and 
documentation for the runway, taxiways, airfield lighting and aviation commercial precinct 
(western lease area). This design work is progressing well, with a 30% design meeting 
between Jacobs and Council scheduled prior to the Christmas shutdown. The final detailed 
design is scheduled for delivery at the end of January 2017. 
 
Expressions of Interest (EOIs) have been invited from suitable qualified contractors for 
construction of the airside infrastructure. EOIs close on 31 January 2017. EOIs will be used 
to develop a shortlist of tenderers to be invited to tender on construction of the airside 
infrastructure in early 2017. It is anticipated that a tenderer or tenderers will appointed the 
work to construct the airside infrastructure in April 2016 and that work will commence from 
May 2017. 
 
Expenditure 

Expenditure to date of $2,678,638 comprises survey, design, ground clearing, soil testing, 
master planning, business planning and construction. This amount includes current 
committals of $1,019,589 which are primarily made up of the purchase orders raised on 
Northern Civil Earthworks for Contract TMSC2016-04 Mareeba Airport Redevelopment - 
Construction of Vicary Road Leased Area Pavements ($160,565), LDI Constructions for 
Contract TMSC2016-05 Mareeba Airport Redevelopment - Construction of Vicary Road and 
Ray Road ($403,193 remaining), FGF Developments for Contract TMSC2016-07 Mareeba 
Airport Redevelopment - Water Main Upgrade ($129,331 remaining) and Jacobs 
Engineering Group for design ($231,078 remaining). 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Manager Works 
 
External 
Commonwealth and State Governments 
Jacobs Engineering Group 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

As detailed in the funding agreements Council has signed with the State and Australian 
governments, Council is required to meet various milestone and reporting targets. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
The project is to be funded over the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 financial years. Funding has 
been made available from the Australian and State Governments for the project.  
 

Operating 
To be included in future budgets.  
 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

All communications are required to follow set out protocols within the funding agreements 
between the Commonwealth and State Governments. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Overall Site Layout Plan - November 2016 
 

 
Date Prepared:  9 December 2016 
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Mareeba Airport:  Overall Site Layout Plan 
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ITEM-26 CONTRACT TMSC2015-13 MAREEBA WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT - DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION - 
NOVEMBER 2016 PROGRESS REPORT  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Contracts and Project Management Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has accepted an offer from Downer Utilities Australia Pty Ltd for the design and 
construction of the Mareeba Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 
Design work has been completed on the plant with the contractor having established to site 
and commenced construction. This report sets out progress to date. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council note the November 2016 progress report on the Mareeba Wastewater 
Treatment Plant." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council has awarded Contract TMSC2015-13 Mareeba Wastewater Treatment Plant - 
Design and Construction to Downer Utilities Australia Pty Ltd. 
 
Downer mobilised to site in late May 2016, supplied final 100% design stage drawings on 
15 July 2016 and construction currently progressing ahead of schedule by several weeks. 
During November 2016, the following work was undertaken: 
 

 Concrete walls and walkways poured for Digesters and Sequential Batch Reactor 
(SBR) 

 Installation of hand rails and pipe supports to Digester walkways 

 Commencement of backfill to SBR 

 Construction of concrete base slab and block work walls for Administration Building 
and Motor Control Centre (MCC) 

 Commencement of base slab for Sludge Dewatering and Blower Buildings 

 Completion of outfall drain 

 Installation of site electrical conduits and pits 

 Assembly and testing of Decanters and Sludge Dewatering Press in preparation for 
dispatch from China and Italy respectively in the first week of December 2016 

 Factory Acceptance Testing (FAT) of Programmable Logic Control (PLC) and 
software to prior to finalisation and installation into new plant. 

 Pumps and pipework received on-site 
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Primary activities scheduled for December are the completion of concrete works for the 
bioreactor, digesters and chlorine contact tank, commencement of hydrostatic testing of the 
digesters and SBR, installation of pipework and other services and construction of the site 
buildings. Downer will be closing the site from 23 December 2016 for the Christmas-New 
Year period and will re-commence work on-site from 19 January 2017. 
 
Milestone reporting is being provided to the Australian and State Governments as required 
under the funding agreements. The Australian Government has paid Council $600,000 to 
date from National Stronger Regions Fund. A payment of $300,000 has been received from 
the State Government's Building Our Regions program and a further claim of $300,000 has 
been made in late November 2016. 
 
