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8 CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

8.1 SERENITAS MANAGEMENT PTY LTD - MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE - RETIREMENT FACILITY 
(EXTENSION TO THE EXISTING THYME RESORT) - LOT 9 ON RP737161 - 10 MARGHERITA 
CLOSE, MAREEBA - MCU/26/0006 

Date Prepared: 9 August 2026 

Author: Supervisor Planning & Building 

Attachments: 1. Proposal Plans ⇩  
2. Submisions ⇩  
3. Applicants Response to Submissions ⇩   

  

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT Serenitas 
Management Pty Ltd 

ADDRESS 10 Margherita Close, 
Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 10 April 2026 RPD Lot 9 on RP737161 

TYPE OF APPROVAL Development Permit 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Material Change of Use – Retirement Facility (extension of the 
existing Thyme Resort) 

FILE NO MCU/26/0006 AREA 7,305m2 

LODGED BY RPS AAP Consulting Pty 
Ltd 

OWNER T & I Paterson 

PLANNING SCHEME Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 

ZONE Rural Residential zone 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Impact Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS 17 Submissions 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of an impact assessable development application described in the above 
application details. During the mandatory public notification period, 17 properly made submissions 
were received.  

The application proposes the expansion of the long-established Thyme Lifestyle Resort onto eastern 
adjacent land which is situated on the corner of Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close, Mareeba. The 
land previously accommodated the Mareeba Garden Centre, known locally as “Anza Nursery”. The 
expansion will include 10 x 1 bedroom units (in 5 duplexes) and 14 x 2 bedroom units with vehicular 
access gained via Margherita Close and pedestrian access maintained through to Thyme’s 
communal resort facilities. 

The subject land is situated in the southwest corner of a cluster of Rural residential zoned 
allotments, with the existing Thyme resort being zoned Low density residential. The Resort’s 
proposed encroachment into this Rural residential cluster is the application’s primary town planning 
consideration. Although there are a number of assessment benchmarks within the Planning Scheme 
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that seek to maintain dwelling densities within the Rural residential zone and limit further 
densification, there are avenues that allow higher density development to occur where that 
development holds a direct relationship with the land on which it is proposed, and where residential 
amenity can be maintained. The proposed development is considered to have a direct relationship 
with the land on which it is proposed as it adjoins the existing Thyme Resort and will maintain 
pedestrian connectivity to the Resort’s communal facilities. Expansion of such a facility into 
adjoining land is common sense from a town planning perspective. 

The existing Thyme Resort already maintains a 390 metre long interface (common boundary) with 
this same cluster of rural residential lots, with no documented long term land use conflict on record. 
A suite of conditions has been recommended to help minimise amenity impacts on adjoining land 
particularly with regards to privacy and lighting. Notwithstanding this, some visual amenity impacts 
are expected, with immediate adjoining landowners likely to experience a loss of openness and 
spatial separation as a result of the development’s increased density. These impacts are, however, 
not likely to result in an unreasonable or unacceptable loss of residential amenity. 

It is recommended that the application be approved in full, subject to conditions. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That in relation to the following development application: 

 

and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016, the applicant be notified that the application for a 
development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 

Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject to 
assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), relevant period in (E), 
further permits in (F), and further approvals from Council listed in (G); 

And 

The assessment manager does consider that the assessment manager’s decision conflicts with a 
relevant instrument. 

(A) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Material Change of Use – 
Retirement Facility (Extension of Existing Thyme Lifestyle 
Resort) 

 

 

 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT Serenitas 
Management Pty Ltd 

ADDRESS 10 Margherita 
Close, Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 10 April 2026 RPD Lot 9 on RP737161 

TYPE OF APPROVAL Development Permit 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Material Change of Use – Retirement Facility (extension 
of the existing Thyme Resort) 
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(B) APPROVED PLANS: 

 

(C) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 

(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 

1. Development must be carried out generally in accordance with the approved plans and 
the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted with the application, subject to 
any alterations: 

• found necessary by Council’s delegated officer at the time of examination of the 
engineering plans or during construction of the development because of 
particular engineering requirements; or  

• to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 

2. Timing of Effect 

2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the commencement of the use 
except where specified otherwise in these conditions of approval. 

2.2 Prior to the commencement of use, the applicant must notify Council that all the 
conditions have been complied with, except where specified otherwise in these 
conditions of approval. 

3. General 

3.1 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary alterations to 
existing public utility mains, services or installations required by works in relation 
to the proposed development or any works required by condition(s) of this 
approval. 

3.2 All works must be designed, constructed and carried out in accordance with 
FNQROC Development Manual requirements (as amended) and to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

388777-1 Thyme Lifestyle Resort – 
Concept Option 

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd 21/02/2025 

388777-1 Thyme Lifestyle Resort – 
Concept Option 

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd 21/02/2025 

A1 – RHS Sheet 3 of 17 Proposed Residence: Type 
– A1 – LHS Floorplan 

4Site Design 08/11/2024 

A1 – RHS Sheet 5 of 17 Proposed Residence: Type 
– A1 – LHS Elevations 1/2  

4Site Design 08/11/2024 

A1 – RHS Sheet 6 of 17 Proposed Residence: Type 
– A1 – LHS Elevations 2/2 

4Site Design 08/11/2024 

0389-Granite-2 Sheet 
No. WD 02 Issue A 

Set-out Plan & Room 
Areas 

Gregory G Terzi Building Design 
& Drafting 

Jan 2024 

0389-Granite-2 Sheet 
No. WD 11 Issue A 

End Views – Garage / 
Patio & Unit Side Views 

Gregory G Terzi Building Design 
& Drafting 

Jan 2024 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 8.1 Page 10 

3.3 Lot/Resort Amalgamation 

Prior to the Commencement of the use (the first dwelling being occupied), the 
site (Lot 9 on RP737161) must be amalgamated with adjoining Lot 2 on RP727326 
(existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort site).   

3.4 Waste Management 

Each dwelling must be provided with at least 1 domestic refuse bin which must 
be screened from view from adjoining properties and road reserve by 1 metre 
wide landscaped screening buffer or 1.8m high solid fence or building. 

Refuse collection must occur internally only, with no storage for collection 
permitted on either Anzac Avenue or Margherita Close. 

3.5 Light spill 

In order to help minimise lighting impacts on adjacent land, no flood lights or 
similar are permitted to be installed at the rear of any dwelling that shine 
horizontally out from any dwelling. Outdoor lighting is permitted where they are 
mounted to face downwards such as suffete mounted downlights or similar and 
do not shine light over rear boundary fencing. 

3.6 Setbacks 

Dwellings must be setback a minimum distance of 2 metres from the common 
boundaries of Lot 1 on RP737161 and Lot 1 on RP731680. 

3.7 Advertising signage 

Any signage proposed facing Anzac Avenue or Margherita Close must be 
approved by Council as part of the subsequent application for operational works. 
Signage must be incorporated into/onto front boundary fencing and cannot be 
freestanding.  

4. Infrastructure Services and Standards 

4.1 Access – Margherita Close 

A commercial crossover (concrete only) wide enough to allow two directional 
traffic movements must be constructed (from the edge of Margherita Close to 
the property boundary of the subject site) in accordance with the FNQROC 
Development Manual, to the satisfaction of Council's delegated officer. 

Where applicable, the applicant/developer must ensure that any redundant 
vehicle crossovers are removed and reinstated with kerb and channel, and that 
any existing sections of damaged kerb and channel are repaired, to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

4.2 Stormwater Drainage/Water Quality 

4.2.1 The applicant/developer must take all reasonable steps to ensure a non-
worsening effect on surrounding land as a consequence of the 
development. 

4.2.2 The applicant must submit a Stormwater Management Plan and Report 
prepared and certified by a suitably qualified design engineer (RPEQ) that 
meets or exceeds the standards of design and construction set out in the 
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Queensland Urban Drainage Manual (QUDM) and the FNQROC 
Development Manual to the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

4.2.3 The applicant must submit a Stormwater Quality Management Plan and 
Report prepared and certified by a suitably qualified design engineer 
(RPEQ) that meets or exceeds the standards of design and construction 
set out in the Urban Stormwater Quality Planning Guideline and the 
Queensland Water Quality Guideline to the satisfaction of Council’s 
delegated officer. 

4.2.4 The Stormwater Quality Management Plan must include an Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan that meets or exceeds the Soil Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control Guidelines (Institute of Engineers Australia) to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

4.2.5 The applicant/developer must construct the stormwater drainage 
infrastructure in accordance with the approved Stormwater Management 
Plan and/or Stormwater Quality Management Plan and Report. All 
stormwater must be discharged to a designated legal point of discharge.  

4.2.6 All stormwater channels through private property must be registered, 
with the easement for drainage purposes in favour of Council. All 
documentation leading to the registration of the easement must be 
completed at no cost to Council. 

4.2.7 The applicant (at their cost) must video all stormwater lines and submit 
the video for inspection by Council’s delegated officer prior to the 
development being taken "off maintenance" to ensure that no defects 
have occurred during the maintenance period. 

4.2.8 All drainage easements must be constructed to prevent erosion. 
Construction may be in the form of a concrete invert, with outlet 
protection. 

4.3 Earthworks 

All earthworks must be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the 
FNQROC Development Manual (as amended) to the satisfaction of Council's 
delegated officer. 

4.4 Car Parking/Internal Driveways 

The applicant/developer must ensure that each dwelling is provided with at least 
1 undercover attached car park. In order to minimise parking nuisance on-site, 
dwellings constructed on sites 1-14 must be designed so that the garages are 
setback like that shown on the approved plans for the “Cassina” layout in order 
to allow for visitor parking in a tandem arrangement in front of each garage.   

At least 4 visitor parking spaces must be incorporated into the internal 
road/driveway design as shown on the approved plans. These visitor parking 
spaces must be signposted for visitor use only, which must be enforced by on-
site management, at all times.    

As part of the subsequent application for operational works, the 
applicant/developer must submit engineering plans and specifications, prepared 
by a Registered Professional Engineer of Queensland (RPEQ) or an Architectural 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 8.1 Page 12 

Building Designer, for the construction of proposed car parking facilities and 
internal driveways demonstrating: 

• Compliance with Australian Standard AS2890.1 Off Street Parking – Car 
Parking Facilities; 

• Compliance with Australian Standard AS2890.6 – Parking Facilities – Off-
street parking for people with disabilities; 

A sign must be erected in proximity to the access driveway indicating the 
availability of on-site car parking. 

4.5 Frontage Works – Anzac Avenue/Margherita Close 

The applicant/developer is required to construct the following works, designed 
in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards (as amended) to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer: 

4.5.1 Widen Anzac Avenue, including the installation of kerb and channel for 
the full frontage of Lot 1 on RP731680 and the Anzac Avenue frontage of 
Lot 9 on RP737161 to the same width as that achieved along the existing 
frontage of Lot 2 on RP727326. 

4.5.2 Install a 2m wide pedestrian footpath along the full length of the Anzac 
Avenue frontage of Lot 1 on RP731680 and Lot 9 on RP737161. 

4.5.3 Install a 2m wide pedestrian footpath along the full length of the 
Margherita Close frontage of Lot 9 on RP737161, linking to the footpath 
required under 4.5.2. 

4.5.4 The planting of street trees along the Anzac Avenue frontage only of Lot 
1 on RP731680 and Lot 9 on RP737161. The planting should be of similar 
spacing to that along the existing frontage of Lot 2 on RP727326 and plant 
species should be the same or similar, to the satisfaction of Council’s 
delegated officer.  

4.5.5 The intersection of Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close must be upgraded 
in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards. The 
intersection upgrade must include a channelised right-turn treatment, 
short treatment (CHR(S)) for right turning traffic from Anzac Avenue.  

4.5.6 A pedestrian crossing, including approaches, across Anzac Avenue linking 
the Anzac Avenue footpath and Cedric Davies Hub carpark. The consulting 
design RPEQ must design the crossing at a location that will maximise 
pedestrian safety. 

4.5.7 Any other verge restoration works deemed necessary including the 
installation of a new crossover for Lot 1 on RP731680.  

All reasonable costs involved with upgrading the Anzac Avenue frontage of Lot 1 
on RP731680, including the cost of the design, construction and commissioning 
of the works, as agreed to by Council’s delegated officer will be paid for by 
Council.  

4.6 The access to the Cedric Davies Hub carpark must be relocated at the same time 
the Anzac Avenue/Margherita Close frontage works are carried out. The access 
must be relocated to a location that does not conflict with any redesigned 
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intersection, frontage works or the pedestrian crossing. The relocated access 
location must be agreed to by Council’s delegated officer prior to a formal design 
being submitted to Council as part of a subsequent application for Operational 
Works. 

The existing Cedric Davies Hub carpark access must be decommissioned and 
reinstated with landscaped garden bed and any damaged kerbing must be 
replaced, to the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

4.7 Landscaping & Fencing 

4.7.1 As part of the subsequent application for operational works, a detailed 
landscape and fencing plan must be prepared for the site and submitted 
to Council's delegated officer for consideration and approval. 

4.7.2 The landscape and fencing plan must include the following:  

-  at least 10% of the site as landscaping, with at least 25% of new plants 
provided as larger, advanced stock with a minimum height of 0.7 
metres. 

-  an internal footpath plan. 
- all grassed areas in communal spaces that must be grassed with 

natural turf/lawn and not artificial turf.  
-  verge landscaping (external to the site), consistent with existing 

landscaping along the frontage of Lot 2 on RP727326. This 
landscaping must extend the full frontage of Lot 9 on RP737161 only 
(not required along Margherita Close). 

-  Rendered masonry block road boundary fencing (including slat 
fencing inlays) of the same design/appearance as that existing along 
the frontage of Lot 2 on RP727326. This fencing must extend the 
entire frontage of Lot 9 on RP737161 for both the Anzac Avenue and 
Margherita Close frontages (excluding access ways). 

- New 1.8m high solid screen colorbond fencing (of neutral colour) 
erected along the full length of the common boundaries with Lots 1 
on RP731680 and Lot 1 on RP737161. 

 
4.7.3 Plant species used are to be generally consistent with those listed in the 

Plant Schedule in Planning Scheme Policy 6 - Landscaping and preferred 
plant species. 

4.7.4 The landscaping of the site must be carried out prior to the 
commencement of the use and in accordance with the endorsed 
landscape plan/s. All landscaping must be mulched, irrigated and 
maintained for the life of the development, to the satisfaction of Council's 
delegated officer. 

4.8 Water Supply 

The applicant/developer must connect the proposed development to the 
Council’s reticulated water supply system in accordance with FNQROC 
Development Manual standards (as amended) to the satisfaction of Council’s 
delegated officer. 
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Where the existing reticulated water supply does not currently service the site or 
is not at an adequate capacity to serve the proposed development requirements, 
the applicant/developer is required to extend the reticulated water supply 
infrastructure to connect the site to Council's existing infrastructure at a point 
that has sufficient capacity to service the development requirements in 
accordance with FNQROC Development Manual Standard (as amended). 

4.9 Sewerage Connection 

The applicant/developer must connect the proposed development to Council’s 
reticulated sewerage system in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual 
standards (as amended) to the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

Where sewerage connections are not available to the site, or where existing 
connections are not satisfactory for the proposed development, the 
applicant/developer is required to extend the reticulated sewerage 
infrastructure to connect the site to Council’s existing infrastructure at a point 
that has sufficient capacity to service the development in accordance with 
FNQROC Development Manual standards (as amended). 

4.10 Lighting 

Street lighting must be provided to Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close in 
accordance with FNQROC Development requirements (as amended) and to the 
satisfaction of Council's delegated officer. 

(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 

(a) An Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice has been issued with respect to the 
approved development. The Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice details the type of 
infrastructure charge/s, the amount of the charge/s and when the charge/s are 
payable.  

(b) The Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice does not include all charges or payments 
that are payable with respect to the approved development. A number of other charges 
or payments may be payable as conditions of approval. The applicable fee is set out in 
Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule for each respective financial year. 

(c) Compliance with applicable codes/policies  

The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions of 
Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and Planning Scheme 
Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition of this approval.  

(d) Compliance with Acts and Regulations 

The erection and use of the building must comply with the Building Act and all other 
relevant Acts, Regulations and Laws, and these approval conditions. 

(e) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are likely 
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to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental significance. Further 
information on these matters can be obtained from www.dcceew.gov.au. 

(f) Cultural Heritage 

In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the “cultural 
heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural heritage duty of care 
if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural heritage duty of care 
guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against the duty of care guidelines 
will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal cultural heritage may be harmed 
by the activity. Further information on cultural heritage, together with a copy of the 
duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage search forms, may be obtained from 
www.dsdsatsip.qld.gov.au. 

(g)  Electric Ants 

Electric ants are designated as restricted biosecurity matter under the Biosecurity Act 
2014. 

Certain restrictions and obligations are placed on persons dealing with electric ant 
carriers within the electric ant restricted zone. Movement restrictions apply in 
accordance with Sections 74–77 of the Biosecurity Regulation 2016. Penalties may be 
imposed on movement of electric ant carriers and electric ants in contravention of the 
legislated restrictions. It is the responsibility of the applicant to check if the nominated 
property lies within a restricted zone. 

All persons within and outside the electric ant biosecurity zone have an obligation (a 
general biosecurity obligation) to manage biosecurity risks and threats that are under 
their control, they know about, or they are expected to know about. Penalties may 
apply for failure to comply with a general biosecurity obligation. 

For more information please visit the electric ant website at Electric ants in Queensland 
| Business Queensland or contact Biosecurity Queensland 13 25 23. 

