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CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

REGIONAL LAND USE PLANNING 
 

ITEM-1 EXTENSION TO RELEVANT PERIOD - COMARAY PTY 
LTD - ROL SUBDIVISION (1 INTO 62 LOTS IN 5 STAGES) 
- LOT 100 SP273717 - EMERALD END ROAD, MAREEBA 
- REC/08/0096  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 16 March 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICERôS 
TITLE: Planning Officer 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 

 

FILE NO REC/08/0096 AREA 55.04 Ha 

LODGED BY Twine Surveys Pty Ltd OWNER Comaray Pty Ltd 

PLANNING 
SCHEME 

Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme 2004 (amendment no. 01/11) 

ZONE Rural Residential  (formerly Rural - Preliminary Approval acted on) 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Code Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS N/A - Code Assessment Only 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Negotiated Decision Notice dated 28 March 2011 

2. Applicantôs request to extend relevant period dated 10 February 
2016 

3. Concurrence Agency response dated 24 February 2016 
 

 

APPLICATION  PREMISES  

APPLICANT Comaray Pty Ltd ADDRESS Emerald End Road, 
Mareeba 

DATE REQUEST 
FOR EXTENSION 
OF RELEVANT 
PERIOD  LODGED 

15 February 2016 RPD Lot 100 on SP273717 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 62 Lots in 5 Stages) 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council approved a development application described in the above application details at its 
Ordinary Meeting on 16 November 2011, subject to conditions. A Negotiated Decision Notice 
was issued by Council on 28 March 2012. 
 
Development Approval REC/08/0096 covers Stages 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 of the Country Road 
Estate subdivision. Stages 1, 2 and 7 of Country Road Estate are covered by separate 
reconfiguration approvals. 
 
The application was code assessable and was therefore not subject to public notification. 
 
Twine Surveys Pty Ltd, on behalf of the applicant have lodged an application to extend the 
relevant period for a further 4 years from 28 March 2016 to 28 March 2020 (Attachment 2). 
 
To date, a number of allotments from Stages 1, 2 and 7 of the Estate have been created. 
The applicant is intending to commence operation works to service parts of Stage 3 in the 
near future. 
 
An informal policy position has been established by Council officers whereby a maximum 
extension of 2 years beyond the initial relevant period be granted where a previous 
extension has not been granted (first request). 
 
Given the approval is still within its initial relevant period, it is recommended that the relevant 
period be extended for a period of two (2) years only, from 28 March 2016 to 28 March 2018. 
 
Notwithstanding this officer's recommendation, Council may elect to grant the requested four 
(4) year extension. 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

ñ1.  That in relation to the application to extend the relevant period for the following 
development approval: 

 

and in accordance with the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, 

(A) The relevant period be extended for two (2) years from 28 March 2016 to 28 
March 2018.  

APPLICATION  PREMISES  

APPLICANT Comaray Pty Ltd ADDRESS Emerald End Road, 
Mareeba 

DATE REQUEST 
FOR EXTENSION 
OF RELEVANT 
PERIOD  LODGED 

15 February 2016 RPD Lot 100 on SP273717 

TYPE OF 
APPROVAL 

Development Permit 

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 62 Lots in 5 Stages) 
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2. A Notice of Councilôs decision be issued to the applicant and the Department of 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning, State Assessment and Referral 
Agency (SARA) via email CairnsSARA@dilgp.gov.au (reference: SPD-0216-025280) 
advising of Councilôs decision." 

 

THE SITE 

The subject land forms part of Country Road Estate and is described as Lot 100 on 
SP273717, situated at Emerald End Road, Country Road and Annie Court, Mareeba. Twelve 
lots have been created within the estate with Lot 100 being the balance land. Lot 100 has a 
total area of 50.04 hectares and is zoned Rural Residential under the Mareeba Shire 
Planning Scheme. 
 
Emerald End Road, Country Road and Annie Court are all constructed to bitumen sealed 
standards with Country Road and Annie Court incorporating kerb and channel for their entire 
lengths. 
 
The twelve lots that have been created within the estate form part of Stages 1, 2 and 7 only. 
The western half of Lot 100 remains cleared and grassed with scattered mature vegetation 
while the eastern or rear half of the site remains predominately vegetated. A seasonal 
watercourse traverses the eastern side of the land and a large dam is present towards the 
western end of the site. A drainage easement traverses the front portion of the site and is 
used to drain water from Katherine Atherton Drive which is situated within "The Rise" estate 
situated immediately to the south of the subject land. 
 
The locality is characterised by a mix of large rural holdings and rural residential allotments.   
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 

 
Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) 
(2009). In consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in 
relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including 
without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of 
the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

Council, at its Ordinary Meeting held on 16 November 2011 approved a development 
application made by Planning Far North/Twine Surveys on behalf of Comaray Pty Ltd for 
reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 62 Lots in 5 Stages) on land described as Lot 4 on 
RP739487, situated at 200 Emerald End Road, Mareeba (REC/08/0096). 
 
A subsequent request for a negotiated decision notice was approved by Council at its 
Ordinary Meeting held on 7 March 2012. The Decision Notice was issued on 28 March 2012. 
 