Additional funding of $411,000 (60% subsidy) through the Queensland Government's Local 
Government Grants and Subsidy Scheme was announced in November 2016 for the 
Mareeba Industrial Waste Receival Facilities project. This project will allow Council to 
optimise the new Mareeba Wastewater Treatment Plant's capability to receive and treat 
industrial waste and leachate from the Mareeba Landfill. 
 
Expenditure 
 
The expenditure to date of $15,959,861 includes current committals of $9,108,295 which is 
primarily made up of the purchase orders raised on Downer Utilities Australia (balance of 
committal is $8,335,608) for Contract TMSC2015-13 Mareeba Wastewater Treatment Plant 
– Design and Construction and a purchase order of $732,441 against Bilfinger for Contract 
TMSC2015-08 Mareeba Wastewater Treatment Plant – Inlet Works. Other minor committals 
and expenditure are also included in the total expenditure to date. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Manager Water & Waste  
 
External 
Contractors 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Council has an agreed TEP with the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
which sets out various milestones for the plant development. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 337 

 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
The project is to be funded over the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 financial years. Funding has 
been made available from the Australian and State governments for the project. 
 
Operating 
To be included in future budgets. 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

All communications are required to follow set out protocols within the funding agreements 
between the Australian and State governments.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Progress Photographs – November 2016 
 
 

Date Prepared:  9 December 2016 
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15 November 2016 - Pumps received on-site 
 
 

 
22 November 2016 - Concrete floor slab for Administration and Motor Control Centre (MCC) building being poured 
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22 November 2016 - Progress on construction of Sequential Batch Reactor (SBR) walls and installation of walkway handrails 
commenced 
 
 

 
30 November 2016 - Aerial photograph of the project site 
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30 November 2016 - Aerial photograph of the project site showing construction of the site buildings 
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ITEM-27 TENDER EVALUATION TMSC2016-13 KURANDA 
RESERVOIRS  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary  
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT AUTHOR/ 
OFFICER’S TITLE: Contracts and Project Management Officer  
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Kuranda Suburban Water Security Project will see the design and construction of two 
drinking water reservoirs to deliver water security to communities serviced by the existing 
reservoirs at Platypus Close (located off Mason Road) and Hilltop Close (located off Warril 
Drive). 
 
Tenders for TMSC2016-13 Kuranda Suburban Water Security Project:  Construct Reservoirs 
at Platypus Close and Hilltop Close closed at 11:00am Tuesday, 6 December 2016 and five 
(5) responses were received. 
 
This report provides a comparison of tenders received and makes a recommendation on the 
preferred tenderer. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council award Tender TMSC2016-13 Kuranda Suburban Water Security Project:  
Construct Reservoirs at Platypus Close and Hilltop Close to FGF Developments Pty Ltd for a 
total value of $1,464,940.40 (inclusive of GST)." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Aurecon was commissioned by Mareeba Shire Council in 2014 to undertake preliminary 
assessments, concept designs and cost estimates for the Kuranda, Mount Molloy and 
Chillagoe service reservoirs. From the report, the most urgent water reservoir capacity 
shortages were identified in Kuranda at Myola Road, Warril Drive and Mason Road. 
Mareeba Shire Council was able to address the shortage at Myola Road, with funding 
assistance from the former Royalties for the Regions program to build a new reservoir on 
Myola Road in 2015. 
 
The Kuranda Suburban Water Security Project is to complete the outstanding water capacity 
shortages in Kuranda and deliver water security to the communities serviced by the 
reservoirs at Platypus Close (located off Mason Road) and Hilltop Close (located off Warril 
Drive). 
 
Council has received a contribution of $650,000 from the State Government’s Building Our 
Regions program to undertake the project with Council funding the balance of the work. 
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Hilltop Close Reservoir and Booster Pump Station: 
The existing 340kL 12m diameter concrete block ground-level reservoir is leaking at various 
locations around the walls and at the wall / floor interface. Council previously installed a 
synthetic liner inside the reservoir which has now split and the overall structure is quickly 
reaching the end of its service life. The existing reservoir will be demolished, and a new 
500kL reservoir will be constructed in its place. 
 
To maintain service to the local area during the decommissioning and construction at Hilltop 
Close, the local network will be supplied by an inline booster pump station. The existing 
booster pump station will be replaced with a new pump station capable of servicing the 
network while the reservoir is offline and to provide tank filling during normal operation of the 
reservoir. 
 
Mason Road Reservoir: 
The existing 636kL 16m diameter concrete ground-level reservoir is located at the top of 
Platypus Close is in good condition and will be retained. An additional 500kL reservoir will be 
constructed adjacent the existing reservoir. 
 