(E) RELEVANT PERIOD 

When approval lapses if development not started (s.85) 

• Material Change of Use – six (6) years (starting the day the approval takes effect); 

(F) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 

• Development Permit for Building Work 

• Development Permit for Operational Works 

(G) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 

• Compliance Permit for Plumbing and Drainage Work 
 
 

http://www.dcceew.gov.au/
http://www.dsdsatsip.qld.gov.au/
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/electric-ants
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/electric-ants
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2. That an Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice be issued for the following infrastructure 
charge/s for: 

Category Use Charge 
Unit of 
Measure 

Charge Rate No of Units Amount 

Proposal 

Accommodation 
(long term) 

Retirement 
facility 

Per 1 or 2 bed 
dwelling 

$16,608.00 24 $398,592.00 

Credit 

Residential 
Dwelling House 
(no sewer – 80% 
of charge rate) 

Per 3 or more 
bed 

$18,601.60 1 $18,601.60 

Commercial 
(bulk goods) 

Garden centre Per m2 of GFA $122.30 580m2 $70,934.00 

TOTAL $309,056.40 

Note:  The abovementioned adopted infrastructure charges may be subject to offsets or refunds in 
accordance with Part 6 of Councils Adopted Infrastructure Charges Resolution (No. 1) 2026.  

 
THE SITE 

The subject site previously accommodated the Mareeba Garden Centre, known locally as “Anza 
Nursery”, and is situated on the corner of Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close, Mareeba, and 
formally described as Lot 9 on RP737161. The site is irregular in shape with a total area of 7,305m2 
and is zoned Rural Residential (Precinct A – 4,000m2) under the Mareeba Shire Council Planning 
Scheme 2016. 

The site gains access from both Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close, both of which are constructed 
to bitumen/asphalt sealed standards, although no kerbing exists along the Anzac Avenue frontage 
of the land. The site is improved by a dwelling and various buildings and greenhouse structures 
associated with the former use of the site as a commercial nursery. 

Surrounding land to the north and east is zoned Rural Residential and is characterised by single 
detached dwellings on lots between 4,000m2 and 8,000m2 in size. The large land parcel adjoining to 
the west is the current Thyme Lifestyle Resort and is zoned Low density residential, containing a 
large number of independent living dwellings and associated communal resort infrastructure. 
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be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

The subject site is situated adjacent the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort and was the former site of 
the Mareeba Garden Centre, known locally as “Anza Nursery”. 

Thyme Lifestyle Resort is completely built out, with the parent company looking to utilise adjacent 
land to provide additional housing while providing access to Thyme’s existing communal resort 
infrastructure which includes a clubhouse, cinema, lawn bowls and swimming pool.  

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS & APPROVALS 

Nil 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

The development application seeks a Development Permit for Material Change of Use – Retirement 
Facility (extension of the existing Thyme Resort) in accordance with the plans shown in Attachment 
1. 

It is proposed to expand the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort onto eastern adjoining land. The 
proposal would involve the creation of 19 serviced home sites, a new internal road network and 
pedestrian link to the existing Resort and its facilities. Access to the development would be provided 
by a new driveway from Margherita Close located 58 metres to the northeast of the intersection of 
Margherita Close and Anzac Avenue. 

  

The home sites will range in size from 210m2 to 587m2 and would be developed with a diversity of 
housing types. Five (5) of the sites, being site 15 to 19 would be developed with duplex style housing 
comprising two (2) x 1 bedroom self-contained dwellings. The remainder of the sites would be 
developed with two bedroom detached houses. Indicative floor plans of the housing typology are 
provided above and below. 
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REGIONAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

The subject site is included within the Urban Footprint land use category in the Far North 
Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031. Mareeba is identified as a Major Regional Activity Centre in 
the Regional Plan. The Regional Plan Map 3- ‘Areas of Ecological Significance’ does not identify the 
site as being of any significance. 

PLANNING SCHEME DESIGNATIONS 

Strategic Framework: Land Use Categories 

• Rural Residential Area 
Transport Elements 

• Local Collector Road 

• Principal Cycle Routes 

Zone: Rural Residential zone 

Overlays: Agricultural land overlay 
Airport environs overlay 
Transport infrastructure overlay 
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Planning Scheme Definitions 

The proposed use is defined as: 

Column 1 
Use 

Column 2 
Definition 

Column 3 
Examples include 

Column 4 
Does not include the 
following examples 

Retirement facility A residential use of 
premises for an 
integrated community 
and specifically built and 
designed for older 
people. 

The use includes 
independent living units 
and may include 
serviced units where 
residents require some 
support with health care 
and daily living needs. 

The use may also 
include a manager’s 
residence and office, 
food and drink outlet, 
amenity buildings, 
communal facilities and 
accommodation for 
staff. 

Retirement village Residential care facility 

RELEVANT PLANNING INSTRUMENTS 

Assessment of the proposed development against the relevant planning instruments is summarised 
as follows: 

Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 

Separate assessment against the Regional Plan is not required because the Mareeba Shire Council 
Planning Scheme appropriately advances the Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031, as it 
applies to the planning scheme area. 

State Planning Policy 

Separate assessment against the State Planning Policy (SPP) is not required because the Mareeba 
Shire Council Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the SPP. 

 

 

 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 8.1 Page 21 

Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 

Strategic Framework 

3.3 Settlement pattern and built environment 

3.3.1 Strategic outcomes 

(3) Residential areas and urban expansion areas support strategically located and logically 
sequenced residential development, maximising the efficient utilisation of new and 
existing infrastructure, particularly active and public transport. Residential development, 
including infill housing in designated areas, is focussed in Mareeba and the Kuranda 
district. A diversity of housing choices is developed within proximity to services and 
activity centres while protecting the character of the shire.  

Housing for aged persons, both for independent and assisted living, is provided to 
support the aging population of the shire. Aged care development is provided in suitable 
locations in the residential areas and urban expansion areas of the shire. 

Comment 

The expansion of the Thyme Lifestyle Resort into an adjoining allotment is logical, sequential and 
makes sense from a town planning perspective. The development will maximise the efficient 
utilisation of new and existing infrastructure with upgrades required to Anzac Avenue and the Anzac 
Avenue/Margherita Close intersection to help improve safety and traffic flow. The Cedric Davies 
Hub carpark access will also be relocated to a safer location, and a pedestrian crossing will be 
installed across Anzac Avenue. 

The development will provide additional in-demand independent living options in Mareeba for 
those aging and looking to downsize which will, in-turn, help to alleviate pressure on the existing 
housing stock. The development complies with Strategic Outcome (3). 

(4) Rural residential areas are intended to support rural residential development of varying 
densities, to prevent further fragmentation and alienation of rural areas, conservation 
areas and biodiversity areas within the regional landscape. Rural residential areas 
predominantly maintain the current density of development, with infill subdivision of 
rural residential areas generally limited to identified areas where consistent with the 
desired character and where adequate services and infrastructure are available or can 
be adequately and cost-effectively provided. 

Comment 

The subject site sits in the southwest corner of a Rural residential cluster of lots approximately 36 
hectares in size and comprising 77 Rural residential allotments. The proposed development will 
encroach into just 1 of these 77 allotments covering an area of only 7,305m2, or just 2% of the land 
mass of this rural residential cluster. Strategic Outcome (4) requires that rural residential areas 
predominately maintain the current density of development, which is considered the case in this 
instance with only a small portion of the rural residential area undergoing densification. The 
expansion of the lifestyle resort onto adjoining land is logical, sequential and makes sense from a 
town planning perspective. 
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In terms of amenity impacts, the existing Thyme Resort already maintains a 390 metre long interface 
(common boundary) with this same cluster of rural residential lots, with no documented long term 
land use conflict on record. A suite of conditions has been recommended to help minimise amenity 
impacts on adjoining land particularly with regards to privacy and lighting. Notwithstanding this, 
some visual amenity impacts are expected, with immediate adjoining landowners likely to 
experience a loss of openness and spatial separation as a result of the high density development. 
These impacts are, however, not likely to result in an unreasonable or unacceptable loss of 
residential amenity.  

With regards to traffic, the proposed development is likely to generate the same, if not less traffic 
than the previous use of the site for a busy commercial plant nursery, particularly on weekends. 
Amenity impacts to Margherita Close residents beyond immediately adjoining land are likely to be 
minimal. The development does not compromise Strategic Outcome (4). 

3.3.9 Element—Aged care and retirement areas  

3.3.9.1 Specific outcomes 

(1) Appropriately designed and serviced aged accommodation, including residential care 
and retirement facilities, which take into account the support services required as 
people become less independent, are developed throughout Mareeba Shire’s 
residential areas and urban expansion areas. 

(2) Small scale, low cost aged accommodation close to the CBD and health services 
catering for independent living are encouraged to cater to Mareeba’s ageing 
population.  

Comment 

The application proposes the expansion of the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort onto an adjoining 
property. The proposed expansion will include 24 additional independent living dwellings with 
access to the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort communal facilities. 

The proposed development is appropriately located within the urban footprint within Mareeba’s 
eastern growth corridor and will be situated in close proximity to medical services (Amaroo Medical, 
Amaroo Pharmacy) as well as the Cedric Davies Hub. The proposed development will contribute to 
Mareeba’s stock of housing for aged persons by providing an additional 24 independent living 
dwellings for over 50’s. In turn, this will also help to alleviate pressure on the existing housing stock 
as aging people look to downsize.  

Despite encroaching into Rural residential zoned land, it is considered that the development has 
been appropriately conditioned to ensure amenity impacts on surrounding properties will be 
minimised. The development complies with Specific Outcomes (1) and (2). 

3.3.10 Element—Rural residential areas 

3.3.10.1 Specific outcomes 

(2) Infill development within rural residential areas occurs only where appropriate levels 
of infrastructure are available and provided, the existing rural living character can be 
maintained and an activity centre is proximate. 
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(3) No further subdivision of greater than anticipated density occurs within rural 
residential areas that are not proximate to an activity centre and its attending 
physical and social infrastructure. 

(4) Rural residential areas across Mareeba Shire are characterised by a range of lot sizes, 
consistent with the form of historical subdivision in the vicinity of proposed 
development. 

Comment 

The subject land is situated in the southwest corner of a cluster of Rural residential zoned 
allotments, with the existing Thyme resort being zoned Low density residential. The Resorts 
proposed encroachment into this Rural residential cluster is the applications primary town planning 
consideration. Although there are a number of assessment benchmarks within the Planning Scheme 
that seek to maintain dwelling densities within the Rural residential zone and limit further 
densification, there are avenues that allow higher density development to occur where that 
development holds a direct relationship with the land on which it is proposed, and where residential 
amenity can be maintained. The proposed development is considered to have a direct relationship 
with the land on which it is proposed as it adjoins the existing Thyme Resort and will maintain 
pedestrian connectivity to the Resorts communal facilities. Expansion of such a facility into adjoining 
land is logical and sensical from a town planning perspective.  

The existing Thyme Resort already maintains a 390 metre long interface (common boundary) with 
this same cluster of rural residential lots, with no documented long term land use conflict on record. 
A suite of conditions has been recommended to help minimise amenity impacts on adjoining land 
particularly with regards to privacy and lighting. Notwithstanding this, some visual amenity impacts 
are expected, with immediate adjoining landowners likely to experience a loss of openness and 
spatial separation as a result of the high density development. These impacts are, however, not 
likely to result in an unreasonable or unacceptable loss of residential amenity.  

The development is logical and sensical from a town planning perspective, providing additional in-
demand independent living options in Mareeba for those aging and looking to downsize.  

The development does not compromise Specific Outcomes (2), (3) and (4).  

Relevant Developments Codes 

The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the 
application: 

6.2.10 Rural residential zone code 
7.2.2 Mareeba local plan code 
8.2.1 Agricultural land overlay code 
8.2.2 Airport environs overlay code 
9.3.1 Accommodation activities code 
9.4.2 Landscaping code 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
9.4.5 Works, services and infrastructure code 

The application included a planning report and assessment against the planning scheme. An officer 
assessment has found that the application satisfies the relevant acceptable outcomes (or 
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performance outcome where no acceptable outcome applies) of the relevant codes set out below, 
provided reasonable and relevant conditions are attached to any approval. 

Relevant Codes Comments 

Rural residential zone code The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met).  

Refer to Planning Discussion section of report for further 
commentary in relation to amenity, siting and accommodation 
density. 

Mareeba local plan code The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met). 

Refer to code document for full commentary. 

Agricultural land overlay 
code 

The Planning Scheme erroneously includes the site and 
surrounding land rural residential lots within the Class A area. 
Assessment is not considered necessary in this instance. 

Airport environs overlay 
code 

The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met). 

Refer to code document for full commentary. 

Accommodation activities 
code 

The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met). 

Refer to code document for full commentary. 

Landscaping code The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met). 

Refer to code document for full commentary. 

Parking and access code The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met). 

Refer to code document for full commentary. 

Works, services and 
infrastructure code 

The application complies or can be conditioned to comply with 
the relevant acceptable outcomes contained within the code (or 
performance outcomes where no acceptable outcome is 
provided or where an acceptable outcome cannot be met). 
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Refer to code document for full commentary. 

Planning Scheme Policies/Infrastructure Charges Plan 

The following planning scheme policies are relevant to the application: 

Planning Scheme Policy 4 - FNQROC Regional Development Manual  

The development will be conditioned to require all development works be designed and constructed 
in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards. 

Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice 

Adopted Infrastructure Charges Resolution (No. 1) of 2026 identifies the applicable charge rates for 
a retirement facility: 

• $16,608.00 for each 1 or 2 bedroom dwelling; 

• $23,252.00 for each 3 or more bedroom dwelling. 

The development proposes 10 x 1 bedroom dwellings (5 attached duplexes) and 14 x 2 bedroom 
dwellings (detached). 

24 (1-2 bed dwellings) x $16,608.00 = $398,592.00 

The subject site was previously used as a Garden centre (plant nursery) and also contains a single 
dwelling (not connected to town sewer). The following credits are therefore applicable: 

• $18,601.60 for 1 x 3 or more bed dwelling (not connected to town sewer – 80% of charge rate) 

• $70,934.00 for Garden centre with 580m2 of gross floor area ($122.30 per m2 of GFA) 

Total credit for the site equates to $89,535.60. 

The final infrastructure charges payable are $398,592.00 - $89,535.60 = $309,056.40 

REFERRAL AGENCY 

This application did not trigger referral to a Referral Agency. 

Internal Consultation 

Technical Services Department – Development Engineering 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

The development proposal was placed on public notification from 4 June 2026 to 25 June 2026. The 
applicant submitted the notice of compliance on 30 June 2026 advising that the public notification 
requirements were carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Act.  

17 properly made submissions were received during the public notification period. 
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The grounds for objection/support are summarised and commented on below:  
 

Grounds for objection /support Comment 

Protection of street trees along Anzac Avenue 
(Tamarind Tree) 

This application does not propose the removal of any street 
trees. If approved, significant frontage works will be required 
along Anzac Avenue which will likely result in the requirement 
to remove these trees which is considered to be an acceptable 
consequence of the development. 

No formal protection exists for the street trees adjacent the site. 

Covered walkways to the clubhouse and other 
communal facilities have not been provided. 

This is an issue relating to the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort and 
is not relevant to the assessment of this application. Covered 
walkways are not proposed for this development, nor do Council 
officers believe they are required for independent living aged 
accommodation (as opposed to high dependency aged 
accommodation).  

Thyme Resort management is removing 
trees/shrubs/vegetation and excessively 
pruning what remains. Natural grass is being 
replaced with artificial turf. All this increases the 
heat load on houses and residents. 

This is an issue relating to the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort and 
is not relevant to the assessment of this application. This 
development will be appropriately landscaped (refer to 
Condition 4.7). 

2 additional houses were constructed in the 
existing Thyme Resort in an area previously 
earmarked for open space which has affected 
liveability. 

This is an issue relating to the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort and 
is not relevant to the assessment of this application. 

The promised pool heating has not been 
installed in the communal swimming pool. 

This is an issue relating to the existing Thyme Lifestyle Resort and 
is not relevant to the assessment of this application. 

Adverse impact on the residential amenity of 
existing residents in Margherita Close form 
increased traffic movements, increased noise 
and lighting, reduced privacy.  

Refer to Planning Discussion section of report for further 
commentary on amenity impacts. 

Adverse impacts on the local road network, 
specifically Margherita Close and Anzac Avenue. 

The Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close frontages of the site as 
well as the Anzac Avenue/Margherita Close intersection will be 
required to be upgraded to current standards. These works will 
be subject to a subsequent application to Council for 
Operational Works. 

Over-intensification of development and 
inconsistent with maintaining residential 
amenity. 

Refer to Planning Discussion section of report for further 
commentary. 

Lack of buffering between development and 
existing rural residential properties.  

Refer to Planning Discussion section of report for further 
commentary. 

The development is inconsistent with the 
purpose and intent of the Rual residential zone. 

Refer to Planning Discussion section of report for further 
commentary. 

Loss of rural residential character. Refer to Planning Discussion section of report for further 
commentary. 
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The engineering assessment does not have 
regard to plastics and microplastics 

It is understood this concern is in relation to the use of artificial 
turf in on-site landscaping. A condition of approval has been 
included restricting the use of artificial turf in the landscaping of 
the proposed development. 

The use of artificial turf in the existing Thyme resort is not a 
consideration for this application.  

The development would not be relocated 
dwellings as they would be built on foundations. 