Development approval REC/08/0096 covers Stages 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 of the Country Road 
Estate rural residential development. 
 
Twine Surveys Pty Ltd, on behalf of the applicant has subsequently lodged an application to 
extend the relevant period for a further 4 years from 28 March 2016 to 28 March 2020 
(Attachment 2). 
 
To date, a number of allotments from Stages 1, 2 and 7 of the Estate have been created.  
The applicant is intending to commence operation works to service parts of Stage 3 in the 
near future. 
 

ASSESSMENT AND DECISION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Assessment rules 
 
Section 388 of SPA requires that Council must have regard to: 
 

¶ the consistency of the approval, including its conditions, with the current laws and 
policies applying to the development, including, for example, the amount and type of 
infrastructure contributions, or charges payable under chapter 8, part 1.  
 
If a new application was lodged for this proposal it would be assessed against 
generally the same planning instruments as was the original development application. 
 

¶ the communityôs awareness of the development approval 
 
The original development application was Code Assessable and therefore was not 
subject to public notification. 
 

¶ whether, if the request were refused ï 
 
(i) further rights to make a submission may be available for a further development 

application; and 
(ii) the likely extent to which those rights may be exercised; 
 
A further development application would be Code Assessable and therefore not 
subject to public notification.  
 

¶ the views of any concurrence agency for the approval given under section 385.  
 
The original application triggered referral to the former Department of Transport and 
Main Roads, Department of Environment and Resource Management and the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  
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On 1 July 2013, the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) commenced.  
Under these changes, the Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning is the assessment manager or referral agency for all relevant development 
applications and has become the single lodgement and assessment point where the 
State has a jurisdiction under SPA.  
 
The Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning advised in a letter 
dated 24 February 2016 that they have no objection to the proposed extension to the 
relevant period (Attachment 3). 
 
 

Date Prepared:  29 February 2016 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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FINANCE 
 

ITEM-2 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDING 29 
FEBRUARY 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 16 March 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICERôS  
TITLE: Manager Finance 
 
DEPARTMENT: Corporate and Community Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of financial matters for the 
period 1 July 2015 to 29 February 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council note the financial report for the period ending 29 February 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Financial Summary 
 
Each month, year to date financial statements are prepared in order to monitor actual 
performance against budgets. 
 
For the period ending 29 February 2016, Council shows an operational surplus of 
$11,888,367 compared to a budgeted surplus of $11,357,111. There are no major issues to 
discuss or areas of concern at this stage. 
 
It should be noted that Council's cash position, after the repayment of the de-amalgamation 
loan, is currently $25,028,991 and this represents an initial transfer of $17,000,000 from 
TRC. The Deputy Premier (Minister for Transport, Minister for Infrastructure, Local 
Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) made a decision on 8 April regarding the 
cash split.  MSC is to receive a sum total of $26,053,002 of the total cash of $52,077,050 
which results in MSC receiving a further $9,053,002 plus interest from TRC. On 22 May 
2015, TRC made a part payment of $1,719,752. Tablelands Regional Council commenced 
legal action with the trial taking place on 14 & 15 December 2015. The court's decision is 
pending. 
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Capital Expenditure 
 
Total capital expenditure of $10,966,105 (including commitments) has been spent for the 
period ending 29 February 2016 of the annual capital budget of $20,484,153.  Excluded in 
the figures below are two (2) projects which will span over two (2) financial years; the 
Mareeba Sewerage Treatment Plant upgrade ($12.8M) and the Mareeba Airport upgrade 
($13M).   
 
The graph below illustrates actual YTD expenditure and committed costs against the annual 
budget. It must be noted that the Benefited Area (Therwine Street) has been delayed due to 
lack of tenders. This will be reprogrammed. Secondly, in the waste area tenders will be 
called shortly for the capping of the old Mareeba landfill. Dependent on the wet season these 
works may span two (2) financial years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 2016 - Snapshot 
 

Total Operating Income $              41,009,713 
Total Operating Expenditure  $              29,121,346 
Operating Surplus $              11,888,367 
Total Capital Income (grants, developer contributions) $                2,633,229 

Net Result - Surplus $              14,521,596 
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Income Analysis 
 
Total income (including capital income of $2,633,229) for the period ending 29 February 
2016 is $43,642,942. 
 
The graph below shows actual income against budget for the period ending 29 February 
2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Variances to note are: 

1.   The favourable variance relates to rates discount, which is only recorded when rate 
payments are made. As more rate payments are received before discount date, this 
variance will reduce. 

 
2.  Mareeba cemetery grave and mausoleum ($67k), building services domestic 

applications ($55k) and planning (MCU) applications ($25k) revenue are all lower 
than anticipated YTD. 

 
Description 

 
Actual YTD Budget YTD Note 

Net Rates & Utility Charges 26,893,303 26,026,600 1 

Fees & Charges 805,300 931,872 2 

Operating Grants, Subsidies & 
Contributions 8,532,100 8,500,967  

Interest Received 511,943 360,738 3 

Works for Third Parties 1,702,467 1,686,468  

Other Revenue 2,564,590 2,541,267  

Capital Income 2,633,229 1,488,709 4 

 

 

 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 16 March 2016 

 

 

Page 34 

 

 
3.    Favourable variance as interest revenue has been more than first anticipated, even 

though commercial interest rates have remained very low. Council invested $17M in 
two short term deposits in October. One matured in February ($89k) and the second 
deposit will mature in April ($131k). 
 