The list of tenders received and the tendered amount, is provided in the table below. 
 

 
 
Tenders were assessed on the following criteria and weightings: 
 
Tender Price 40% 
Work Methodology and Approach 20% 
Relevant Experience 15% 
Key Personnel Skills, Experience and Resources 15% 
Local Content 10% 
 
Price is a calculated formula dependent on the actual tender received against the median of 
all prices received. Scores for the other criteria are subject to knowledge of the tenderers 
performance on previous projects. Scores for each criterion are out of 10. 
  

Tenderer 
Price 

(ex GST) 
Price 

(incl GST) 

Pumping, Irrigation & Machinery Services $1,125,320.20 $1,237,852.22 

Bargara Concrete Tanks Pty Ltd $1,365,512.00 $1,502,063.20 

LDI Constructions Pty Ltd $1,373,022.00 $1,510,324.20 

JPMI $1,786,372.00 $1,965,009.20 

FGF Developments Pty Ltd $1,331,764.00 $1,464,940.40 
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Scoring of the tenderers for this contract resulted in the following (scores out of 10): 

 
The highest scoring tenderer, FGF Developments Pty Ltd, is a Cairns based civil contractor 
with a depot in Mareeba that has local experience in similar civil construction and water 
reservoir projects. FGF Developments Pty Ltd completed the Myola Reservoir for Mareeba 
Shire Council in 2015. 
 
FGF Developments Pty Ltd tendered a construction program showing the work being 
completed within 26 weeks of contract award, with 15 weeks construction on-site. FGF 
Developments Pty Ltd supplied a logical, comprehensive works methodology statement 
detailing how the work will be undertaken. 
 
The scoring reflects the opinion that FGF Developments Pty Ltd offers Council the best 
value for money, background, experience, skill and methodology to satisfactorily meet the 
requirements for design and construction of the reservoirs and booster pump station. 
 
The tendered price from FGF Developments Pty Ltd is within the available funding for the 
project. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council’s assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Manager Water and Waste 
Water and Waste Engineer 
Water and Waste Operational Staff 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

Tenderer Score 

FGF Developments Pty Ltd 7.55 

JPMI 6.83 

LDI Constructions Pty Ltd 5.99 

Bagara Concrete Tanks 5.95 

Pumping, Irrigation & Machinery Services 5.93 
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FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
The tendered amount is within the 2016/17 budget for the Mason Road Reservoir and the 
Warril Drive Reservoir projects. 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes.  
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Advice is provided to residents and businesses affected by any activities. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
Date Prepared:  8 December 2016 
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ITEM-28 INVESTIGATION AND OPTIONS ASSESSMENT FOR 
FOUR TIMBER BRIDGES  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Contracts and Project Management Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council commissioned a Level 3 RPEQ Bridge Inspection program to be undertaken in 
2015, to assist Council officers with planning future rehabilitation works on these bridges for 
inclusion in Council's PPT and 10 year forward capital works program, Council then engaged 
Wood Research and Development Pty Ltd in October 2016 to undertake further investigation 
and options assessment for rehabilitation of four (4) high-risk timber bridges. 
 

 Flaggy Creek on Mona Mona Road, Myola 

 Bushy Creek on Mount Lewis Road, Julatten 

 Nissen Creek on Mount Lewis Road, Julatten 

 Barron River on Anzac Avenue, Mareeba 
 
This report sets out the findings of the investigation and makes recommendations for future 
management of these bridges. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council: 
 

1. Receive and note the report on the Investigation and Options Assessment for Four 
(4) Timber Bridges; and 

2. Approve an inspection regime for detailed assessment of these bridges to be 
undertaken in February/March 2017; and 

3. Include rehabilitation of these bridges for Council consideration in a future Capital 
Works Program; and 

4. Approve the application for funding to rehabilitate these bridges as listed in this report 
under any future grants and subsidy programs." 
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BACKGROUND 

Pitt & Sherry (Operations) Pty Ltd were engaged by Mareeba Shire Council to undertake 
Level 3 Inspections of 22 bridges throughout the shire during January and February 2015. 
Level 3 Bridge Inspections typically address bridge condition and structural assessment. 
 
A number of recommendations regarding load limits, and corrective/preventative actions to 
prolong the useful life of the bridges were provided and tabled at the Council meeting in 
June 2015. The bridges assessed as most at risk at that time, namely Grove Creek Bridge at 
Speewah and Walsh River Bridge at Springmount Road were included in 2015/16 and 
2016/17 Capital Works programmes respectively. 
 