The tenure and design of the dwellings have no bearing on the 
assessment of this application. The dwellings are  

On-site car parking provisions are inadequate. The proposed development comprising 24 accommodation units 
would provide 42 on-site car parking spaces comprising 28 
dedicated spaces plus 1 tandem space per two bedroom unit, 
being an additional 14 spaces.  

The planning accepted outcome for the planning scheme is 36 
spaces. The proposed development would exceed the 
carparking requirement of the planning scheme. 

There is insufficient capacity within the existing 
infrastructure networks to accommodate the 
development. 

The capacity of the existing infrastructure networks has been the 
subject of an engineering assessment, which has been 
submitted with the application. The assessment has concluded 
that it is anticipated that here is sufficient capacity within the 
networks to accommodate the development. 

A pedestrian crossing should be established 
across Anzac Avenue. 

A pedestrian crossing has been conditioned. 

Approving this development will set a precedent 
which will help facilitate further inappropriate 
development.  

Any future development applications for similar development 
will be required to be assessed on their individual merits. 

Submitters 

Name of Principal submitter Address 

1. Stewart & Catherine Heaps 141/36 Anzac Avenue, Mareeba QLD 4880  

2. John & Adriana Raso 8 Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

3. Leanne Trevisiol Leannetrev67@hotmail.com 

4. Teri Lambert 143/36 Anzac Avenue, Mareeba QLD 4880 

5. Rosanna Albrecht 4 Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

6. L & R Gasparetto 7A Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

7. Vincenzo Tatti 6 Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

8. Fred & Francis Cristaldi 2 Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

9. Jennifer Waterhouse 1B Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

10. Stephanie Prizmic 7B Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

11. Georgina Schincariol 3A Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 
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12. Murray Towne 5 Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

13. Raffaella Aloia 9 Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

14. Anjanette Idaho 38 Anzac Avenue, Mareeba QLD 4880 

15. Locky Bensted lockbensted@hotmail.com  

16. Rhys Davies 66/36 Anzac Avenue, Mareeba QLD 4880 

17. Robert Waterhouse 1B Margherita Close, Mareeba QLD 4880 

 

PLANNING DISCUSSION 

Rural residential zone Code 

(4) The purpose of the code will be achieved through the following overall outcomes: 

(a) The development of large rural residential lots with attendant provision of onsite 
infrastructure is facilitated;  

(b) Development within the zone preserves the environmental and topographical features 
of the land by integrating an appropriate scale of rural residential activities;  

(c) Development avoids areas of ecological significance;  
(d) Low-impact activities such as small-scale eco-tourism and outdoor recreation uses are 

permitted within the zone where the impacts of such uses are acceptable; 
(e) Natural features such as creeks, gullies, waterways, wetlands and vegetation and 

bushland are retained, enhanced and buffered from the impacts of development, with 
unavoidable impacts minimised through location, design, operation and management 
requirements;  

(f) Other uses may be appropriate where meeting the day to day needs of the rural 
residential catchment or having a direct relationship to the land in which the 
particular use is proposed. Any such uses should not have any adverse effects on the 
residential amenity of the area through factors such as noise generation, traffic 
generation or other factors associated with the use;  

(g) Reconfiguring a lot will maintain the predominant lot size of the precinct or intended 
for the precinct; and 

(h) Reconfiguring a lot involving the creation of new lots is not undertaken external to a 
precinct in the Rural residential zone in consideration of the inherent environmental, 
and/or physical infrastructure and/or social infrastructure constraints of Rural 
residential zoned land outside of identified precincts. 

Siting 
PO3 
Development is sited in a manner that considers and respects: 

(a) the siting and use of adjoining premises; 
(b) access to sunlight and daylight for the site and adjoining sites; 
(c) privacy and overlooking; 
(d) opportunities for casual surveillance of adjoining public spaces; 
(e) air circulation and access to natural breezes;  
(f) appearance of building bulk; and 
(g) relationship with road corridors. 

mailto:lockbensted@hotmail.com
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AO3 
Buildings and structures include a minimum setback of: 
(a) 40 metres from a frontage to a State-controlled Road;  
(b) 6 metres from a frontage to any other road;  
(c) 10 metres from a boundary to an adjoining lot in the 2 hectare precinct, 1 hectare 

precinct or the Rural zone or Conservation zone;  
(d) 5 metres from a boundary to an adjoining lot in the 4,000m2 precinct; and 
(e) 3 metres from a side or rear boundary otherwise. 

Comment 

The site does not have frontage to a State-controlled road. A 4m building setback is proposed along 
both Anzac Avenue and Margherita Close which does not comply with AO3(b). This lesser setback is 
actually greater than that existing for the established Thyme Resort fronting Anzac Avenue which 
does not cause any noticeable visual amenity impacts when driving along the road. The Anza 
Nursery greenhouse structures were also built right up to the Margherita Close frontage of the land. 
A condition of approval will require the existing extent of landscaping and rendered block/colorbond 
slat fencing constructed along the existing Resort frontage be replicated along the site’s frontages 
of both roads. The lesser road setbacks proposed will comply with PO3. 

AO3(d) calls for a 5m setback to adjoining lot 1 on RP731680 and Lot 1 on RP737161, however the 
proposed development achieves just a 2 metre setback. This lesser setback is not likely to impact on 
access to sunlight and daylight to adjoining premises, nor is it likely to impact on the availability of 
air circulation and access to natural breezes. 1.8m high solid screen fencing will be conditioned along 
common boundaries to ensure privacy and overlooking is appropriately managed. 

In terms of ‘appearance of building bulk’, some visual amenity impacts are expected, with 
immediate adjoining landowners likely to experience a loss of openness and spatial separation as a 
result of the higher density development abutting their land. Considering the development is single 
storey only, these impacts are not likely to result in an unreasonable or unacceptable loss of 
residential amenity. The development complies with PO3.  

Accommodation density 
• PO4 

The density of Accommodation activities:  

(a) contributes to housing choice and affordability; 
(b) respects the nature and density of surrounding land use;  
(c) does not cause amenity impacts beyond the reasonable expectation of accommodation 

density for the zone; and 
(d) is commensurate to the scale and frontage of the site. 

AO4 
Development provides a maximum density for accommodation activities of 1 dwelling or 
accommodation unit per lot. 

Site cover 
• PO5 

Buildings and structures occupy the site in a manner that: 

(a) makes efficient use of land; 
(b) is consistent with the bulk and scale of surrounding buildings; and 
(c) appropriately balances built and natural features. 
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AO6 
No acceptable outcome is provided 

Comment 

The proposed expansion will include 24 additional independent living dwellings and is therefore 
non-compliant with AO4. The proposed development will positively contribute to housing choice 
and affordability by providing an additional 24 independent living dwellings for over 50’s. In turn, 
this will also help to alleviate pressure on the existing housing stock as aging people look to 
downsize.  

The proposed development is considered to have a direct relationship with the land on which it is 
proposed as it adjoins the existing Thyme Resort and will maintain pedestrian connectivity to the 
Resorts communal facilities. Expansion of such a facility into adjoining land is logical and sensical 
from a town planning perspective.  

The existing Thyme Resort already maintains a 390 metre long interface (common boundary) with 
this same cluster of rural residential lots, with no documented long term land use conflict on record. 
A suite of conditions has been recommended to help minimise amenity impacts on adjoining land 
particularly with regards to privacy and lighting. Notwithstanding this, some visual amenity impacts 
are expected, with immediate adjoining landowners likely to experience a loss of openness and 
spatial separation as a result of the higher density development. These impacts are, however, not 
likely to result in an unreasonable or unacceptable loss of residential amenity. The development is 
considered to comply with Purpose Statement (f) of the Rural residential zone code and higher order 
Performance Outcomes PO4 and PO5.  

Amenity 
PO9 
Development must not detract from the amenity of the local area, having regard to: 
(a) noise; 
(b) hours of operation; 
(c) traffic; 
(d) advertising devices; 
(e) visual amenity; 
(f) privacy; 
(g) lighting; 
(h) odour; and 
(i) emissions. 
AO6 
No acceptable outcome is provided. 

Comment 

Noise 
Noise generated by the development will be domestic in nature only, likely limited to conversational 
noise from residents occupying backyard spaces. The development is not likely to have a noticeable 
impact on amenity as a result of noise. 

Hours of operation 
Not applicable - the proposed use is residential. 
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Traffic 

The development will likely generate similar, if not lesser volumes of traffic than the former use of 

the site as a commercial plant nursery. Additionally, the site is situated at the commencement of 

Margherita Close with traffic only needing to drive past 1 dwelling before entering the site. In 

consideration of this, and the fact that Margherita Close has a width of 13 metres which is in fact 

wider than other major roads like Ceola Drive and some parts of Anzac Avenue, the development is 

not likely to have a noticeable impact on amenity as a result of traffic generation. 

 

Advertising devices 

No advertising signage was proposed as part of the application. A condition of approval requires all 

advertising to be approved as part of the subsequent application for Operational Works and be 

limited to signage incorporated into the rendered block fence required along the frontage.  

Visual amenity 

Some visual amenity impacts are expected, with immediate adjoining landowners likely to 
experience a loss of openness and spatial separation as a result of the higher density development 
abutting their land. Considering the development is single storey only, these impacts are, however, 
not likely to result in an unreasonable or unacceptable loss of residential amenity. 

Privacy 

1.8m high solid screen fencing has been conditioned along common boundaries with adjoining lots. 

This fencing will ensure impacts associated with privacy and overlooking are minimised. The 

development is not likely to result in a loss of amenity by way of loss of privacy. 

Lighting 

A condition of approval has been included ensuring that roof and wall mounted flood lights and the 

like are not installed on dwellings within the development. Only outdoor lighting that faces 

downward like suffete mounted downlights will be permitted. Some minor light spill is still likely 

along common boundaries with adjoining land; however, these impacts will be minor in nature and 

are not likely to result in an unacceptable loss of amenity. 

Odour & Emissions 
The development is not likely to generate any other odours or emissions that would have a 
noticeable impact on amenity.  

Amenity impacts associated with the development are likely to be limited to immediate adjoining 
land only, with no noticeable impacts envisaged for greater Margherita Close residents. Impacts on 
adjoining landowners is likely to be limited to an increase in conversational noise at the fenceline, 
minor lighting impacts, and a more built-up outlook and a loss of openness and spatial separation 
as a result of the higher density development. These impacts are, however, not likely to result in an 
unreasonable or unacceptable loss of residential amenity, therefore the development is considered 
to comply with Performance Outcome PO9. 
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8.2 M & K HASTIE - RECONFIGURING A LOT - SUBDIVISION (1 INTO 2 LOTS) - LOT 10 ON 
SP198000 - 294 HASTIE ROAD, MAREEBA - RAL/26/0012 

Date Prepared: 21 July 2026 

Author: Coordinator Planning & Building 

Attachments: 1. Proposal Plan ⇩   
  

APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT M & K Hastie ADDRESS 294 Hastie Road, Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 10 June 2026 RPD Lot 10 on SP198000 

TYPE OF APPROVAL Development Permit 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Reconfiguring a Lot – Subdivision (1 into 2 lots) 

FILE NO RAL/26/0012 AREA 42.6987ha 

LODGED BY Freshwater Planning Pty 
Ltd 

OWNER M & K Hastie 

PLANNING SCHEME Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 

ZONE Emerging Community zone 

LEVEL OF  
ASSESSMENT 

Impact Assessment 

SUBMISSIONS Nil 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council is in receipt of a development application described in the above application details. 

The application is impact assessable and no properly made submissions were received in response 
to public notification of the application. 

The application and supporting material has been assessed against the Mareeba Shire Council 
Planning Scheme 2016 and does not conflict with any relevant planning instrument. 

Draft conditions were provided to the Applicant / care of their consultant and have been agreed. 

It is recommended that the application be approved in full with conditions. 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

1. That in relation to the following development application: 

 

APPLICATION PREMISES 

APPLICANT M & K Hastie ADDRESS 294 Hastie Road, 
Mareeba 

DATE LODGED 10 June 2026 RPD Lot 10 on SP198000 

TYPE OF APPROVAL Development Permit 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT Reconfiguring a Lot – Subdivision (1 into 2 lots) 
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and in accordance with the Planning Act 2016, the applicant be notified that the application for a 
development permit for the development specified in (A) is: 

Approved by Council in accordance with the approved plans/documents listed in (B), subject to 
assessment manager conditions in (C), assessment manager’s advice in (D), relevant period in (E), 
further permits in (F), and further approvals from Council listed in (G); 

And 

The assessment manager does not consider that the assessment manager’s decision conflicts with 
a relevant instrument. 

(A) APPROVED DEVELOPMENT: Development Permit for Reconfiguring a Lot – Subdivision (1 
into 2 lots) 

(B) APPROVED PLANS: 

 

(C) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S CONDITIONS (COUNCIL) 

(a) Development assessable against the Planning Scheme 

1. Development must be carried out generally in accordance with the approved 
plans and the facts and circumstances of the use as submitted with the 
application, and subject to any alterations: 

- found necessary by the Council’s delegated officer at the time of 
examination of the engineering plans or during construction of the 
development because of particular engineering requirements; and 

- to ensure compliance with the following conditions of approval. 

2. Timing of Effect 

2.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer prior to the endorsement of the 
plan of survey of the development, except where specified otherwise in 
these conditions of approval. 

3. General 

3.1 The applicant/developer is responsible for the cost of necessary alterations 
to existing public utility mains, services or installations required by works in 
relation to the proposed development or any works required by 
condition(s) of this approval. 

3.2 All payments or bonds required to be made to the Council pursuant to any 
condition of this approval must be made prior to the endorsement of the 
plan of survey and at the rate applicable at the time of payment. 

Plan/Document 
Number 

Plan/Document Title Prepared by Dated 

10030-LL1 Plan of Lots 11 & 12 
Cancelling Lot 10 on 
SP198000 

Twine Surveys Pty Ltd 20.03.2026 
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3.3 The developer must relocate (in accordance with FNQROC standards) any 
services such as water, sewer, drainage, telecommunications and 
electricity that are not wholly located within the lots that are being 
created/serviced where required by the relevant authority, unless 
approved by Council’s delegated officer. 

3.4 Where utilities (such as sewers on non-standard alignments) traverse lots 
to service another lot, easements must be created in favour of Council for 
access and maintenance purposes. The developer is to pay all costs 
(including Council’s legal expenses) to prepare and register the easement 
documents. 

3.5 All works must be designed, constructed and carried out in accordance with 
FNQROC Development Manual requirements (as amended) and to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

3.6 Charges 

All outstanding rates, charges, and expenses pertaining to the land are to 
be paid in full. 

3.7 Bushfire Management 

A Bushfire Hazard Management Plan for the development must be 
prepared by a suitably qualified person/s. The Bushfire Hazard 
Management Plan must demonstrate compliance with the relevant 
performance outcomes of the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 
2016 Bushfire Hazard Overlay Code. 

The development must comply with the requirements of the Bushfire 
Hazard Management Plan at all times. 

4. Infrastructure Services and Standards 

4.1 Access 

(a) Access must be provided to Lot 11 in accordance with the FNQROC 
Development Manual, to the satisfaction of Council's delegated 
officer. 

The provision of layback kerb along the frontage of Lot 11 will satisfy 
this condition. 

(b) An asphalt sealed, or concrete driveway shall be provided within the 
access handle of proposed Lot 11 to the satisfaction of Councils 
delegated officer. The driveway will: 

- have a minimum formation width of 3 metres 

- be constructed for the full length of the access handle 

- be formed with one-way crossfall to cater for stormwater 
drainage such that any stormwater runoff is contained within 
the access handle 

- service and utility conduits are to be provided for the full length 
of the concrete or sealed driveway constructed within the 
access handle. 
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4.2 Stormwater Drainage 

(a) The applicant/developer must take all necessary steps to ensure a 
non-worsening effect on surrounding land as a consequence of the 
development. 

(b) All stormwater drainage collected from the site must be discharged 
to an approved legal point of discharge. 

4.3 Roadworks – External Construction - Hastie Road Frontage of Lot 11 (15.538 
metres) 

Hastie Road, for the full frontage of Lot 11, must be upgraded/constructed 
in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards (as amended) 
to the satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

Specifically, layback kerbing must be constructed on the existing kerb 
alignment and Hastie Road, must be widened to the layback kerb. This 
widening must be blended into the existing seal to avoid sharp transitions 
in the sealed pavement. 

The widening works must be bitumen or asphalt standard, and must 
include sufficient overlapping of the existing bitumen seal to ensure an 
appropriate bond of surfaces is achieved, to the satisfaction of Council’s 
delegated officer. 

Prior to works commencing, plans for the works described above must be 
approved as part of an Operational Works application. 

4.4 Water Supply 

(a) Where the existing reticulated water supply does not currently 
service the site or is not at an adequate capacity, the developer is 
required to extend or upgrade the reticulated water supply 
infrastructure to connect the site to Council’s existing infrastructure 
at a point that has sufficient capacity to service the development in 
accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards (as 
amended). 

(b) A water service connection must be provided to Lot 11 in accordance 
with FNQROC Development Manual standards (as amended) to the 
satisfaction of Council’s delegated officer. 

4.5 Sewerage Connection 

Prior to the construction of a dwelling on Lot 11, the developer must 
connect Lot 11 to Council’s reticulated sewerage system in accordance with 
FNQROC Development Manual standards (as amended) to the satisfaction 
of Council’s delegated officer. 