4.    $520k relates to developer contributions. Capital grants received totals $2.1M mainly 
relating to Kuranda Water, Mareeba Wastewater, R2R and TIDS.  

 

Expenditure Analysis 

 
Total expenses for the period ending 29 February 2016 is $29,121,346 compared to the YTD 
budget of $28,690,801. 
 
The graph below shows actual expenditure against budget for the period ending 29 February 
2016. 
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Variances to note are: 

1. The majority of the reported variance in employee expenses relate to staff costs 
being debited to construction/capital projects. This situation will be normalised as in 
the latter half of this financial year staff will be concentrating on maintenance 
activities. 

 
Loan Borrowings 
 

Council's loan balance as at 29 February 2016 is as follows:  

 
 
Rates and Sundry Debtors Analysis 
 

Rates and Charges 
 
The total rates and charges payable as at 29 February 2016 is $1,757,356. Almost half of 
this is payable on valueless land which is in the process of being transferred into Council's 
name and will result in a significant reduction in the outstanding amount. 
 
Rates were issued on 17 February 2016 for the six (6) months January to June 2016, with 
the discount period closing on 24 March 2016. Total Gross Rates & Charges levied for this 
six (6) month period was $15,012,523.  
 
Collection House collected $52,665 for the month of February. The outstanding amount for 
properties currently with debt collection is $330,850. 
 
Sundry Debtors 
 

The total outstanding for Sundry Debtors as at 29 February 2016 is $475,909 which is made 
up of the following: 
 

 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Nil 

 
Description 

 
Actual YTD Budget YTD Note 

Employee expenses 10,958,611 11,669,133 1 

Materials & Services 12,172,764 11,336,634  

Depreciation expenses 5,690,169 5,568,852  

Finance & Borrowing costs 299,802 116,182  

 

QTC Loans $1,929,729 

 
 

 

 

Current 30 days 60 days 90 + days 

 
$448,671 

 
$8,781 

 
$2,194 

 
$16,263 

 

94.28% 1.85% 0.46% 3.41% 
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CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Director Corporate & Community Services 
Financial Accountant 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS) 

Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the financial report to be 
presented to local government if the local government holds its ordinary meetings more 
frequently (than once per month) - to a meeting in each month. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Financial Statements - February 2016 
 

Date Prepared:  3 March 2016 
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INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

ITEM-3 GATES AND GRIDS GUIDELINE REVIEW  
 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 16 March 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICERôS  
TITLE: Manager Technical Services 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Technical Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Due to a number of inconsistences with the Gates and Grids application, assessment and 
approval process, Council Officers have undertaken a review of the Guidelines with 
particular focus on the design, fees and charges and the application procedure itself. 
 
This report submits the revised Guidelines for review and adoption by Council, if it is 
satisfied they meet the necessary requirements for the installation of new gates and grids on 
Council roads.  
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council adopt the revised Guidelines attached to this report for the installation of 
Gates and Grids on Council roads." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Council receives a small number of requests each year for approval to install gates and grids 
on Council roads. These applications generally originate from the owners/managers of large 
properties located in the western part of the shire, where road reserves are generally not 
fenced. 
 
The existing Guidelines required a review to reflect current construction practices and 
address a number of inconsistences particularly in regard grid design, approach signage, 
fees charged etc. These revised Guidelines are now presented for Council adoption. 
 
A list of the key issues addressed as part of the review of the existing guidelines and 
possible amendments are detailed below. 
 

¶ The key message to landholders is that the grids are the responsibility of property 
owner not Council and that ideally; Council would prefer to have all road reserves 
fenced and not have any gates or grids on their roads. However due to the length 
of road reserves passing through some of the western properties, fencing is not 
always practical or economically viable. It should also be noted that gates should 



            Mareeba Shire Council - Agenda Wednesday 16 March 2016 

 

 

Page 40 

 

only be approved in locations where there are very low traffic volumes or where 
the road accesses only one property. 
 

¶ The plan provided in the current guidelines is the Department of Transport and 
Main Roads (DTMR) standard grid design. This design is considered to be 
excessive for Council requirements and has been removed from the Guidelines 
and replaced by a design based on that used by Charters Towers Regional 
Council. However Council still requires sign off by a Registered Professional 
Engineer Queensland (RPEQ) if the grid is supplied by a steel manufacturer. 
Should the grid be constructed by the property owner or a local fabricator, then a 
sketch of the proposed design with RPEQ certification is to be submitted to 
Council or alternatively the sketch design without the RPEQ certification may be 
submitted to Council for review and approval by Council's Engineer prior to 
manufacture. 
 

¶ The existing Guidelines state that a $10M Public Liability Insurance is required, 
however this has now been revised up to $20M in line with current standards. 
Council is to be named as an "interested party" on the document and the policy is 
to be kept current with a copy of the renewal notice being provided to Council 
each year. Council's will send out a reminder notice each year to the property 
owners requesting a copy of the renewed policy. 
 