To assist Council officers with planning future rehabilitation/replacement works on the 
remaining bridges for inclusion in Council's PPT and 10 year forward capital works program, 
quotes were invited for investigation and options assessment for four (4) timber bridges. 
These four bridges were assessed as high-risk based on current condition (as per the Level 
3 reports) and criticality factors (traffic volume and type, detour distance): 
 

 Flaggy Creek on Mona Mona Road, Myola 

 Bushy Creek on Mount Lewis Road, Julatten 

 Nissen Creek on Mount Lewis Road, Julatten 

 Barron River on Anzac Avenue, Mareeba 
 

Three consultants were invited to provide quotes: 
 

 Wood Research and Development 

 GHD 

 AECOM 
 
AECOM declined the opportunity to quote prior to the closing date, and quotes were 
received from Wood Research & Design (WRD) and GHD. WRD were engaged for the work 
as they supplied the lowest quote, and have extensive experience in assessment and 
rehabilitation of timber bridges. 
 
WRD completed site inspection and non-destructive testing of the bridges in late October 
2016 and prepared reports and costed rehabilitation/replacement options for each of the four 
(4) bridges assessed. 
 
Investigation findings: 
The investigations undertaken by WRD identified issues that were not detected during the 
Level 3 reports undertaken by Pitt & Sherry last year. This was due to a couple of reasons:  
 

1. WRD used non-destructive compression wave testing to determine the soundness 
and strength of the timber based on how sound waves travel through the timber. 
WRD claim this provides more information than was obtained through drilling, which 
only confirms the presence of timber, not its strength or quality. 

 
2. WRD have considered the effects of failure of poor-condition components on the 

overall behaviour of the structure and used this to predict the possible failure 
mechanisms of the structure in more detail than that in the Pitt & Sherry reports. The 
failure mechanism has resulted in a different risk profile for some bridges, and hence 
a different recommended load limit. 
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3. It is likely that further deterioration of the bridges has occurred since the Pitt & Sherry 
inspections were undertaken almost 2 years ago, as no treatments (apart from load-
limiting) have been undertaken to prevent further deterioration of the structures. 

 
A summary of the investigation findings is as follows: 
 

 
VPD = vehicles per day 
CV = commercial vehicles 
 
All four (4) bridges, with the exception of Anzac Avenue, are low-order bridges with no 
significant growth in traffic volumes. Anzac Avenue Bridge is a high-order bridge, carried 
more traffic than any other Council-owned bridge in the shire. Anzac Avenue has 
experienced a significant increase in traffic volumes in recent years, with current traffic 
volumes increasing by approximately 40% from 2011 to 2016. 
 
Short-Term Management Approach 
 
To ensure public safety and reduce Council's risk, new load limits were installed on the 
above bridges in mid-November 2016. A media release regarding the new load limits was 
also distributed to advise the public of the changes and Variable Message Signs (VMS) were 
installed either side of the Anzac Avenue. Bus companies and Council Works crews were 
also advised of the new load limits, as they were identified as being most impacted by the 
new load limits. 
 
It should be noted that the new load limits are recommended by WRD an interim treatment 
only, on the basis that repair works are undertaken in the near future. WRD have certified 
these load limits based on a maximum period of four (4) months and on frequent visual 
inspections being undertaken on the bridges. Therefore, it would be prudent to undertake 
detailed investigations on these bridges again prior to the expiry of the four-month period. 
 
Long-Term Management Approach 
 
To ensure these bridges continue to remain in service, rehabilitation work must be 
undertaken in the future. 
 
In general, the bridge substructure (abutments, piles, piers and headstocks, as applicable) 
are in sound condition, but the superstructure (girders, decks and kerbs) are in poor 
condition. This makes the option to rehabilitate these bridges using timber repair methods 
and replacement components feasible and cost-effective in comparison to replacement of 

Bridge Traffic Count Alternate Route? 
Previous 

Load Limit 
New Load 

Limit 

Anzac Avenue over 
Barron River, 
MAREEBA 

6036 VPD,  
5.10% CV, 
2016 

Yes via Kennedy Hwy & 
Byrnes St 

15 tonnes 5 tonnes & a 
speed limit of 
50km/hr 

Mt Lewis Road 
over Bushy Creek, 
JULATTEN 

230 VPD, 
4% CV, 
2011 

Nil 12 tonnes 3 tonnes & a 
speed limit of 
50km/hr 

Mt Lewis Road 
over Nissen Creek, 
JULATTEN 

230 VPD, 
4% CV, 
2011 

Nil 12 tonnes 5 tonnes & a 
speed limit of 
50km/hr 

Mona Mona Road 
over Flaggy Creek, 
MYOLA 

Unknown.          
  Estimated 
<50VPD 

Yes via Kennedy Hwy & 
Black Mountain Road 

8 tonnes 3 tonnes & a 
speed limit of 
50km/hr 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 348 