Where sewerage connections are not available to the site, or where existing 
connections are not satisfactory for the proposed development, the 
developer is required to extend or upgrade the reticulated sewerage 
infrastructure to connect the site to Council’s existing infrastructure at a 
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point that has sufficient capacity to service the development in accordance 
with FNQROC Development Manual standards (as amended). 

4.6 Electricity provision/supply 

The applicant/developer must ensure that an appropriate level of 
electricity supply is provided to each allotment in accordance with FNQROC 
Development Manual standards (as amended) to the satisfaction of 
Council’s delegated officer. 

Written advice from an Electricity Service Provider is to be provided to 
Council indicating that an agreement has been made for the provision of 
power reticulation. 

4.7 Telecommunications 

The applicant/developer must demonstrate that a connection to the 
national broadband network is available for each allotment, or 
alternatively, enter into an agreement with a telecommunication carrier to 
provide telecommunication services to each lot and arrange provision of 
necessary conduits and enveloping pipes. 

(D) ASSESSMENT MANAGER’S ADVICE 

(a) An Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice has been issued with respect to the 
approved development. The Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice details the type of 
infrastructure charge/s, the amount of the charge/s and when the charge/s are 
payable.  

(b) The Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice does not include all charges or payments 
that are payable with respect to the approved development. A number of other charges 
or payments may be payable as conditions of approval. The applicable fee is set out in 
Council’s Fees & Charges Schedule for each respective financial year. 

(c) Endorsement Fees 

Council charges a fee for the endorsement of a Survey Plan, Community Management 
Statements, easement documents, and covenants. The fee is set out in Council’s Fees 
& Charges Schedule applicable for each respective financial year. 

(d) Compliance with applicable codes/policies  

The development must be carried out to ensure compliance with the provisions of 
Council’s Local Laws, Planning Scheme Policies, Planning Scheme and Planning Scheme 
Codes to the extent they have not been varied by a condition of this approval. 

(e) Notation on Rates Record 

A notation will be placed on Council’s Rate record with respect to each lot regarding 
the following conditions: 

• conditions regarding bushfire management 
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(f) Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The applicant is advised that referral may be required under the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 if the proposed activities are likely 
to have a significant impact on a matter of national environmental significance. Further 
information on these matters can be obtained from www.dcceew.gov.au. 

(g) Cultural Heritage 

In carrying out the activity the applicant must take all reasonable and practicable 
measures to ensure that no harm is done to Aboriginal cultural heritage (the “cultural 
heritage duty of care”). The applicant will comply with the cultural heritage duty of care 
if the applicant acts in accordance with gazetted cultural heritage duty of care 
guidelines. An assessment of the proposed activity against the duty of care guidelines 
will determine whether or to what extent Aboriginal cultural heritage may be harmed 
by the activity. Further information on cultural heritage, together with a copy of the 
duty of care guidelines and cultural heritage search forms, may be obtained from 
www.dsdsatsip.qld.gov.au. 

(h)  Electric Ants 

Electric ants are designated as restricted biosecurity matter under the Biosecurity Act 
2014. 

Certain restrictions and obligations are placed on persons dealing with electric ant 
carriers within the electric ant restricted zone. Movement restrictions apply in 
accordance with Sections 74–77 of the Biosecurity Regulation 2016. Penalties may be 
imposed on movement of electric ant carriers and electric ants in contravention of the 
legislated restrictions. It is the responsibility of the applicant to check if the nominated 
property lies within a restricted zone. 

All persons within and outside the electric ant biosecurity zone have an obligation (a 
general biosecurity obligation) to manage biosecurity risks and threats that are under 
their control, they know about, or they are expected to know about. Penalties may 
apply for failure to comply with a general biosecurity obligation. 

For more information please visit the electric ant website at Electric ants in Queensland 
| Business Queensland or contact Biosecurity Queensland 13 25 23. 

(E) RELEVANT PERIOD 

When approval lapses if development not started (s.85) 

• Reconfiguring a Lot – four (4) years (starting the day the approval takes effect); 

(F) OTHER NECESSARY DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AND/OR COMPLIANCE PERMITS 

• Development Permit for Operational Works 

(G) OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED FROM COUNCIL 

• Nil 

http://www.dcceew.gov.au/
http://www.dsdsatsip.qld.gov.au/
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/electric-ants
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/electric-ants
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2. That an Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice be issued for the following infrastructure 
charge/s for: 

Development Type Rate Measure Charge Credit Detail Balance 

  $ per Lot  Lots  Lots   

Residential $23,252.00 2 Lots $23,252.00 1 lot $23,252.00 

TOTAL CURRENT AMOUNT OF CHARGE $23,252.00 
 

 
THE SITE 

The subject site is described as Lot 10 on SP198000, situated at 294 Hastie Road, Mareeba. 

The site is irregular in shape, having an area of 42.6987 hectares with a frontage of approximately 
650 metres to Hastie Road. Hastie Road is formed to bitumen sealed standard for the majority of 
the site’s frontage. The site is accessed from Hastie Road. 

A secondary frontage of approximately 670 metres to exists to unformed road reserve along the 
site’s northern boundary. 

The site contains several dwelling houses, multiple farm sheds and approximately 40 horse shelters 
associated with site’s commercial horse agistment use. The horse agistment activity is established 
on the clear flat areas of the site, with the steeper undulating areas of the site retaining their native 
vegetation cover. 

The Barron River abuts the western site boundary and Cobra Creek meanders through the eastern 
and northern parts of the site. 

The site is serviced by the Mareeba reticulated town water supply, reticulated electricity and 
telecommunication infrastructure. A connection to reticulated sewerage infrastructure is possible 
for the southern-most extent of the site. 

Land adjoining to the south is zoned Low Density Residential (Bundanoon Estate Stage 1). 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) (2009). In 
consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in relation to the 
data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including without limitation, 
liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not 
be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 

 
Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) (2009). In 
consideration of the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in relation to the 
data (including accuracy, reliability, completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including without limitation, 
liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs (including consequential damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not 
be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

Nil 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS & APPROVALS 

Nil 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

The development application seeks a Development Permit for Reconfiguring a Lot – Subdivision (1 
into 2 lots) in accordance with the plans shown in Attachment 1. 

The proposed lots are as follows: 

• Lot 11 – 9,015m2, approximately 15.5 metres frontage to Hastie Road; and 

• Lot 12 – 41.7972 hectares, in excess of 400 metres frontage to Hastie Road. 

The applicants advise that the reconfiguration will create an additional allotment (Lot 11) for a 
family member, whilst protecting the future developable outcome for the balance of the site (Lot 
12) and Emerging Communities zone. 

Lot 12 will retain all established buildings and service connections. Lot 11 will be vacant upon 
creation and will be provided with connections to all urban infrastructure, including reticulated 
sewerage. 

A concrete driveway will be constructed for the length of proposed Lot 11’s access handle. 

The boundary between Lot 11 (highlighted in red) and Lot 12 will follow the deeply incised drainage 
gully as shown in the lidar imagery below: 

 

The main body of proposed Lot 11 is outside of the predicted flood hazard areas of the Mareeba 
Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016’s Flood Hazard Overlay, as shown below: 
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REGIONAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

Far North Queensland Regional Plan and Infrastructure Plan 2026 

Potential Agricultural Expansion 
Area 

No 

Priority Agricultural Area No 

Priority Agricultural Area – 
Extractive Resources Precinct 

No 

Regional Biodiversity Corridor No 

Regional Land Use Category Urban Footprint 

Strategic Environmental Area No 

Wet Tropics WHA No 

PLANNING SCHEME DESIGNATIONS 

Strategic Framework: Land Use Categories 

• Urban Expansion Area 
Infrastructure Elements 

• Major Electrical Infrastructure 

Zone: Emerging Community zone 

Mareeba Local Plan: Precinct H – Mareeba North-eastern 
Expansion 

Overlays: Airport environs overlay 
Bushfire hazard overlay 
Flood hazard overlay 
Regional infrastructure corridors and 
substations overlay 
Transport infrastructure overlay 
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RELEVANT PLANNING INSTRUMENTS 

Assessment of the proposed development against the relevant planning instruments is summarised 
as follows: 

Far North Queensland Regional Plan and Infrastructure Plan 2026 (FNQ Regional Plan 2026) 
 
The FNQ Regional Plan 2026 commenced on May 2026 and is not adequately addressed within the 
Planning Scheme. The Themes, Policy outcomes and Strategies contained within this Regional Plan, 
relevant to the proposed development, are as follows: 
 
Theme 1 – Housing 
 
Policy Outcome 1 – Regional growth pattern 
 
Ensure adequate residential land supply in well-located areas where land is supported by 
appropriate infrastructure. 
 
Strategies 
 
1.1 Maximise the efficient use of land within the Urban Footprint. 

1.2 Ensure new residential development is serviced by appropriate infrastructure and services, 
having regard to infrastructure resilience and whole-of-life-cycle costs. 

1.3 New residential development is responsive to the tropical and sub-tropical climates of the 
region and avoids areas of intolerable risk. 

Comment 
The site is within the Urban Footprint. Lot 12 will retain its established service connections and on-
site wastewater disposal systems. 

Lot 11 has convenient access to existing reticulated water and sewerage infrastructure. The 
applicant will be required to upgrade the Hastie Road frontage of Lot 11 (approximately 15.5 
metres) to include kerbing and widening to the kerb. 

The configuration of Lot 11 represents an efficient use of land taking into account the topographical 
and flood hazard constraints and the character of adjoining development in Bundanoon Court. 

The proposed development satisfies Policy Outcome 1. 

State Planning Policy 

Separate assessment against the State Planning Policy (SPP) is not required because the Mareeba 
Shire Council Planning Scheme appropriately integrates all relevant aspects of the SPP. 

Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016 

Strategic Framework 

3.3.8 Element—Urban expansion and investigation areas 

3.3.8.1 Specific outcomes 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 8.2 Page 96 

(1) Urban expansion areas and investigation areas are anticipated to provide for development 
beyond the life of the planning scheme and are preserved for this purpose, with interim 
development not compromising future residential development. 

Comment 

The boundary between Lots 11 and 12 will follow a deeply incised drainage gully which already 
creates a physical division between the areas. A further division is created by the modelled 
flood hazard area. 

The proposed development layout is a reasonable response to the site constraints/hazards 
and is consistent with adjoining development in Bundanoon Court. 

The proposed development appropriately addresses density, the availability of urban services 
and the constraints of the land. The development does not compromise the potential for 
future residential development over Lot 12 or in the vicinity. 

The development complies with Specific outcome (1). 

(2) Well-serviced and designed greenfield residential development occurs in urban expansion 
areas of Mareeba and Kuranda only where it is planned, logically sequenced and can be 
efficiently serviced. 

Comment 

The boundary between Lots 11 and 12 will follow a deeply incised drainage gully which already 
creates a physical division between the areas. A further division is created by the modelled 
flood hazard area. 

The proposed development layout is a reasonable response to the site constraints/hazards 
and is consistent with adjoining development in Bundanoon Court. 

Lot 11 has convenient access to existing reticulated water and sewerage infrastructure. The 
applicant will be required to upgrade the Hastie Road frontage of Lot 11 (approximately 15.5 
metres) to include kerbing and widening to the kerb. 

The proposed development appropriately addresses density, the availability of urban services 
and the constraints of the land. The development does not compromise the potential for 
future residential development over Lot 12 or in the vicinity. 

The development complies with Specific outcome (2). 

(3) Urban expansion areas in Mareeba provide a range of housing options and aim for density 
targets of twelve dwellings per hectare by 2031. 

Comment 

The configuration of Lot 11 represents an efficient use of land taking into account the 
topographical and flood hazard constraints and the character of adjoining development in 
Bundanoon Court. 

The development does not compromise the potential for future residential development over 
Lot 12 or in the vicinity. 

The development does not compromise Specific outcome (3). 

3.3.8.2 Land use strategies 

(1) Investigation areas are to be investigated to accommodate future development beyond the 
life of the planning scheme. Investigation areas are not to be developed unless there is an 
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insufficient supply of land for the purpose intended to be developed. The purpose of 
development in an investigation area should promote a logical land use pattern, having regard 
to nearby land use and the established hierarchy of activity centres. In the instance that new 
or expanded areas are investigated, these are to be supported by detailed land use 
investigations that must demonstrate: 

(a) need for land for the proposed land use; 
(b) mitigation or avoidance of impacts on sensitive receiving environments; 
(c) where involving good quality agricultural land: 

(i) there is no alternative land available that is not good quality agricultural land; and 
(ii) the need for future development represents a public benefit.  

(d) suitable mitigation or offset arrangements in respect to impacts on areas of high 
ecological significance 

(e) consistency with the Strategic Framework. 
(f) consistency with State and Regional Planning requirements. 

Comment 

The boundary between Lots 11 and 12 will follow a deeply incised drainage gully which already 
creates a physical division between the areas. A further division is created by the modelled 
flood hazard area. 

The proposed development layout is a reasonable response to the site constraints/hazards 
and is consistent with adjoining development in Bundanoon Court. 

Lot 11 has convenient access to existing reticulated water and sewerage infrastructure. The 
applicant will be required to upgrade the Hastie Road frontage of Lot 11 (approximately 15.5 
metres) to include kerbing and widening to the kerb. 

The proposed development appropriately addresses density, the availability of urban services 
and the constraints of the land. The development does not compromise the potential for 
future residential development over Lot 12 or in the vicinity. 

The development complies with Land use strategy (1). 

3.3.14 Element – Natural hazard mitigation 

3.3.14.1 Specific outcomes 

(1) The risk of loss of life and property associated with bushfires, cyclones, flooding, landslides 

and other weather related events are minimised through the appropriate use of land having 

regard to its level of susceptibility to the hazard or potential hazard. 

(2) Development in an area subject to a natural hazard incorporates appropriate siting and 

design measures that mitigate risks to infrastructure, buildings and the community. 

(3) Development considers the potential for increased occurrence of natural hazards as a result 

of climate change, including greater frequency of extreme weather events and increased 

rainfall intensities. 

Comment 

The main body of proposed Lot 11 is outside of the predicted flood hazard areas of the 
Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016’s Flood Hazard Overlay. 

A bushfire management plan will be conditioned for Lot 11. 

The development has been conditioned to comply with Specific outcomes (1), (2) and (3). 
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Relevant Developments Codes 

The following Development Codes are considered to be applicable to the assessment of the 
application: 

6.2.4 Emerging community zone code 
7.2.2 Mareeba local plan code 
8.2.2 Airport environs overlay code 
8.2.3 Bushfire hazard overlay code 
8.2.6 Flood hazard overlay code 
8.2.9 Regional infrastructure corridors and substations overlay code 
9.4.2 Landscaping code 
9.4.3 Parking and access code 
9.4.4 Reconfiguring a lot code 
9.4.5 Works, services and infrastructure code 

The application included a planning report and assessment against the planning scheme. An officer 
assessment has found that the application satisfies the relevant acceptable outcomes (or 
performance outcome where no acceptable outcome applies) of the relevant codes set out below, 
provided reasonable and relevant conditions are attached to any approval. 

Relevant Codes Comments 

Emerging community zone 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Mareeba local plan code The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Airport environs overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Bushfire hazard overlay 
code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Flood hazard overlay code The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Regional infrastructure 
corridors and substations 
overlay code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Landscaping code The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Parking and access code The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 
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Reconfiguring a lot code The application can be conditioned to comply with the relevant 
acceptable outcomes or performance outcomes (where no 
acceptable outcome is provided) contained within the code 
including the following: 

• Acceptable Outcome AO1.1 

Refer to Planning Discussion section of report. 

Works, services and 
infrastructure code 

The application can be conditioned to comply with the codes 
relevant acceptable outcomes and/or performance outcomes 
(where no acceptable outcome is provided). 

Planning Scheme Policies/Infrastructure Charges Plan 

The following planning scheme policies are relevant to the application: 

Planning Scheme Policy 4 - FNQROC Regional Development Manual  

A condition will be attached to any approval requiring all development works be designed and 
constructed in accordance with FNQROC Development Manual standards. 

Adopted Infrastructure Charges Notice 

In accordance with Council's Adopted Infrastructure Charges Resolution (No. 1) 2026, a standard 
charge of $23,252.00 applies to each additional allotment created. 

The development proposes the creation of 1 additional allotment; therefore, the charge is 
$23,252.00. 

REFERRAL AGENCY 

This application did not trigger referral to a Referral Agency. 

Internal Consultation 

Technical Services. 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 

The development proposal was placed on public notification from 17 June 2026 to 9 July 2026. The 
applicant submitted the notice of compliance on 10 July 2026 advising that the public notification 
requirements were carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Act. 

No submissions were received. 

PLANNING DISCUSSION 

Compliance with the Performance Outcomes and Acceptable Outcomes of the Reconfiguring a Lot 
Code are summarised as follows: 

Reconfiguring a Lot Code 

PO1 
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Lots include an area and frontage that: 
(a) is consistent with the design of lots in the surrounding area; 
(b) allows the desired amenity of the zone to be achieved; 
(c) is able to accommodate all buildings, structures and works associated with the intended 

land use; 
(d) allow the site to be provided with sufficient access; 
(e) considers the proximity of the land to: 

(i) centres; 
(ii) public transport services; and 
(iii) open space; and 

(f) allows for the protection of environmental features; and 
(g) accommodates site constraints. 

AO1.1 

Lots provide a minimum area and frontage in accordance with Table 9.4.4.3B. 

Comment 

The proposed development does not meet Table 9.4.4.3B minimum requirements for lot size and 
frontage as Lot 11 will be less than 10 hectares in area. 

Notwithstanding, the proposed development will comply with performance outcome PO1. 