¶ The existing Guidelines state that a grid is to be installed to match the existing 
road formation width. However due to a number of low volume western roads 
having very wide existing formation widths, this method of determining the grid 
width is considered inappropriate. Therefore it is recommended that the width of 
the grid should be determined by traffic volumes and existing road geometry and 
not the existing formation widths. The FNQROC Development Manual determines 
that a single lane rural road has less than 100 Vehicles per Day (VPD). Therefore 
a single lane grid will be constructed on these roads while roads with greater than 
100VPD should have double lane grids.  
 

¶ Advanced warning signage has also been updated to reflect current design 
standards as determined by the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD). 
 

¶ A simplified flow chart has been developed which shows the process for the 
installation of a new gate or grid from application stage to approved installation 
and forms part of the Guidelines 
 

¶ The current fee structure allows for a $110 application fee for a new gate or grid 
and a fee of $110 per year for existing gates and grids to cover the cost of 
inspections and administration by Council Officers. Following a Council workshop 
on 2 March 2016 it was suggested that the following occur: 
 
- An application fee of $350 be applied for a new gate or grid involving two 

inspections by a Council Officer. The first to inspect the proposed location and 
the second to confirm the gate or grid has been installed in accordance with 
the Guidelines 

- A $190 re-inspection fee be applied should it be necessary to have a third 
inspection due to the gate or grid not being installed in accordance with the 
Guidelines. 

- A $50 per year administration fee for the processing of insurance renewals.   
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- Grid condition assessments will be undertaken as part of normal road 
inspections carried out by the asset officer or works foremen and will not 
require a dedicated gate or grid inspection.  

 
Other changes have been made to the Guidelines, however these are of a very minor 
nature and generally address inconsistencies within the document or fix typographical 
errors. The revised Guidelines are attached for Council review and adoption.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Coordinator Technical Services 
Subdivisions and Assets Officer 
Workshop with Council on 2 March 2016 
 
External 
Charters Towers Regional Council 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
 
Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2014/2015 budget? 

Nil 
 

If not you must recommend how the budget can be amended to accommodate the 
expenditure 
Nil 
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IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Should the new Guidelines be adopted by Council then they will be available on Council's 
website. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Revised Guidelines of 17 February 2016. 
 
Date Prepared:  7 March 2016 
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ITEM-4 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES - TECHNICAL SERVICES 
- MONTHLY ACTIVITIES REPORT - FEBRUARY 2016  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 16 March 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICERôS  
TITLE: Manager Technical Services 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Technical Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report summaries Council's Technical Services activities undertaken by Fleet, Design, 
Soils Lab, Survey, Quality, GIS, Project Management and Investigation Sections of 
Infrastructure Services during the month of February 2016. 
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council receive and note the Infrastructure Services Technical Services Monthly 
Report for the month of February 2016." 
 

BACKGROUND 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT SECTION 
 

Design 

¶  2015/16 Capital Works 
- Anzac Avenue and Ceola Drive, Mareeba - Design prepared. Being reviewed by 

management 
- Cater Road, Mareeba Bus Parking - Design prepared. Being reviewed by 

management 
- Cobra Road, Mareeba - Design completed and forwarded to works for 

construction 
- McIver Road, Mareeba - Formation width being amended to allow for cyclists 

and future planning 
- Vicary Road, Mareeba - Formation Widening and Seal - Preliminary design plans 

being undertaken 
- Sunbird Parade, Mareeba Footpath Upgrade - Design plans undertaken and 

gone through preliminary review stages 
- Mareeba Swimming Pool Car Park Upgrade - Concept design provided to user 

groups as part of consultation. Feedback provided and further concept plans 
being drafted 

- Coronet Drive, Mareeba Culvert Construction - Preliminary design plans being 
undertaken 

- High Chapparal Road, Kuranda Intersection Upgrade - Post design site 
inspections and liaising with Works staff 

- Monaro Close, Kuranda Intersection Upgrade - Post design site inspections and 
liaising with Works staff 
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¶ Small Projects - WW&W 
- Sewer reticulation concept plans amended and complete 

 

¶ 12D training undertaken for Stormwater Design 

¶ As Constructed Plans - Third Party Requests 

¶ As Constructed Plans - Internal Requests 

¶ Dial Before You Dig - Providing information to external clients regarding DBYD requests 
 

Soils Lab 

¶  MSC 
- Grove Creek Bridge, Speewah - Field tests for stockpiled material to be used as 

fill 
- Therwine Street, Kuranda - Construction field tests for Ergon trenching 

completed 
- High Chapparal Road Intersection, Kuranda - Construction field tests for 

pavement undertaken and completed 
- Monaro Close Intersection, Kuranda - Construction field tests for pavement 

undertaken and completed 
- Post closure of landfills at Mt Molloy, Mt Carbine, Irvinebank and Mareeba 