 
 

the substructure with a concrete bridge. The quoted repairs will reinstate the bridges to a full-
capacity (T44) rating and essentially renew these asset components. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Manager Works 
 
External 
Wood Research and Development Pty Ltd 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Council has imposed legal load limits on the four (4) bridges assessed based on the 
inspections undertaken in October 2016. Further load limits may need to be imposed 
following future investigation and assessment. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Procurement Policy 2016/17 
Asset Management Policy 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Any future rehabilitation or replacement of timber bridges will be reflected in Council's PPT 
and 10 year forward capital works program. 
 

Operating 
Bridge maintenance is included in 2016/2017 budget 
 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2016/2017 budget? 

Yes 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Regulatory signage was installed and a media release was distributed in mid-November 
2016 to advise the public of the new load limits imposed on the affected bridges. 
  



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 21 December 2016 

 

 

Page 349 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
 
 
Date Prepared:  9 December 2016 
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ITEM-29 MAREEBA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - INLET 
WORKS - VARIATIONS  CONFIDENTIAL  

 

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This report is CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 275(1) (e) and (h) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following:  
 

(e) contracts proposed to be made by Council. 
 

(h) other business for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the 
interests of Council or someone else, or enable a person to gain a financial 
advantage. 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 

ITEM-30 PETITION FOR RECYCLING IN KURANDA  
 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 21 December 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICER’S  
TITLE: Chief Executive Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Office of the Chief Executive Officer 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report introduces a petition which was emailed to Council on 9 November 2016, 
requesting Council to introduce recycling waste collection services for the Kuranda Township 
and market areas. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council receive the petition and to await a future meeting, when a report on the tender 
for the provision of Recycling Collection services in the Shire is tabled." 
 

BACKGROUND 

In terms of Council’s Standing Orders Council has three (3) options with regard to petitions 
that are tabled and these are: 
 

1. The petition be received and consideration stand as an order of the day for the 
meeting; or for a future meeting; or 
 

2. Petition be received and referred to a committee or officer for consideration and a 
report to the local government; or 
 

3. The petition not be received. 
 
While the petition does not meet the requirements as per the Standing orders in that it is not 
in the required format with the actual Petition itself on each page of the petition nor does it 
have the signatures of the Petitioners. However it is proposed that it be accepted as the 
intention of the petitioners is fairly clear and the names and location of the 176 petitioners 
are provided. 
 
The Petition calls for Council to introduce recycling waste collection services for the Kuranda 
township and market areas. 
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The benefits of recycling are certainly acknowledged with Council promoting recycling and 
providing recycling drop off points at the Transfer Stations and in Arara St Kuranda. Council 
however surveyed the community last year regarding the introduction of a Recycling street 
collection service based on estimated costs. This survey showed a minimal interest by 
ratepayers in such a service. Council however decided to include the provision of such a 
service, as a separable portion, in the recent call for tenders for our Waste Management 
Street Collection Service. This will then provide an exact costing for such a service and with 
this information the Council has indicated that would again engage with the Ratepayers to 
determine the level of interest. 
 
The timing of this report is uncertain, as the Cairns Materials Recycling Facility (MRF), which 
is where Mareeba Shires Recycling would have to be taken to, is unable to provide a cost 
per tonne rate. This is due to the uncertainty of the impacts of the new Container Deposit 
Scheme (CDS) the State is introducing in 2018, will have on their operation. The CDS 
process will be finalised in the coming months as it is planned to be based on the New South 
Wales scheme which is due to commence on 1 July 2017. Once the CDS process is 
publically released the Cairns MRF will be able to calculate their per tonne cost they will 
have to charge. This will in turn allow the cost to deliver a street collection recycling service 
to be finalised. Once these costs are finalised a report will be prepared for consideration by 
Council. 
 
The Petition is attached as part of this report. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council’s assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Mayor 
Chief Executive Officer 
Director Infrastructure Services 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
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FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Head Petitioner will be notified of Council's decision. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Email to Mareeba Shire Council enclosing petition 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 

NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL 

The next meeting of Council will be held at Mareeba 9:00 am on Wednesday 25 January 
2017 
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SUMMARY OF NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS & DELEGATED 
DECISIONS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2016 
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APPENDIX - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 