Lot 11 is consistent with the design of lots nearby lots in Bundanoon Court and along Hastie Road. 
Lot 11 will be residential in character, which is consistent with adjoining lots. 

Lot 11 has convenient access to established urban infrastructure, is predominantly outside of the 
flood hazard area, has good access to Hastie Road, is in proximity to the Mareeba CBD and does not 
require further vegetation clearing. 
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8.3 APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF TERM LEASE OVER LOT 11 ON CPC157678 & LOT 9 ON 
DA37, WETHERBY ROAD, MOUNT MOLLOY 

Date Prepared: 27 July 2026 

Author: Coordinator Planning & Building 

Attachments: 1. Dept of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional and 
Rural Development letter dated 17 July 2026 ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional and Rural 
Development (DNRMMRRD) is considering an application for the renewal of Term Lease TL 
0/233688 over land described as Lot 11 on CP C157678 and Lot 9 on DA37, situated at Wetherby 
Road, Mount Molloy. 

Term Lease TL 0/233688 for Grazing – Reserve, Road or Stock Route purposes is due to expire on 4 
October 2029. 

DNRMMRRD seeks Council’s views on the renewal of the term lease. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council advise the Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Manufacturing and Regional 
and Rural Development that Council has no objection to the renewal of Term Lease 0/233688 over 
land described as Lot 11 on CP C157678 and Lot 9 on DA37, situated at Wetherby Road, Mount 
Molloy, subject to public access being maintained along the constructed formation of Wetherby 
Road. 

 
BACKGROUND 

DNRMMRRD is considering an application for the renewal of Term Lease TL 0/233688 over land 
described as Lot 11 on CP C157678 and Lot 9 on DA37, situated at Wetherby Road, Mount Molloy, 
approximately 7.5 kilometres north-west of Mount Molloy township. 

The term lease covers an area of approximately 304 hectares and is due to expire on 4 October 
2029. The land is presently used for grazing and public road (Wetherby Road) purposes. 

DOR seeks Council's views on the renewal of the term lease. It is expected that any renewal will be 
for the same purposes. 
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Map Disclaimer: 
Based on or contains data provided by the State of Queensland (Department of Environment and Resource Management) (2009). In consideration of 
the State permitting use of this data you acknowledge and agree that the State gives no warranty in relation to the data (including accuracy, reliability, 
completeness, currency or suitability) and accepts no liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any loss, damage or costs 
(including consequential damage) relating to any use of the data. Data must not be used for direct marketing or be used in breach of the privacy laws. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Lot 9 on DA37 and Lot 11 on C157378 are Reserve 24 - Camping and Water Purposes. Council is the 
trustee of this Reserve. 

The subject land is zoned Rural under the Mareeba Shire Council Planning Scheme 2016. The existing 
and proposed use for grazing is accepted development within the Rural zone. 

Wetherby Road traverses the subject land in a north-south direction with this approximately 1 
kilometre length of road being outside road reserve. Any renewal of the term lease must maintain 
public access along Wetherby Road. 

There are no known non-indigenous cultural heritage values associated with the land. 

There is no planning objection to the proposed use of the subject land. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil. 

Operating 
Nil. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Department will be informed of Council’s decision by letter. 
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8.4 SALE OF LOT 117 W2631 - HERBERTON-PETFORD ROAD WATSONVILLE 

Date Prepared: 1 August 2026 

Author: Coordinator Governance & Compliance 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report seeks approval for sale of Lot 117 W2631, Herberton-Petford Road Watsonville via 
exception provisions in accordance with requirements under section 236 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012 (Qld). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Determines that section 236(1)(c)(iv) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) applies 
to the proposed sale of Lot 117 W2631, Herberton-Petford Road Watsonville; 

2. Approves the sale of Lot 117 W2631 to the owner of adjoining Lot 118 W2631 conditional 
upon: 

(a) The buyer meeting the current market value for Lot 117 W2631 as established via 
formal land valuation; and 

(b) The amalgamation of Lot 117 W2631 into the land holdings of Lot 118 W2631; and 

(c) all administrative costs associated with the sale including but not limited to, formal 
valuation of the land, drafting of Contract of Sale, surveying of the land and Titles 
Registry fees, being borne by the buyer. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council is in receipt of correspondence from the landowner of Lot 118 W2631, Clara Street 
Watsonville (the enquirer) seeking to purchase the adjoining Lot 117 W2631, Herberton-Petford 
Road Watsonville (‘Lot 117’).  

Lot 117 is adjoined to the north by land owned by the enquirer, to the east by one other private 
landowner, to the south by land owned by Mareeba Shire Council and to the west by the unformed 
Agnes Street road corridor.  

On 16 January 2026, the private landowner to the east of Lot 117 wrote to Council relinquishing 
their right to purchase Lot 117 in order for the landowner of Lot 118 to purchase Lot 117. 
Accordingly, there exists no interested property owners adjoining Lot 117 other than the enquirer. 

Whilst there are no specifically identified limitations relevant to sale of land via tender or auction as 
aligned with sub sections (A) and (C) of s 236(1)(c)(iv) under the LGR, the purchase of Lot 117 by an 
existing adjoining landowner serves to improve the landowner’s usable land holdings and therefore 
the liveability of the location. Further, the sale and amalgamation of Lot 117 into adjoining owner 
landholdings removes potential for the subsequent on-sale by a private property owner of publicly 
owned land stock for profit. 
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A market valuation by a registered valuer has been secured, at the cost of the enquirer, to ensure 
that Council achieves appropriate fair market value for Lot 117.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Section 236 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) (LGR) provides for exemptions from the 
requirement to offer the land for sale via tender or auction, most relevantly in this context: 

236(1)…a local government may dispose of land other than by tender or auction if— 

(c) for the sale of land or an interest in land— 

(iv) the land is sold to a person who owns adjoining land if— 

(A) the land is not suitable to be offered for sale by tender or auction for a 
particular reason, including, for example, the size of the land or the existence 
of particular infrastructure on the land; and 

(B) there is not another person who owns other adjoining land who wishes 
to acquire the land; and 

(C) it is in the public interest to sell the land without a tender or auction; and 

(D) the sale is otherwise in accordance with sound contracting principles;… 

The recommendation in this report complies with requirements under the LGR however Council 
should note exemption limitations relevant to (A) and (C) above. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes.  

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Council resolution to be communicated to the enquirer. 
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8.5 SALE OF LAND - EXERCISE NOTICE OF CALL OPTION - LAND ADJOINING LOT 322 ON 
SP276124 

Date Prepared: 21 July 2026 

Author: Coordinator Governance & Compliance 

Attachments: Nil 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report seeks approval for the disposal of a triangular parcel of land, currently described as Lease 
A in Lot 884 on SP312807 in SP276127 via exception provisions in accordance with requirements of 
an executed Call Option Deed Exercise Notice and requirements under section 236 of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012 (Qld). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Determines that that section 236(1)(c)(iv) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) 
applies to the proposed sale of the area currently described as Lease A in Lot 884 on 
SP312807 (the land) to the registered owners of adjoining Lot 322 SP276124; 

2. Approves the sale of the land to the Grantee of the Call Option Deed and registered owners 
of adjoining Lot 322 SP276124, conditional upon: 

(a) The Purchase Price being agreed in accordance with Clause 1.1.14 and Clause 2.1 of 
the Call Option Deed; 

(b) Completion of the necessary subdivision and Town Planning approval; 

(c) The amalgamation of the land into existing land holdings at Lot 332 on SP276124. 

3. Delegates authority to Chief Executive Officer to execute all necessary instruments to give 
effect to the sale. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

The registered owners of Lot 322 SP276124 (“the proposed purchaser”) hold a lease with council 
for Lease A in Lot 884 on SP312807, an irregularly shaped 1,847m2 triangular parcel of land adjoining 
Lot 322 SP276124 (“Lot 322”) at the Mareeba Industrial Park. The Lease was for the term 
29/06/2016 to 28/06/2026 and contained a Call Option Deed (“the Deed”) granting the proposed 
purchaser an irrevocable option to purchase the land.  

The proposed purchaser executed and served their Call Option Exercise Notice on Council prior to 
the expiry of the Lease and the Deed. 

Obligations of Call Option Deed 

Council, by executing the Deed in 2016, granted the proposed purchaser an irrevocable option to 
purchase the land, and Council is therefore obliged to sell the land to the proposed purchaser in 
accordance with the binding terms of the Deed. 
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Council must also satisfy its obligations regarding the disposal of a non-current asset (land) under 
the contracting principles of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld). 

Purchase Price 

The calculation of the purchase price is set out in Clause 1.1.14 of the Deed and is the market 
valuation (excluding buildings or improvements) as agreed by two valuers (one engaged by Council 
and the other engaged by the proposed purchaser). In the absence of agreement between the 
Valuers, the average of the two valuations is adopted. 

Disposal of a non-current asset – relevant law 

 Section 227 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) (LGR) provides as follows:  

“(1) A local government can not enter into a valuable non-current asset contract unless it first—  

(a) invites written tenders for the contract under section 228; or 

(b) offers the non-current asset for sale by auction.” 

Section 236 of the LGR provides for exemptions from the requirement to dispose of a non-current 
asset via tender or auction, most relevantly:  

“Subject to subsections (2) to (5), a local government may dispose of a valuable non-current 
asset other than by tender or auction if—  

(c) for the disposal of land or an interest in land—  

(iv) the land is disposed of to a person who owns adjoining land if—  

(A) the land is not suitable to be offered for disposal by tender or auction for 
a particular reason, including, for example, the size of the land or the 
existence of particular infrastructure on the land; and  

(B) there is not another person who owns other adjoining land who wishes 
to acquire the land; and  

(C) it is in the public interest to dispose of the land without a tender or 
auction; and  

(D) the disposal is otherwise in accordance with sound contracting 
principles;…  

(2) An exception mentioned in subsection (1) applies to a local government disposing of a 
valuable non-current asset only if, before the disposal, the local government has decided, by 
resolution, that the exception may apply to the local government on the disposal of a valuable 
non-current asset other than by tender or auction. 

….. 

(4) A local government may only dispose of land or an interest in land under this section if the 
consideration for the disposal would be equal to, or more than, the market value of the land 
or the interest in land, including the market value of any improvements on the land. 

 

Compliance – assessment of exemption requirements (A)-(D) 

(A) 

Whist the usable land size of the triangular parcel (1,847m2) may facilitate a sale via tender or 
auction, the shape and location of the land is not suitable to be sold to an entity that is not the 
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adjoining landowner. The shape is triangular, abutting directly with Lot 322 on the eastern boundary 
and a drain on the north-western boundary. The parcel, as a standalone parcel, does not have legal 
access to Road Corridor. Accordingly, the Officer Recommendation is that the triangular parcel be 
immediately amalgamated into Lot 322 to address this. 

(B) 
Council is the adjoining landowner on the western side. 

There are adjoining landowners of Lot 323 SP276124 with approximately 31 metres of shared 
boundary on the southern side and Lot 321 SP276124 with approximately 5 metres of shared 
boundary on the north-eastern side. Those landholders have not been approached for comment, as 
Council is legally obliged to sell the land to the registered owners of Lot 322 in accordance with the 
terms of the Deed. 

The proposed purchaser shares 110 metres of boundary with the triangular parcel and the parcel 
cuts into Lot 322 in such a way that it would be imposing if another entity acquired the land. 

(C)  

The triangular parcel of land is unusable to anyone who is not the proposed purchaser, and disposal 
to an existing landowner serves to improve the landowners usable land holdings and therefore the 
usability of the industrial land. 

(D) 

Chapter 6, Part 3 of the LGR sets out the sound contracting principles to be applied in achieving 
value for money and securing the best available price in the public interest and these principles are 
echoed in Council’s Procurement Policy. Council has obtained a written valuation report about the 
market value of land from a valuer registered under the Valuers Registration Act 1992 (Qld) who is 
not an employee of Council as evidence of the market value of the land. This valuation report meets 
the requirements of ss 236(4) and (6) of the LGR. Furthermore, the Deed provides a compliant 
mechanism for the calculation of the purchase price. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Legal and Compliance 

Council must comply with requirements for the disposal via contract of a non-current asset outlined 
under s 227 of the LGR and, where Council seeks to exercise an exemption from these requirements, 
Council must meet the relevant requirements under 236 of the LGR. 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Costs incurred by Council to meet obligations set by Call Option Deed will be offset by purchase 
price of land parcel. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 
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Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

Liveability and Environment: Improve the liveability of the Shire by enhancing amenity and valuing 
natural assets. 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Council resolution to be communicated to proposed purchaser. 
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8.6 ISSUE OF TENURE INSTRUMENT - KURANDA RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB INC. - PART OF 
LOT 2 NR7927 

Date Prepared: 3 August 2026 

Author: Coordinator Governance & Compliance 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council approval is sought for the issue of a Management Agreement to Kuranda Rangers Football 
Club Inc for exclusive use of part of Lot 2 on NR7927, also known as Bartley Park on Caroona Street, 
Kuranda. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Decide that exemption provisions under section 236(1)(b)(ii) of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012 (Qld) apply to the proposed community management arrangement outlined 
in this report; and 

2. Approve the issuing of a new community management instrument to Kuranda Rangers Football 
Club Inc. over part of Lot 2 on CP NR7927, Caroona Street, Kuranda, for a term of ten (10) years. 

 
BACKGROUND 

On 25 June 2026, Kuranda Rangers Football Club Inc. approached Council seeking use of a small 
portion of Council reserve land (the premises), located upon Lot 2 on NR7927, Caroona Street, 
Kuranda. 

Assessment of Group 

Kuranda Rangers Football Club Inc. meet the definition of a Community Group and are assessed to 
be eligible for Type 2 subsidised community tenure under Council’s Community Group Exclusive Use 
of Council Land and Facilities Policy and Community Tenure Guidelines. The committee of Kuranda 
Rangers Football Club Inc. have indicated acceptance of Council’s policy position on community 
tenure and the resulting responsibilities for community groups, in particular as applies to 
maintenance of the premises.  

Community Group Exclusive Use of Council Land and Facilities Policy.  

Reserve Land 

The gazetted purpose of the reserve is ‘Recreation’ and there are no existing tenure instruments in 
place over the reserve. Kuranda Rangers Football Club Inc. have indicated that they intend to use 
the premises to build a storage shed to protect their equipment and continue to provide low-cost 
sports training opportunities. The intended use of the premises by the community group is assessed 
to be consistent with the gazetted reserve purpose. A Management Agreement over the premises 
will provide the group with security of tenure necessary for grant funding purposes. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

NIL.LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Section 236(1)(b)(ii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld) (LGR) provides that a local 
government may grant an interest in land (including all or part of an interest in land such as by 
management agreement) other than by tender or auction if the interest in land is granted to a 
community organisation as defined in Schedule 8 of the LGR which provides: 

community organisation means— 

(a) an entity that carries on activities for a public purpose; or 

(b) another entity whose primary object is not directed at making a profit. 

The entity Kuranda Rangers Football Club Inc. conforms with this definition. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil. 

Operating 
Nil. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes.  

Liveability and Environment: Improve the liveability of the Shire by enhancing amenity and valuing 
natural assets. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Community Group to be informed of Council resolution and provided with a Management 
Agreement prepared in accordance with Council’s Community Group Exclusive Use of Council Land 
and Facilities Policy for execution. 
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8.7 COUNCIL POLICY REVIEW 

Date Prepared: 14 July 2026 

Author: Senior Advisor Governance & Compliance 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As part of the ongoing organisation-wide compliance policy review work, amended and newly 
created instruments, along with instruments marked for repeal, are presented to Council for 
consideration.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council repeals the following policies: 

a) Investigation Policy – adopted 16 April 2024 

b) Library Conditions of Entry Policy and associated Library Terms and Conditions of Entry 
– adopted 18 September 2024 

c) Code of Conduct for Councillors – adopted 6 March 2024 

 
BACKGROUND 

Investigation Policy 

Purpose 

To describe how complaints about any suspected conduct breach of Councillors will be dealt with 
as required by the section 150AE of the Local Government Act 2009 (the LGA). However, this policy 
does not relate to more serious Councillor conduct. 

Summary of reasons for repeal 

The Local Government (Empowering Councils) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2026 (Qld) was 
passed by the Queensland Parliament on 5 March 2026 and received Royal Assent on 11 March 
2026. These events have resulted in repeal of section 150AE of the Local Government Act 2009 (Qld) 
to remove conduct breaches from the Councillor conduct framework. The Investigation Policy was 
mandated under the now repealed s 150AE and applies only to investigation of Councillor conduct 
breaches and therefore holds no further relevance or authority. 

Library Conditions of Entry Policy and associated Library Terms and Conditions 

Purpose  

To ensure the libraries are safe, welcoming and respectful places for all members, visitors, and staff. 

Summary of reasons for repeal 

At its ordinary meeting of 15 July 2026, Council adopted a new Library Services Policy and associated 
guidelines and these instruments are now published on Council’s website for public reference. The 
legacy Library Conditions of Entry Policy and associated Library Terms and Conditions are now 
redundant and require repeal and removal from the policy library.  

Code of Conduct for Councillors  
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Purpose  

Sets out the principles and standards of behaviour expected of the Mayor and Councillors when 
carrying out their roles, responsibilities and obligations as elected representatives for their 
communities. 

Summary of reasons for repeal 

The Local Government (Empowering Councils) and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2026 (Qld) was 
passed by the Queensland Parliament on 5 March 2026 and received Royal Assent on 11 March 
2026. This has resulted in a newly approved and published 11 June 2026 version of the ministerially 
drafted Code of Conduct for Councillors in Queensland (the Code).  