Sanitary Reserve 
 

¶ External Contractors 
- EarthTech NQ - Various aggregate tests and concrete tests 
- Mt Carbine and Mossman Quarries - Various quality control tests carried out on 

aggregates, cover aggregates and road base 
- The Dirt Professionals - Various aggregate tests and quality tests that they 

cannot undertake within their NATA registration 
- Kinder Concrete - Quality testing of concrete 
- Kidner Contracting - Testing of quarry products 
- TRC Truck Pad Tumoulin - Gravel investigations completed 
- MCQ NDRRA Quality 
- Cook Shire - Redevelopment of Webber Esplanade. Construction field tests for 

pavement 
- RECS Consulting Engineers - Cowrie Range Project. Testing CBR for causeway 

approaches 
- DCS NDRRA Audit Tests 

 
Survey 

¶  2015/16 Capital Works 
- Monaro Close, Kuranda - Construction set out works for Civil 
- High Chaparral Road, Kuranda - Construction set out works for Civil  

¶ Mareeba Landfill - Monthly Survey 

¶ Dimbulah Soccer Club 
- Survey for lease area complete. Plans were sent back to MSC Survey for 

corrections and then sent back for checking and accreditation by an external 
party 

¶ Keeble Street, Mareeba - Detail survey field works compete. Plans being 
undertaken 

¶ Bicentennial Lake, Mareeba - Detail survey field works compete. Waiting on 
confirmation from DNRM about Creek Boundary location 

¶ Kuranda Pony Club, Oak Forest Road -  Detail survey for a road opening 
commenced 
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¶ Oakey Creek Bridge, Springmount - Detail survey of existing bridge for deck 
replacement and minor road approach works completed 

¶ Coronet Drive, Mareeba - Detail survey works of existing drainage paths completed 

¶ Mareeba Industrial Park - Detail survey for boundaries of reconfigured blocks. Plans 
were checked and sent back to MSC Survey for corrections. Have now been sent 
back for second check and accreditation by Roger Twine 

¶ Mareeba Industrial Park - Detail survey works of proposed open drain at the rear of 
reconfigured lots completed. 

¶ Geraghty Park, Julatten - Detail survey works for boundary pick up and drainage 
works 

¶ Randazzo Road, Mareeba - Detail survey works of existing drainage. Complaint has 
come through CRM about water ponding issues within an existing table drain 

¶ MSC Landfills and Transfer Stations Closure Plans - Detail survey of various 
transfer stations and landfills being undertaken 

¶ Almaden Landfill - Detail survey works being undertaken of existing landfill to 
convert to a transfer station. 

¶ Water Reservoir 
- Platypus Reservoir on Mason Road - Detail survey field works compete. Plans 

being undertaken  
- Hilltop Close Reservoir on Warril Drive - Detail survey field works compete. 

Plans being undertaken 
 

GIS 

¶ Determining private access roads and modifying roads layer so that private access 
roads are depicted differently to MSC roads In MapInfo 

¶ Producing new bridges GIS layer (bridges, causeways and major culverts) from old 
load limits and rural features layers, as well as creating new points, for assets 
management integration with GIS  

¶ Updating and correcting alignments in sewerage and water GIS layers involving 
field data collection 

¶ Matching assets numbers and GIS IDS in water layers for assets management 
integration with GIS; also adding any missing points from asset review (field data 
collection) 

¶ Analysing and generating new boundary line for Julatten fire brigade; exporting 
updated lots and names of owners within Julatten Fire Brigade area 

¶ Installing rural addresses  

¶ MapInfo/GIS queries and training 

¶ Weed maps  

¶ Assisting with Kosterôs Curse data generation and setting up of Garmin GPSs 

¶ Various internal maps/layers etc including Water & Sewerage wall maps, Safer 
Streets grants, National stronger regions fund, translating data regarding MSC lots 
affected by Sunwater into kml to be viewed in Google Earth 

¶ Determining whether there are MSC assets affected by Bar Barrum Native Title 
Claim 5 

¶ Starting a new layer for gravel and water pits 

¶ Producing a new layer for B-Double routes 

¶ Finding and relinking sewer relining info with a previous MapInfo workspace 

¶ Calculating new rural addresses fees 

¶ Setting up procedure to produce maps for dial before you dig 

¶ External maps, layers and queries such as AustPost addresses, DNRM  road 
names (Stannary hills) 

¶ Producing new allroads layer and matching assets register IDs 
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PROJECT MANAGEMENT  
 

Building 

¶ Assisting Facilities with Project Management Work as well as budget for proposed 
2016/2017 Capital Works 

¶ Facilities building inspections 

¶ Mausoleum Wall, Mareeba Cemetery - Construction has started, ground level crypts 
constructed, crypt walls on second level completed and plastered  

¶ Rising Main, Mareeba - Installation of new line to the MWWTP, works commenced. 
Under bore of Burke Development Road and Queensland Rail completed. Under bore 
and pipe installation of McGrath Road completed. 60% of all pipework installed 

¶ Pensioner Cottages, Mareeba - Fencing installation, preliminary works commenced, 
awaiting contractor to finish prior obligations of work 

¶ Mareeba Library carpets - waiting for quotes to relocate library infrastructure. 

¶ MSC Soils Lab - Concrete slab and open car port - Design plans received; quotes for 
actual works have been called. To date only received one quote, following up with 
other contractors to provide quotes 

¶ Davies Park second field lighting upgrade - All conduits and cable installed. New light 
poles erected, new switchboard installed. The removed timber poles to be stored at 
the MSC depot 

¶ Obtaining estimates for retractable / fixed sail shades at Kuranda pool 

¶ Investigations - Ergon, Telstra and Mining leases  
 

Civil 
 

2015/2016 Asphalt Reseal Programme 
- Asphalt overlay works completed PNQ 24 February 
- Preparing line marking program for MSC crew to undertake 

  
2015/2016 Bitumen Reseal Programme 

- Completed and line marking works currently underway 
- Compiling actual expenditure data for capitalization purposes 
- Programme debriefing with other regional Councils 

 
Queensland Rail Interface Agreement 

- Compile audit documentation and undertake joint crossing audits QR in March 
- Council report regarding ongoing facilitation with QR and legislation requirements 

 
2016/2017 Reseal Bitumen and Asphalt Programmes 

- Preparing draft programmes for Council consideration 
- Providing preliminary information to FNQROC for tender purposes 
- Reviewing FNQROC tender documentation for regional procurement   

 
QUALITY  
 

¶ Prepare for the Soils Laboratory's annual Management Review Meeting in accordance 
with the Quality System 

¶ Ongoing review of the Design Services Quality Manual to suit current process 

¶ Attend new Traffic Management Design training course in Cairns 
- Follow up post course assessment requirements 

¶ Develop Traffic Guidance Schemes (TGS's) for capital projects 
- Monaro Close and High Chaparral Road for after hours 
- Kennedy Street 
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¶ Follow up Wheelbarrow Race permit requirements and update schedule of the event. 

¶ Develop additional TGS's for RMPC slashing in areas with poor sight distances in 100kph 
speed zones 

¶ Aerodrome Reporting Officer duties - Mareeba Aerodrome 
- Carry out serviceability inspections 
- Follow up authority to drive airside for HotAir Balloons 
- Conduct authority to drive airside induction and issue permit Tableland Air Services 

 
AERODROMES AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT  
 

Chillagoe Aerodrome 
- Specification for new IWDI received and tender being prepared 
- Inspection of runway to prepare specification for reseal 

 
Mareeba Aerodrome 
- Long term parked aircraft have been whipper snipped underneath and poisoned           
- Serviceability Inspections 
- Periodic Inspections 
- Avdata 
Á Preparation of monthly aircraft parking report 
Á Avdata ABR unit has been replaced and installed and  is currently being 

monitored 
Á Telstra ADSL modem has been replaced due to lightning damage and is being 

monitored. Currently operating on a Telstra 3G unit 
- Fire Pump issues - Mareeba Electrical installed new modem for advice when pumps 

are switched on. Testing appears to confirm all satisfactory 
 
DISASTER MANAGEMENT 
 

¶ AIIMS training - QFES contacted to request training awaiting response for next availability  

¶ Meeting arranged with QFES for Monday 7 March 2016 to finalise training 
 

SUBDIVISIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS 
 

Operational Works 
- Current - Under construction 
Á Christensen Road Stage 2, Kuranda - Currently on hold by Developer due to 

unstable weather 
Á Wylandra Stage 6B and 6C (20% completed) 
Á Mareeba Industrial Park - Effley Street - Mareeba Investments No. 10 Pty Ltd 

(70% completed) 
Á Howe Farming - Kay Road - Drainage - (90% completed) 

 
- On Maintenance - Monitoring for 12 months as the Defects Liability Period prior to 

becoming a Council Asset. 
Á Amaroo Stage 7  
Á Bellevue Estate 
Á Rhane (Keegan Road) 
Á Kimalo Feedlot 
Á O'Brien (Anzac Avenue) 
Á Gateway Development (Landgold) 
Á Jill Fisher (Henry Hannam Drive) 
Á Amaroo Stage 6 
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Á Sunwater (Costin Street) 
Á Bright Acquisitions (Tinaroo Creek Road) 
Á Blacks Road 
Á Metzger Road (Mutchilba) 
Á Kuranda Springs, Stage 3B 

 
Development Applications 
- DA/16/0007 Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 2 Lots) - 282 Hodzic Road, 

Biboohra 
- DA/16/0008 Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 2 Lots) - 120 Ganyan Drive, 

Speewah 
- DA/16/0009 Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 4 Lots) - 1063 Koah Road, 

Koah 
- DA/16/0011 Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision (1 into 2 Lots) - 6 Jarawee Road, 

Kuranda 
- DA/16/0012 Material Change of Use - Freight Depot - 4-6 Effley Street and 

Gowan Street Mareeba (Mareeba Industrial Park) 
- DA/16/0013 Material Change of Use - Family Accommodation (Granny Flat) - 

5790 Kennedy Highway, Mareeba 
- DA/16/0014 Reconfiguring a Lot - Boundary Realignment - 10-12 Bundanoon Court, 

Mareeba  
 

Driveway Application / Inspections 
Four (4) at formwork stage 

 
 
Investigations 
 

Gates and Grids  
- Accessing existing applications/installations/issues 
- Review of Gates and Grids MSC Policy 