The mandatory requirement for the relevant Minister to draft the Code arises under section 150D 
of the LGA and is given effect by the Minister under section 150E of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012 (Qld) (LGR). Accordingly, since it is a default requirement for Councillors in 
Queensland to adhere to the Code as written and given effect under section 150E of the LGR, there 
exists no further and separate requirement for formal adoption of the Code via resolution of 
Council. 

Financial and Resource Implications: 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable Council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Remove repealed instruments from Council’s internal Policy Library. 
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8.8 DELEGATIONS UPDATE AUGUST 2026 

Date Prepared: 20 July 2026 

Author: Manager Information Systems & Governance 

Attachments: 1. Register of Delegations (amended excerpt) - Council to CEO ⇩   
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As part of the delegations update service provided by King & Co via the Local Government 
Association Queensland (LGAQ), Council is advised of updates to Legislation that require 
amendments to existing delegations or new delegations to be made by Council. 

Following the special release review of all legislative delegations, Council officers reviewed the 
Special Release Register of Delegations in July 2026. To adopt the necessary changes, a tracked 
excerpt of the Register of Delegations as confined to those statutes for which amendment is 
required is here provided for Council for endorsement. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer all the powers appearing in the attached 
document titled Register of Delegations – Council to CEO with such powers to be exercised 
subject to any limitations and conditions declared in the Delegations and Authorisations 
Policy; and 

2. Council notes and accepts the list of legislation with amended dates of reprint; and 

3. Any prior delegations of power relating to the same matters are revoked. 

 
BACKGROUND 

General  

Council has, under section 257 of the Local Government Act 2009 (Qld) (LGA) delegated to the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO), the necessary statutory powers under various pieces of legislation to enable 
the CEO to effectively perform the requirements of the role and efficiently manage the operations 
of the Council. All delegations are made subject to the limitations on the attached documentation.  

Powers may be delegated to the CEO via a resolution of Council or conferred directly to the CEO 
under a provision of an Act or Regulation. Such delegation avoids the necessity for excessive referral 
of administrative matters to Council for formal resolution. 

Section 260 of the LGA provides that the CEO must establish a Register of Delegations to record all 
delegations and that the public may inspect the Register of Delegation, and the Register must hold 
the particulars prescribed under section 305 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld). 

This report and the recommended update to delegations of power to the CEO, if executed by 
resolution of Council, provides the basis for good decision making and accountability while 
maintaining statutory compliance. 
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The attachment “Register of Delegations (excerpt) – Council to CEO” shows the proposed insertions, 
deletions, or amendments to provisions in tracked mode. The excerpt contains only the provisions 
that are subject to a change, and not the entirety of the legislative instrument. 

In addition to these updates, there has been one legislative instrument that has been reviewed by 
Parliament, with no material changes made to the delegable powers. However, as a result of the 
review, Parliament has updated the date of reprint, otherwise known as the ‘current as at’ date. 
The date of reprint indicates all changes to the legislation that commenced before or on that reprint 
date. To ensure Council’s Register of Delegations remains accurate, the following reprint dates are 
proposed to be updated throughout Council’s register: 

Legislation New date of reprint 

Local Government Act 2009 11 March 2026 

Local Government Regulation 2012 11 March 2026 

Local Government Electoral Act 2011  11 March 2026 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

Legal and Compliance 

Legal risk arises from unlawful exercise of statutory power. The currency of Council’s Register of 
Delegations ensures the integrity of Council’s lawful exercise of statutory power and associated sub-
delegations to support the administrative functions of Council.  

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Delegations and Authorisations Policy 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Immediate update to RelianSys Delegations+ Register of Delegations and Instrument of Delegation. 
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8.9 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERIOD ENDING 31 JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 4 August 2026 

Author: Manager Finance 

Attachments: 1. Financial Statements - July 2026 ⇩   
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of financial matters for the period 
1 July 2026 to 31 July 2026.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Financial Report for the period ending 31 July 2026. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Each month, year to date financial statements are prepared to monitor actual performance against 
budgets. 

For the period ending 31 July 2026, actual results are in line with the year to date budget. There are 
no issues or concerns to discuss or highlight at this stage.  

It should be noted that whilst financial year end processes are still in progress, this may impact the 
July figures as reported below. The 2025/26 General Purpose Financial Statements will be presented 
to the Audit Committee and Queensland Audit Office for the annual audit on 11 August 2026. 

The budgeted figures reflect the 2026/27 Budget as adopted by Council at the 15 July 2026 meeting. 

July 2026 – Snapshot  Actuals YTD 

$ 

Budget YTD 

$ 

Council Operating Income 854,908 1,026,518 

Council Operating Expenditure 5,699,196 6,303,536 

Council Operating Surplus/(Deficit) (4,844,288) (5,277,018) 

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangement (DRFA) - 
Surplus/(Deficit) 

3,536,224 - 

Total Operating Surplus/(Deficit) (1,308,064) (5,277,018) 

Total Capital Income 9,061,072 - 

 

The deficit shown above is impacted by the timing of the rate income. The Rate Notices for the 
period ending 31 December 2026 are due to be issued on 10 August 2026 with the discount due 
date being 11 September 2026.  

 

 

 

 

Income Analysis 
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Total council operating income for the period ending 31 July 2026 is $854,908 (excluding $9,061,072 
in capital income and $3,690,548 in DRFA income) compared to the year-to-date budget of 
$1,026,518.  

The following graph shows actual income against budget for the period ending 31 July 2026: 

 

Income  Actuals YTD 

$ 

Budget YTD 

$ 

Note 

Net Rates - -  

1 Utility Charges - - 

Special Rates - - 

Fees & Charges 478,139 461,277  

Operating Grants, Subsidies & Contributions 31,589 18,000  

Interest Revenue 13,168 73,334  

Works for Third Parties 36,560 185,417 2 

Other Revenue 295,452 288,490  

Total Council Operating Income 854,908 1,026,518  

Operating Grants - DRFA 3,690,548 - 3 

Capital Income 9,061,072 - 4 

Total Income 13,606,528 1,026,518  

 

 

 

Notes: 
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1. The rates notices for the half year ending 31 December 2026 will be issued on 10 August 
2026 with a discount date of 11 September 2026. 

2. RMPC income is generated up to one (1) month following actual expenditure. The annual 
profit from RMPC is not anticipated to exceed the budget.  

3. The favourable variance for DRFA restoration works arises as this revenue is not budgeted 
for. An expenditure offset will occur against this revenue.  

4. Capital income represents capital grants received for future projects that are not budgeted 
for. 

Expenditure Analysis 

Total council operating expenses for the period ending 31 July 2026 amount to $5,699,196 
(excluding $154,324 in DRFA expenditure), compared to the year-to-date budget of $6,303,536. 

The graph below shows actual expenditure against budget for the period ending 31 July 2026. 

 

 

Expenses Actual YTD 

$ 

Budget YTD 

$ 

Note 

Employee Expenses  1,460,269   1,717,496   

Materials and Services  2,986,281   3,326,212   

Depreciation Expenses  1,245,578   1,245,578   

Finance and Borrowing Costs  7,068   14,250   

Total Council Operating Expenses 5,699,196 6,303,536  

Other Expenses - DRFA  154,324   -    1 

Total Expenses  5,853,520   6,303,536   

 

Notes: 
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1. Expenditure incurred for the DRFA restoration works are not budgeted for. This expenditure 
will be offset against income. 

 

Capital Expenditure 

Total capital expenditure of $1,860,620 (including commitments) has been spent for the period 
ending 31 July 2026 against the 2026/27 annual capital budget of $17,963,313.  

The 2025/26 capital projects that did not commence or finish will be considered in the carryover of 
2026/27 budget, which will be provided to Council at the September meeting. 

Loan Borrowings 

Council's loan balance is $5,664,370 as at 31 July 2026. 

Rates and Charges 

The total rates and charges payable as at 31 July 2026 are $2,062,227 which is broken down as 
follows: 

 31 July 2026 31 July 2025 

Status No. of 
properties 

Amount 

$ 

No. of 
properties 

Amount 

$ 

Valueless Land  3 19,759  3 9,267 

Payment Arrangement 1 672  1 2,396 

Collection House  269 1,442,296  298 1,014,962 

Exhausted – awaiting sale of land 10 401,406  9 362,321 

Exhausted – mining leases 4 67,876  10 932,579 

Sale of Land  - -    1 12,454 

Other (includes supplementary rates)* 357 130,218  310 173,197 

TOTAL 644 $ 2,062,227 632 $ 2,507,176 
*256 properties have a balance of $20 or less 

The Rate Notices for the period ending 31 December 2026 will be issued on 10 August 2026 with a 
discount date of 11 September 2026. 

Collection House recorded payments of $222,347 for the month of July 2026.  

Sundry Debtors 

The total outstanding for Sundry Debtors as at 31 July 2026 is $3,599,146 which is made up of the 
following: 

Current 30 days 60 days 90 + days 

$1,956,867 $1,632,507 $1,511 $8,261 

54.4% 45.3% 0.1% 0.2% 

 
Vandalism Expenses 

For the month of July, a total of $9,128 has been spent on repairs and maintenance due to 
vandalism. These costs are not budgeted and include employee expenses and materials and 
services. 

Procurement 
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There were no emergency purchase orders for the month of July 2026.  

 

Risk Implications 

Nil 

Legal/Compliance/Policy Implications 

Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the financial report to be presented 
to local government if the local government holds its ordinary meetings more frequently (than once 
per month) - to a meeting in each month. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION. 

Nil 

l 
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9 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

9.1 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, TECHNICAL SERVICES OPERATIONS REPORT - JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 16 July 2026 

Author: Manager Technical Services 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to outline Council's Fleet, Design, Soils Lab, Survey, Quality, GIS, 
Facilities and Investigation Services activities undertaken by Infrastructure Services during the 
month of July 2026.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Technical Services Operations Report for July 
2026. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Technical Services 

Design, quality, and investigations: 

Investigation activities undertaken in July included: 

Activity New Requests Closed Requests Active EOM 

Road Infrastructure Review 16 24 68 

Drainage Investigations 4 7 16 

Parks Investigations 0 0 3 

Miscellaneous e.g. Planning; Local Laws 9 7 33 
 

  

Routine Activities Investigations Completed 

Traffic Count/Surveys 5 

As Constructed Plans 13 

National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) Permits/Investigations  12 

Before You Dig Requests 143 

 

Soil Laboratory: 

Council's Soil Laboratory provides NATA-accredited soil and material testing for internal and 
external services. The laboratory delivered 297 tests in July, with approximately half of testing being 
delivered for external clients.  

GIS: 
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Ongoing improvements to GIS data associated with water, sewerage, roads, underground 
stormwater and kerbs asset data sets continues, as information is received from other areas of 
Council. 

Operational Works and Subdivisions: 

To ensure ongoing compliance with development conditions, both during construction and on 
maintenance, Council undertakes routine inspection and monitoring of sites. The following 
developments remain current: 

Locality Subdivisions Name/Description Road 

Works Approved for Commencement 

Kuranda Jum Rum Rainforest Estate Stage 2 Fallon Road 

Kuranda 2 - 6 Black Mountain Road Black Mountain Road 

Mareeba Quill Street Development Quill Street 

Mareeba The Edge – Stage 4 Antonio Drive 

Mareeba Amaroo Stage 14A Karobean Drive 

Mareeba Two Rivers Community School Chewko Road 

Mareeba Wylandra Estate Wylandra Drive 
   

On Maintenance Period 

Kuranda Jum Rum Rainforest Estate Stage 1 Fallon Road 

Mareeba Rayfield Estate Stage 2 Agius Crescent 

Koah Popovic Road Popovic Road 

Mareeba Caltex Service Station Malone Road 

Mareeba St Stephen’s Catholic College McIver Road 

Mareeba Amaroo Stage 13B - Stormwater Karobean Drive 
   

Off Maintenance  

Mareeba Amaroo Stage 13B Karobean Drive 
 

Community Halls: 

Maintaining safe and efficient access to Council’s Community Halls is recognised as an important 

aspect for the community's ongoing wellbeing.  Utilisation of the halls remained generally stable 

against previous months numbers, however the larger facilities noted a slight reduction for the 

month.  It is anticipated that utilisation for the larger facilities will recover over coming months.  

Cedric Davies Function Room remained closed for July as refurbishment works are undertaken. 
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Caravan Parks: 

Mareeba Riverside Caravan Park: A general increase in occupants of the park, as expected over our 
cooler months.  
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Dimbulah Caravan Park: There was a notable change in utilisation of the various types of 
accommodation, with un-powered sites numbers doubling from previous month. There was also a 
significant growth in cabin occupancy.   

 

 

Aquatic Facilities   
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Attendance at Mareeba remained consistent with previous months and years, likely supported by 
pool heaters maintaining an average temperature of 28.9 degrees. Dimbulah Pool remains under 
scheduled closure for the winter period and ongoing maintenance. 

The Kuranda Aquatic Facility, was closed for a two (2) week period, reopening mid-July 2026.  The 
closure enabled the Lessee an opportunity to treat and remove the blackspot from the shell and 
filtration system of the pool.  The presence of blackspot algae has been on ongoing issue with the 
facility over the past decade.  Additionally painting of the buildings was also completed.  

Kuranda Aquatic Centre Upgrade Incorporated received confirmation of funding for new shade 
sails at Kuranda Aquatic Facility with assistance from TRACQS. A site meeting was held to confirm 
pole locations and it is anticipated that the shade sails would be installed and in use prior to 
Summer. 

Although figures indicate a reduction in attendance at Kuranda, as the pool was closed for 
approximately two weeks, attendance at Kuranda can be considered strong for the reporting 
period.  

 

Kuranda Pool:   
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 Aerodromes: 

The data recorded below is current for the month of July, however, there is usually a lag of some 
data for each current month from the service provider, which continues to be updated into the next 
month. 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes.  

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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9.2 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, CAPITAL WORKS MONTHLY REPORT - JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 16 July 2026 

Author: Manager Assets and Projects 

Attachments: 1. Capital Works Summary - July 2026 ⇩  
2. Capital Works Highlights - July 2026 ⇩   

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on capital works projects undertaken by the 
Infrastructure Services Department during the month of July 2026.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services Capital Works Monthly Report for July 2026. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Council's Capital Works program is focussed on renewal and upgrade of Council infrastructure to 
achieve Council's corporate vision of "A growing, confident and sustainable Shire". The program is 
funded through a combination of Council's own funding and external grants and subsidies. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Financial 

The capital works program is tracking within budget.  

Infrastructure and Assets 

Infrastructure and Assets Projects included in the current capital works program were identified 
through Council's Project Prioritisation Tool (PPT) which uses a risk-based, multi-criteria approach 
to rank projects in order of priority. The PPT is aligned with Council's Long-Term Financial Plan and 
Asset Management sub-plans, which focus of renewal of existing assets. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
All capital works are listed in and funded by the 2026/27 Capital Works Program. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Page 150 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Page 151 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Page 152 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Page 153 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Page 154 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Page 155 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 156 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 157 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 158 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 159 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 160 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 161 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 162 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 163 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 164 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 165 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 166 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 167 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 168 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 169 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 170 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 171 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 172 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 173 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 174 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.2 - Attachment 2 Page 175 

 
 





Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.3 Page 177 

9.3 TENDER AWARD T-MSC2026-07 25/26 MBA SEWER RELINE PROGRAM 

Date Prepared: 7 August 2026 

Author: Project Manager 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an assessment of the tenders received for T-
MSC2026-07 25/26 Sewer Reline Program. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council awards Tender T-MSC2026-07 25/26 Sewer Reline Program to Flowpro Pty Ltd for the 
amount of $1,810,820.00 (excl. GST). 

 
BACKGROUND 

Tenders for T-MSC2026-07 25/26 Sewer Reline Program closed at 11.00 am, Tuesday 14 July 2026. 
The scope of the works includes sewer pipe cleaning, relining, junction cutting and sealing, junction 
replacements, complete sewer section replacements and CCTV inspections within the Mareeba 
Township. 

Council undertakes an annual in-situ sewer relining works to maintain the structural integrity, 
reliability and serviceability of the sewer reticulation network.  

As part of the previous year’s annual sewer relining program, Council undertook comprehensive 
CCTV inspections across the Mareeba sewer network to assess underground sewerage asset 
condition and ensure critical defects were identified and addressed, complementing the available 
historical inspection data. The updated inspections have identified sections of sewer main requiring 
rehabilitation due to deterioration, structural defects and infiltration.  

The proposed sewer relining and rehabilitation works will extend the operational life of the existing 
assets while reducing groundwater infiltration into the sewer network. This will improve network 
performance, decrease wet weather inflows to the sewage treatment facilities and reduce 
operational and energy costs, especially during the wet season or significant rain events. 

Tenders Received 

At close of tenders, one (1) submission was received. A summary of the tender price at opening is 
provided below: 

Tenderer Price (excl. GST) 

FlowPro $1,810,820.00 

 

Tender Assessment 

The Tender was assessed for conformance, compliance and discrepancies, against the specified 
response schedules and tender documentation provided. 
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Flowpros’s submission was complete, meets value-for-money considerations and included a works 
program demonstrating the ability to meet the time constraints specified in the tender. Post-tender 
clarifications were sought, with adequate responses subsequently received.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Infrastructure and Assets 

The identified sewerage mains require in-situ sewer relining works to maintain the structural 
integrity, reliability and serviceability of the sewer reticulation network. Sewer relining reduces 
infiltration by sealing cracks and failing joints that allow groundwater and stormwater to enter the 
network. By blocking this unwanted water, the project directly mitigates the risk of sewage 
overflows during heavy rainfall events, protecting public health and the local environment Keeping 
rainwater out of the network significantly reduces the total volume delivered to downstream 
infrastructure, lowering the operational load on pump stations and sewage treatment plants, 
reducing energy consumption, preventing biological treatment process disruptions, and extending 
the service life of Council’s wastewater assets. 