 
Dealing with Pipeline Authorities under Council roads 
 
Dimbulah - Mutchilba Area 
- Braund Road 
- Sandy Creek Road 
- Algoma Road 
- Leadingham Creek Road 
- Mutchilba Road 

 
Mareeba Area 

- Chisari Road 
- Barbetti Road 
- McIver and Zenel Roads 
- Bilwon Road 

 
Completed and to Council Standards 

- Chewko Road 
- Koah Road  
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ASSET MANAGEMENT 
 

¶ Ongoing maintenance of various registers i.e. roads; bridges; footpaths; culverts and 
pipes 

¶ Review of various projects listed on the Project Prioritisation Tool (PPT) for 
development of 2016/17 Capital Works Program 

¶ Further review of 2016/17 Reseal Program for submission to FNQROC 

¶ Assist with the finalisation of 2015/16 Reseal Program 

¶ Install traffic counters at various locations 

¶ Inspection and auditing of level crossings 
 

FLEET AND WORKSHOP SECTION 
 

¶ The monitoring and updating of the BigMate Fleet Management System. 

¶ Fleet Allocations Officers monthly report to Director Infrastructure Services on 
external plant hire and external services. 

¶ Hiring of internal and external plant and the processing of purchase orders and 
invoices. 

¶ Monitoring and checking of internal timesheet and plant and equipment booking. 

¶ Start small plant stocktakes of depots and work groups. 

¶ Six month review and report to Council BigMate Fleet Management System. 
 
Mareeba Workshop 

¶ Routine Vehicle/Plant Services 31 

¶ Planned routine maintenance 81 

¶ Breakdowns < 8 hrs Downtime 7 

¶ Breakdowns > 8 Hrs Downtime 1  
- Unit 685 Broken exhaust manifold stud, remove exhaust manifold, replace all 

studs and machine manifold (10 Hours) 
 
Warranty Claims 

¶ Asset 509 Case Backhoe, bucket ride control replaced  

¶ Asset 6231 Line marker, fit upgraded delivery tubes for glass bead dispenser. 
 
Fabrication Works completed By Mareeba Workshop 

¶ Fabricate umbrella extensions (Mareeba Stores) 

¶ Fabricate meter cages (Water & Wastewater) 

¶ Fabricate pole stands (Water & Wastewater) 
 
Reported Damage and Repair 
Nil 
 
Minor Plant purchases <$5,000 

¶ Purchase new Honda engine for a brush cutter $399 
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FACILITIES SECTION 
 
Caravan Parks 
 

Dimbulah Caravan Park 
In February 2016, 470 total bookings were recorded for Dimbulah Caravan Park, 
showing a large decrease of 628 compared to last month. This is due to the mango 
picking season finishing. The total figures this year were also down on February 2015 
figures by 27. 
 

 
Figure 1. Monthly comparison Dimbulah Caravan Park 

 
Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park 
In February 2016, 2552 total bookings were recorded for Riverside Caravan Park, 
showing another decrease for this month. This reduction of 135 was also due to the 
seasonal workers that have left town. The numbers are down in the permanents and 
unpowered sites. Powered sites remained relatively the same as last month with 638 
tenants recorded. 
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Figure 2. Monthly comparison Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park 

 
Public Halls  
The total number of hall bookings in February 2016 increased to 49 days from the 
previous month of 21.  The hall hire in comparison to February 2015 has reduced by 
9 days. 
 
Kuranda Precinct hosted a community meeting and JobFind hired one of the rooms for 
21 days of this period. However, JobFind will not be hiring the hall in future. Koah Hall 
hire increased this month to 13 which included 8 pilates classes, 3 driver training and 2 
private functions. The hall committee are extremely happy with the progress of the hall 
bookings. 
 
Chillagoe hosted the consistent bookings form the playgroup and local mothers 
meeting. 
 
Dimbulah also hosted the regular bookings of the Rhee Tae Kwo Do, Zumba and Jazz 
dance classes. Julatten Church Group were the regular users of the English Park Hall 
whilst Geraghty Park was hired by karate, yoga, and children's drama classes. 
Mutchilba Hall hosted a private party, a dinner and a community meeting. Almaden 
was again not used this month. 
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Figure 3. Monthly comparison halls 

 
Swimming Pools 
For February 2016 the total number of patrons that used all 3 pools was 11,252. This 
was an increase by 3,739 from January 2016. February 2015 recorded a total of 
10,750 patrons. 
 
The month prior comparison from January 2016 to February 2016, Mareeba Swimming 
Pool increased by 2,970, Kuranda figures increased by 433 and Dimbulah increased 
by 336. The increase of patrons this month is due to the continued hot weather and the 
commencement of school lessons and carnivals.  
 

 
Figure 4. Monthly comparison swimming pools 
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Park Hire 
Park hires are becoming more common with a total of 18 recorded this month. 
Ngoonbi Community Services hire Bartley Park in Kuranda every Wednesday evening 
to hold sports for the youth. Intomedia Film and Television hired Centenary Park 
Kuranda to film the local area and to film throughout Kuranda Village. Arnold and 
Centenary Parks Mareeba were both hired for Exercises in the Park for a gold coin 
donation fundraising for Domestic Violence, while Dimbulah Railway Heritage Park is 
hired for a market day once a month.  
 

 
Figure 5. Monthly comparison Park Hire 

 
Vandalism and Graffiti 
During February 2016 Facilities received reports of vandalism and graffiti occurring at 
the Kuranda Centenary Park toilets and Mareeba Centenary Park.  
 
Kuranda Centenary Park Toilets  
The toilets are opened at 6:30AM each morning and locked every night at 5:00PM.  
The damage has been sustained in February 2016 during the opening hours as 
follows: 
 

¶ Soap dispensers ripped off the walls; 

¶ Graffiti on the toilet block. 
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Mareeba Centenary Park 
On 18 February 2016 it was reported the 100 Park Landmark sign had been 
vandalised and defaced with graffiti. The damage sustained is as follows: 
 

¶ Paint had been peeled off the walls; 

¶ Concrete was chipped at;  

¶ Graffiti written in marker pen on the walls; 

¶ Graffiti written in spray paint on the walls; 

¶ Graffiti written in spray paint over the plaque.  
 

The damage was subsequently repaired that same morning prior to the 
commencement of the Commemorative Plaque Ceremony that was due to be held. 
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Theft 
Julatten Abattoir Swamp - 18 and 20 February 2016. 
 

A container storing materials, tools, PPE and equipment for the replacement 
boardwalk was broken into on two (2) occasions. The contents of the container were 
taken and the total estimated amount was over $15,000 worth of materials and 
equipment.  Below - work in progress on boardwalk. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Nil 
 
External 
Nil 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Nil 
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IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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ITEM-5 APPLICATION TO CLOSE ROAD RESERVES & OPEN 
NEW RESERVE - OFF RASMUSSEN ROAD, JULATTEN 
ADJOINING LOT 264 DA430  

 
DOCUMENT INFORMATION 
 

MEETING: Ordinary 
 

MEETING DATE: 16 March 2016 
 

REPORT OFFICERôS  
TITLE: Manager Technical Services 
 
DEPARTMENT: Infrastructure Services, Technical Services 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has been requested to support an Application to the Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines (DNRM) to close two (2) existing road reserves and open a new road 
reserve over an existing formed road off Rasmussen Road, Julatten. 
 
Council currently maintains Rasmussen Road from the intersection of Euluma Creek Road 
to a point where the road departs from the road reserve, a distance of approximately 3.0 km. 
 
The applicant is requesting that a new road reserve be created over the currently 
unmaintained section of road not located on road reserve for a length of approximately 
1.7km.  
 

OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION 

"That Council advise the applicant that it has no objection to the closure of the existing two 
road reserves and opening of a new road reserve off Rasmussen Road adjoining Lot 264 
DA430, subject to: 
 

1. the road to be located within the new road reserve is to be upgraded to the 
FNQROC standard for low volume gravel roads including all necessary drainage 
structures and that it be maintained by the applicant for a period of twelve 
months after practical completion, prior to final acceptance by Council; and 

 
2. the applicant is responsible for all costs associated with the opening, closures 

and upgrade works." 
 

BACKGROUND 

Rasmussen Road is a low volume gravel road, is maintained by Council for a length of 
approximately 3.0km from the intersection of Euluma Creek Road and is located on road 
reserve. 
 
From the end of the maintained section there is a further 1.70km of formed track, which is 
partially located on the existing road reserve, and is not currently maintained by Council. 
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The applicant is applying to the Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) to 
close the two adjacent road reserves and open a new road reserve over this 1.70km section. 
As part of this application, DNRM require approval from the road manager, which in this 
case is Mareeba Shire Council, prior to considering this application. 
 
As there is an existing road reserve adjacent to this 1.70km section of Rasmussen Road, the 
applicant's request is considered reasonable as it formalises the current access 
arrangement in the area. 
 
Should Council decide to support the opening and is prepared to include this 1.70km section 
of road in the future maintenance program, it is recommended that the applicant be required 
to upgrade the existing to FNQROC low volume gravel road standard including the 
installation of any drainage structures.  
 
Also the applicant be required to maintain the road for a period of twelve months after 
practical completion, prior to final acceptance by Council and that all costs associated with 
the opening, closures and road upgrade be the responsibility of the applicant. 
 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

ECON 3 - Undertake the management of Council's assets in accordance with the long term 
asset management plans developed for all infrastructure asset classes to ensure the Shire's 
infrastructure networks are maintained and renewed to maximise their long term benefit to 
industry and the community. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal 
Technical Officer Subdivisions 
 
External 
The applicant 
 

LEGAL AND RISK IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL AND RISKS) 

Nil 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL & RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 
 
Operating 
Maintenance grade / slashing / herbicide Treatment $3,500/year if slashing and herbicide 
treatment carried out twice a year. 
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Is the expenditure noted above included in the 2015/2016 budget? 

To be included in overall road maintenance budget 
 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Should Council approve the road closures and opening then the applicant will be advised 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Applicant's letter and forms received 16 February 2016; 
2. Locality Plan 
 
Date Prepared:  7 March 2016 
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