Financial and Resource Implications 

Capital 

Yes. 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the current budget? 

Yes. Council has allocated funding under the capital budget. Council has received approval of 
funding towards the Sewer Relining program through the State Government’s Works for 
Queensland program. Projects receiving funding under this grant program must be completed by 
30 June 2027. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

Liveability and Environment: Improve the liveability of the Shire by enhancing amenity and valuing 
natural assets. 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Advise successful tenderer of Council decision and draft contract for signature.  

Council’s Corporate Communications team will be engaged prior to works commencing to develop 
a media campaign to inform the public on the project with key points being addressed, such as the 
project itself, potential road lane closures and traffic disruptions along with the benefits of the 
project. 
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9.4 TENDER AWARD T-MSC2026-06 2026-2027 WATER MAIN RENEWAL PROJECT 

Date Prepared: 16 July 2026 

Author: Water & Waste Quality & Compliance Officer 

Attachments: Nil 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an assessment of the tenders received for T-
MSC2026-06 2026-2027 Water Main Renewal Project. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council awards Tender T-MSC2026-06 2026-2027 Water Main Renewal Project to NQ 
Wastetrans Pty Ltd for the amount of $1,082,498.80 (excl. GST). 

 
BACKGROUND 

Tenders for T-MSC2026-06 2026-2027 Water Main Renewal Project closed at 11.00 am, Tuesday 30 
June 2026.  

The scope of the works includes supply and installation of a new water main on various sections of 
Kenneally Estate. Works for the new watermain installation will generally be limited to the road 
pavement. The existing water main is typically asbestos cement (AC) and will be decommissioned 
by grouting in situ. Council has advised tenderers that the works are required to be practically 
complete by 30 June 2027.  

Tenders Received 

Seven (7) submissions were received. A summary of the tender prices at opening is provided in Table 
below: 

Tenderer Tendered Price (excl. GST) 

A & B Civil Contracting $ 885,188.00 

FGI Developments Pty Ltd $867,838.00 

JR Pipelines Pty Ltd $ 1,130,558,69 

NQ Project Partners Pty Ltd $3,274,915.99 

NQ Wastetrans Pty Ltd $1,082,498.80 

Searle Plumbing Pty Ltd $1,608,899.70 

Terranovus Civil $ 1,364,015.00 

 

Tender Assessment 

Tenders were assessed in accordance with the evaluation criteria stated in the tender 
documentation and are criteria is outlined below; 

Criteria Weighting 

Tendered Price 40% 
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Relevant Experience 15% 

Key Personnel Skills and Experience 15% 

Tenderer's Resources 10% 

Demonstrated Understanding 20% 

Total 100% 

 

Each tender was evaluated and scored against the criteria, with the criteria scores then weighted to 
provide a total weighted score for each submission. Additionally, each tender has been assessed for 
conformance, compliance and discrepancies, against the requested response schedules. 

All tenders were conforming, with all tenderers assessed were capable of completing the works. 

A summary of the Tender assessment, incorporating the evaluation against conformance, price and 
non-priced base criteria, resulted in the ranking of submissions displayed below. 

Tenderer Score (100%) Rank 

NQ Wastetrans Pty Ltd 85.68 1 

FGI Developments Pty Ltd 82.57 2 

A&B Civil Pty Ltd 79.50 3 

JR Pipelines Pty Ltd 76.64 4 

Terranovus Civil Pty Ltd 70.31 5 

Searle Plumbing Pty Ltd 63.88 6 

NQ Partners Pty Ltd 46.75 7 

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Infrastructure and Assets 

This project is critical to ensuring the long-term water security, operational resilience, and financial 
sustainability of the Shire’s reticulation network. 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 

Yes. 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the current budget? 

Yes. Council has allocated funding under the 2026/27 capital budget. Council has received approval 
of funding towards the 2026-27 Water Main Renewal Program through the Australian Government’s 
Water Infrastructure for Sustainable and Efficient Regions (WISER) program. Projects receiving 
funding under this grant program must be completed by 30 June 2027. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.4 Page 181 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Tenderers will be advised on the outcome of this report. 

Council’s Corporate Communications team will be engaged prior to works commencing to develop 
a media campaign to inform the public on the project with key points being addressed, such as the 
project itself, potential road lane closures, traffic disruptions and water disruptions along with the 
benefits of the project. 

 Localised water disruptions may be required to enable commissioning of the new water mains once 
installed. 
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9.5 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE OPERATIONS REPORT - JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 16 July 2026 

Author: Manager Water and Waste 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council’s Water and Waste activities undertaken by the 
Infrastructure Services Department during the month of July 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Water and Waste Operations Report for 

July 2026. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Water and Wastewater Treatment: 

All treatment plants are generally performing satisfactorily. Interim measures are in place to address 
damage to Kuranda Water Treatment Plant intake infrastructure which resulted from Cyclone Jasper 
and ongoing rain. 

Connections have been updated with information provided by the rates section to correspond with 
annual KPI reporting. 

Water Treatment Mareeba Kuranda Chillagoe Dimbulah Mt Molloy* 

Water Plant Average Daily 
Production (kL) 

7,849 703 256 480 186 

Number of Connections 4,648 1,146 177 288 128 

Average Daily Water 
Consumption per Connection (L) 

1,689 613 1,448 1,666 145  

* Mt Molloy is an untreated, non-potable water supply.  

Wastewater Treatment Mareeba Kuranda 

Wastewater Plant Average Daily Treatment (kL) 2,423 167 

Number of Connections 4,306 395 

Average Daily Inflow per Connection (L) 563 423 

 

Water and Wastewater Reticulation: 

Council's water reticulation crew attended ten (10) water main breaks in July, and average response 
times were within targets set out in Council's Customer Service standard for water services. 

Monthly statistics are shown on the water reticulation main breaks and sewerage main breaks and 
chokes: 
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Waste Operations: 
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A long-term waste disposal agreement has been established with Springmount Waste Facility. 
Under this arrangement, Mareeba Shire Council landfill waste, including kerbside waste, is 
transported to Springmount in kerbside collection vehicles and roll-on roll-off (RORO) bins from 
Council's transfer stations. This disposal method was identified as the most practical, cost-effective, 
and operationally sustainable solution following a comprehensive market analysis and review of 
Mareeba Shire Council's waste management system. 

Recycling 

Residents continue to actively recycle at transfer stations. During July, 10.62 tonnes of domestic 
items were recycled at the Material Recovery Facility (MRF). The highest count of recyclable items 
received at transfer stations were 1,145 household batteries, 434 metal items, and 421 
DrumMUSTER & chemical plastic drums.  
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Kerbside Collection Waste and Transfer Station Waste 

Kerbside Collection Waste and Transfer Station Waste is transported to the Springmount Waste 
Facility. During July, 184.04 tonnes of waste from transfer stations and 497.4 tonnes from kerbside 
collection waste was sent to landfill.   
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Green Waste: 

During July, Council received a total of 129.69 tonnes of green waste, and 23.50 tonnes of mulch 
was sold.  

 

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Environmental 

Council holds an Environmental Authority issued under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to 
operate landfill facilities. 
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LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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9.6 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, DISASTER RECOVERY OPERATIONS REPORT - JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 31 July 2026 

Author: Coordinator Disaster Recovery 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to outline the progress of Council’s activities funded under the Disaster 
Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) during the month of July 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Disaster Recovery Operations Report for 
July 2026. 

 
BACKGROUND 

The Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) is a jointly funded program between the 
Australian Government and State Government, providing financial assistance to help communities 
recover from eligible disasters. Current projects and their respective weather events are provided 
herein. 

2024 DRFA – Tropical Cyclone Jasper, associated rainfall and flooding, 13 – 28 December 2023 

Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets (REPA) Projects 

Project Name Update 

T-MSC2024-10 Jarawee Road 
Stabilisation 

Bridge works complete.  

Approach works to be completed in 2026.  

T-MSC2025-33 Warril and 
Mount Haren Landslip Remediation 

Contract awarded to Australian Ground Engineering (AGE). 
Works commenced in May 2026 at Mt Haren Road.  
Works commenced in June 2026 at Warril Drive. 

T-MSC2025-34 Ivicevic Road 
Landslip Remediation 

Contract awarded to Gregg Construction Pty Ltd. 
Works on site 90% complete. 

Water and Sewer Program (exceptional circumstances package) 

Project Name Update 

T-MSC2025-09 Lloyd Street Sewer 
Replacement Project 

Project awarded to A&B Civil. 
Works in progress. 

 

 

 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.6 Page 190 

Betterment Fund (exceptional circumstances package) 

Assistance for the following projects under the 2024 Betterment Program, has been provided by the 
Australian and Queensland Governments through the jointly funded Commonwealth-State Disaster 
Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA): 

Project Name Update 

T-MSC2025-24 Gully Betterment 
Program 

Contract awarded to S&K Civil Contracting Pty Ltd. 

Works on Torwood, Bolwarra, Ootann Roads complete.  

Concrete works on Fantin and Mona Mona Roads 
complete, rock protection to follow.  

Works in progress on Hillview Road. 

T-MSC2025-25 Wolfram Road 
Culvert Upgrade 

Contract awarded to Gregg Construction Pty Ltd. 

Culverts have been procured, on site works are in 
progress. 

T-MSC2025-26 Lockwood Road 
Upgrade 

Contract awarded to IKCO Pty Ltd T/A Ikin Civil. 

Pipes are on order, works to commence upon arrival, 
likely September 2026. 

Local Recovery and Resilience Grants (LRRG) 

Local Recovery and Resilience Grants are available to eligible local councils significantly impacted by 
Tropical Cyclone Jasper, 13 - 28 December 2023 in Far North Queensland. Funding will help councils 
address economic, social and community recovery needs and support future resilience measures. 

Approval has been received for Council’s submission, which included a range of retrospective and 
current projects. An extension of time has been approved, allowing Council to finalise the remaining 
projects. This includes the delivery of furniture and completion of works at the Community Led 
Activation Centres. 

2025 DRFA – North and Far North Tropical Low 29 January – 28 February 2025 

Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets (REPA) Projects 

Project Name Update 

DRQ-MSC2026-01 - Eastern Roads 1 & 

DRQ-MSC2026-02 - Eastern Roads 2 

Contract awarded to IKCO Pty Ltd T/A Ikin Civil in June 
2026. 

Works progressing well. 

DRQ-MSC2026-05 - Western Roads 1 
& DRQ-MSC2026-06 - Western Roads 
2 

Contract awarded to Gregg Construction Pty Ltd in June 
2026. 

Works progressing well. 

DRQ-MSC2026-03 - Dimbulah Roads 2 Contract awarded to Watto’s Earthmoving and 
Machinery Hire Pty Ltd in July 2026. 

DRQ-MSC2026-04 - Mid-Western 
Roads 

Contract awarded to MC Group Pty Ltd in July 2026. 
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Project Name Update 

DRQ-MSC2026-08 - Sealed Roads Contract awarded to Stratos Civil Pty Ltd in July 2026. 

Includes Fallon Road works. 

Hastie Road Embankment  Approval received for geotechnical solution. 

Onsite investigations complete, design near complete. 

Kuranda Depot Access Slip Approval received for geotechnical solution.  

Temporary works complete to stabilise site prior to the 
25/26 wet season. 

Further works to stabilise site to be completed in 2026. 

Top Eureka Creek Road Culvert Rock protection works complete.  

Rock mattress works to be undertaken in 2026. 

Cooktown Crossing, Kondaparinga 
Road 

Approval received for replacement of Cooktown 
Crossing on Kondaparinga Road. Construction to be as 
per current DAF guidelines (like for like).  

Site investigations have commenced. Temporary road 
closure will be required for Geotechnical investigations. 
Residents to be notified of closure once date is 
confirmed. 

Butler Drive, Kuranda Landslip Approval received for stabilisation of downslope bank 
adjacent Butler Drive. Slip has compromised 
stormwater drainage. 

Site investigations progressing well. 

Aerodrome Drain, Mareeba Approval received for rock mattress works at end of 
aerodrome drain adjacent Ray Road. 

Works to be undertaken in 2026. 

2026 DRFA – North Queensland Monsoon Trough, Associated Tropical Cyclone Koji and Severe 
Weather (commencing 24 December 2025) 

Mareeba Shire Council has activated for the ‘North Queensland Monsoon Trough, Associated 
Tropical Cyclone Koji and Severe Weather (commencing 24 December 2025)’ weather event. 

Emergency Works (EW) 

The Emergency Works period has ended for the 2026 event. Submissions are to be drafted and 
submitted to QRA. 

Reconstruction of Essential Public Assets (REPA) Projects 

Project Name Update 

Spring Valley Road Causeway Approval received for reconstruction of concrete causeway 
on Spring Valley Road. Failed crossing removed and 
temporary crossing constructed under Emergency Works. 
Permanent works in progress by S&K Civil Contracting Pty 
Ltd.  
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Project Name Update 

Argyle Street, Dimbulah Approval received for pavement works on Argyle Street, 
Dimbulah. 

REPA Submissions REPA submissions progressing.  

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Financial 

Funding arrangements state that eligible expenditure is reimbursed. 

Expenditure is considered eligible when: 

1) Extraordinary costs are incurred that could normally not be absorbed by, or reasonably 
managed within, the local government or state agency’s financial, human and other resource 
capacity; and  

2) Costs are directly associated with the delivery of eligible works on eligible essential public 
assets that have been damaged by an activated eligible disaster. 

No ineligible cost reported for active projects. Risk of ineligible expenditure is mitigated through 
engagement of suitably qualified consultants. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes.  

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 
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9.7 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES, WORKS SECTION ACTIVITY REPORT - JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 16 July 2026 

Author: Manager Works 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to summarise Council's Transport Infrastructure, Parks and Open 
Spaces, TMR Routine Maintenance Performance Contract (RMPC) and Land Protection operational 
activities undertaken by Infrastructure Services during the month of July 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Infrastructure Services, Works Progress Report for the month of 
July 2026. 

 
BACKGROUND 

A summary of works completed in July 2026 is provided below. 

TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 

The major maintenance activities carried out in July 2026 are listed below. 

Activity Location 

Unsealed Road Grading Kinnear St, Amber Road, Bolwarra Rd, Bulleringa Road, Eastern St, 
Exchange Rd, Frew St, Gamboola Rd W, George Fabris, Georgetown 
Rd, Grigg Rd, Henry Hannam Dr, Junevale Road, Martin Ave Con, 
McIvor Rd, Ray Rd, Slape Rd, Smelter Rd, Springfield Rd, Torrisi Rd, 
Weir Rd, Zillmanton Rd, Kda Pre School, Venture Road, Pont Street, 
Dow Road, Zenel Road 

Bitumen Patching  Springmount Rd, Chewko Rd, Fallon Rd Turn, Anzac Ave, Atherton St, 
Bilwon Rd, Black Mtn Rd, Blacks Rd, Boonmoo Rd, Boyles Rd, Byrnes 
Rd, Cathedral St, Coondoo St, Fallon Rd, Fassio Rd, Fichera Rd, Frew 
St, Hay St, Herberton St, High St, Highland Dr, Hope St, Koah Rd, 
Leafgold Weir R, Market St, Masons Rd, Monaro Cl, Mt Perseverance, 
Mutchilba Rd, Myola Rd, Narcotic Ck, Oak Forest Rd, Pickford Rd, 
Piemonte Rd, Queen St, Railway Ave, Ray Rd, Smith St, Speewah Rd, 
Springs Rd, Tinaroo Ck Rd, Trimble Rd, Veness Rd, Wolfram Rd, Effley 
St, Mba Land Fill 

Unsealed Road 
Maintenance 

Armstrong Rd, Austin Rd, Clacherty Rd, Euluma Ck Rd, George Fabris, 
Henry Hannam Dr, Hillview Rd, Jackson St, Kanervo Rd, Mona Mona 
Rd, Mt Misery Rd, Mt Perseverance, Nine Mile Rd, Rasmussen Rd, Ray 
Rd, Richards Rd, Scrub St, Wetherby Rd, Boggy Ck Rd, Bradley Rd 

Tree Trimming  Aerodrome Rd, Austin Rd, Bakers Rd, Barron Falls Rd, Black Mtn Rd, 

Cathedral St, Eastern St, Fassio Rd, Frew St, Ganyan Dr, Greenforest 

Rd, Hall Ln Weste, Highland Dr, Hospital Ave, Market St, McLeans 

Bridge, Nine Mile Rd, Oak Forest Rd, Queen St, Salamone Dr, Sides Rd, 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 9.7 Page 194 

Activity Location 

Trinity Cl, Veivers Dr, Wetherby Rd, Weir Rd, Black Mountain, Mt 

Molloy Depot 

Slashing Santowski Cres, Jim Weir Rd 

Road Furniture – 
Repair/Replace  

Armstrong Rd, Bowers St, Chapmans Rd, Cobra Rd, Constance St, 
Coondoo St, Emerald End Rd, Euluma Ck Rd, Fichera Rd, Frew St, 
Hellcat Cl, Kingfisher Dr, Leadingham Ck, Main St, Narcotic Ck, O K 
Mine Rd, Oak Forest Rd, Rankin St, Salamone Dr, Strattmann St, 
Thongon St, Trimble Rd, Walsh St, Braund Rd, Zenel Road 

Illegal Dumping Barron Falls Rd, Booth Rd, Crothers Rd, Herberton St, Myola Rd, 
Wrights Lookout 

Drainage Maintenance George Fabris Rd 

 

TMR ROUTINE MAINTENANCE PERFORMANCE CONTRACT (RMPC) 

The following RMPC works were carried out in July 2026. 

Location Activity 

32A - Kennedy Highway 
(Cairns - Mareeba) 

• Rest Area Servicing at Edmund Kennedy Bridge. 

34A - Mulligan Highway 
(Mareeba - Mount 
Molloy) 

• Callout to barricade damaged guardrail on Oaky Creek Bridge after 

traffic accident. 

• Pothole patching at various locations as required. 

34B - Mulligan Highway 
(Mount Molloy - 
Lakeland) 

 

• Roadside Litter Collection - Rifle Creek and Mt Carbine Truck Stop. 

• Rest Area Servicing at Rifle Creek. 

• Yearly pipe inspections and record coordinates and lengths. 

• Install 24E Restoration signage - Heavy Vehicle Call Point Rifle 

Creek and Campground 300mts on left sign. 

• Install 1 x 100 and 1 x 110 Km/H large speed signs and 1 x 

Saddlebag Creek signs. 

• Remove illegal dumped rubbish at Mt Carbine and clean graffiti 

from Bob's Lookout. 

• Pothole patching at various locations as required. 

653 - Mossman-Mount 
Molloy Road 

 

• Roadside litter collection - Hunter Creek, Environ Park and 

Lyons Park. 

• Rest Area Servicing at Hunter Creek. 

• Remove excess rock on shoulder of road at Bushy Creek. 
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Location Activity 

89B - Burke 
Developmental Road 
(BDR) 

• Rest Area Servicing and ground maintenance at Eureka Creek. 

• Medium Formation Grading from Chillagoe to Elizabeth Creek. 

• Medium Formation Grading from Trimbles Crossing to Lynd River. 

• Medium Formation Grading from Lynd to Shire Boundary. 

• Yearly pipe inspections Dimbulah to Shire Boundary and record 

coordinates. 

• Back fill grid at Wrotham Park. 

• Emergent Work - Supply & Cart gravel, mix & lay from Fergusons 

Crossing to Trimbles Crossing. 

• Emergent Works - Supply & Cart gravel, mix & lay from Trimbles 

Crossing to Lynd River. 

• Supply & Cart gravel, mix and lay between Lynd River and Shire 

Boundary. 

• Emergent Work - Major road repairs on gravel sections from 

Chillagoe to Shire Boundary. 

• Emergent Work - Patch ongoing holes in Trimbles Crossing. 

• Emergent Work - Cart 100t of shot rock & reshape scoured drain 

on western side of Eureka Creek causeway. 

• Emergent Work - Clear debris/timber from Eureka Creek 

causeway.  

• Emergent Works - Clean inlet & outlets of pipes from Dimbulah to 

Almaden. 

• Emergent Work - Inspecting road and taking photos of works to be 

completed and works that have been carried out. 

664 - Mareeba to 
Dimbulah Road 

• Emergency Callout to provide traffic control for grass fires. 

• Pothole patching at various locations as required. 

• Light Shoulder Grade from access 1 to access 2 at Rodeo Grounds 

in preparation for increased volume of traffic attending the 

Mareeba Rodeo. 

 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 

The following Parks and Open Spaces works were carried out in July 2026. 
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Description Comment 

Mowing • All areas are now very dry, resulting in significantly slower growth.  

• Mowing intervals in all non-irrigated areas across Mareeba, 
Dimbulah, Kuranda, Mt Molloy/Julatten, and Chillagoe have 
extended to approximately 14–18 days. 

Playing fields mowing • Davies Park is mowed once per week at a height of 50 mm 

• Borzi Park and Firth Park are mowed once per week at a height of 
32 mm. 

General maintenance • Weeding and mulching of garden beds and median strips were 
carried out in Mareeba, Kuranda, and Mount Molloy. 

• Tree skirting was also undertaken across all park areas in each 
town. 

Gurney Crew • Pressure cleaning of footpaths in Mareeba and Kuranda was 
completed as part of the routine maintenance schedule.  

• Playgrounds pressure cleaned as required. 

Playgrounds • Replaced the swing seat at Bi-Lakes Park and repaired damaged 
rubber softfall at Amaroo Park and Mary Andrews Park. 

Burials • Mareeba – 2 coffins inground Lawn Section, 2 coffins in 
Mausoleum Wall. 1 ashes in a grave Protestant Section. 

• Mareeba Pioneer Cemetery - 1 coffin and 1 ashes in 
above ground vault. 

• Mount Molloy - 1 coffin inground Full Grave Slab Section. 

• Dimbulah – 0. 

• Kuranda Heights Cemetery – 0. 

• Kuranda Old Cemetery - 1 coffin inground Lawn Section. 

• Chillagoe - 0. 

LOA • Maintenance was completed at Mareeba Cemetery and Pioneer 
Cemetery this month. LOAs also carried out maintenance at 
Dimbulah Cemetery, around the tennis courts, and in the main 
park. 

Contractors • Mowing was completed throughout Irvinebank township and at 
the cemetery in preparation for the John Moffat Festival. 

Tree Trimming • Tree trimming was carried out along streets in Kuranda and 
Mareeba to improve mowing efficiency and provide better access 
for the street sweeper. 

Fire Management • HRB works progress: Adil Road is 75% complete, MIP has been 
completed, Granite Creek is 80% complete, and Kearney Street 
and the landfill access works have been completed. 

Events • Supported the Rodeo Procession and Christmas in July event at 
Davies Park. 

Footpath Maintenance • The Kuranda crew completed pressure cleaning of the Barron 
River Walk access near the highway, as well as sections of the 
Barron Falls Walking Track. 
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LAND PROTECTION 

The following Land Protection works were carried out in July 2026. 

Weed/Pest Activity 

Parthenium Weed • Inspections carried out on all sites. All landholders are complying 
with their biosecurity obligations. 

Siam Weed • Foliar spray infestations on Walsh River Dimbulah and Rifle Creek 
Mt Molloy. 

Feral Pigs • Four (4) pigs trapped in Mutchilba and Julatten area. 

Electric Ants • Sentinel site surveys at MSC transfer stations, samples given to 
QLD DAF for I.D, no suspect ants found. 

Cyclone Jasper Disaster 
Recovery Funding 
(Weeds) 

• Assisted Gulf Savannah NRM and Drone Survey contractors with 
conducting high-resolution aerial imaging surveys of Lake Mitchell 
to detect and monitor Amazon frogbit. 

Cyclone Jasper Disaster 
Recovery Funding (Pigs) 

• Humane destruction training for industry stakeholders was 
attended by 16 participants representing local government, NRM 
groups, graziers, and cane and fruit growers. 

 
 Siam Weed, Mt Molloy 

 

CUSTOMER REQUESTS 

During July, the Works Group received 154 Customer Requests (CRs) with 137 resolved (resolved 
requests include those received prior to July 2026). The table below shows the number of requests 
lodged per Works Section for the month. 

Month Roads Parks and Gardens Pest Management 

July 81 61 12 

 
At the time of reporting, the Works Group had 115 open requests. 
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FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Operating 
All operational works are funded by the section specific 2026/27 maintenance budgets. 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes.  

Transport and Infrastructure: The provision of quality infrastructure to service our growing 
community using sound asset management principles. 

Liveability and Environment: Improve the liveability of the Shire by enhancing amenity and valuing 
natural assets. 

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

Nil 
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10 OFFICE OF THE CEO 

10.1 TOURISM & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY REPORT 

Date Prepared: 20 July 2026 

Author: Tourism & Economic Development Officer 

Attachments: Nil 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides information relating to Council tourism and economic development activity for 
the Mareeba Shire region during the final quarter of the financial year, April 2026 – June 2026. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives the Tourism and Economic Development report for the April to June 2026 
quarter. 
 
TOURISM & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

This report provides information relating to Council tourism and economic development activity for 
the Mareeba Shire region during the final quarter of the financial year, April 2026 – June 2026. 

1. NBN CONNECTS WITH MICROSOFT COPILOT WORKSHOP 

Mareeba Shire Council partnered with the Mareeba Chamber of Commerce and NBN Co to deliver 
the NBN Connects with Microsoft workshop on 16 April 2026. Held at the Mareeba International 
Club, the session provided local businesses with practical training on using Microsoft Copilot to 
improve productivity, streamline everyday tasks and enhance creativity across Microsoft 365 
applications, including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook and Teams. The workshop formed part of 
Council's ongoing commitment to building the digital capability of local businesses and supporting 
the adoption of emerging technologies. 

  

2. QUEENSLAND SMALL BUSINESS MONTH 

Mareeba Shire Council continued its commitment to supporting local small businesses through a 
range of initiatives delivered as part of Queensland Small Business Month in May. 
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Council delivered the successful "May is for Mentoring" program, providing local business owners 
with access to free one-on-one mentoring sessions with business advisor Nicky Jurd. The program 
offered tailored advice across areas including business growth, marketing, financial management 
and strategic planning, with strong participation from businesses across the Shire.  This was a full 
week of mentoring sessions in different locations across the Shire including in-person mentoring in 
Dimbulah, Mareeba, Kuranda and Mt Molloy, plus online sessions.  All 1 hour timeslots across the 
week were fully subscribed. 
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Additionally, as part of Queensland Small Business Month, Mareeba Shire Council partnered with 
NBN Co to deliver a series of Connectivity & Cuppa pop-up information sessions across the Shire. 
The sessions provided local businesses and residents with the opportunity to speak directly with 
NBN representatives, check their eligibility for fibre and fixed wireless upgrades, and receive 
practical advice on maximising their internet connectivity. The initiative supported greater 
awareness and uptake of improved digital infrastructure, helping local businesses leverage faster, 
more reliable internet to improve productivity and embrace digital opportunities. 

 

These activities reinforced Council's commitment to fostering a thriving local business community 
by providing accessible, practical support that builds business capability, encourages innovation and 
strengthens the resilience of the Mareeba Shire economy. 

3. MONTHLY SMALL BUSINESS WORKSHOPS – MUNCH AND LEARN PROGRAM  

This quarter marked the successful completion of the 12-month Munch & Learn program, delivered 
by Mareeba Shire Council in partnership with the State Library of QLD. The final workshops focused 
on Podcasting and Vlogging, Canva, and AI – Beyond ChatGPT, equipping local businesses with 
practical skills to enhance their digital presence, improve productivity and embrace emerging 
technologies. Throughout the program, participants consistently provided positive feedback, 
highlighting the value of accessible, hands-on training tailored to the needs of small businesses. The 
program has become a key initiative supporting Council's commitment to being a Small Business 
Friendly Council and strengthening the capability and resilience of the local business community. 

4. STATE OF THE ECONOMY: MAREEBA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCH 

Deputy Mayor Cr Lenore Wyatt and Council’s Tourism and Economic Development Officer 
presented a State of the Mareeba Shire Economy update at the Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 
Business Luncheon on 26 June 2026. The presentation provided the local business community with 
an overview of key economic indicators and opportunities across the Shire, including population 
and workforce trends, agriculture, tourism, small business, the Mareeba CBD Blueprint, Mareeba 
Industrial Park and development opportunities at Mareeba Airport. 
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5. MAREEBA SHIRE VISITOR GUIDE PROMOTION  

Deputy Mayor Cr Lenore Wyatt and Council’s Tourism and Economic Development Officer attended 
the Brisbane Caravan & Camping Supershow from 3–7 June 2026, partnering with Drive 
Queensland to promote the Mareeba Shire to the important drive tourism and caravanning market. 
The event provided an opportunity to launch and distribute the new Mareeba Shire Visitor Guide, 
developed by Mareeba Shire Tourism with funding support from the Gambling Community Benefit 
Fund, and engage directly with visitors planning Queensland road trips. Despite overall show 
attendance being lower than 2025, the Drive Queensland stand experienced strong visitor 
engagement and high demand for regional guides and drive tourism information. 

6. VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE UPDATE 

The data is collected by the Kuranda Visitor Information Centre (KVIC) and the Visitor Information 
Centre at the Mareeba Heritage Centre (MHC). Visitor data is all visitors to the Mareeba Centre 
which includes the Visitor Information Centre as well as patrons of the Centre's café, museum, and 
retail shop. 
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7. MAREEBA SHIRE TOURISM NETWORKING EVENT 

Mareeba Shire Council partnered with Mareeba Shire Tourism to deliver the May Tourism Industry 
Networking Event as part of Queensland Small Business Month. Hosted by the Mareeba Heritage 
Museum & Visitor Information Centre, the event brought local tourism operators and industry 
stakeholders together to network, share industry updates and hear about current initiatives, 
including the new Mareeba Shire Visitor Guide, the upcoming QICA Conference and updates from 
Tourism Tropical North Queensland. The event was supported by Community Bank Mareeba and 
Dimbulah.  

 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: A financially sustainable council that applies strategic 
decision making and good governance to deliver cost-effective services. 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes.  

Economy and Growth: Promote and encourage investment in local industry to build a resilient 
economy. 
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10.2 LGAQ ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Date Prepared: 11 August 2026 

Author: Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval for the attendance of Councillors at the 
Local Government Association Queensland (LGAQ) Annual conference to be held at in Cairns 19 – 
21 October 2026.  

It is further recommended that the Ordinary Council meeting scheduled for 21 October 2026 be 
deferred until 28 October 2026 to allow Councillors the opportunity to attend the conference 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. approves the attendance of Crs Bosnic, Braes and Wyatt at the LGAQ Annual Conference at 
Cairns 19 – 21 October 2026; and 

2. defers the Ordinary Council Meeting scheduled for 21 October 2026 to the 28 October 2026. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

The LGAQ Annual Conference provides an important opportunity for councils to not only network 
and learn but also to debate and vote on new policy. The event doubles as the Association's AGM. 

Due to the fact that the conference is being held in Cairns this year, deferring the Council meeting 
will provide the opportunity for Councillors to attend. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Yes 

Is the expenditure noted above included in the current budget? 
Yes 
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LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Financial Sustainability and Governance: 

A financially sustainable council that applies strategic decision making and good governance to 
deliver cost-effective services. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

N/A 
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10.3 MSC SHOW HOLIDAYS 2027 

Date Prepared: 13 August 2026 

Author: Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: Nil  
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has been contacted by the Office of Industrial Relations with regard to the declaration of a 
Show Holiday for 2027. This report recommends the current situation where three (3) separate 
dates are allocated across three (3) separate areas of the Shire linking them to the shows closest to 
them. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council endorses the request to the Office of Industrial Relations to declare the show holidays 
within the Mareeba Shire for 2027: 

1. 29 June 2027 for the parishes of Irvinebank, Myosotis and Western, which links to the Atherton 
Annual Show; 

2. 16 July 2027 for the Mareeba Shire Council area excluding the parishes of Irvinebank, Myosotis, 
Western, Mowbray, Salisbury, Riflemead and that part of the parish of Garioch located north 
of Hunter and Rifle Creeks, which links to the Cairns Annual Show; and 

3. 19 July 2027 for the parishes of Mowbray, Salisbury, Riflemead and that part of the parish of 
Garioch located north of Hunter and Rifle Creeks, which links to the Mossman Annual Show. 

 
BACKGROUND 

The Holidays Act 1983 provides for the declaration of a show holiday within a Local Government 
area and Council has been advised that if it wishes to have such a holiday/s declared, a request must 
be submitted to the State Government. 

As the Mareeba Shire does not have an Annual Agricultural, Horticultural or Industrial Show, it has 
previously linked these holidays to other Annual Shows in the region and has linked specific parishes 
to specific shows. 

Below is an extract from the State Government's Show Holiday listing for 2025 in which the various 
parishes have dates declared and to which shows they link. These holidays were declared by the 
State following a request made by the Mareeba Shire Council last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 19 August 2026 

 

Item 10.3 Page 208 

30 
June 

Mareeba Shire - that part of Mareeba district within the parishes of 
Irvinebank, Myosotis and Western;  

Atherton 
Annual Show   

17 
July 

Mareeba Shire - excluding the parishes of Irvinebank, Myosotis, 
Western, Mowbray, Salisbury, Riflemead and that part of the parish of 
Garioch located north of Hunter and Rifle Creeks. 

Cairns Annual 
Show   

20 
July 

Mareeba Shire - that part of the Mareeba district within the parishes of 
Mowbray, Salisbury, Riflemead and that part of the parish of Garioch 
located north of Hunter and Rifle Creeks. 

Mossman 
Annual Show 

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

LEGAL/COMPLIANCE/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Capital 
Nil 

Operating 
Nil 

LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN 

Community and Culture: An informed, engaged and resilient community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to deliver better outcomes. 

IMPLEMENTATION/COMMUNICATION 

The Office of Industrial Relations will be informed of these dates if approved by Council. Should they 
change the department will be informed. 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS    

Nil 

12 BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

13 NEXT MEETING OF COUNCIL 
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14 FOR INFORMATION 

14.1 SUMMARY OF NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS & DELEGATED DECISIONS FOR THE 
MONTH OF JULY 2026 

Date Prepared: 3 August 2026 

Author: Planning Technical Support Officer 

Attachments: Nil  
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